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A word from your pastor…
A Rich Season for Worship
The church year offers us two major periods of abundant opportunities for worship:
the Christmas and Easter cycles. Of the two, the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany seasons
are probably the most beloved. Because Christmas falls on a Monday this year, the
Advent season is as short as it could possibly be, beginning on December 3 and ending
on Christmas Eve, December 24. It still offers us four Sundays of anticipation marked
by the lighting of Advent candles in our Advent wreath. This year we will be inviting families with children
along with our new members to lead us in the lighting of those candles.
The 11:00 services of worship on December 10 and 17 will include additional musical
offerings: by our Chancel Choir on December 10 and our Hand Bell Choir on December 17. On
that Sunday we will also dedicate an additional set of chimes that were donated by the
Deacons in honor of Karen McBryde.
We will again offer a service of Quiet Christmas in order to acknowledge that, for many, the season is
not solely one of good cheer. The challenge of grief is deep during these days and the Quiet Christmas service
acknowledges that reality. It will take place on Wednesday, December 20 at 12:15 p.m. in the sanctuary.
Communion will be served. The crowd will likely be small, making the intimacy of shared experience even
more powerful.
Because of this year’s Christmas Eve Sunday, the morning worship services
will be combined. That combined service will begin at 10:30 a.m. Our typical and
delightful Family Christmas Eve Service will begin at 5:00 that evening followed by
the Service of Lessons and Carols with Candlelight and Communion at 8:00 p.m.
Invite your friends and neighbors to join you at either or both.
New Year’s Eve Sunday will offer the usual 9:00 and 11:00 services. The first Sunday of the new year
(January 7) will be a time for ordination and installation of our new officers. That service will be combined
(10:30 a.m.) so that we may mark this transitional Sunday as one worshipping congregation.
May God bless you and your family in this rich season for worship in anticipation and celebration of
God’s gift of the Christ child to the world.

Resources for the Advent Journey
A Sanctified Art (www.sanctifiedart.org) is a team of four young, creative
(Presbyterian) artists whose passion for visual arts, poetry, and liturgy led to an online ministry of resources for congregations. We shared their Lenten devotional
booklet this past year and are pleased to offer their Advent devotional resource – Let
There be Color - this season. Since it is delivered digitally, we can make as many
copies as we need. They will be on the literature tables as you enter the sanctuary
and throughout the building during December. May this resource guide you in
focused and calm spiritual preparation for the celebration of Christmas. Resources
from this talented team will also be shared during the Quiet Christmas service, making
that service different yet just as meaningful as in past years.
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To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation.
You are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we
provide. Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an
invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's Classes
that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian tradition. The
next series of classes has been scheduled for January 14, 21, and 28, 2018. Those
interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these classes. If you are
interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to contact Pastor
Nancy Morris or call the church office at 882-2505 any time.

Thanks to all of you
who contributed to the
PW Thank Offering and
the support of the
women and children
through out the world.

If you have any flower vases from
the 100th Anniversary Celebration
and the Kirking of the Tartans,
please return them to the library
or the church office. Thanks

The Church Office
Will Be Closed for
the
Christmas Holiday
on December 22nd
and 25th
and
January 1st for the
New Year’s Holiday.

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR
2018 are now in Knohl Hall.
Your envelopes will have your
name listed on them. Please
be sure you pick up the
correct box. If you do not
currently have a box of envelopes, please contact the
church office and we will be glad to assign you one.

SPC Contribution Report
In keeping with the Session’s plan to monitor the
church’s financial status, the Finance Committee is
given a weekly contribution summary.
(Adjustment for annual contributions)
2017 - 2018 Budget (20 weeks: July 01 – Nov. 14): :

$162,503.00

Contributions: (16 weeks: July 01 – Nov. 14):

$138,443.00

Over/(Short) ($24,060.00)

Church Staff
Tis the Season to Show our Appreciation for our
Church Staff! A reminder that Christmas is just
around the corner. Anyone who
would like to make a donation to
the staff Christmas gift fund, is free
to do so by Sunday, December 17,
(absolute deadline). Please
include “Staff Christmas Gift”
on your check. It is a
wonderful time to remember
our office, parish associate,
music and custodial staff
members.
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The Garden Subcommittee of the Missions and Community Care Committee
“Little Green Thumbs Garden.”

