
Pastor’s Passage 

2016? What???? When and how did that happen so quickly? 

With 2015 squarely in the rearview mirror, TBC must look to the 

new year with hope and joyful anticipation - for if God is with 

us, who can be against us? Let me begin by saying that I am 

thankful for each one of you and your desire to see TBC thrive 

by proclaiming the Gospel, and sharing that good news with all 

that might hear. We have begun to add new families, some with 

young children or grandchildren. What a joy! Our responsibility 

is to provide a safe and secure environment for our littlest 

lambs to attend Sunday School and Nursery. To that end, we 

have had some challenges in accomplishing that in a manner 

acceptable to the Security team, and leadership of those minis-

tries. The Security team working closely with the Youth and 

Children’s team have come up with a low cost, high-quality so-

lution to the challenge of securing the Children and Youth area 

using existing software and minimal hardware additions. The 

plan for implementation will be outlined in the Jan 3rd  

 

 

Vision-Casting Sermon, and reiterated in the Jan 10th and 

17th announcements. The systems will be available for test-

ing by families on the 3rd of January. Now with each im-

provement comes a little sacrifice. From January 17th, to se-

cure the Children and Youth area, all doors will be locked to 

outside entry except for the Welcome Center double glass 

doors. All entry into the building for Sunday School classes, 

Worship, or Nursery must be done through the Welcome 

Center. There can be no exceptions if we are to ensure the 

safety of our children and youth. I know that we may be used 

to entering through a certain door, or parking in a certain 

place, but for the sake of our youngest souls, I know you are 

up to the challenge of adjusting to a safer environment. This 

is but one of the new initiatives that have come out of the 

Ministry Plan for TBC. I look forward to continuing to roll it out 

to you, my family.  

For the King,  

Mark  

Since ‘64  



  

TBC STUDENTS—From the Outlet  
Wow! December was an awesome month for the youth at our 

church. It started with a float in the Bedford Parade from which they 

passed out 1,500 scrolls telling of the true Christmas story. The 

youth then turned their hearts toward Christmas. We received re-

quests from two families and again your youth made it happen. 

They spent an evening caroling and collecting food. Afterward, there 

was time to have a party complete with food and games. (You 

should try to get an Oreo cookie from your forehead to your mouth 

without using your hands). With the donations, they provided two 

food baskets to families in need. The youth were honored to be a 

part of the Children’s Program and hope to be able to have more in-

teractions with them in the future. After the Christmas celebrations 

were a thing of the past, it was time for an end of the year retreat. 

17 students attended Winterfest (a two night concert) and a two 

night retreat at Eagle Eyrie. What a great way to ring in the New 

Year, singing praises to God with 8,000 other believers. The youth 

would like to thank every person who donated, encouraged, prayed, 

or in any way supported them through 2015. There are simply too 

many to name, but thank you all. We will now turn our eyes to God’s 

will for us in 2016. I know He has big plans for your youth.  

PS. Make room on your calendar for the Youth Sweetheart Dinner  

Feb. 14.  

Ed Nickols and the youth  

 

TBC Kids 
From the Children’s Ministry, December saw the children’s 

ministry spending a lot of time preparing for their Christmas 

program. However, that was not all that was happening with 

our children. In their Sunday school classes they were learn-

ing about such Godly principles as Peace and Gentleness. 

In their worship time they learned lessons on compassion. 

But as you would expect, the month was filled with thoughts 

of Christmas. We would all like to thank Ms. Sue and Ms. Di-

na for all the time and effort that was poured into the lives of 

this precious group of children. The children would like to 

thank everyone for their prayers as they were preparing to 

praise God with their performance. I think everyone who had 

the pleasure of seeing them perform would agree that the 

children put a lot of smiles on faces here at church and in 

heaven. It was truly a special morning. There will be a few 

changes coming in 2016. New security and monthly activity 

to name a few. We are looking forward to what God has 

planned in the life of the children at Thaxton Baptist Church. 

PS. As we restructure the volunteers, please prayerfully con-

sider volunteering in the Children’s Ministry.  

Ed Nickols and the Children’s Ministry  



POTLUCK  LUNCHEON 
Thursday, January 7 @ Noon 

 
Join the Young At Heart for a potluck 

luncheon in the Café.  If you are 
“young at heart”, bring a dish and 

come enjoy great food, fun and fel-
lowship!   

 

 
January 3 

8 AM 
 
 

Join the Thaxton 
Baptist men for prayer breakfast in 
the Café.  It’s a free, hot breakfast, 
fellowship and prayer leading up to 
Sunday School. The breakfast is 

open to all men.   

