
The Book of Daniel
3:1-7 

INTRODUCTION

King Nebuchadnezzar builds a giant statue made of gold and stands 90’ x 9’ in 
the middle of the dessert.  At the sound of all the instruments everyone is 
commanded to bow in worship before this statue.   

DISCUSSION 

1. The Septuagint (LXX) records in Daniel 3:1 that these events took place in 
the eighteenth year when Nebuchadnezzar was king of Babylon.  If this is 
correct, then approximately sixteen years have passed since the events of 
chapter 2.  What does this tell us about Nebuchadnezzar’s change of heart 
at the end of chapter 2 to the beginning of chapter 3?  In what ways are do 
you compare to Nebuchadnezzar as it relates to these two events? (i.e. “I 
am the master of my fate, I am the captain of my soul.”) 

2. Daniel tells us the statue is made of gold.  Contrast this to the statue of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  What are the differences?  What was 
Nebuchadnezzar attempting to accomplish by constructing this statue 
completely of gold? 

3. C.S. Lewis noted that Christians can often be guilty of “Chronological 
snobbery” where we presume these primitive minds were foolish for bowing 
to created things, and we, the modern persons, would never be so naive.  
But John Calvin noted, “From this we may gather that man’s nature, so to 
speak, is a perpetual factory of idols.”  What does this say about the human 
condition, and more specifically, about the human heart? 

4. Sinclair Ferguson says, “When the masks are ripped away, behind every idol 
is the self.”  How does this quote speak to the objects of our affections/
idols?   

5. Nebuchadnezzar was looking for outward expressions of worship. He simply 
wanted all people to bow to his image in an outward posture of worship.  
How does this differ from what God desires from his people?  How does our 
outward posture of worship reflect the posture of our heart?  

PRAYER

Continue to pray for the Mars Hill Summer Mission Teams in Portland, Chicago, 
and Eastern Europe.  


