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The Most Important Thing…
Welcome to parenting! For some of you, this is your first step into an
amazing adventure that will change everything. For others, this is not
your first child but another in the journey God has for your family. In
both cases, life will change in every aspect. Time will be stretched and
priorities will be increasingly more difficult to maintain. Life will
quickly show us what we value as important simply because we won’t
have time or energy to do the extraneous things.
So, what is important for you to do as a parent?
X
X
X
X
X
X

Take my child to church
Love them unconditionally (and tell them “I love you”)
Teach them about life
Teach good hygiene practices
Dress my child appropriately with changing seasons
Change diapers fairly quickly

There is a lot that must be done! It’s the tyranny of the urgent. In the
midst of all the necessary, what is most important?
Introduce them to the God of the Bible and teach them to love the
Lord with all their heart, soul, and strength.

Deuteronomy 6:4--‐9 “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is
one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your might. These words that I
command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in
your house, when you walk by the way, and when you lie down,
and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”

This theme is repeated throughout Scripture. God calls parents to
teach their kids the most important thing they could ever learn: to
love God with all their heart, soul, and strength.

Notes:
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We all want to provide for our children:
X Good clothes, toys, happiness, family vacations, swimming
lessons, sports careers, cars, college educations, etc.
X What is the one thing God calls parents to provide? Teach your
kids to love the Lord their God with all their heart, soul and
strength!
Take time to read the following texts and ask God to excite your heart
around His passion for you to equip your child to follow Him:
Psalm 78:1--‐7; Deuteronomy 4:10; Deuteronomy 5:31; Deuteronomy 11:19;
Psalm 34:11; Proverbs 1:8; Exodus 20:6; Deuteronomy 5:10;
1 Chronicles 16:15; Psalm 45:17; Psalm 71:18; Psalm 102:12; Psalm 145:5

Walk the Path
How do I introduce my little one to Jesus and teach him to love God
with all his heart, soul, mind and strength?
The Family Milestones Path --‐









Family Milestone 1 –
Parent and Child Dedication
Family Milestone 2 –
Starting School
Family Milestone 3 –
Salvation and Baptism
Family Milestone 4 –
Preparing for Adolescence
Family Milestone 5 –
Commitment to Purity
Family Milestone 6 –
Rite of Passage
Family Milestone 7 –
Preparing My Student to Leave Home
Family Milestone 8 –
Life in Chirst

How does the path work?
Intentional Family Faith Talks – Begin to invest in your child through
intentional faith talks. F a m i l y Faith talks are intentional times set
aside at least once each week for conversations around the Scripture.
While your child may not engage in much conversation, she will
remember the things you begin teaching her.
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1. Bedtime Blessings – Intended for preschoolers, this
devotional book is a simple story and Scripture each day
typically read right before going to sleep.
2. Songs – Babies and toddlers often learn best through
rhymes and songs. Begin investing in your child’s spiritual
walk through music.
3. Simple Prayers – Praying over your child cultivates a
lifestyle of dependence on God. Teaching your child to pray
at the earliest age can begin to frame how he will talk with
God the rest of his life.
Capturing God Moments – God Moments will begin to happen as
your child begins to communicate. These are informal moments
where God is working in her life. As a parent, you can capture these
moments and point her toward Christ.
Celebrating Family Milestones – Walking the path includes celebrating
milestones as your child passes through them. Each Milestone has a
family celebration associated with it. Make these moments an exciting
time in the life of your child.

What is Child Dedication all about?
You’ve probably often heard that babies don’t come with manuals
telling us exactly how to keep them running for 250,000 miles. While
we don’t have a manual, God does give us principles by which to live
with this new little life we have been entrusted to raise.
Psalm 127:3 “Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit
of the womb a reward.”
Principle 1: Children are a heritage and a gift…
X Heritage: Psalm 127 is a Psalm of Ascent, which simply means it
was often quoted as Jewish families would ascend to Jerusalem on
a pilgrimage. This Psalm specifically speaks of the blessing of
family. The presence of godly children in the home meant security
for the parents in old age and unity in hard times. Children are the
heritage of the generations to come. Keeping this in mind when
raising our children helps us remember to treasure them but not
spoil them. Responsible children bless the next generations by
caring for their aging parents.
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X Gift: God entrusts parents to raise them well, teaching them to
observe all that He has commanded. Children are literal gifts from
God.
Principle 2: Children need parents, not friends or caretakers…it
will take your very best…
X Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go; even
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” This proverb teaches
that parenting will require training. This will take our very best
as parents. Our church will provide training opportunities and a
variety of resources to help equip you in your parenting skills.
X Proverbs 13:24, 29:17 – Proper discipline is crucial to raising godly children.
X Ephesians 6:4 – “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger,
but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”
X Proverbs 3:11, Hebrews 12:6--‐7 – A parent’s discipline models
God’s discipline performed in love.
Principle 3: Children are His…
X 1 Samuel 1:28 – God blessed Hannah with a child, and she
dedicated him to the Lord.
X Luke 2:22 – Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple to dedicate
Him according to Hebrew law.
X The ceremony of parent and child dedication follows in the spirit of
these two texts. It is a time where parents decide to commit to
raising their child in a God--‐honoring way. It involves being
committed to the most important things.

