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Our Purpose…
To make fully committed
disciples of Jesus Christ
Our Process…
To help people
Come to Christ
Connect with
Each Other
Contribute to the
Kingdom

Sunday Morning
Worship Schedule
Traditional Worship
8:20 am
Contemporary Worship
Sunday School
(Nursery-Preschool & Adult)
Elevate!
(K-5th Grade Children’s
Worship & Small Group Time)
9:40 am
Contemporary Worship
Sunday School
(Nursery-Preschool and Teens
through Adult)
Elevate!
(K-5th Grade Children’s
Worship & Small Group Time)
11:00 am

Sunday Evening
Youth & Children’s Programs
6:00-7:30 pm

As we begin a new year, our focus will be on the mission and the vision of our
church. God can and will do immeasurably more than all we ask or can even
imagine as we follow His lead and direction for ministry. This first teaching series
of the year will go a long way in setting the pace for our plans and opportunities
for service in 2018.
January 7 – “A Commission to Follow”
Guest Speaker: Earl Haubner – Missionary to Brazil
January 14 – “A Commitment to our Community”
January 21 – “A Connection to One Another”
January 28 – “A Celebration of God’s Guidance”

2018 Missions Trip Meeting
At 5:00 pm on Sunday, January 7, you
are invited to an information meeting
on Mission Trips being planned for the
coming year. Our church will be
partnering with Central Brazil Mission
in the Amazon for a medical missions
trip September 19-29, 2018. Beaver
and Rhonda will be going to Zambia,
Africa to work with Mary and Dan
Vissani from July 9-23, 2018. This trip
will be a chance to explore future
opportunities for our church to partner
with the Vissanis in their work with the
mission called "Foundations for
Farming." This meeting will be held in
the Youth Room, (Room 1018-1019).

Sunday, January 28, 2018

Following our 11:00 am service, we are
asking all of our members/partners to
join us for an opportunity to receive an
overview of our finances in 2017 and
also act upon our 2018 budget.
Absentee ballots will be available if you
are unable to attend this meeting.

Ministry Team Gatherings
As a follow up to our Strategic Planning Brunch, our ministry teams would like to start the New Year
with continued dialogue, planning and prayer for our ministry as a church family as we make the
priorities of Jesus our priorities. Below you will find when these teams are meeting and we
encourage you to join in on the future planning.
Children & Youth Ministries: Jan 8, 7:00 pm, Library
Prayer Ministry: Jan 9, 5:00 pm, Room 1027
50+ Ministry: Jan 13, 10:00 am, Room 1018-1019
Missions, Benevolence, James Gang Ministries: Jan 14, 12:15 pm, Library
Greeters, Connect & Cafe Ministries: Jan 16, 7:00 pm, Room 1027
Small Groups Ministry: Jan 17, 7:00 pm, Room 1027
Building & Grounds Ministry: Jan 18, 7:00 pm, Room 1027
Transportation Ministry: Jan 20, 10:00 am, Room 1027
Production & Worship Ministries: Jan 21, 4:00 pm, Room 1027

New Church Database, Directory, and Mobile App Launch
We have been in the process of preparing for an upgrade to our current online access to our church
database. Many of you have been using our online portal and mobile app to keep in contact with
one another, manage your personal information, give online and check-in your children. Our new
online portal is a bit more user friendly and will give you an even greater opportunity to stay
connected to your church family. Here are the roll-out dates for the new system.
January 2
• The new online portal will go active and the old portal will no longer be available. The link to the
new portal will be sent out an email on that day. If you are a current user, your username (email
address) and password will remain the same. If you would like to become a new user, you will
be prompted on how to establish an account.
• If you are currently giving online, the current online giving portal will be turned off and a link to
the new online giving site will be emailed to you on January 4. All of your financial information
and scheduled giving will be moved to the new system. Your online access will remain the same:
Your email address will continue to be your username and your password will not change. If you
would like to setup online giving with our church, please wait until January 4 to do so. A link to
the portal will be on our website.
• Mobile App Users: If you have downloaded our church app, the current version will go offline on
January 2. A new app will be launched on January 31. It too is more user friendly and will be a
great way to track your personal information, check-in at our events and to connect with your
church family.
January 7
On this day, the new children’s check-in will go online. There will not be a major change in how you
access your family’s information, but the interface will be different as we make the switch. Mobile
App Users: You will
no longerOne,
be able
scan a QR toy,
codeper
to family
check-in
Admission:
new,tounwrapped
for your children. When the new
app is launched on January 31, you will be able to check-in your children from your phones.

