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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WEEKLY CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION 

 
11th Sunday after Pentecost August 20, 2017 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 

A PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Almighty God, whose compassion embraces everyone, gather the outcast and the lost, heal the wounds of fear 

and distrust, and make us a community of reconciliation that we may embody Your merciful love and 
rejoice in Your astounding grace in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

GATHERING AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

WELCOME AND TIME OF GREETING 
 Pouring of the Water 
 Congregational Response (Hymn 488 verse 4)  I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 
         I was there to hear your borning cry; I’ll be there when you are old. 
       I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CHURCH LIFE 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 67) 
One: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face to shine upon us, 

that Your way may be known upon earth, Your saving power among all nations. 
All: Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. 
One: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for You judge the peoples with equity 

and guide the nations upon earth. 
All: Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. 
One: The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. 
All: May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere Him. 
 

*HYMN No. 37              Let All Things Now Living 
 

*INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER              (Page 35, front of Hymnal) 
                (…forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.) 
 

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
     Call to Confession 
     Prayer of Confession 

Have mercy on us, O God, for we stray far from being the people You desire for us to be. 
You want us to be generous, yet we are selfish and hard-hearted. 
You want us to be kind, yet we are unkind and judgmental. 
You want us to share Your love freely and include everyone, 

 yet we are self-focused and self-involved. 
Forgive us, O God, we pray. Have mercy on us, O Lord. Have mercy. 
  Hear us now in the silence, where there is always more to say… 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sung Response (Hymn No. 604)  Lamb of God 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world; grant us peace; grant us peace. 

Assurance of Pardon 
One: In the name of Jesus Christ, and by the power of the Spirit at work within us, 
 we are forgiven. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

*Congregational Response (Hymn No. 581)     Glory Be to the Father 
 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON    Isaiah 56:1-8     page599 
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON           Matthew 15:21-28    page 797 
 

SERMON            That Your Way May Be Known   Nancy M. Morris 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN No. 307                 God of Grace and God of Glory 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Declaration of Faith) 
God created human beings with a need for community and with freedom to enter into it 
 by responding to their Maker with grateful obedience and to one another with love and helpfulness. 
We believe that we have been created to relate to God and each other in freedom and responsibility. 
We may misuse our freedom and deny our responsibility by trying to live without God and other people 

or against God and other people. Yet we are still bound to them for our life and well-being, and 
intended for free and responsible fellowship with them. 

Since every human being is made for communion with God and others, we must treat no one with 
contempt. We are to respect and love all other people and ourselves as well. 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 
 Musical Offering 
 *Doxology (Hymn No. 609) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures high and low. 
 Alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit One. Alleluia! 
 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH AND PRAYER 
 

*HYMN No. 625                 O Lord My God (How Great Thou Art) 
 

*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (Hymn No. 591)      Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  

 

POSTLUDE 
 



*Let those who are able to stand 
 
The Prayer of Preparation is reprinted by permission from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion © 
2014, Westminster John Knox Press. The Prayer of Confession is provided by 
© 2017 Scripture Echo. www.ScriptureEcho.com 
 
We welcome today as our guest organist Josh Harrington. Josh has been a frequent substitute for us as 
needed in the past. We are grateful for his presence with us in this interim period. He will also be with us 
next Sunday. 
 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE (8/20/17-8/26/17) 
 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 a.m. Church School 

 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 

Monday  Solar Eclipse 
 

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – noon Parish Nurse 
  2:00 p.m. Care – Givers Support Group 
 

Thursday 12:00 p.m. BB&B 
 

Liturgist: Lyn Norton 
 

Worship Attendance 8/13/17 9:00 AM: 38; 11:00 AM: 95; total 133 
 

Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Noel and Betty Lehner to the Glory of God. 
 
We welcome today as our guest organist Josh Harrington. Josh has been a frequent substitute for us as 
needed in the past. We are grateful for his presence with us in this interim period. He will also be with us next 
Sunday. 

 
To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You are 
invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. Please let us 
know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite with this church. 
Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of church 

membership in our Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in 
these classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to contact Pastor 
Nancy Morris or call the church office at 882-2505 any time. 

 

 Hearing amplification units and large print hymnals are available in the narthex or speak to an usher. 

 During both worship services, a nursery is provided for small children through age 5. The nursery is located in 
the lower level of the educational building. For directions, please see an usher. 

 CDs of the services, including sermon, are available. We ask $1.00 to cover the cost of CDs. You can also hear 
sermons on our website: www.sprez.org. 

 The church office often communicates with the congregational family via email, including a weekly email 
update each Friday afternoon. If you wish to receive those updates and currently are not, please send an email 
from your email address to senecachurch@bellsouth.net asking to be added to the email update list. 

 On Sunday mornings, the entire parking lot off of Oak St. is reserved for handicapped persons and those 
needing ease of access. Please leave these spaces for our friends who are counting on them being available. 

 
 

http://www.scriptureecho.com/


Annual Meeting and Election of Officers 
The Session has called for the annual meeting of the congregation to take place NEXT SUNDAY, August 27 
immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service of worship. A letter from the Congregational Nominating Committee 
introducing their nominees for the offices of Ruling Elder, Deacon, and Trustee was recently mailed to the 
congregation.  The congregation will also be asked to approve changes in the terms of call for the pastor. A time of 
fellowship will be offered immediately after the meeting in the Chapter House in order to celebrate its 
“repristinated beauty.” 

Annual Report Books for 2017 
Books are almost ready for print and will be ready soon. They will also be on the web site for everyone to see. If 
you would like to request a copy please call the office or sign up below: 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Prayer Requests 
 

Church Family: Reid Arnold, Jan Arnold, Lucy Ballenger, Rick Black, Brenda DeHay, Don Erdman, Dot Findley, 
Florence Goehle, Martha Holleman, Ellen Hotz, Mary Ann Nuttall, Sandy Olsen, Suzanne Peden, Cal Reinking, Cecil 
Rigby, Irene Rigby, Bob Simpson, Garland Smith, and Jim Williams. 
 

Extended Church Family: Kathy Bryson, James Carter (friend of James Gaines), Ricky Carver (Curtis Long’s cousin), 
Jennifer Chastain (friend of Elizabeth Long), *Mary Jo Corbett (Beti Strobeck’s sister), Julie Doucet (Paul LaRoche’s 
sister), Bill Farson (Brother of Pat Harris), Estelle Harmon (Larry Harmon’s mother), Evans Harris (husband of Pat 
Harris), Joe Kahl (friend of Bob Norton), Linda Kelly (cousin of Elaine Williams), Myrt Klein (friend of Don & Norma 
Liebenberg), Stacy Kloc (Vicki Andy’s girlfriend’s daughter-in-law), Ken Lehner (Noel Lehner’s Brother), Sarah 
Lehner (Noel & Betty Lehner’s daughter), Theo Lehner (Noel & Betty Lehner’s son), Robert Leitner, Sr. (father-in-
law of Maria Leitner), Mackenzie (friend of Elizabeth Long), Arland McMullen (friend of Gary Owens), Bill & Eileen 
Mansfield (dear friends of Joan Riley), Bob McCormick (son in law of Lynn & Margaret Trainer), Tim Murphy 
(friends of Jon & Nancy Young), Billy Jo Nichols (friend of James Gaines), Betty Petrone (mother of Michele Creel), 
Cecilia Raxter (sister of Cecil Rigby), Gregory Rigby (brother of Cecil Rigby), Bryn Riley, eight-year-old daughter of 
McKenzie and Amy Riley (E/Flo Riley, grandparents), Bobbie Jean Robinson (friend of James Gaines), Fermon 
Robinson (friend of James Gaines), Mary Walker (Carol Shively’s mother), Susan Watt (teacher of Walhalla High 
School & friend of Linda Hostetler) Catherine Wilbanks, and Bob Willard (Jim Williams’ nephew). 
 

Those Serving in the Military: CDR Patrick O’Mara (Don & Cindi Lesley’s son-in-law.), 
Master Chief USN J. J. Johnson (Bill and Carolyn Palmer’s son-in-law) 
 

Special request for Prayer: Police Officer Lieutenant Mark Malueg (son-in-law of Margaret & Lynn Trainer) 
 
 

Note: Please let the church office know of updates to the prayer list. 
*name added this week 

 

 
A Prayer for Bangladesh 

14 August 2017 
O heavenly Father, we pray for our sister in faith Nomita, a field worker for a Christian service 
organization in northwestern Bangladesh, who three months ago became ill during an epidemic of food 
poisoning at a large church gathering in another part of the country.  Despite treatment, she never 
recovered from the debilitating intestinal symptoms; yet even with this persistent hardship, she has 
continued to work.  Fearing she will never get well, she weeps when she speaks of her stress and 

suffering.  Lord, have mercy upon your daughter Nomita and lift from her the burden of this disease.  Restore her 
to health and give her strength to continue serving you, we pray in the name of Christ, the Healer.  Amen. 
 



