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the vision of the canaan christian church has always been focused on making disciples for jesus christ. “ it’s 
about bringing people to christ, and helping them to grow in christ.”  we take serious the charge the lord has
given to us; “go ye therefore, and make disciples of all nations. baptizing them in the name of the father,
the son, and the holy spirit. teaching them to observe all things, whatsoever I have commanded you. and lo i’ll 
be with you always, even until the end of the age.” At canaan we are committed to transforming lives. we want 
to see men AND women walking with god in integrity. we want to see children growing up in christ. we want to
 see families complete in christ. we are canaan. a simple church with a kingdom focus.
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//CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Through our bible studies, we purpose to intentionally teach and live out the mandate of Matthew 28:19-20, 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations...“ The “explosion” will take place when each committed 
member of the body begins to walk out the purpose for which they have been called – share the Lord Jesus 
Christ with someone else and help them grow in Him.  We have several opportunities to receive the word of 
God here at Canaan:

Sunday Morning - 9:45-10:45 am - The bible study on Sunday morning is presented in small groups using the curriculum entitled 
“Explore the Bible.” This is an extensive study that will challenge every person to go beyond a surface understanding of the 
Word of God.

Wednesday Night - 7:00-8:15 pm - The bible study on Wednesday night is a biblically based study under the leadership of our 
Pastor, Dr. Walter Malone, Jr. The purpose of this study is to prepare our congregation as a whole to be equipped and empow-
ered to carry out the mission and ministry God has entrusted to us.

Next Level - Every 3rd Saturday, 10:00-11:45 Am - This year we are excited to present 8 classes of varying topics for students to 
choose from to elevate them to their “next level” of spiritual development. 

At the Canaan Church we are excited about Discipleship Explosion where God is preparing us to 
make an eternal impact in the lives of others!
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 As always I greet you in the strong and sufficient name of the Lord Jesus Christ. As we begin a new year we give God glory, 
honor, and praise for the blessings of salvation, healing, deliverance, and breakthroughs we have experienced individually and 
collectively as a church family. And because God is ordering our steps and there is a purpose that God has providentially ordained 
for the ministry of the Canaan church we can anticipate signs and wonders to show up in the life and ministry of our church. We say 
with bold confidence, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” For you cannot experience 
what you don’t expect!
 At the Canaan Christian Church we are striving to be “A Simple Church With A Kingdom Focus.” Our prayer is that we might 
bring as many persons as we can into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ, and then help them to become mature disciples of Christ. 
With this in mind, I will continue to pray that God would cause you to have spiritual hunger and thirst for Him. For Jesus said, “Blessed 
are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be filled.” I am praying that you would have an insatiable ap-
petite for the Word of God. Because as we grow in the Word we will be in a position to make an eternal impact in the life of another 
person for the glory of God. I am challenging every one to invest and invite another person to share with us in worship at the Canaan 
church and to seek to lead that person into a saving relationship with Christ. Remember, where Word and Spirit come together there 
will be life!

DEAR KINGDOM BUILDERS:
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//PASTORAL MESSAGE

 Keep in mind Beloved that every year the Lord allows us to see is another opportunity to grow in commitment and consecra-
tion to Him! It is another opportunity to express our devotion and dedication to our God who has blessed us with His steadfast love! In 
the book of Jeremiah we are told, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 
to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and 
find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” I’m asking everyone to make this a great year in serving God with the best of the 
stewardship of your time, talents, and treasures. For God is using us to help expand and establish His kingdom in the world.
 Because the Canaan church is “A Simple Church With A Kingdom Focus” we understand our responsibility to represent God and 
to express His love to one another. In 2 Corinthians the bible teaches us, “For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus; 
that if One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who 
died for them and rose again.” At the Canaan church we will continue to seek to be the most loving church God has in the world!
                    I feel extremely blessed to have the privileged to serve as your Pastor and I thank God for every person who makes up our 
church family. May God continue to pour out His favor upon your life. And let’s move throughout this year with great faith expecting 
great things from God!!!  

-Pastor Walter Malone Jr.
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//Good stewards
There are more than two thousand scripture passages in the bible that touch on the theme of financial stewardship ---- money. Jesus spoke about it 
frequently. In fact, about two-thirds of Jesus’ parables make reference to the use of our financial  resources. Jesus knew that if left  up to us we would 
be in bondage to our finances. He warned us “for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt 6:21).

Thank God, here at the Canaan Christian Church, we have a Pastor with the leadership and vision to care enough about us, to make sure we know and 
understand what the word of God tells us about our financial stewardship. That’s important because giving is an act of worship and it shows our 
gratitude to God for what God has done and continues to do in our lives. This ministry has several components. The first component is the “I am One” 
initiative. The purpose of “I am One” is for every single individual that’s a member of Canaan to consecrate themselves and to make a commitment to 
honor God in their giving according to the principles of the word of God. We ask and admonish every person at Canaan to follow the vision God has given 
for the financial stewardship of our church.

