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Questions about salvation are very important and often bring a great deal of passion among those who discuss
these important issues. I would like for us to think about our salvation and what it means. Specifically, when a per-
son comes to faith in Christ, is that person assured heaven regardless of anything else they do or believe from that
time forward? Once a person is “saved” will they always remain saved no matter what? I personally believe the an-
swer to that question is “No.”

Origins of OSAS

The doctrine of “once saved always saved” or "perseverance of the saints” is one that was developed alongside a
belief in divine determinism. Some Christians believed that God's sovereignty mandated the determination of every
action. Thus, the necessary consequence of such a view was the eternal security for the elect. Since it was believed
that God determines everything and chooses those who will be saved and those who will be condemned before
they are ever born, salvation has nothing to do with human decision-making. According to this view, a person does
not choose to be saved, therefore they cannot choose to reject God once they have been chosen. All of the choices
belong to God. No one possesses free will. Regarding those who hold this view, Jack Cottrell concludes,

This means that everything is not just ordained by God, but is foreordained by Him. Even before creation, God had
already determined everything that would come to pass.

This view originated with Augustine but was made popular by prominent Reformers such as John Calvin. In my
view, divine determinism is unbiblical. Thus, the development of the doctrine of eternal security that is based on
views of divine determinism must also be called into question.

Thinking about Salvation

I believe that God is sovereign and that He is in complete control of the universe. However, God has chosen to gov-
ern the world in a manner that permits genuine human free will. Many Christians agree with this view but still main-
tain that a person is eternally secure once they make the free-will choice to trust Christ. Even though eternal securi-
ty is a doctrine that was developed alongside divine determinism, they would maintain that it still applies once a
person has been born again. Again, I would disagree.

Salvation implies an event. In his first sermon after the resurrection, Peter pleaded with his audience to
save themselves from a crooked and depraved generation (cf. Acts 2:40). Thus, there will be those who do

Continued on page 2

lCottrell, Jack. What the Bible Says About God the Creator, Ruler, Redeemer: God Most High. Joplin, MO: College Press, 158.
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not escape the coming wrath of God on the evil of this world and there will be those who are “saved”

from that wrath (cf. Matt. 5:7; Eph. 3:6). Salvation also implies standing. If Christ were to return today,
there would be some who stand among the saved and those who stand among the condemned. The
question becomes, “Can a person change their standing?” Since we have rejected divine determinism, we
would conclude that a person has the ability to change their standing from “condemned” to “saved” by
placing their trust in Jesus. However, once a person stands among the “saved,” is it possible for them to
go back among the condemned or does this possibility cease to exist?

I believe the Bible teaches that the possibility for a genuine believer to later reject the one who
saved him or her does exist. I think it is important to understand that Scripture teaches that only
one person has ever lived a life that merits salvation. That person is Jesus the Christ. Christ’s death
provided a means by which all human beings can have the righteousness of Jesus applied to their
lives through faith in him. Faith, in the Bible, is almost always described as a present participle. This
means, faith is to be an ongoing action. Faith is not described as a momentary decision, but an en-
during trust. The goal of Christian evangelism is to make disciples, not to compel people to a mo-
mentary decision that will forever seal their fate with God. In fact, the Scriptures indicate that there
are many who make a sincere decision to follow Jesus but later fall away, wander off, or will not
endure in their trust. Some would reject the Gospel they once received. Because the potential to
fall away is real, there are many warnings for believers to grow, become mature and hold fast to
the truth.

Jesus tells parables about how the Word of God begins to sprout in a person’s life but worries of life,
wealth or persecution ruins what God's Word initiated (cf. Luke 8:13-14). Jesus warns his disciples not to
be like the wicked servant who begins working when the master leaves, but then stops believing that the
master will return and begins to live corruptly and act wickedly toward the other servants (cf. Matt. 24:45-
51). Paul warned the Galatians that the good work that had begun in them would be ruined if they em-
braced the false gospel of salvation by works of the law. He writes,

"O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ
was publicly portrayed as crucified. Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by
works of the law or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit,
are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain—if in-
deed it was in vain?” (Galatians 3:1-4, ESV)

These Galatians originally believed Paul’s Gospel because they had come to know God (Gal. 4:9) and had
received Paul as an angel from God (Gal. 4:14). However, now the Galatian believers were being misled
and deceived by a crafty new message. Paul worried for them that all his work among them had been a
waste of time (Gal. 4:11).