What is Parent Dedication all about?
In essence, you are making a commitment to be the parent God
called you to be. The ceremony of child dedication will only be
memorable to your children because of the story you will write on
their hearts, teaching them to follow Christ. The commitments
you make at the ceremony are simply the beginning.
Do you remember your marriage vows or at least portions
of them?
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Similar to your wedding day, the vow you made to one another
was only the beginning. The words you promised are lived out
day after day in your marriage. Otherwise, they are only words.
The same is true with the commitment you make to teach your
child to Love God throughout their lives.

Here are the following commitments taken from Scripture:
X Commitment 1: I will choose this day to live with the
commands of God on my own heart.
X Commitment 2: I will accept responsibility to be my child’s
primary faith trainer and impress the truth and love of God
on my child as we live life together.
X Commitment 3: I will love my child with the unconditional
love of Christ.
X Commitment 4: I will pray for my child to know Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior.

After making these commitments, the body of Christ, the church, is
then asked to partner with you to raise your child in a godly way
throughout his life at First Baptist Church.
1. Are you walking the path? Commitment 1 is the first step
to becoming the primary faith trainer of your child…are
you walking in Family Milestone 8: Life in Christ?
2. Are you ready to lead? --‐ Your child will follow your example
and teaching. No parent is perfect but commitment two
requires intentionality and effort to lead. Family Faith Talks,
God Moments, and Celebrating Family Milestones are
necessities to leading your child.
3. Are you ready to love? – 1 Corinthians 13:4--‐8 lays out what
biblical love in practical terms looks like. It is a challenging
passage to love unconditionally.
4. Are you ready to intercede? – Praying for your child is
bringing her life before God, asking Him to work in her heart.
The most clever arguments and eloquent words will not lead
your child to Jesus Christ. But God opens her heart to receive
the truth that you continually teach her.
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What Parent and Child Dedication is not…
Child dedication is not infant baptism.
X History of infant baptism – Infant baptism is practiced in certain
denominations. The first recorded infant baptism in history
occurred two hundred years after Christ.
X Meaning of infant baptism – Denominations practicing infant
baptism believe one of two things:
o 1. Infant Baptism secures the baby of salvation until she
can be confirmed later in her faith with full understanding.
o 2. Infant Baptism indicates that this child will likely
become a believer because the parents are actively walking
with Christ. In this case, it is done more for a covenant
reason than for one’s individual faith.
X Why we don’t practice it.
o First Baptist Church does not practice infant baptism for
one reason: it is not taught or mentioned in Scripture.
Every baptism teaching or act of baptism in the Bible
occurs after one has received Christ as Lord and Savior.
o We desire to be thoroughly biblical in our practice.
Scripture teaches and demonstrates baptism by immersion
after one has made a public decision to follow Christ.
Child dedication does not impart salvation or play any practical
role in salvation.
X An infant or young child is not held accountable for her sin until
she reaches an age where she can understand faith in Christ in
order to make a decision. This has been called the Age of
Accountability. While no specific age is mentioned in Scripture,
the principle is demonstrated in 2 Samuel 12:15--‐23.
X Salvation happens when a child is old enough to make a decision
on his own; and the child chooses to receive Christ. Salvation is
not a matter of any good thing a child does but a matter of grace
through faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8--‐9). A child receives
Christ into his or her life and begins a new life in Christ.
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Dad’s Vital Role
1. Love the Lord
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.”
Deuteronomy 6:5--‐6 – A dad’s first responsibility is to walk in a
growing relationship with God. That relationship grows by placing
God’s truth in your heart and talking with God about life.
2. Love your wife
“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave
Himself up for her.”
The second greatest gift you can give your child is a good marriage
with your wife. Loving her well will model God’s design for his future
relationships. How tenderly and lovingly you treat your wife will
speak volumes to little girls and boys. Leading your family in strength
and humility will impress priceless principles that can only
be communicated by a godly dad.
1 Corinthians 13:4--‐8 “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy
or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never ends.”
3. Love your children
“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4
This passage gives a general concept further defined in the chapters
preceding.
Read Ephesians 4--‐5 and write down disciplines and instructions.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Walk in a manner worthy of your calling (4:1)
Humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with one another in love,
unified (4:2--‐3)
Speaking the truth in love – grow up into Christ (4:15, 25)
Don’t sin in your anger (4:26)
Work ethic (4:28)
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouth, only that which
builds up (4:29)
Put away bitterness, wrath, anger, slander, malice (4:31)
Be kind, tenderhearted, forgiving each other as Christ forgave you (4:32)
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•
•
•
•
•

