Freedom Sunday 2015

Kevin Austin, director of the Set Free Movement

There are more slaves in the world today than at any other time in history. Real slaves; unable to walk away; doing things they don’t want to do. They pick cotton for our clothes and chocolate for our desserts; they are forced to fight in wars, make bricks for homes, and mine minerals for our gadgets. They are used and abused in horrible ways. Slavery fills our closets, cupboards, and is infecting all of our neighborhoods and cities. People created in God’s image are being treated as things. 

Free Methodists are confronting this evil. In ever increasing numbers we are serving with compassion and challenging oppressors. Launching safe houses, mobilizing every branch of society, teaching in schools, rescuing the oppressed, planting churches, and bringing hope and healing to the broken, we are following Jesus in fulfilling his mission. God has set us free. We now help others to be free. 

One key way in which the Free Methodist church is engaging powerfully is through the annual observance of Freedom Sunday. Over the past four years participants in this important event have prayed, sung, proclaimed, and given in the direction of freedom. We have helped empower leaders in India to give vulnerable people the educational tools needed to avoid traffickers. We have helped establish safe houses in the Philippines and Thailand as well as expanding the work of protecting the vulnerable in Colombia. We have funded work in Taiwan to protect the alien, the immigrant worker. We have empowered Kali Long in Athens, Greece, to create new futures for women set free from sex trafficking. Not just internationally, but the annual observance – the prayers, singing, remembering, proclaiming, giving, and focusing on how God wants to set us all free – has catalyzed teams engaging around the U.S. 

The awareness and mobilization is working. Slaves are being set free. The broken are being healed. The Holy Spirit is empowering us to be more and do more on mission with God. 

On February 22, 2015 the fifth observance of Freedom Sunday will be the most powerful one yet. I encourage you to pray, proclaim, and worship in the direction of freedom. Live fully as true Free Methodists, embracing the freedom Jesus has brought and working for the freedom of others. Consider giving so that our leaders and projects can confront the evil. Be an agent of hope and healing. 

Find out more at www.setfreemovment.org or www.fmcusa.org and www.freedomsummit15.org 
Included in this Freedom Sunday start up kit are: 
1. The Freedom Sunday bulletin insert. 

2. A Children’s activity page. 

3. A Bible study about modern slavery. 

4. Powerpoint slides about the Freedom Sunday, the Set Free Movement, and the Freedom Summit. 

5. A Set Free Movement youth curriculum

6. Talking points

7. A Prayer resource. 

8. A partnership packet about Eden’s Glory

Additionally: 

Download the Set Free Movement video HERE
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Download the Freedom Summit video HERE
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Contact Kevin Austin: kevin@setfreemovement.org with any questions.

Thank you! 
