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Talking Points about Modern Day Slavery and Faith
There are more slaves in our world today than at any other time in history. In fact, there is compelling evidence that there are more slaves in the U.S. today than during the civil war
. 

Slavery can be defined as: (1) people held by violence under the threat of violence; (2) unable to walk away; (3) doing things they don’t want to do
. 

Some important points: 

*There are at least 36 million slaves in our world today
. 

*Slavery is a huge money making business - $96 billion is annually made off the buying and selling of human beings
. 

*Slavery takes the forms of sex slavery and labor slavery. 

*We are contributing to the problem by buying products made through slave labor. Slavery is in our closets, our cupboards, and our kitchens. 

*There may be as many as 300,000 domestic minor sex slaves in the U.S. today
. 

We are not powerless: 
*We are God’s holy nation, a royal priesthood; God’s chosen people who have gifts (I Peter 2:10, 11).

*We are called to do justice (Isaiah 58, Amos, Matthew 25)

*We were once slaves in the land of Egypt (Exodus); Jesus died on the very day all of his people were remembering this (Passover). God wants to set us free. 

*Jesus mission statement is our mission statement (Luke 4: 16-21). We are called to proclaim, be filled with the Spirit, set captives free, and work towards the favorable year of the Lord. 
For those in holiness traditions – The Wesleyan Church, the Church of the Nazarene, the Free Methodist Church all were birthed out of freedom issues. 
Set Free Movement key phrases:

“It’s not just about action, but community-based action.”

“We seek to end modern slavery and create new futures.”

“We are agents of hope and healing.”

Find our more at: www.setfreemovement.org 
� Nicholas Kristof  and Sheryl WuDunn. Half the Sky. (New York: Random House, 2009)


� Kevin Bales defining slavery, September 23, 2011 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak1Hu8mmQw


� http://www.globalslaveryindex.org
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