On November 16, 2017 Mallory Dailey
(Clemson Univ. Cooperative Extension 4-H
Agent for Oconee County) delighted the
Little Green Thumb gardeners with a special
presentation on BUGS!! The kids learned all
about beneficial and not-so-helpful garden
bugs and saw many examples of preserved
insects (we were glad they weren’t alive!).
Mallory also piqued their interest with a
great talk on monarch butterflies and the
kids learned how to tag them as a help to
scientists and local people’s incomes in
Mexico! Our next event is the KALE
HARVEST, and we hope the deer have left us
a little to eat.
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SAVE THE DATE: The ninth Annual SPC Women’s Retreat will be held
on March 16 and 17, 2018. Put the dates on your calendar now and
watch the January Presby Press for more information and a registration
form. We will once again enjoy the hospitality and beauty of Asbury
Hills Camp and Retreat Center, near Cleveland SC. Asbury Hills has had to raise their price again this year. The
cost of the retreat will be $100. You won’t want to miss this opportunity to learn and to grow in your faith.
Plan now to spend 24 hours away from the everyday and to make new friends, rest, relax and enjoy God’s
beautiful creation.
The 2018 Flower Calendar notebook is located on the table across from the church
office or you can reserve a date on our web site sprez.org/worship/flowers. If you would
like to provide flowers for the sanctuary during 2018, please sign on the chosen date. Please
remember, instead of fresh flowers you can make a donation to your favorite fund or charity. If you
make any changes in the book, please let the office know about it. There is a link to order your
flowers from Heartwarmers, the florist the church uses.

The Little Green Thumbs Garden needs about 10 deep (12 inches+), wide (12 inches+)
pots/planters. Pots cannot be plastic as that provides no protection from freezing
temperatures. Wooden or clay pots are best! Our ‘budding’ gardeners will plant spring flower
bulbs in the pots on December 14. If you have any pots to share, please bring them to the
rough room in Barron Hall. If anyone has burlap or old fabrics lying around we could also wrap
the pots as a protective measure from the cold. The Garden Committee wants to THANK YOU
for the wonderful support so many of you are giving to this SPC community care project.
We also WELCOME YOU to join us on Dec. 14 to see the impact your support makes!

Bake Sale Sunday December 17!
The Sunday School children are getting ready for their annual Bake Sale! We will
be in Knohl Hall between the two services and following the 11:00 worship.
We will be baking up a storm the day before and will have cookies (including our
wonderfully decorated cut-out cookies), breads, candies, cupcakes, and pies!
The donations from the bake sale will go to our continued
support through World Vision of a young girl named Alga and
her family in Ethiopia.
Alga is now eleven years old. She likes to draw, play soccer,
and help her family with the washing. Alga is in fourth grade
and also goes to a Sunday School.
We love to send her letters and get news back from her!
Thank you for helping this mission of our class and we hope
you enjoy the goodies!
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December
24 Christmas
Joy Offering
A Presbyterian tradition for almost
70 years, the Christmas Joy Offering
is one of the four special offerings
designated by the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church to
provide congregations direct ways of
supporting specific causes that help
those in need.
The receipts from the offering are
distributed equally to the Board of
Pensions
for
supplemental
retirement and medical assistance
for former clergy, missionaries,
church workers and their families,
and to the Racial Ethnic Schools and
Colleges
supported
by
the
Presbyterian Church to be used for
scholarships and basic costs.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2017: OPPORTUNITIES FOR
WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP
Advent Sundays: December 3, 10, 17, and 24
The Advent Candles will be lit as part of each worship service.
Special Music Sundays: December 10 and 17 (11:00 service)
Christmas Dinner: Sunday, December 10 following the 11:00
service
A Service of Quiet Christmas: Wednesday, December 20,
12:15 p.m. with Communion
Christmas Eve: Sunday, December 24
Combined Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.
Family Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 p.m. featuring our
children and grandchildren
Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols with Candlelight
and Communion at 8:00 p.m.
Please share all these opportunities for worship and
fellowship with your neighbors and friends!

Ministers’ Cook—Off
November 2, 2017
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Merry Christmas! As I think about the month of December and the celebration of
Christ’s birth, I also think about light. Also, I think about the absence of light. The
beginning of daylight savings time, which was November 5th, hastened the time of
nightfall. Thursday, December 21st is the Winter Solstice for those of us in the
Northern Hemisphere. And, on that day, we will experience the shortest period of
sunlight for 2017 and the longest night of the year.