BUILDING RELATION-
SHIPS TEAM SCHEDULE 

 
Jan.  3        Robbie Catron 

Jan. 10       Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

Jan. 17       Alan & Krystal Hullette 

Jan. 24       Traci Jefferson & Anna Laura Simpson 

Jan. 31       Barry & Sue Saunders 

Feb. 7         Ed & Irene Nickols 

Feb. 14       Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek 

Feb. 21       David & Faye Grant 
Feb. 28       Mike & Vicki Martin 

Mar. 6  David & Teresa Norcross 

Mar. 1 Ralph & Carol Patterson 

Mar. 20 Bernice Leftwich & Judy Danby 

Mar. 27 Jimmy Cundiff & Carl Saunders 

Apr. 3 E.L. & Karen McGuire 

Apr. 10 Gail Wilcher 

Apr. 17 Cliff Overstreet & Dack McKinney 

Apr. 24 Bill Shepherd & Greg Wood 

Apr. 31 Randy & Dina Krantz 

May 1 John & Melody Dooley 

May 8 Robbie Catron 

May 15 Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

May 22 Alan & Krystal Hullette 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
       Sunday, Jan. 3@ 8 AM 
 
 Special Called Business Mtg. 
        Sunday, Jan. 3 
        After Worship Service 
 
 Haiti Mission Trip Interest Mtg. 
      Sunday, Jan. 3 
      After Business Meeting 
 
 Young At Heart Potluck Lunch-

eon 
      Thursday, Jan. 7 @ Noon 
 
 Church Council Meeting 
       Monday, Jan. 25 @ 7 pm      
  
      
 
 
 
 
 



The language barrier and my limited language skills prevented that. But I got his 

attention and no doubt raised his curiosity as to who were and what we were doing 

there. Hopefully he would check us out at some later date and be drawn to one of 

the local churches. 

     That man and the boy were typical of the Quechua. The man dressed in mostly 

western style garb, the boy in a little more traditional style but most all the girls 

and women we saw still dress in the traditional ways with the colorful materials 

made from the wool of the llama and the alpaca being dyed using herbs, plants 

and clays taken from the earth. In these remote regions there are no Walmart or 

Target stores to shop in so pretty much everything has to be hand made. There are 

no grocery stores so the food has to be grown or purchased at farmers markets. 

The people are very poor and there is little money to pay for transportation so you 

walk or ride in the back of a truck. There are very few education opportunities for 

most boys and girls because the schools are few and far between in addition to 

very limited governmental funds to pay teachers or build schools, especially in ru-

ral areas. There are no factories for jobs or tourists dollars because of the remote 

location. I don't recall seeing any televisions but there were some radios. The peo-

ple as a group  have to be self reliant counting on their own abilities and on their 

neighbors to meet all their daily needs. Our experience with the Quechua was 

nothing short of wonderful as we felt the love and acceptance from these tough 

but loving people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next month …................... Some History of the Area 

JOURNEY INTO MISSIONS                    By Don Slusher 

 The Quechua 

 

     I was standing in an old gravel and dirt road on top of what seemed like the very 

top of the world. Around me were very strange rock formations that jutted skyward, 

no doubt formed from some upward thrust that occurred eons ago or perhaps made by 

the very hand of God during the creation. Our team was taking Saturday off from 

work after a very productive week. We were taken by a small bus from the town of 

Chota on a trip that added an additional four thousand or so feet to our altitude putting 

us at about twelve thousand feet above sea level. We were not on a mountain peak but 

rather a large plateau. Even the top of the plateau was not level but had rolling hills 

and valleys in addition to the rock formations. Small mud brick houses could be seen 

scattered around the plateau along with the accompanying gardens and pastures. 

     The sound of a horses hoofs was heard on the road. I turned around and a few feet 

from me was a Quechua man with a boy. The man was leading the horse which had 

bundles of something tied on its back. He was dressed much like what you would ex-

pect if you were watching an old western, the hat, the boots, everything except a gun 

strapped around his waist. On my various trips into the Andes my experience with the 

Quechua has always been friendly so I felt no intimidation about approaching the man 

and boy to try to start a conversation using my very limited Spanish vocabulary. They 

seemed eager to respond and were probably wondering how in the world did a group 

of North Americans find their way to such a remote part of the world. After awhile I 

asked for permission to photograph them which they quickly agreed to. I made several 

shots and as I did I would show the man and boy the photos as they appeared on the 

screen on the back of my digital camera. They seemed to enjoy this as they pointed 

and laughed  at the results. On a whim I took a picture of the horse and then turned the 

camera around and showed the picture to the horse. The man and boy thought this was 

hilarious. They are probably still talking about the day that the gringos from North 

America showed up in their land and about the crazy one that thought a horse wanted 

to see a picture of himself. That is missions. I didn't talk to him about Jesus as saviour. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       
 

 
 

  

 

  1  2      

3   

8 AM Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

 

 

4  

 

 

5    

  

 
 

6  5:30 Dinner 

6:30 Bible Study, 

Youth Group & TBC 

Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

7  
Noon—Young At 
Heart Potluck 
Luncheon 

 

8  

 
  

 9  

10 
  

 
 

11  
 

12 13 5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Adult Bible Study, 

Youth Group & TBC 

Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

14 
 

 

15  16 

17  8 am Women’s 

Ministry Prayer Breakfast 

    
 

18 19  
 

7 pm Commu-
nity Center 
Mtg. 

20 5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Adult Bible Study, 
Youth Group & TBC 
Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

21 

   
 

 

22 
 

 
 

23  

24   25 

 
7 pm Church 
Council Mtg. 

