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Walton  

 Began with a reflection over the last 5-6 months: 

 We have been watching, praying, listening, and seeking God’s guidance 

 We are excited by what we see 

 We have never seen a better spirit of optimism, cooperation, love, and unity in the congregation 

and the leadership. 

 We have appreciated the teamwork of the ministry team and the shepherds 

 We have had time to carefully think out a plan and vision for this congregation going forward 

 We want to give some insight into our vision for what we believe God wants us to be and do as 

his people in Bentonville.   

 It is about helping each other and others be true disciples of the Lord Jesus. 

 Our desire is to provide everything we can for individuals and for the congregation as a whole to 

grow, serve, and live out the Lordship of Jesus in all our lives. 

 There will be some things that change and many that stay the same. 

 Walton led us in prayer 

 

Dell and Mitch  

Preaching and teaching from the pulpit: 

 We are going to continue the shared team approach we have used in the preaching over the last 

six months.   

 Josh will be the “lead minister” and will do about 75% of the preaching on Sunday mornings.  

John, Todd, and Greg will also bring messages on Sunday mornings the other 25%. 

 We have four ministers (Josh, John, Greg, and Todd) with unique talents, experiences, 

perspectives, passions, and styles who can give us a very balanced diet of preaching/teaching.  

We believe we can benefit from each and have already experienced that in the last few months. 

 The ministers and shepherds will share in the planning of themes and needs for preaching for 

2017.  Some work has already been done and more will continue.  The ministers and shepherds 

will determine together what needs we have and what needs to be addressed. 

The rest of the team: 

 Dedra Hunter has recently been added to the team as our Children’s Minister and has begun to 

work with our teachers and families of our children. 

 We have offered the work as Associate Youth Minister to Sierra Sanders to work with our girls in 

the youth group. She will begin her work with us in the next few weeks. ( Note: this was not part 

of the communication on Sunday but is now finalized – Walton) 
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 We have hired a summer youth intern to work with our teens along with Todd Miller.  The 

purpose for hiring an intern is not just to provide help with our youth through the busy summer 

months but to help train future youth ministers. 

 Our team of ministers is a very important part of the big picture of our vision of becoming the 

congregation of disciples God wants us to be. 

Our assembly times:  (to begin in March) 

 We believe Sunday evenings are a tremendous time of opportunity for us.  That time is not 

being maximized by simply having another worship period with preaching available.  We believe 

we can do a variety of things to better use that time. 

o Small groups.  Some will still meet only on the 1st and 3rd Sunday evening but all will be given 

the freedom to meet every week or three times a month if they desire. 

o Sunday nights could be used for service activities – visits OWLS, etc. 

o We would like to see families (or couples) deliberately set aside that time to be in each 

other’s homes to disciple and encourage each other. 

o We would love to see groups devote that time to praying together for each other, us, and 

the work of God everywhere. 

o Some families need that time to rest and spend quality time together as a break from the 

frantic pace of the rest of the week. 

o The group who chooses to meet here at the building will be led by some shepherds and 

others in a variety of different activities to encourage.  It may be a special study you want, a 

Q & A time, a time of special prayer, or other things needed by those in attendance.  It will 

cease to be just another time of traditional worship with a sermon. 

Other parts of the vision: 

 We are still working on the “2 Paths”.   

 BCA continues to grow and is in the process of an assessment of all the uses of our space.  This 

assessment is due in April and will help determine future needs.  

 Shepherd reaffirmation will take place on March 12.  Four shepherds will be presented for 

reaffirmation. 

 The continued importance of Home Pointe. 

 Robyn Nelson’s new work with us to refer counseling needs. 

 We are now streaming some of our services on Facebook and hope to soon stream them on our 

website. 