Seasonal affective disorder (SAD) is a form of depression that happens when there is
decreased natural sunlight and the days become colder and shorter. According to the Cleveland
Clinic, it has been estimated that as many as 9 percent of the adults in the United States experience
symptoms of SAD, and three-quarters of sufferers are women. Symptoms include: Feelings of sadness or
a serious mood shift when the seasons change; Lack of energy; Cravings for carbohydrates; Overeating;
Loss of interest in pleasurable activities; Difficulty with sleep.
In order to combat SAD, the Cleveland Clinic recommends the following: Try an exercise program –
psychologist Scott Bea, PsyD. says “Moving your body will compete with that tendency to be sluggish, and
can produce good brain chemistry”; Create social situations – Dr. Bea recommends that you try to push
yourself to be more social and to connect with others; “The key is to get your attention and thoughts
away from yourself”, he says; Use light therapy – research has shown that light therapy, which is
sometimes called phototherapy, can help people with SAD. The therapy is administered by a device that
contains white fluorescent light tubes covered with a plastic screen to block ultraviolet rays.
If you, or someone you know, may be feeling “the holiday blues”, consider the possibility of
the cause being light deprivation. Want to know more? Call the Parish Nurse, or stop by the
office on Tuesdays from 9 am until noontime, to discuss further. As limited as it may be, in the
words of the late Helen Keller, “Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see the
shadows.” Merry Christmas, Ernie

Hospitality for the Christmas Parade
Thank you for all the
wonderful cookies and
to Ken Andruszka and
Irene Rigby for serving
hot chocolate and
passing out cookies.
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Explanation of our Chrismon tree and Chrismon ornaments
The evergreen tree, which symbolizes the eternal life which our Savior has
won for us, is a background for tiny white lights and white and gold
Chrismons. The lights speak of Him who is the light of the world. A
Chrismon (medieval Latin word meaning a symbol of Christ or Christianity,
or a “Christ-Monogram”) proclaims the Name, the Life and the Saving Acts
of Jesus the Christ. White, the liturgical color for Christmas, suggests the
innocence, purity, and perfection of our Savior. Gold, as a symbol, stands
for the glory and majesty of God and the Son of God. Crowns, crosses,
doves, stars, and butterflies are a few examples of a Chrismon.

The EIGHT POINTED STAR is a symbol of the world. This symbolism
is enhanced by the golden orbs, also symbols of the world. This
symbol reminds us that Christ came to save the world.
The CROWN symbolizes The Kingship of our Lord; His victory over sin and death; His place of honor
at the right hand of God the Father.
The FISH AND BREAD remind us of the breakfast on the beach to which Jesus called his disciples
following the resurrection. Also, Jesus fed the multitudes with loaves and fishes.
The CELTIC CROSS is a cross used by the Christians of England for many years. The orb in the center
represents the Rising Sun, representative of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who rose from the dead.
The arms of the cross are rays of light shining forth from the sun. This reminds us that Christ is the
Light of the world.
The IXTHUS is the Greek word for fish. This is an acrostic for the Greek words meaning Jesus Christ.
God’s Son, Savior.
The IOTA CHI, or CIPHER symbolize the first letters of our Lord’s title, Christ, and His name, Jesus.
Placing a circle around it symbolizes the eternal nature of the Son of Man.
The “X” and “P” is the Greek letter “CHI” and “RHO” superimposed. They are the first two letters in
the name “Christ” spelled in Greek (Xpistos). The “A” and upside down “U” are the Greek letters,
“Alpha” and “Omega”, the first and the last, the Beginning and the End.”
The IOTA, ETA, SIGMA are the first three letters in the Greek word for Jesus. These letters on the
cross remind us that Jesus died for us on the cross.
The LATIN CROSS WITH ALPHA AND OMEGA reminds us that Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End, who died on the cross for us.
The TRIUMPHANT CHURCH symbolizes the world (as seen by the latitude and longitude lines) with the
cross on top. It reminds us that Christ is triumphant over the challenges presented by living in the
world.
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Seneca High School Madrigals during our Family Potluck in November

2017 SPC Christmas Floral Fund
Last year people gave $510.00 to the floral fund. Floral expenses were $77.95, with a
check for $432.05 going to the Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund. Although contributions
were less than half of last year’s contributions, the OPSF is still appreciative. Since 2012, OPSF
has received $2,734.64.
Thank you for your contributions. Janey Turner
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
This year the Worship Committee will offer the opportunity to make a donation in honor or in memory of
others during the Christmas season. This will defray expenses with Christmas floral arrangements for the
Advent season. Those contributing to this fund will have this information printed in the December 31 st
bulletin. Please complete the information below if you desire to participate this season. Make checks for
your desired amount payable to SPC, marked for Christmas floral. Any remaining funds will be donated to
the Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund. Deadline for donations is December 24 th.
In Honor or Memory (circle one) of __________________________________________________________
Name(s) of those giving the donation _________________________________________________________
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The Presbyterian Women’s event was the Christmas Workshop and Luncheon that was held Saturday,
November 4th, at 10 a.m. Pajamas and tennis shoes for girls and boys ages 3 – 13 were collected for Helping
Hands and delivered by Ann Smith. Carolyn Maddox was in charge of the luncheon and Donna Montague
lead us in preparing Christmas gifts for local assisted living facilities.