26 
 
 

27 5:30 Dinner 

6:30 Bible Study & 
TBC Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

28 

 
 

29  30 

31 
4:30 Focus 
Group 
 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
1: Richard Turpin  
3: Irene Nickols  
4: Ed Overstreet &  
    Jeff Gaylord  
5: Dot Salyer & Carol Toms 
7: Al Sloss  
8: George Hamilton 
9: Renee Thanasouk   
10:Jane Atkins  
12:Craig Oliver 
13:Kevin Reamey 
14:Brittany Krantz &  
     Karen McGuire  
15:Erin Johnson &  
     Stuart Byrd  
17:Linda Crunkleton 
18:Marie Overstreet & Caid           
     Burch 
21:Zack Harmony  
22:Morgan Tolley   
23:Jim King—86 yrs. old 
24:Matt Saunders & Donna     
     Johnson  
26:John Dooley, Jr., Vicki   
     Martin & Walter Clayton  
27:Leslie Ponder  
28:Casey Grant, Emilie  
     Saunders & Coy Stevens 
30:Judy Monroe & Connie  
     Mathis 
31:Jay Saunders, Jeff Carter  
     & Lachlan McIlhany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      No Anniversaries 

 

 



January 3 January 10 January 17 January 24 January 31 

S.S. 

Greeters 
David & Faye Grant John & Melody Dooley Chuck Wheeler & Mike Martin 

Gail Wilcher & Cindy Law-

horn 
David & Teresa Norcross  

Ushers 

and  

Greeters 

Robbie Catron, Jake Catron, 
David Norcross, Teresa Nor-

cross Greg Wood, J.D. Smith, 

Mike Martin & Stewart Grant  

John Dooley, Scott Smith, Dack 
McKinney, Matt Saunders, Nor-
ris Fulton, Chuck Wheeler, Jim-
my Overstreet & Wesley Over-

street 

J.D. Smith, Greg Wood, David 
Norcross, Teresa Norcross, 

Chuck Wheeler, John Dooley, 
Wesley Overstreet & Scott 

Smith 

Robbie Catron, Jake Catron, 
David Grant, Stewart Grant, Da-

vid Grant, Tucker Grant, Will 
Grant &  Mike Martin  

John Dooley, Scott Smith, 
Dack McKinney, Matt Saun-

ders, Norris Fulton, Will Grant, 
Jimmy Overstreet & Wesley 

Overstreet 

 Van 

Drivers 
Bill Shepherd Bill Shepherd John Dooley John Dooley Bill Shepherd 

Clean 

Road  

Worker 

Barbara Catron Teresa Norcross Ralph Patterson William McKinney Mike & Christy Leftwich 

Deacon 

in Prayer 
Ed Nickols Dennis Overstreet Jimmy Overstreet Mick Overstreet Ralph Patterson 

Infant, 

Walker & 

Toddler 

Workers  

Infants:  Anna Carrico & Al-

len Hayes  

Walkers:  Jenny Krantz & 

Nancy Yates 

Preschool:  Krystal Hullette  

Infants:  Emily Stevens & 
Kelly Harmony  

Walkers:  Angelina Smith & 
Jessica Gonzalez 

Preschool:  Sue Saunders 

Infants:  Kim Tolley & Janet 

Linger 

 Walkers: Traci Jefferson & 

Margaret Sperrazza 

Preschool:    

 

Infants:   Pam Sheppard &  

Walkers:   Barbara Bauer 

Preschool:  Judy Danby &  

Becki Robertson 

 

 

Chil-

dren’s 

Worship 

Margaret Sperrazza  & Dina 

Krantz  

Power Point:  Botteichers 

Traci Jefferson  

Power Point:  Botteichers 

Becky Lugar & Robbie Catron 

Power Point:  Botteichers 

Ed Nickols & Traci Jefferson 

Power Point:  Botteichers 
 

W/C Greet-

ers Parking 
Ralph Patterson & Mike Martin Ed Nickols Dack McKinney & John Dooley 

Tony Fisher & Jimmy Over-

street 
Ralph Patterson & Mike Martin 

Worship Time 

Greeter Jimmy Overstreet Dack McKinney Stuart Byrd Mike Martin John Dooley 



Wednesday 

Night Dinner 

starts back 

up on Janu-

ary 6 

Bring in your aluminum for 

recycling.  There is a plastic 

container outside at the back 

of the Church (near the fire 

escape). 

All funds go to the Kitchen 

Fund to help purchase a 

double stainless steel sink 

and ceiling fans.  
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The Business 
Meetings are now 
held quarterly.  
The next Business 
Meeting will be on 
Wednesday, 
March 9 at 5:00 
pm in the Worship 
Center. 

 

Special Called Business 

Meeting 

There will be a Special 

Called Business Meeting 

after Worship on Jan. 3 

to vote on the Pastoral 

Search Committee. 

 

Haiti Interest Meeting 

There will be a meeting for 

all those interested in the 

Haiti Mission Trip after the 

Special Called Business 

Meeting on January 3. 