December Statistics
3
8:20 Worship Center
115
9:40 Worship Center
278
11:00 Worship Center
190
Elevate Children’s Worship 86
Total
669
Sunday School
163

10
17
102 120
263 236
214 215
96
81
675 652
158 157

31
104
336 183
381 192
73
63
790 542
49
73
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24*

* 9:00 & 10:30 Worship Services and Sunday School for
Children only

General Fund/Missions Offering ........................ $118,387.01
Vision Fund Offering ............................................ $12,232.00
Total Offering ..................................................... $130,619.01
Total Amount Needed Monthly ................................ $76,473
Offering totals from 12/3-12/31

Believe, March 16-18
Atlanta, GA

For all 4th & 5th Graders

For all 6th Graders!
Your $59 registration
is due by Sunday,
January 28!

Your $45 registration is due by Sunday,
January 7!

Go MAD!
Tuesday, January 9, 6:00-7:30
All 2nd-6th graders: Save the date!
More details to come!

Elevate!
To experience faith, we want kids to practice their
faith and that takes commitment.
One of the best plans you can make is to commit to
an ongoing relationship with Jesus.
Join us in Elevate at 9:40 or 11:00 as we focus on
commitment in January!

Events
January May
Calendar
of Events
5-7 TCTC (10th-12th Grades), Gatlinburg, TN
7 Earl Haubner, Central Brazil Christian
Mission, speaking for all 3 services
7 2018 Missions Trip Meeting, 5:00 pm,
Room 1018-1019
7 YAC (7th-9th Grades)—6:00-7:30
9 Go MAD (2nd-6th Grades)—6:00-7:30
20 Heather Land Women’s Event—6:30 pm,
Worship Center (tickets required)
21 Spring Small Group Sign Ups Begin
28 Bodybuilders Breakfast Fundraiser—
8:00-11:00 am
28 Congregational Business Meeting, 12:15 pm,
Worship Center
**Be sure to check the schedule of Ministry Team
Gatherings on Page 2, for meeting dates and times!*

Saturday, January 20, 6:30 pm
Belmont Women, join us in the Worship Center as
Heather Land shares through comedy, song and
encouraging words about Choosing Joy in our lives
when it seems like there is no way too.
The tickets you received in December are required
for admission to the event. Additional tickets are no
longer available. Desserts and coffee will be served!

According to Gallup polls, more Americans will pray this week than will exercise, drive a car, or go to work. Nine out of
ten people pray regularly, and three out of four claim to pray every day. It’s surprising how many people devote time to
this spiritual endeavor. But there is still a problem when it comes to prayer. If you were to ask people if they find prayer
satisfying, I suspect many will say, “No.” To make it worse, a lot of people view prayer as more of a burden than as a
pleasure. They acknowledge its importance, but feel guilty for not devoting more time. How could people like Martin
Luther and Jonathan Edwards spend hours in prayer while we struggle to pray for five minutes?
In theory prayer is vital to our faith; it’s an essential conversation that we have with Almighty God. But in reality, prayer
is often boring, frustrating, and we may question its effectiveness. Why does God allow so many atrocities in our world
without intervening? What good will prayer do against a terrorism, hurricanes and tsunamis, or warring nations? The
British minister, Martyn Lloyd-Jones expressed similar frustrations: “Of all the activities in which the Christian engages,
and which are part of the Christian life, there is surely none which causes so much perplexity, and raises so many
problems, as the activity which we call prayer.”
There are times we all wonder, Is God really listening? Why should God care about me? If God knows everything, what’s
the point of prayer? Why do answers to prayer seem so inconsistent? We know God’s ways are higher than our ways,
and we’re willing to trust Him, but prayer is still challenging at times. So how do we change our prayer life?
First, try to view prayer as a privilege, not a duty. Like all good things, prayer requires some effort and discipline. Consider
it more like a friendship than an obligation. Prayer includes moments of happiness and moments of boredom, times or
rambling and intense focus, instances of joy and instances of doubt. In truth, spending time talking to God is similar to
talking with anyone else. It’s not about the words as much as it’s about the relationship.
The next time you pray, don’t think about talking to a distant God in Heaven, but imagine Him sitting directly across from
you in a comfortable chair. Remind yourself that He’s your best friend and loves you more than anyone else ever
could. In fact, He is so interested in what’s happening to you that He wants to hear about everything in your life. He will
never get bored with you, or feel overwhelmed by what you say. He could listen to you talk for hours; in fact, He’d love
to! – Jerry
“Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy; in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief.” - Psalm 143