Paul also encourages Timothy to hold on to his faith and to not follow after the likes of Hymenaeus and
Alexander who had shipwrecked their faith. The term “shipwreck” implies complete and total destruction
and loss (cf. 1 Tim. 1:19). The author of Hebrews warns those who have partaken in the Holy Spirit that If

Continued on Page 5



Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
|

6 pm Family Meal
645 pm Kingdom
Kids

645 pm Momentum
645 pm Choir

Thu

Fri
3

7 pm Community
Good Friday
Service at New Life

Sat

5

8 am Worship

915 Breakfast

945 am Sunday School
I am Worship

8

6 pm Family Meal
645 pm Kingdom
Kids

645 pm Momentum
645 pm Choir

7:30 pm Praise and
Worship Night

12

8:30 am Worship

945 am Sunday School

I am Worship

Lamplighter Pobluck

3 pm Wenbz's Going fway Parby
CSF Meal

13

15

6 pm Family Meal
645 pm Kingdom
Kids

645 pm Momentum
645 pm Choir

16

17

q

8:30 am Worship
945 am Sunday School
I am Worship

20

2

22

6 pm Family Meal
645 pm Kingdom
Kids

645 pm Momentum
645 pm Choir

23

24

25

26

8:30 am Worship
945 am Sunday School
I am Worship

27

28

29

6 pm Family Meal
645 pm Kingdom
Kids

645 pm Momentum
645 pm Choir

30




Aa1d3 epiaH pue jed

J9|IopA UesSNg

uosJIapuy essl|a|\

meys Aueyieg
S$)00]S Apuey

Joeqgepny axIN
Sl||oH J8ued
Biaquiapp uoley

BIABA UBLIg
)}oegepn) uoley

Jabag uainen
Jabag Aasieg

$)00}S Apuey -
SIoA|IS wo] -
spleIys Aey
99goI\ 9A9IS °
Bauy yory
uosiuury uag -
sl|joH Aase) -
SllloH g9[e) -
Sl||oH jualg -

TANMOITOOMNWO®D

uoslI||y 8luuo

we |

AlesinN ON

Jlemung uoQ
Jaxeg yar
ZJUB A\ MaIpuYy
ZJUB N\ UoJRY
uosjep\ Jeboy

G
14
€
'
}

2JoWAN uoy

we 0¢:8

9z |udy

pueig suAemaQg

yoeqgepn) uAjpeys
SHID ynws
S)001S Apuey

aloWApN uep
ZIUB \\ elAey
uoslapuy peyn
ynws xory
Biaquiap) uoley

pesayalol\ pireq
s|ng dJey

splelys JalA L
ouejaey) lwe
Jaulepn 9jjeyoey

UBeWwJoH §092S "6
uelwyoH uoyesy ‘g
uos3ouz wiy 2
asey) uelug ‘9
pueig aukemaq ‘G
Biaquiapp Ao ¢
Jaulep) oor ¢
BIABA Uelg 'Z
8pall UNIA "L

Aloxelg ueug

we L

61 [udy

Biaquiopn Adlo |

IBJIDAN UBSNS
IOWANN uep
Joyeg yeuueH
spng Yeiy
uospJeyory xep
S)001S Apuey

sBiaquis \\ pue puelg

uosiep\ Jeboy

$9|q0Yy eJean
asey 194ey|
S)Y001S Apuey

wooseqg auuexoy
Joeqgepnd axIN
Biaquiap) uoley

Joeqepnyd ueyieN

peayalo| pineq
2JOWANN UOY

UBWJOH uOlesy

AiesinN ON | Yoegepn) yeles

uospJeyory Xey ‘g

61990 91eN ‘v
89S0 Wep ‘g
uasleuwif-g
JaudaH J9|A1 "}

uur] Baig
we 0¢g:g

AlesinN ON

$)00]S Apuey ‘6

SIOA|IS WO] '8

spleIys Aey 2

Bay yory -9
uosiuuny uag ‘G JaudasH 91eN G
sijloH Aese) "y | uolsesH wo] 't
SIIOH JapeD "¢ UajIeq LN '€
SI|IOH g8|eD ‘¢ []eming uoQ ¢
SI|IOH juaig "} loyeg Jor-|
Jaulepn eor sung yiepy
we L] we 0¢:g