The morning of June 25 was a keepsake moment in the life of Seneca Presbyterian Church. A 

professionally recorded and prepared DVD of our anniversary service of worship is available for 

any who wish to preserve that memory. This recording includes the complete worship service 

along with a listing of the names of those who made the entire weekend possible. Its run time is 

105 minutes. Orders for DVDs will be taken through August 28, the Sunday of our Annual Meeting. The cost is 

$10 per DVD. We will place an order for all paid requests after that date. To secure your copy, contact the 

church office or fill out the form below. 

 

 

You can order now by filling out the form below and returning it to the church office. 

DVD of our Anniversary service of worship 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________ How Many? _________ 

 

Email: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Quick Notes 

 

 Flags on church property are marking utilities so the workers installing the irrigation system will not cause 

harm to anything. These flags should not be moved or removed. If you are responsible for children outside, 

please be sure they follow this request. 

 Barron Hall Lock Changing The lock on the main entrance (Oak Street parking lot entrance) to Barron Hall 

will be changed soon and new keys will be required for entry. If you will need a key, please send a text or 

email to Emily Land, Building and Grounds Moderator, and give her your name and the reason you need a 

key. Email landemily@bellsouth.net  Text 864-324-1617 

 Our Brothers Keeper Charity Golf Tournament for Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund needs volunteers to 

help with the golf tournament. Golfers are also needed. Sign-up sheets are in Knohl Hall. 

 Our new website is up and running. By checking on the What’s Happening section, you can sign-up for 

events such as pot-luck dinners, the Golf Tournament, and Lunch & Learns. Visit the website and sign-up 

today: www.sprez.org 

 Our New Directories are finally here. If you had your picture taken, your directory is in the library. Each 

has been labeled and placed in alphabetical order. 

 During the week of Tuesday, September 5th and Thursday, September 7th, Ernie Lombard will be away 

for vacation. Therefore, there will be no Parish Nurse that week, and office hours will resume on Tuesday, 

September 12th. As a reminder, with the preceding exception, Ernie is scheduled to be in his church office 

each Tuesday from 9 a.m. until noon. Please feel free to use this time to call him with a question or 

concerns or to drop by his office for a visit. 

 

 
 

mailto:landemily@bellsouth.net
http://www.sprez.org/


The annual Seneca Presbyterian Church outdoor service will be held on Sunday, September 17th at the 
Biggerstaff Retreat Center. This is located at 398 Biggerstaff Road, Seneca, SC 29672. We will hold one service 
at 10:30am, rain or shine. 
 
Directions: From church, turn left onto North 1st Street. Continue straight through "Miracle Circle" onto 
highway 28 towards Walhalla. At the Bountyland intersection, turn right onto Highway 188. Once across the 
lake, the next four-way-stop intersection is Ebenezer Road/ Biggerstaff Road. Turn right and drive to the end 
of the road, where you will be able to park on either side of the roadway. 
 
This year, lunch will be served in the pavilion following the service. The cost will be $6.00 per person. Please 
reserve and pay for lunch by Tuesday, September 12. 
 

 
Please join us for worship and fellowship! 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________How many: ______________ 

 
 

 

September Live and Learn: Transitioning Take 2 
 
Come and join us for our first "repeat" Live and Learn on Thursday, September 21st at 1:30 in Pastors Hall! 
There have been requests for this program to be redone and we are finally able to offer it again! We will again 
feature a roundtable discussion with Ernie Lombard, RN our Parish Nurse, Donna Beebe, LISW-CP & church 
elder and we welcome back Lynn Dee Barth, SPC member, now living at a continuing care retirement 
community (CCRC).  They will be discussing transition strategies and decisions as we age and health conditions 
change. At our first Live and Learn, Lynn Dee shared her plan for moving to a CCRC, but now we can hear how 
her transition has gone so far and what advice she now offers! 
 
We encourage you to join us on September 21st to gain information and begin thinking about the best plan for 
you! Reservations are not required, but will help us set up for the program. Please sign up below, on the 
church website or by calling the church office. 
 

 
I plan to attend the LIVE and LEARN: Transitioning Roundtable 
 
 
Name_______________________________________________ 
 
 
Question that you would like to see discussed 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 



Christian Education Study Opportunities 

 

The Christian Education Committee offers many opportunities for study throughout the week. These include 

the sessions listed below. Full descriptions of these opportunities can be found at www.sprez.org 

On Sunday Mornings 

 

 Children’s Sunday school is on hiatus for the summer. 

 

 The Sara Davis Stribling Class is a women's Bible study group using The Present Word and meets in the 

Sara Davis Stribling classroom (office hallway). Contact person: Betty Aschom 886-8997. 

