Hope

WEEKLY CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION
First Sunday of Advent

December 3, 2017
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship

A PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Lord God, you have woken me from sleep; the night is gone, the day is here.
Enable me to put on the Lord Jesus Christ and help me to live honorably this day,
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen
GATHERING AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD
WELCOME AND TIME OF GREETING
The Lighting of the Advent Candle
Congregational Response
One: Faithful God, out of war’s chaos, You bring the order of peace. Renew us in hope, that we may work
toward Christ’s advent of peace among all nations.
All: God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come.
Sing: He Came Down (Hymn No. 137)
He came down that we may have hope!
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CHURCH LIFE
OPENING VOLUNTARY

Ave Maria

Jacob Arcadelt

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 122 and Isaiah 2)
One: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
All: Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord that we may learn God’s ways and walk in God’s paths.
One: Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
All: Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
*HYMN No. 82

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Lord, have mercy on us.
We are not ready for Your coming.
We live in sin, as though there were no justice.
We live in fear, as though there were no grace.
Forgive us, Lord. Show us Your mercy and steadfast love.
Lead us in Your truth, and teach us Your paths, for You are the God of our salvation.
Hear us in the silence, where there is always more to say…
Sung Response: Hymn No. 604
Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world; grant us peace; grant us peace.
Assurance of Pardon
One: In the name of Jesus Christ, and by the power of the Spirit at work within us,
we are forgiven.
All: Thanks be to God.
*Congregational Response: Hymn No. 581
Glory Be to the Father

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
ANTHEM
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE

Luke 1:26-38

SERMON

Mary: Blessed Handmaid

page 831
Nancy M. Morris

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
*HYMN No. 101

No Wind at the Window

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
Musical Offering
Bon Joseph Ecoute Moy
*Doxology (Hymn No. 609)
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word and Spirit one. Alleluia!
*Prayer of Dedication

Michel Corrette

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH AND PRAYER
CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER
*Communion Hymn No. 92
While We Are Waiting, Come
Invitation to the Lord’s Table and Prayer of Thanksgiving
Breaking of the Bread and Receiving God’s Gifts
Sharing God’s Gifts
One: We send You out with this bread and cup to share the feast of the risen Lord.
All: We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
Prayer
GOING OUT INTO GOD'S WORLD
*HYMN No. 104

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

*CHARGE and BENEDICTION
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

The Lord’s Prayer

POSTLUDE
*Let those who are able stand

Basse de Cromorne

Malotte
Clérambault

In order that all may partake, the bread served with the Communion meal is gluten free.
We thank Beti Strobeck for her gift of bulletin cover art for the Advent season.
The Prayer of Preparation and Prayer of Confession are reprinted by permission from Feasting on the Word
Worship Companion © 2012 and 2013, Westminster John Knox Press. The Lighting of the Advent Candle liturgy is
adapted from “Lighting the Advent Wreath in the Tradition of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love,” Office of Theology and
Worship, PC(USA).
The Pickens Concert Choir, directed by Carla Padgett, will present Bach’s Christmas Oratorio on Friday, December
15 at 7:00 p.m. and on Sunday, December 17 at 3:00 p.m. at the Pickens County Performing Arts Center in Liberty.
For information, see www.pickensconcertchoir.com.
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Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE (12/3/17-12/9/17)
9:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship
10:00 a.m.
Church School
11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
2:45 p.m.
Circle 1
5:30 p.m.
Diaconate
6:30 p.m.
Handbells
9:00 a.m. – noon
Parish Nurse
10:15 a.m..
Circle 2
5:30 p.m.
Circle 6
6:30 p.m.
Choir
12:00 noon
BB&B
9:00 a.m.
Knitters

Liturgist: 9: 00 a.m. Maria Leitner & 11:00 a.m. Peggy Fouts
Worship Attendance 11/26/17 9:00 AM: 31; 11:00 AM: 85; total 116
To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You are invited to
join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. Please let us know if we can serve
you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a series of
Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian tradition. The
next series of classes has been scheduled for January 14, 21, and 28, 2018. Those interested in membership are
encouraged to participate in these classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to
contact Pastor Nancy Morris or call the church office at 882-2505 any time.