In addition to the “I am One” initiative, Pastor and CFO, ROBERT HOLMES JR., will be giving a joint stewardship message at Sunday morning worship services 
six times throughout the year. These messages will focus on the word of God as it speaks to us on financial stewardship and practical ways we can 
apply God’s word to our daily lives.

Pastor often tells us, “what God is doing in His house, the church, God wants to do in our own house (home)”. That’s way we’ve introduced the “Good 
Sense Freed Up Financial Living” course. This course helps us to understand the “Pull of the Culture” and all the financial myths and how all that leads 
us to foolishness. The course contrasts this with the “Mind and Heart of God” which shows us what the bible has to say, which leads us to Faithfulness. 
Canaan, money is a powerful thing and if you don’t control it, it will control you. If we are to live the lives that God would have us to live, free from the 
pain, frustration and bondage of money, we must seek to draw near to the Mind and Heart of God and stand firm in our faith.

It doesn’t matter where you are or what you’ve gone thru, God has a will and purpose for your life and that includes your finances. It is our  prayer 
that we all will become responsible and accountable for the financial resources God has entrusted to each of us.
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DARE 2 DREAM
C O N F E R E N C E
PRAISE. PROCLAMATION. PRACTICE.

MARCH 18-20

2 0 1 6
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY
 The children and youth of Canaan Christian Church are a top priority to the leadership of our Church, and as 

we know the children ARE our future.  Our key purpose is to help develop children and youth in their knowledge and 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our team plans for effective, purposeful and structured opportunities.  Our 

overall aim centers around helping each child to develop spiritually.

 In 2016, we are moving toward a graded system instead of ages to become more effective for ministry oppor-

tunities.  The Children’s Zone will continue to be open each Sunday and Wednesday for infant children to 5th Grade 

children.  And, each Sunday except the 5th Sunday we will be open and offer the Barak Worship Encounter for 4th and 

5th Grade children.  This will be a very creative and innovative worship experience for them.

 Early Adolescent Development is critical in the life of children.  We will intentionally kick off 2016 with a 

new Believer’s Worship Encounter specifically for our Middle School Youth in 6th – 8th Grades.  This high energy and 

interactive worship encounter will feature small groups and is another opportunity to watch your child grow and 

experience dynamic worship!

 We have so many exciting things to come in the Children and Youth Ministry for 2016.  As always, we are look-

ing for passionate, connected and committed workers to assist in our children and youth ministries.  If you want to 

volunteer or if your child is not currently involved in our wonderful children and youth ministries, we pray that you 

will sign up today!!! 
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//covenant & promise

MEN OF COVENANT
The Men of Covenant, are first and foremost, committed to the mission and vision of  our Pastor, which is being Kingdom focused and 
Christ centered.  We purpose to bring men to Christ, and help them grow up in Christ. The Men of Covenant are purposeful about loving, 
praying, and strengthening every man in our church.  We plan to make this happen by making sure that every man has an accountability 
partner where iron can sharpen iron!  We purpose to disciple men who know, understand, and live by the Word of God, so that they may 
carry out the great commission by the power of the Holy Spirit.  We believe that if men are equipped and involved in ministry, they them-
selves will be more empowered, their family will be stronger, and the church will be healthier. Join us Every first saturday at 9:00am 
for Men’s BIBLE STUDY.

WOMEN OF PROMISE
The Women of Promise (WOP) ministry is the women’s ministry of the Canaan Christian Church. Through the WOP ministry, we collectively 
seek to grow in spirituality, by strengthening our personal relationships with God and one another. As a ministry, our purpose is to allow 
Jesus Christ to minister through us to all women in fellowship, prayer, and the sharing of God’s Word. 

On the first Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m., we collectively engage in studying the Word of God. By openly engaging the Word, we are 
learning to utilize our treasures, gifts and talents to advance the Kingdom. Our prayer is that every woman at the Canaan Church will 
connect with the women’s ministry through Bible study and planned ministry events.  2016 promises to be an exciting year as we Dive 
Deeper into the Word of God.  Expect God to empower and strengthen you, as you seek Him with your whole heart. It’s time to Get 
Connected!
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CANAAN’S COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Sons of Issachar Academy
Do you have a passion to empower the lives of boys in our community? Can you spare 2-3 hours of your time to 
change the life of a young boy? We need men and women to serve as group mentors for our after school 
academy!  One day a week is all it takes to make a life changing impact in the lives of our youth.

Middle School Age  Elementary School Age
Monday – Thursday  Monday – Thursday 
3:00pm – 6:00pm  3:45pm – 6:00pm
2840 Hikes Lane Campus 2600 W. Broadway (Lyles Mall Suite 205)

Please call us at 776-6369 or 776-6300 for more information or to sign up.  You can also email tleavell@ccdcky.org.

THE VINTAGE CLUB
The Vintage Club offers a myriad of activities that promote an active lifestyle, including: recreation and cultural activities such as: Computer training, 
Exercise, Health screening, Meals, Recreation, Arts & Crafts, and Field trips!