 

 The Men's Bible Study meets in the youth room downstairs in Archie Barron Hall and is using The Present 

Word. Contact person: Louis Holleman. 885-0922 louischolleman@bellsouth.net 

 
 

 The Koinonia Class is hosting the study on the Biblical Literature: Genesis to Revelation. They meet in the 

Koinonia classroom (office hallway).Contact person: Dan Toole, 364-4846 

 

 The Open Door Class is on hiatus for the summer. Will begin September 10th in the library. 
 

Through the Week 

 

Brown Bag and Bible Study Group (BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the Sara Davis Stribling 

classroom. They are studying the Gospel of John. You are welcome to bring lunch. Contact person: Becky 

Drew 888-3409 rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net. 

 

Each of these classes is open to new participants and welcomes visitors at any time. Please consider these 

opportunities, choose one that meets your needs or piques your interest, and then visit to find out more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

http://www.sprez.org/
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Dear friends, 

Thank you all for your support over our first six months of operation. Ride To work Ministry 

Nonprofit Inc. provides temporary (up to 90 days) transportation to people who want to work 

and can find a job but legitimately don’t have transportation. 

In our first six months we have provided over 400 rides and we have eight current riders. 

 Most of our current riders are working at excellent jobs at factories or in home health care and we are very 

positive about their progress and opportunity to become self-sufficient. 

 Two of our riders have ‘graduated’ – one having bought a moped and the other having found a regular ride 

with a co-worker. 

 “B” has been on his own for over a month and texted us “there’s no words how I can express how grateful I 

am”. 

 “P” has been on her own since the end of July and wrote us “Without the program I would not have been 

able to keep my job or become self-sufficient. The drivers are always on time and very personable…….the 

people servicing those in the “Ride-To-Work” program do amazing and wonderful work. I can’t express my 

gratitude or appreciation to this ministry or the God-sent people that are available to make this program 

work.” 

As of June, Oconee County still has over 1500 people unemployed.  We think 5-10% (i.e. 75-150) of the 

unemployment is due to transportation issues. We have received over 70 applications and have several riders 

‘waiting in the wings’. Our biggest need in order to continue to serve the needs of our area is FUNDING and 

VOLUNTEERS. We have grown much faster than anticipated having gone from 2 rides in February to 50 rides in May 

to 250 rides in July! 

We need your help! Please help by supporting us financially. A donation of any amount would be a big help.  Send 

donations to: 

Ride To Work Ministry Nonprofit Inc., PO Box 1345, Seneca SC 29679. 
 

Does your company or business have the ability to help us? 
 

We also need more volunteers. Please respond to this e-mail if you’d be able to volunteer. 

Please pass this information to others you know who might be able to help us.  They can find more info at our 

website: rtwministry.org 

 

God bless you for your support! 

Steve Finger 

 

  



 
 

Our Brother’s Keeper Golf Tournament September 15, 2017 

 

TO: Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund 
 

REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDES: 
P.O. Box 1307 

 
LITE BREAKFAST & LUNCH 

Seneca, SC 29679 
 

Range Balls, Tee Gift Prizes, Cart, 

(INDICATE GOLF TOURNAMENT ON CHECK) 
 

Green Fees, Silent Auction 
 

 
SUBMIT THE ENTRY FORM WITH YOUR REGISTRATION FEE OF $50.00 PER PERSON 

OR $200.00 PER TEAM BY AUGUST 31, 2017 
 

1.  NAME: _______________________________________   2. NAME: __________________________________ 
 

 
Handicap ________ Phone _______________ Handicap __________ Phone ______________ 

 
 

E-Mail ______________________________________      E-Mail ____________________________________ 
 

 
3.  NAME: _______________________________________   4. NAME: __________________________________ 

 
 

Handicap ________ Phone ______________   Handicap _________ Phone _______________ 
 
 

E-Mail ______________________________________      E-Mail ____________________________________ 
 

 
Contribution Schedule 

 
 

O  Platinum Sponsor $1000.00 - Will include complimentary entry for team of four (4) 
O  Gold Sponsor         $750.00 – Will include complimentary entry for team of two (2) 
O Silver Sponsor       $500.00 
O Bronze Sponsor    $250.00 
O Hole Sponsor    $100.00 
O Silent Auction Item(s) ____________________________________________Value __________________ 
 
 
NAME YOU WISH TO HAVE IT DISPLAYED ON SIGNAGE ____________________________________________ 
 
 
OWNER OR COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE Name__________________________________________________ 
 
 
Contact Phone Number ________________________ Email ________________________________________ 
 
 
Please mail your contribution to: 
 

Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund    P.O. Box 1307    Seneca, SC 29679 
 

Please complete and return this form with your contribution. 
Make your check payable to Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund or (OPSF). 

Be sure to designate “GOLF” on the “for” or “memo” line at the bottom of your check 
 