Circle 1 meeting is the first Monday, December 4th, at 2:45 p.m. Join us in the Sara Davis Stribling Room.



Circle 2 meeting is the first Tuesday, December 5th, at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the Church Library.



Circle 6 meeting is the first Wednesday, December 6th. Join us at the Ye’ Ole Sandwich Shop at 5:30 p.m.
If you have questions, you can call any of the three Chairs,
Ann Smith, Circle 1, 973-8967, Lou Schuman, Circle 2, 718-9177, Kathy Gerner, Circle 6, 903-3455,
or Joanna Redick, Moderator, 944-6011.

Remember all ladies of the church are welcome, please join us!!
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We joyfully celebrated Amber Charles’ growth and development since February of
2014 when she first joined the Ripple of One program! At the time, Amber was a
housekeeper. She went to school for her CNA, and obtained an internship. She was
hired on with that company and is now, after a recent promotion, the Activities
Assistant! She used to struggle to get to work on time, but being on time is just one
of her amazing traits now that she has a job she loves!
Amber is a phenomenal mother to three young kids, Samson, Marcus, and Amiyah.
She stays active with them, going hiking, fishing, doing arts and crafts, etc. Amber
has chosen to return as a volunteer to Ripple of One by leading our fitness class,
Ripple Strong, once a month! A new client spoke at her graduation about Amber’s gift of motivation.
Fellow clients recalled significant times when she was a great friend to them, from visiting them in the
hospital to checking on their cars.
After celebrating, we watched a video of Glennon Doyle Melton inspiring us to take the journey of the
love warrior. Instead of shying away from our pain, she encouraged u s to face it and then use it to
grow: “first the pain, then the rising.” Additionally, we discussed the logistics of our Ripple Maker
Conference! We will be treating our ladies for all their hard-work of implementing lifestyle changes
with an all-inclusive trip to Asheville for dinner, a full day of inspirational and financial speakers, and a
spa day. (This will be the first time leaving Oconee County for one of our clients!)
Our children were so excited to see the growth in the garden! They absolutely love seeing the
greenery and realizing that this is real food and that it comes from the ground. They also created
masks for Halloween. Our Lil’ Ripplers learned more about money and what it is in our “Money
Matters- And So Do You” program.
Amber won our 120 Day Health
Challenge. The prize was a
haircut, makeover, new outfit,
and professional photo shoot.
At left is the end product of this
beauty day!

~~ Thank you so much for allowing us to share
your space. And also a huge thank you for
leading our children in gardening. They are
learning so much and being exposed to new
ideas and practices.
~Ray and the Ripple staff

Ripple of One needs volunteers on Tuesdays from 5:30p.m. - 6:45p.m. and the 3rd Thursday of
every month from 5:45p.m. – 8:15p.m. Volunteer applications are at the church office. Please
stop by and pick up one.

New Members
Mr. & Mrs. Chip & Dee Dee White

Mr. & Mrs. Don & Chellye Pomeroy

50 Mainsail Drive

12 Maritime Drive

Salem SC 29676

Salem SC 29676

FIFTH SUNDAY PEANUT BUTTER – Every fifth Sunday this congregation presents an offering of
peanut butter that will be given to the Golden Corner Food Pantry. Peanut butter is wonderfully
nutritious but also too expensive to purchase in bulk, so your contributions are greatly appreciated.
Don’t forget your peanut butter next Sunday
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December Birthdays and
*Anniversaries
December 2
Lynne Dee Barth
December 4
Stephen Jones
Jim Williams
December 5

December 15
Mike Harper

December 6

John Davidson: Ruth Davidson
Elizabeth Eberhart: Circle Two and
Jim and Merilyn Moss

December 16
Curtis & Elizabeth Long*

Bob Murray: Chris & Janey Turner and

Linda Porter

Fred and Lavelle Marcengill

December 18

Calvin Reinking

Memorials and Honorariums

Tim & Lavonne Moon*

Elinor Workman: Robert and Penelope Mayfield

December 19

Tyler Smith

Ken Andruszka

December 7

December 21

Curtis Long

Fynn DeHay

December 9
Tracy Andrews
December 10

Noel Lehner
James Moss
December 22

Martha Holleman
Barbara Patterson
Barney & Nancy Allgood*
December 11
Palmer Kisker
December 12