The Vintage Club is open to all mature adults ages 60 and older.  The Vintage Club meets weekly on Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm in the Family 
Life Center, 2nd floor (room 23)
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DESTINY: AN AGENDA FOR CHANGE SUMMIT

LIFTING OTHERS AS WE LIFT OURSELVES... Destiny’s Summit is a new concept which is designed to highlight and 
celebrate the accomplishments of the Destiny initiative to date, and set the plans for the upcoming year as we continue our focus to affect 
positive change in the areas of Education, Economic Development, Health and Violence.  Our goal is to continue to grow and build upon mile-
stones from years past to meet our vision of providing resources and strategies that address the areas of social and economic empower-
ment, thereby translating into visible and viable transformation in the Louisville community.

We will launch our next innovative Economic Development initiative, Opportunity Corner, at the 2016 summit.  Opportunity Corner, the home 
of our Destiny Vision, will be West Louisville’s most accessible vehicle for personal growth and development in Economic Development, 
Education, Health and strategies to eradicate Violence in our community.

Mark your calendars for Destiny: Agenda for Change Summit.  It is your servant duty to be there to do your part to help change 
the community in which we all live and work.   

June 4, 2016
9:00am – 2:00pm
Kentucky Center for

African American Heritage
1701 W Muhammad Ali BlvD Louisville, KY 40203 
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//WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH

What a joy and blessing it is to serve Gods people through the vehicle of music.  The charge to lead the church into His very presence is an 
awesome responsibility and we are unapologetic about the call on our lives to worship Him in spirit and in truth, and to lovingly encour-
age others to do the same.  

The Canaan Music Ministry is multi-generational, and our diverse repertoire offers something for every demographic in our church, from 
the children/youth and young adults, to our more seasoned saints. 

2015 was a pivotal retooling year for the Canaan Music Ministry with the emergence of the Judah Choir, the combining of the Levitical/
High Praise Choirs,  the introduction of Redeemed (our young adult praise team), and the introduction of Vision (specialty group).  

In an effort to help establish the ambience of worship and reverence in our church more comprehensively, our music ministry played a 
pivotal role with ensuring that we now have worship music and/or a worship video playing prior to the start of every worship service and 
before/during each Saturday prayer service. 

in the 1st quarter of 2016 (Easter Sunday), we will give birth to a children’s hand bell choir.  In the coming weeks in months, detailed 
information will be forthcoming regarding sign-ups for this new addition to our music/fine arts ministry. Canaan members are always 
encouraged to serve in their area of giftedness and I’m always looking for committed members of all ages to join the music/fine arts 
ministry.   For detailed information regarding rehearsal times/location, please contact the music ministry office. It’s an exciting time in 
the life of our church and in our music/fine arts ministry. It’s my prayer that you will make a decision to get involved and use your gift for 
His glory.
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CANAAN COLLEGE TOUR

WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY • ALABAMA A&M • ALABAMA STATE • MILES COLLEGE • TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY  
CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY • MOREHOUSE COLLEGE • SPELMAN COLLEGE • FLORIDA A&M

APRIL 4-11 | For more information bhuguley@canaanchristian.com

2 0 1 6
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//CONGREGATIONAL CARE

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort.  He comforts us 
in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God 
has given us.  II Corinthians 1:3-4 NLT
 
At the Canaan Church the Congregational Care Ministry seeks to lovingly and compassionately care for our members in their 
times of sickness and bereavement.  

Under the direction of the Congregational Care Ministry is a team of Lay Ministers whose mission is to minister by prayer and 
presence to Canaan members who are in the hospital; as well as to faithfully show support to those who have experienced 
death in their immediately family: mother, father, siblings, spouse, children and grandparents. Lay Ministers also regularly 
make contact and visit with our Sick & Shut-In in an effort to maintain a loving and caring relationship with our homebound 
who are unable to attend church.  

Because the Canaan Church is a church that believes in the power of prayer; twice each week Congregational Care updates and 
distributes a Prayer Concerns List to inform the Canaan family of those who stand in need of prayer and prayers are continu-
ously lifted up to the Lord on their behalf.  The Prayer Concerns List can be found in the Library and on the ledges just outside 
the doors leading into the Sanctuary.

Members who would like to have their prayer concern placed on the Prayer Concerns List are encouraged to call 
Rev. Mary Buford, Congregational Care Director @ 502-459-5578 ext. 104.  
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2 0 1 6  JAN-JUN
CHURCH ANNIVERsARY/
DARE 2 DREAM CONFERENCE
MARCH 18-20

GOOD FRIDAY
MARCH 25

RESURRECTION SUNDAY
MARCH 27

WOMEN’S WEEKEND
MAY 13-15

MEN’S WEEKEND
JUNE 10-12

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 13-17

WIND OF WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 10
APRIL 13
JUNE 8

BOLD! Expecting GOD FOR GREAT THINGS
JANUARY 20
MARCH 16
MAY 18

SWEATSUIT SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 21
MAY 15
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The Boarder
Board sports storeCANAAN

A SIMPLE CHURCH WITH A KINGDOM FOCUS

2840 HIKES LANE, LoUISVILLE, KY 40218  // info@CANAANCHRISTIAN.com // www.CANAANCHRISTIAN.com