Hearing amplification units and large print hymnals are available in the narthex or speak to an usher.
During both worship services, a nursery is provided for small children through age 5. The nursery is located in the
lower level of the educational building. For directions, please see an usher.
CDs of the services, including sermon, are available. We ask $1.00 to cover the cost of CDs. You can also hear
sermons on our website: www.sprez.org.
The church office often communicates with the congregational family via email, including a weekly email update
each Friday afternoon. If you wish to receive those updates and currently are not, please send an email from your
email address to senecachurch@bellsouth.net asking to be added to the email update list.
On Sunday mornings, the entire parking lot off of Oak St. is reserved for handicapped persons and those needing
ease of access. Please leave these spaces for our friends who are counting on them being available.
Please remember the church in your will.

The Stated Session Meeting for December: The Session has scheduled their stated meeting for the month of
December for Tuesday, December 12, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. New officers will be examined at this meeting.

The Little Green Thumbs Garden needs about 10 deep (12 inches+), wide (12 inches+)
pots/planters. Pots cannot be plastic as that provides no protection from freezing temperatures.
Wooden or clay pots are best! Our ‘budding’ gardeners will plant spring flower bulbs in the pots on
December 14. If you have any pots to share please bring them to the rough room in Barron Hall. If
anyone has burlap or old fabrics lying around, we could also wrap the pots as a protective measure from the cold. The
Garden Committee wants to THANK YOU for the wonderful support so many of you are giving to this SPC community
care project. We also WELCOME YOU to join us on Dec. 14 to see the impact your support makes!
Bake Sale Sunday December 17!
The Sunday School children are getting ready for annual Bake Sale! We will be in Knohl Hall between the two
services and following the 11:00 worship. We will be baking up a storm the day before and will have cookies
(including our wonderfully decorated cut-out cookies), breads, candies, cupcakes, and pies! The donations
from the bake sale will go to our continued support through World Vision of a young girl named Alga and her
family in Ethiopia. Alga is now eleven years old. She likes to draw, play soccer, and help her family with the
washing. Alga is in fourth grade and also goes to a Sunday School. We love to send her letters and get news back from
her! Thank you for helping this mission of our class and we hope you enjoy the goodies!

Prayer Requests
Church Family: Barney Allgood, Reid Arnold, Lucy Ballenger, Rick Black, Dot Findley, Florence Goehle, Martha
Holleman, Helen Kelly, *Jacob Murr, Mary Ann Nuttall, Cal Reinking, Bob Simpson, Garland Smith, Beti Strobeck, and
Jim Williams.
Extended Church Family: Kathy Bryson, James Carter (friend of James Gaines), Jennifer Chastain (friend of Elizabeth
Long), Julie Doucet (Paul LaRoche’s sister), Gretchen (sister of Susan Goebel), Estelle Harmon (Larry Harmon’s mother),
Evans Harris (husband of Pat Harris), Sophie Hunter (1 year old great granddaughter of Leroy & Becky Drew), Joe Kahl
(friend of Bob Norton), Linda Kelly (cousin of Elaine Williams), Myrt Klein (friend of Don & Norma Liebenberg), Stacy
Kloc (Vicki Andy’s girlfriend’s daughter-in-law), Ken Lehner (Noel Lehner’s brother), Sarah Lehner (Noel & Betty
Lehner’s daughter), Theo Lehner (Noel & Betty Lehner’s son), Robert Leitner, Sr. (father-in-law of Maria Leitner),
Reuben Lopez (Kathy Gerner’s daughter in Law’s father), Mackenzie (friend of Elizabeth Long), Janet Malkemes
(Pamela Davidson-Smith), Arland McMullen (friend of Gary Owens), Bill & Eileen Mansfield (dear friends of Joan Riley),
Bob McCormick (son in law of Lynn & Margaret Trainer), Tim Murphy (friends of Jon & Nancy Young), Billy Jo Nichols
(friend of James Gaines), Betty Petrone (mother of Michele Creel), Mary Pirayesh (work colleague of Phil Morris),
*Glenda Pitts, Cecilia Raxter (sister of Cecil Rigby), Gregory Rigby (brother of Cecil Rigby), Bryn Riley, eight-year-old
daughter of McKenzie and Amy Riley (E/Flo Riley, grandparents), Bobbie Jean Robinson (friend of James Gaines),
Fermon Robinson (friend of James Gaines), *Katie Smith (daughter-in-law of Robin Smith), *Joey Smith (husband of
Robin Smith), Mary Walker (Carol Shively’s mother), Susan Watt (teacher of Walhalla High School & friend of Linda
Hostetler) Catherine Wilbanks, and Bob Willard (Jim Williams’ nephew).
Those Serving in the Military: CDR Patrick O’Mara (Don & Cindi Lesley’s son-in-law); Master Chief USN J. J. Johnson (Bill
and Carolyn Palmer’s son-in-law); Kenny Alex (friend of Cal and Jean Reinking and grandson of Joan Callahan), to be
deployed to Syria.
Special request for Prayer: Police Officer Lieutenant Mark Malueg (son-in-law of Margaret & Lynn Trainer)
Note: Please let the church office know of updates to the prayer list.
*name added this week
We wish a happy December 4th birthday to Christy Jones. We regret that her birthday was not included in the
December Presby Press listing.
A Prayer for Bangladesh
Drs. Les and Cindy Morgan are enjoying a brief time of respite. Their weekly prayers for Bangladesh will resume in
January 2018.