2} ludy

uoslapuy peyn

joeqepnd aIN
Aoxeys wiy

Biaquiap) uoley

sl|joH Aase)
)}oegepny uoley

SJSA|IS eul]
Biaqo 11en

Alexelg ueug ol

UBWYOH N09S -
UBWJ}JOH uojesy| -
uos)ou3 wiy -
asey) uelug -
pueig suAemaq -
Jaxeg yor -
uosJapuy peyn -
Biaquiop Ala] -
JBUIBAA 9O *

TANOITOOOMNO0O®

papasu JoN
we ||

G |udy

AlasinN ON

uur baig 9
uosl||y aluuoT g
SIOWANA UOY {7
ZJUS A\ MBIPUY '§
Z)Uam uoJey ‘g
uosiep) Jeboy '}

papasu 10N
we g

uoljesedaid
uolunwwo?

uojunwwon
uj Inys

S[eaoA

sjuawinsuj

yjoog
punos

KiasinN

SI9AISS

bnoyy
uoliunwuwo)



Elders/Ministry Leaders Meeting
March 15, 2015

Present: Ron Wymore, Cody Petersen, Greg Smith, Mike Cudaback,
Chad Anderson, Aaron Weinberg, Nathan Cudaback, Art Apple, Brian
Vavra, Chad Laughrey, Roger Watson The 4 year olds through

5" grade meet each
The Worship Ministry, Missions Ministry, Building and Grounds Ministry and Wednesday at 6:45 pm.
Youth Ministry each gave reports about their ministries.

April 29" will be the last
Chad Laughrey and Cody Petersen presented their minister’s reports. Kingdom Kids meeting for
Chad had copies of the proposed bylaws changes available for those the 2014/2015 school year!
who wanted one.

Volunteers are needed for
this program. If you are
interested in helping with
this program next fall,

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Financial Report please see Nate Hepner.
January giving - $13,606.00 Beginning next fall, we will
February Giving - $14,733.00 need a leader and helpers
March Giving - $22,866.04 for the 4 year old class.
Monthly Budget Gift for Kitchen Remodel Let us know if you're
$19,167.00 $1.000.00 interested!
Annual Budget 2;;]52?8"&? Thanks!
$230,000.00 o
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they fall away, there will be no more room for repentance since “they are crucifying once again the
Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt” (Heb. 6:6). Peter also pleads with
believers to grow in the fruit of their faith so that they can “confirm” their “calling and election” to
ensure that they “never fall” and will be given “entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ” (cf. 2 Peter 1:10-11). He also warns that those who escape the defilements of the
world through the knowledge of Jesus Christ and then turn back from it are worse off than they
were before they ever heard about Jesus (cf. 2 Peter 2:20-21). The book of Revelation also shows Je-
sus pleading with multiple churches to hold fast to the truth and be faithful, even to death, so that
they may receive the crown of life. The clear implication is if they reject the truth and fail to remain
faithful, they would not receive this gift.

While many more verses could be examined, I think the warnings in the New Testament for believers
are clear and need to be heeded. It is vital that we grow and hold fast to our faith in Jesus. While we
will all have struggles and times when we wrestle with doubts and discouragement, it is important
for us to allow those times to purify and strengthen our faith so that we become more steadfast and
resolved than we ever were before. Our faith is precious and God has given us the freedom and re-
sponsibility to receive it, grow in it and live by it. It is why the faith is described as a fight, a battle
and warfare. So fight the good fight. Finish the race. Keep the faith!

—Chad
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April Events

Sundays
8:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
11 am Worship

Mondays
7 pm Larsen’s Small Group

Wednesdays
6 pm Family Supper
6:45 pm Kingdom Kids, Momentum,
Choir

Easter Sunday, April 5
8 am Sunrise Service
9:15 am Easter Breakfast
9:45 am Sunday School
11 am Worship

April 11
7:30 pm Praise and Worship Night

April 12
Lamplighter Potluck
3 pm Going Away Party for Weniz's
CSF Meal