Lewis Creel
December 25
Lesley Hudgins
December 27
Lilli Rannou
Brenda Lamb

Pat Williams

John & Nancy Wilson*

December 13

December 28

Marti Usher

Fynn & Brenda DeHay*

December 14
Betty Kinback

Emily & Jerry Land*

This month’s flower is a
Holly
Symbolizing:
sweetness, self-esteem, vanity

Flower Calendar
December 3 — Communion/Flowers are
placed in the sanctuary by Garland Smith in
loving memory of Margaret Smith.
December 10 — Flowers are placed in the
sanctuary by Gordon & Helen Lewis in
loving memory of their parents, Dora E.
Lewis & Everett P. Eddy.
December 17 — Flowers are placed in the
sanctuary by Margot Holmquist in loving
memory of Jim who made Christmas for his
family for 56 years.
December 24 — A donation is made to OPSF
from Dodie Benzee in loving memory of Les.
December 31—
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Opportunities For Study
Each of these classes is open to
new participants and welcomes
visitors at any time.
Please
consider these opportunities,
choose one that meets your needs
or piques your interest, and then
visit to find out more.
Sara Davis Stribling Class

Children's Sunday School
We meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
downstairs in the Craft Room. There
will be a snack, a lesson, and an
activity each morning.

Men’s Bible Study

What: The Present Word

What: The Present Word

Where: Sara Davis Stribling Room

Where: Youth Room
(Archie Barron Hall)

Teachers: Larry Josey and Pat Harris
Contact:

Betty Aschom, 886-8997

Teachers: Louis Holleman
Contact: Louis Holleman, 885-0922

Open Door Class
What: The Wired Word
(Topics vary weekly)

The Koinonia Class

Where: Library

What: Reading Biblical Literature:
Genesis to Revelation

Facilitator: Bonnie Andruszka

Where: Koinonia Room

Contact: Bonnie Andruszka, 973-8008
Advent Study began November 26th

Led by: Dan Toole
Contact: Dan Toole, 364-4846
Advent Study began November 26th

—
Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
What: The Epistle of James
When: Thursdays
from 12:00 - 1:15 p.m.
(you are welcome to bring lunch)
Where: Sara Davis Stribling Room
Contact: Becky Drew, 888-3409
Advent Study began November 30th

Ever
yone
Plea is Welco
se jo
me —
in us
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Annual Report Books for 2017

are ready for you.

They are on the web site for everyone to see.

Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
Session 2017
Moderator: Nancy M. Morris
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Michele Creel
Administration:
Lewis Creel, Moderator
Jim Kenworthy
Building & Grounds:
Emily Land, Moderator
Tim Moon
George Strobeck
Christian Education:
Donna Beebe, Moderator
Fellowship:
Jan Palmer, Moderator
Finance:
Barbara Davenport, Moderator
Mission and Community Care:
Cecil Rigby, Moderator
Outreach Development:
Marti Usher, Moderator
Stewardship:
Louis Holleman, Moderator
Worship:
Nancy Clayton, Moderator

Friend in Faith Quote
for December

Deacons

Keep Collecting

2018 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the church
library.
The
calendars
are
distributed at Our Daily Bread, Our
Daily Rest, “FamilyFriends”, and
OPSF.

“Ladies That Do
Lunch” gather
the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each
month at The Spot on Ram
Cat Alley at 12:00 noon.
Everyone is welcome—come
and enjoy good fellowship
and great food!

Co-Moderators:
Becky Drew, Dian Yanessa
Bonnie Andruszka, Vicki Andy,
Becky Hetherington, Kelly Holleman,
Carla Honea, Elizabeth Long,
Charlotte McDonald, Lavonne Moon,
Alicia Rannou, Natalie Schwartz,
Ann Smith, Nancy Wilson

Trustees
Class of 2017: Larry Marett
Class of 2018: Jerry Fouts
Class of 2019: Bob Norton

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. Postage
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Seneca, SC 29678
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Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Telephone – 864-882-2505

Presbyterian
Church

FAX – 864-882-2528

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Dr. Nancy M. Morris, Pastor
nmorrisspc@bellsouth.net
Pastor’s Blog “Seedlings”
www.revnmorris.blogspot.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Carla Padgett, Choir Director
carla@carlasart.com
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Les and Dr. Cindy Morgan, Missionary
(serving in Rajshahi, Bangladesh)

Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@bellsouth.net
Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithspc@bellsouth.net
Glenda Pitts, Financial Secretary
gpittsspc@outlook.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian

