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N ot all conversations are created equal. I remember speaking to a friend one day over the phone. As I 
chatted along, I noticed his responses were a consistent, monotone, ñUh huh. Uh huh.ò It didnôt take long be-

fore I realized he really wasnôt listening to me at all. I quickly ended the conversation. Or, there are times 

when I am speaking with my kids and am trying to ask them about their day. Often, I will receive the generic, 

ñIt was fine.ò ñWell,ò I ask, ñwhat happened?ò ñOh, nothing.ò Clearly something happened to them over the 

past seven hours of their life, but itôs clear they do not want to talk. Although we officially exchanged words, 

we did not really talk. I think the same is true with prayer. 

More than Words 

Many times, our prayers consist of a mere exchange of words. Per-

haps we read a few words from the Bible and rattle off a list situa-

tions to God for his consideration. Then we dust off our knees, and 

go our way. I wonder if God feels the same way about these prayers 

as we do when kids or friends are going through the motions when 

we are trying to talk with them. Jesus warns his disciples not to be 

like the Pharisees who prayed but their focus was on other people 

and not God. He also warns us not to be like the Gentiles who think 

they will be heard because of their many words. The Pharisees had 

the wrong focus and the Gentiles were more concerned with the size 

of their prayers rather than the substance of their prayers. 

 

I think we fall into the same traps. It is easy for us to go through a 

checklist in prayer, or to pray in a group with our focus on those lis-

tening around us rather than on God. Or, we can focus on how long 

we prayed or just making sure we pray every single day for the sake  

 

Continued on Page 2 

Whatÿs Going On? 
Sundays 

8:30 and 11 am Worship 
9:45 am Sunday School 

 
Mondays 

7 pm Larsenÿs Small Group 
 

Wednesdays 
6 pm Family Supper 

6:45 pm Kingdom Kids, Momentum, Choir 
 

March 6 - 8 
NCC HS weekend 

 
March 8 

Lamplighter Potluck 
 

March 13 - 15 
Boys II Men 

 
March 29 

Palm Sunday 
Choir Cantata  



Elders Meeting Notes 
2-22-2015 

 
Present: Chad Laughrey, Max Richardson, Ron Wymore, Ben Kinnison, Tim Erickson, Greg Smith, Art Apple 

 

Max opened meeting with prayer. 
 

VBS: 

Art shared his ideas for VBS 2015 with the elders and inquired about purchasing T-shirts for all of the kids that would 
attend VBS. The elders told Art that he could use the budget that he was given for VBS in whatever way he sees fit as 
long as he is within the budgeted amount allotted for the year. 
 

Review of Application for eldership. 

Elders spoke with Greg Smith about becoming an elder of Countryside Christian Church. Greg submitted his application 
to the elders for review. The elders will review the application over the next couple of weeks. 
 

Quarterly Ministry Meeting: 

Discussion was had about creating a schedule for the next several months for Elder meetings and quarterly Elder/
Ministry leader combined meetings. The elders would like to have more opportunities to meet with and pray for the minis-
tries and ministry leaders of the church. Chad indicated that he would put a schedule together for the elders and ministry 
leaders. 
 

By-laws: 
The elders reviewed proposed changes to the by-laws. Proposed changes will be presented to the congregation for re-
view and voted on at a future congregational meeting prior to being adapted. 
 

Conclusion: 
Meeting was concluded with prayer by all present: 

Financial Report  

January Giving - $13,606.00 

February Giving - $14,733.00 
 

Monthly Budget - $19,167.00 
 

2015 Giving - $28,339.00 
 

Annual Budget - $230,000.00 

Congregational Meeting  
 

Sunday, May 17 
Following the 2nd worship service 

 
We will be voting on By-Laws  

changes and on Greg Smith to the 
Elder board. 

 
Please be at this meeting. 

The God Who is There 
Continued from page 1 

 
 

of saying we did. Donôt misunderstand me, its important to be dis-

ciplined in prayer and commit ourselves to spending a good 

amount of time with the Lord. However, there is more to it than 

that. God wants meaningful interactions and not just interactions, 

even if they are lengthy and regular. 

 

God is There 

The people in the Bible who are held up as models of prayer are 

those who came to God with broken and contrite hearts. People 

who recognize the presence of God when they pray and come be-

fore him with sincerity, vulnerability and laser-like focus. God is not 

a philosophy or an idea. He is a person. He wants us to speak to 

him just like we want others to speak to us and he calls us his 

friends (John 15;15). So, next time you pray remind yourself that 

the God who spoke everything into being and knows everything 

about you is right there in the room with you. Then, open up your 

heart and share everything: your fears, desires, hopes, and specif-

ics of your sins. Donôt just talk. Talk to Him, because He is there. 
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 March 1 March 8 March 15 

8:30 am  11 am 8:30 am  11 am  8:30 am  11 am  

Communion 
Thought 

Ron Wymore Lonnie Alison Mert Feikert Tim Erickson Roger Watson Dewayne Brand 

Servers 1. Mert Feikert 
2. Tom Heaston 
3. Nate Hepner 
4. Tyler Hepner 
5. Jim Larsen  

1. Rich Krieg 
2. Ray Shields 
3. Tom Silvers 
4. Greg Smith 
5. Randy Stocks 
6. Murl Tiede 
7. Brian Vavra 
8. Andrew Wentz 
9. Casey Hollis 

1. Greg Linn 
2. Mark Loseke 
3. Nate Oberg 
4. Max Richardson 
5. Roger Watson 

1. Brian Blakely 
2. Dewayne Brand 
3. Bryan Chase 
4. Keaton Hoffman 
5. Scott Hoffman 
6. Brent Hollis 
7. Caleb Hollis 
8. Carter Hollis 
9. Ben Kinnison 

1. Aaron Wentz 
2. Orlin Wentz 
3. Ron Wymore 
4. Lonnie Allison 
5. Jeff Baker 

1. Rich Krieg 
2. Steve McBee 
3. Ray Shields 
4. Tom Silvers 
5. Greg Smith 
6. Randy Stocks 
7. Murl Tiede 
8. Joe Warner 
9. Terry Weinberg  

Nursery Nursery not  
available 

Betsey Seger 
Lauren Seger 

Nursery not  
available 

Arlene Stoner 
Charlotte Schnacker 

Nursery not  
available  

Bryan and Carly 
Blakely 

Sound 
Booth 

Ron Wymore 
David Morehead 

Ron Wymore 
Joe Warner 

Aaron Cudaback 
Casey Hollis 

Mark Butts 
Brian Vavra 

Instruments Roxanne Bascom Nathan Cudaback 
Aaron Weinberg 
Mike Cudaback 
Chad Anderson 

Nathan Cudaback 
Aaron Weinberg 
Rick Smith 
Kayla Wentz 
Carter Hollis 
Jan Wymore 

Vocals Max Richardson 
Randy Stocks 
Mark Butts 
Hannah Baker 
Jan Wymore 

Randy Stocks 
Ceara Robles 
Kayci Chase  

Shaelyn Cudaback 

Randy Stocks 
Lilian Smith 
Katherine Smith 
Melissa Anderson 

Shut In  
Communion 

Pat and Heide Epley Terry Weinberg Mert Feikert 

Communion  
Preparation 

Weinbergôs 

 March 22  March 29 

8:30 am 11 am  8:30 am  11 am  

Communion 
Thought 

Nate Hepner Ben Kinnison Mark Butts Joe Warner 

Servers 1. Don Burwell 
2. Mert Feikert 
3. Tom Heaston 
4. Tyler Hepner 
5. Jim Larsen 

1. Andrew Wentz 
2. Orlin Wentz 
3. Brian Blakely 
4. Dewayne Brand 
5. Bryan Chase 
6. Tim Erickson 
7. Keaton Hoffman 
8. Scott Hoffman 
9. Brent Hollis 

1. Greg Linn 
2. Mark Loseke 
3. Nate Oberg 
4. Roger Watson 
5. Aaron Wentz 

1. Carter Hollis 
2. Casey Hollis 
3. Ben Kinnison 
4. Rich Krieg 
5. Ray Shields 
6. Tom Silvers 
7. Greg Smith 
8. Murl Tiede 
9. Brian Vavra 

Nursery Nursery not  
available 

Christine Vavra 
Laura Larsen 

Nursery not  
available 

Melissa Anderson 
Bethany Shaw 

Sound 
Booth 

Aaron Cudaback 
Casey Hollis  

Ron Wymore 

Instruments Aaron Weinberg 
Tim Sharkey 
Mike Cudaback 
Chad Anderson  

Easter Cantata 

Vocals Randy Stocks 
Bethany Shaw 
Susan Weiler  
Vicky Sharkey 

Easter Cantata 

Shut In  
Communion 

Jim Larsen Mark Loseke 

Communion  
Preparation 

Weinbergs 



Boys 2 Men  

 
March 13 -15 

This is a retreat for  

6th through 12 th grade boys  

and their dads.  

 

See Cody for more information.  
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