
THE SALVATION OF GOD 
 
Purpose:  After coming to understand the grace of God through the sacrifice of Jesus, the biblical response is to repent and be baptized 
for forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:36-38).  Repentance is a powerful blessing from God that has been stripped of its potency.  With this gift, 
we see clearly to take the right path…the path of living for God rather than for self.  Repentance is not a work that leads to salvation; 
rather, it is our awakening to come to our senses and live the way God had always intended for us to live.  It is more than a decision; it 
is God allowing us to see a new worldview, which always results in the fruit of a changed life.  Furthermore, in this study we will focus on 
how repentavne and baptism is essential to Christian doctrine (Ephesians 4:4-6).  Additionally, this study helps establish the link 
between Christ’s sacrifice and our forgiveness of sins by means of baptism. 
 
Acts 2:36-47  
Within this first sermon about the gospel of Jesus Christ at Pentecost, Peter preaches about Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.  When 
the people heard his message, “…they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles…what shall we do” ? 
Q: What was Peter’s direction to them? (“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” ) 
Q: How does a person receive the forgiveness of sins? (Repentance + baptism = forgiveness of sins and gift of the Spirit.) 
Repentance and baptism is the way prescribed by God to receive forgiveness of sins and the Holy Spirit, and is our connection to Jesus’ 
death, burial, and resurrection.  Peter stresses that repentance and baptism is for salvation.  Those who accepted this message were 
baptized, thus they were saved.  (Note the parallel in v. 47). 
Q: Why do you think there was such a sense of urgency in their response? 
 
REPENTANCE 
 
Q: What do you think repentance means? 
Most people think that repentance is mostly about feeling sorry or feeling bad about your sin.  In fact, most English dictionaries define 
repentance as meaning to feel or express sincere regret or remorse about your sin or wrongdoing.  The original Greek root word 
translated as “repentance” in English is the word metanoia (pronounced me-tah-noi-ah).  The word metanoia is a compound word 
(meaning two words are joined to form one word).  Meta as a word by itself means change and noia as a word by itself means thinking 
or mindset.  Therefore, metanoia means “to change the way you think” or “to change and have a different mindset”.   
 
Romans 12:1-2 
Q: In order to live a life that’s holy and pleasing to God, what must to transformed and renewed?  (Our mind.) 
We are urged, in view of God’s mecry, to no longer conform to the patterns and behaviors of the world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of our mind. 
Q: Why is renewing our mind important? (“Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect 
will.” ) 
 
Luke 13:1-5  
Q: If someone doesn’t repent, what does Jesus say will happen to them?  (Jesus taught and preached that without repentance, we will 
all perish.) 
Now read Luke 13:6-9. 
Q: In this story, what did that man expect to see on the fig tree he planted in his vineyard? 
Q: How patient was the man in waiting for the fig tree to produce some fruit based on v. 7? 
Jesus shared this story to illustrate that he expects to find the fruit of repentance produce in our lives or we will all perish. 
 
Luke 3:7-8  
Q: What did John the Baptist insists that the crowds do before getting baptized?  (John the Baptist insisted on repentance before 
baptism saying, “…produce fruit in keeping with repentance”. ) 
Q: What’s an easy and clear way to identify and recognize an apple tree? 
Q: If you see oranges growing and hanging from a tree, would you think that it’s an apple tree?  Why? 
Q: What should easily and clearly be identifiable and recognizable in the life of someone who has truly repented?  (The fruit of a 
changed mindset and the changing of behaviors.) 
Now read Luke:3:9-14. 
People began asking what should we do then, basically asking how do we need to repent or change, John the Baptist answered giving 
them specific directions of what repentance or change would look like for them. 
Q: If you were to ask John the Baptist, “What should I do?” or “How do I need to repent or change?, how do you think he might respond 
to you? 
Q: Who do you think you could go to and ask the question, “What do you think I need to change about myself?” What might they say? 
 
2 Corinthians 7:10-11  
Paul in this passage of Scripture warns against having worldly sorrow which doesn’t lead to repentance. 
Q: What do you think having worldly sorrow consist of? 
Worldly sorrow does not bring about real change. 
Q: Based on v. 11, what does Paul say is produced when someone has godly sorrow? 
Q: What does godly sorrow lead to? (“Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret…” ) 
Godly sorrow brings about real change and ultimately leads to salvation without regret.  Repentance is above all a matter of the heart. 



2 Peter 3:1-9 
The writer describes how the judgment of God is imminent and forthcoming and how we shouldn’t disregard God’s promise that there 
will be a Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
Q: What is God patiently waiting for everyone to do based on v. 9?  (God has been patient in hopes that everyone will come to 
repentance.)  
Now read 2 Peter 3:10-15. 
Understand that salvation is available to you today, because God has been patiently waiting to see you repent. (See v. 15) 
 
BAPTISM 
 
Q: What is your understanding of baptism? 
Definition: Gk “baptisma” primarily means dipping or immersion, from the verb “baptizo".   
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
God’s plan to bring salvation to the world culminated in the death, burial and resurrection of His Son, Jesus.  This is the heart of the 
“gospel” or good news about Jesus.  Through Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection, the forgiveness of sins is now available.    
Furthermore, the crucial link between Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection and the forgiveness of sins is baptism. 
 
Romans 6:1-10  
Writing to Christians in Rome, Paul recalled how all of them including himself were baptized. 
Q: What does he say happens at baptism? (Baptism is a participation in death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.) 
Q: Just as Christ was raised from the dead to life, what does getting baptized mean? (We, too, will be raised to a new life through 
baptism. Thus, we are born again.) See John 3:1-5. 
[Refer to illustration of death, burial, resurrection] 

 
Acts 22:1-16 
Before a hostile crowd, Paul defended himself in regards to what caused him to become a Christian. 
Q: Even though Paul had had a personal encounter with Jesus, had prayed, had fasted (see Acts 9:9-11), had been healed of blindness, 
and had been told that he had been chosen by God to be a witness of what he had seen and heard, what did Ananias tell Paul he still 
needed to do based on v. 16? (“…what are waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.” ) 
Even though Paul had had some significant spiritual experiences happen in his life, his sins were not forgiven yet.  He was directed to 
get baptized and wash his sins away. 
 
Titus 3:3-7   
Q: In light of our sinfulness, how does God save us and enable us to have the hope of eternal life based on v5? (“…the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit…through Jesus Christ our Savior.” ) 
 
Self-assessment questions: 
Q: Do you see the need to repent and be baptized? 
Q: What are some significant changes you’ve already had in your mindset and behavior?  
Q: What else about yourself do you think is important to address and change in keeping with repentance? 
Q: Are there any sins that you don’t have godly sorrow about? Why? 
Q: When do you want to get baptized?  
 
Additional verses: 
Acts 3:19 – Repentance brings times of refreshing. 
Luke 15:1-10 – God as well as angels rejoice over any person’s decision to repent of their sins. 
Colossians 2:9-12 – Paul explains that faith in the power of God is required when it comes to baptism. 
Galatians 3:26-29 – In baptism, we become sons of God and heirs of the promise 
Ephesians 1:7-14 – Redemption is the forgiveness of sins by the blood of Jesus. 
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New Testament Conversion 
 
1. The Major Conversions in Acts 

A. Conversions  
1. Acts 2:36-47  First Christian in Jerusalem  
2. Acts 8:26-39  Ethiopian Eunuch  
3. Acts 16:22-34  Philippian jailer and his family 
4. Acts 9:1-22  Paul 
5. Acts 22:3-16  Paul  
6. Acts 18:24-26  Apollos 
7. Acts 19:1-5  Ephesians  

 
B. Questions concerning Conversions  

1. What was preached?  
2. What was their response to the message?  
3. How long did they take to make the decision?  
4. What was their response after baptism?  

 
2. Refuting False Doctrines 

A. “Pray Jesus into your heart”:  This phrase is never mentioned in the Bible.  People may use Revelation 3:20 about Jesus 
knocking at the door, however, you must examine the Scripture in context.  This Scripture does not teach how to become a 
Christian and be saved, but how to come back to God after becoming lukewarm.  It is addressed to disciples who already 
responded to Christ in faith, repentance, confession and baptism.  

B. “Accept Jesus into your heart”:  (Same teaching as praying Jesus into your heart just different terminology.)  Based on 
Romans 10:9.  You must look at the verse in context.  Paul is addressing the problem of the Israelites which is unbelief that 
Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God.  Read further on to Romans 10:13.  When do you call on the name of the Lord?  At 
baptism.  (Acts 22:16) 

C. “Infant baptism”:  A baby cannot have faith, and since we are baptized through faith in the power of God (Colossians 2:12), 
babies cannot be baptized.  Original sin: Ezekiel 18:20 teaches there is no original sin; each person is responsible for his own 
actions and will be judged accordingly.  Therefore babies are born sinless and will be saved if they die.  

D. “Baptism does not save you”: 1 Peter 3:21 says that baptism does save you through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Acts 2:38 
teaches that sin is forgiven at baptism.  One is saved at the point sin is forgiven.  

E. “Baptism is a work-yet we are saved by faith”: Colossians 2:12 teaches we are saved by faith in the working of God at 
baptism.  

F. “Baptism is an outward sign of an inward grace”:  Romans 6:2-4 states that baptism is an actual participation in the death, 
burial and resurrection of Christ.  It is not merely a sign, seal or symbol.  

G. “Baptism isn’t important, after all, look at what Paul said about it in 1 Corinthians 1:17”:  Paul does not diminish the 
importance of baptism here.  (Paul himself was baptized to have his sins forgiven in Acts 22:16.)  In context (read 1 Corinthians 
1:10-17), he makes the point that he does not want people following men  (denominationalism).  He mentions baptism several 
times in the passage.  

H. “The thief on the cross was not baptized and Jesus told him that they would see each other in paradise”:  Jesus had not 
even died yet, and baptism is participating in his death (Romans 6:2-4); also on earth, he had the power to forgive sins. 
(Matthew 9:2-6) 

I. “Believers baptism”:  This is baptism as an adult, but is not done in conjunction with the understanding that one is being 
saved at this point in time.  (John 3:5, Acts 2:38) “Retroactive understanding” is not sufficient for salvation. 

 
 
 
 

 

 


