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Hart Pantry, an all-
volunteer non-profit 
organization in Peoria, was 
founded four years ago as 
a church mission and has 
grown to an independent 
501(c)3 corporation with 
more than 20 volunteers.

The corporation is run 
by a volunteer board 
of directors with seven 
members, including a 

president, treasurer, 
secretary, three members 
at large and an executive 
director. The volunteers 
to date have logged more 
than 1,600 hours in the past 
12 months. No salaries are 
paid, and administrative 
costs are kept to a 
minimum.

The goal of Hart Pantry is 
to reach local at-risk teens 

who do not have enough or 
any food at home. Working 
with local school and 
community counselors, 
the staff strives to provide 
eligible teens with needed 
services.

Hart Pantry provides 
weekend, high protein 
food packs to at-risk and 
homeless teens in Title 1 
high schools in the West 

Valley. (At present, Peoria 
Unified School District, 
three schools in the Dysart 
school district, Glendale 
school district, Peoria 
Accelerated HS, schools 
through a program with 
Eve’s Place counselors 
and the Peoria Community 
Center.) There is also a 
snack/supper bag of five 

Peoria ALA 
reaches out to 

20 Luke families 
While many families are 

making plans to be with 
their loved ones over the 
holidays, families who have 
a mom or dad deployed in 
service to the country are 
making plans to celebrate 
without them.

Recognizing the sacrifi c-
es made by these families, 
the American Legion Auxil-
iary in Peoria, 9847 W. Des-
ert Cove Ave., treated 20 
Luke AFB “deployed-fami-
lies” to a trip through Illu-
mination Symphony of Light, 
a drive-thru light show syn-
chronized to music located 
in north Phoenix. Included in 
the event was VIP treatment 

following the light display.
Shayna Walker, whose 

husband is deployed to the 
Middle East, attended with 
her four children, Zak, 9, Lu-
kas,7, Kaleb, 5, and Allie-May, 

1. Her husband, Dustin, is a 
member of the Luke AFB 
56th Security Forces Squad-
ron and is expected to be 
deployed until May. When 
asked about the diffi culties 

of being the only parent on 
the home front, Ms. Walker 
talked about the hardships 
on her children.

“I have to admit that while 
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Auxiliary brightens military 
family holidays

The American Legion Auxiliary in Peoria treated 20 Luke AFB “deployed-families” to a recent trip through Illumination 
Symphony of Light in North Phoenix. [Submitted photo]

>> See ALA on page 18

DONATIONS

Offi cer Mike Williams handing out stuffed animals to local children in the 
community [Submitted photo].

PetSmart, police 
combine to brighten 

kids’ holidays
Stuffed animal 

drive a big 
success

For the second year in a 
row, PetSmart has donated 
thousands of stuffed 
animals to the Peoria Police 

Department to provide to 
kids throughout the holiday 
season.

This year, PetSmart, at 
25372 N. Lake Pleasant 
Pkwy. and at 9960 N. 
91st Ave., partnered with 
Offi cer David Vaught and 

>> See Donations on page 18

More than 20 volunteers keep Hart Pantry’s charitable work going. [Submitted photos]

Hart Pantry keeps local kids in need fed

From left, Bev Davis, Barbara Berg, Bev Eilken, Jan Carter, Jill Evans, Pam Asan 
and Anita Kratzer participate in the recent check presentation to Hospice of 
the Valley. [Submitted photo]

Sun City church 
raises cash for 

Hospice of the Valley
The Congregational 

Church of Sun City, 18401 N. 
99th Ave., recently presented 
a $1,590 check to Jill Evans of 
Hospice of the Valley, which 
has offi ces in Peoria, Surprise 
and Glendale.

The money was raised by a 
silent auction at the church’s 
14th annual Arts & Crafts Fair, 
which drew some 70 vendors. 
Items for auction were donat-

ed by the vendors, church 
members, Arizona Broad-
way Theatre, 7701 W. Para-
dise Lane, Peoria, Theater 
Works, 10580 N. 83rd Drive, 
Peoria, and Bell Travel, 15428 
N. 99th Ave., Sun City.

Also donated to Hospice 
of The Valley were quilts, 
pillow cases and place mats 
all hand made by the ladies 
of the church.
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