Be imitators of God, walk in love (5:1)
Put away sexual immorality, all impurity, covetousness (5:3)
No filthiness, foolish talk, crude joking – instead thanksgiving
(5:4)
Walk in wisdom, making the most of the time (5:15)
Don’t get drunk with wine but be filled with the Spirit –
give thanks! (5:16--‐21)

Mom’s vital Role
1. Love the Lord
“Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, soul, mind, and strength.”
Deuteronomy 6:5--‐6 – A mom’s
first responsibility is to walk in a
growing relationship with God.
That relationship grows by
placing God’s truth in your heart
and talking with God about life.

2. Love and respect your husband
“However, let each of one of you love his wife as himself, and let
the wife see that she respects her husband.” Ephesians 5:33
Respect translates into love in the language of men. Respecting
your husband and blessing his leadership will model an amazing
relationship for your child to witness. As with your husband’s
investment in your marriage, the second greatest gift you can give
your child is a healthy marriage to watch.
1 Corinthians 13:4--‐8 “Love is patient and kind; love does not
envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never ends.”
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3. Love your children
“She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the
bread of idleness.” Proverbs 31:27
Proverbs 31 outlines what some have titled a “super--‐woman”. It
details a woman who is praised for many attributes in how she cares
for her family. She loves her family through diligent work and
sacrifices self for the sake of her husband and children.
Read Proverbs 31: 10--‐31 listing characteristics of a godly wife and
mom.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Is trustworthy (11)
Does good, not harm to her husband (12)
Works hard (13--‐14)
Provides for her family (15)
Dresses with strength (17)
Giving and loves others (20)
Prepares ahead for her family (21)
Brings a good name to her family (22--‐23)
Walks with dignity and is confident in God about the future (25)
Teaches her children with kindness and wisdom (26)
Takes care of her children and home (27)
Praised by her family because of her treatment of them (28--‐29)
Fears the Lord (30) – valued more than beauty
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A Note for Single Parents…Take Courage!
Pass on your faith
“I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am
sure dwells in you as well.”2 Timothy 1:5
When Paul wrote these words to Timothy, he clearly communicated a
godly grandmother and mother passing down their faith to Timothy.
Single parents face unique challenges to equip their children, but
Scripture shows us encouraging examples where faithful parents
instilled a lasting legacy. God knows each of our unique situations so
take courage – you can effectively pass your love for Christ to your
child!
Community
One of the core competencies of Family Milestone 8: Life in Christ
is Community. Life lived in biblical community is crucial for every
believer, and the need is even more magnified for single parents.
Through godly relationships with others, God will provide support
needed to help you raise your sons and daughters to follow Him.
Commit to plug into an active Sunday school class and other small
group ministries to foster community in your Life in Christ!

A final note of encouragement…
“Father of the fatherless and protector of the widows is God in His
holy habitation.” Psalm 68:5
God’s heart beats for children and single parents who are seeking to
honor Him and lead a godly family!
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Family Milestone 1

Parent and Child Dedication
Family Milestone Champion: First Friends Preschool Coordinator
Church Campus Event: Parent/Child Dedication ceremony in worship
Parent Meeting: This home visit covers topics like: Understanding Parent Child
Dedication, The Development of Your Child, The Importance of Mom and Dad and
Ways to Bless Your Child and Build Biblical Foundations.
Core Competency: The parent as the primary faith trainer. This is a ceremony
that occurs for parents after the birth of their child. Parents learn how to become
primary faith trainers for their child and accept the responsibility. Resources and
learning opportunities are provided for parents desiring to dedicate their child to
the Lord. During the ceremony, the church family commits to partner with the
parents in the faith development of the child for the duration of the journey.

RESOURCES
Faith Training – Raising Kids Who Love the Lord
by Joe White

God and Me!: Devotions for Girls Ages 2-5
by Lynn-Marie Ittner Klammer
Gotta Have God: Devotions for Boys Ages 2-5
by Lynn-Marie Ittner Klammer
Bedtime Blessings Vol. 1 & 2: 100 Bedtime Stories and Activities for Blessing
Your Child
by Trent, John T.
The Power of a Praying Parent
by Stormie Omartian
Sunday School Take-home Learner Guide
by Lifeway Resources
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