Christian Education Study Opportunities
The Christian Education Committee offers many opportunities for study throughout the week. These include the
sessions listed below. Full descriptions of these opportunities can be found at www.sprez.org.
On Sunday Mornings








Children’s Sunday School meets downstairs in the Craft Room. For more information, contact Ann Smith 9738967 asmith124@att.net or Susan Caldwell 882-7916 sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net.
The Sara Davis Stribling Class is a women's Bible study group using The Present Word and meets in the Sara
Davis Stribling classroom (office hallway). Contact person: Betty Aschom 886-8997.
The Men's Bible Study meets in the youth room downstairs in Archie Barron Hall and is using The Present
Word. Contact person: Louis Holleman. 885-0922 louischolleman@bellsouth.net.
The Koinonia Class is studying the Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph by Adam Hamilton. They
meet in the Koinonia classroom (office hallway).Contact person: Dan Toole, 364-4846.
The Open Door Class is for men and women. During the Advent season, they will be joining the Koinonia Class.
Email Bonnie at bandruszka@gmail.com or call 973-8008 to receive information about January plans.
Through the Week
Brown Bag and Bible Study Group (BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the Sara Davis Stribling classroom.
For the Advent season, they are hosting the Thursday opportunity for the Advent study. They will resume their
study of the Epistle of James in January. You are welcome to bring lunch. Contact person: Becky Drew 888-3409
rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net.

Each of these classes is open to new participants and welcomes visitors at any time. Please consider these
opportunities, choose one that meets your needs or piques your interest, and then visit to find out more.
An Opportunity for Advent Study
The Advent season provides a time for study and preparation for the gift of the Christ child. The study topic for this
year is the person of Joseph. The study guide will be Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph by Adam Hamilton.
This study is offered at two different times: Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. through December 17 in the Koinonia
Classroom AND Thursdays at noon through December 21 in the Sara Davis Stribling classroom. Brenda Thomson will
facilitate both groups. Books are available in the church office. Cost: $13.00

Plan now to join us for the Annual Christmas Dinner on Dec 10 immediately following the 11 o’clock
worship service. The meal will be Roast Pork. Reservations will be accepted through Wednesday, Dec 6.
Please reserve your place for the Christmas dinner this year because we have a special treat for you. A
short Christmas play put on by a group from the Oconee Community Theater will follow our meal and you
won't want to miss it!!! Please turn in your payment with your reservation slip. The cost will be $15 per person; $7 for
ages 7-11. Children 6 and under are free.
Annual Christmas Dinner
Name: _____________________________How many attending: ______ Check # _________
This year the Worship Committee will offer the opportunity to make a donation in honor or in memory of others
during the Christmas season. This will defray expenses with Christmas floral arrangements for the Advent season.
Those contributing to this fund will have this information printed in the December 31st bulletin. Please complete the
information below if you desire to participate this season. Make checks for your desired amount payable to SPC,
marked for Christmas floral. Any remaining funds will be donated to the Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund. Deadline
for donations is December 24th.
In Honor or Memory (circle one) of ______________________________________________
Name(s) of those giving the donation _____________________________________________

