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Look to the Harvest 
 
I look forward to this time of year.  I look forward to the end of July and beginning of August not just 

because I am leaving on vacation today.  Not because I just love driving down the open highway.  I look 
forward to this time of year because the harvest is coming.  I look forward to taking a bite out of the perfect 
ear of corn.  I look forward to fresh tomatoes inside of a BLT of course.  I have never even attempted to put a 
garden in.  Yet I look forward to the harvest season.  I can only imagine how a farmer feels when the blueberry 
trees are in full bloom.  I can only imagine how a farmer feels when he is ready to enjoy the product of his 
work.  I can only imagine how gardeners feel when they enjoy a tomato that they worked and toiled for.  I am 
sure that the harvest is what gets farmers through all the hard work they have to do.  I am sure that as they 
work and sweat in the fields, they are looking and longing for the day of the harvest.  I bet they look forward 
to the day that work and toil is over.  In our parable for today, Jesus is going to teach us one main point.  What 
he wants us to all walk away from here knowing is this- Look to the Harvest! 

Jesus urged his disciples to look to harvest.  The disciples needed to keep their eyes focused on the day of 
glory.  They needed that because it hasn’t been easy for them.  They were probably under the assumption that 
since they were followers of Jesus, things would be easy for them.  They probably thought that people would 
listen to them and respect them.  They probably thought that they might be famous and have other glory on 
this earth.  That was not the case.  John the Baptist at this time was in prison.  The disciples were being 
rejected.  Towns that Jesus did miracles in wanted nothing to do with them.  The Pharisees and Teachers of 
the Law that thought that Jesus was a joke now take him seriously and are trying to get rid of him.  The 
disciples probably asked themselves the question, why me?  Why us?  We follow Jesus, shouldn’t this be 
easier?  So Jesus urged them to look past the suffering and look to the harvest. 

Jesus urges us to look to harvest.  You all know what that feels like.  You all know and believe in Jesus as 
your Savior.  You all know that Jesus died and rose from the dead for the world.  You all know that Jesus has all 
authority in heaven and on earth.  You all know that.  Why does it feel like we are on the losing team at times?  
Why does it feel like the wicked prosper and are catching all the breaks?  Why does it feel like Jesus’ church  is 
suffering?  Why does it feel like we are outnumbered?  Jesus is powerful.  Why does he let this happen?  Why 
did I lose my loved one?  Why is my loved one so sick?  Why me?  So Jesus urges us to look past the suffering 
and look to the harvest. 

None of that was God’s plan.  God created a perfect world.  He created a world where we would live with 
him in complete unity.  God didn’t want sin to be a part of your life.  God wanted you to have a life free from 
sin.  The devil had a different plan.  Sin came into the world through the devil.  When sin came into the world, 
suffering and sickness came with it.  When sin came into the world problems and struggles followed it.  When 
sin came into the world death became the consequence.  Sin effects every aspect of our life.  The disciples felt 
it and we feel the same way.  So Jesus tells us a story. 

A man, Jesus, plants good seed in his field.  We know from the later verses that the good seed represents 
sons of the kingdom.  The good seed are believers like you and me.  The field is the whole world.  So Jesus the 
farmer plants this good seed all over the world.  Well that night in the darkness, his enemy came, the devil.  
This enemy spread weeds all over the place- in, around and on top of the wheat.  This weed looked a lot like 
the wheat.  The only way you could tell it apart was after the heads sprouted.  So the servants were out there 
and all of the sudden realized that these weeds have infested the wheat.  The weeds and the wheat are all 
mixed up.  The believers and unbelievers are on top of each other and it is a problem.  The wheat is suffering.  
The weeds seem to be winning.  So the servants asked what sounds like a good question.  “Do you want us to 
go and pull them up?” (Matthew 13:28b)  I am not a farmer or a gardener, but that seems like the logical thing 
to do.  Pull the weeds out so the wheat can grow up tall and strong.  Jesus says, “No, because while you are 



pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them.  Let both grow together until the harvest.” 
(Matthew 13:29-30a) Out of love for the wheat, the sons of the kingdom, Jesus doesn’t want them to get rid 
of the weeds because you may uproot the wheat too.  It is going to be tough.  Life will be filled with sufferings 
and struggles but just look to the harvest.   

We are a lot like those servants.  They had good intentions.  Let’s get rid of the weeds.  Let’s rid the world 
of wicked people.  Let’s separate ourselves from every one else.  Good intentions don’t always bring good 
results.  The Holy Crusades were a good example of that.  When those people fought in the name of God, 
think of how much wheat was pulled up with the weeds.  When people try to isolate themselves from the 
world around them, they start to depend on themselves  and who they are and can end up being pulled up 
with the weeds too.  The Pharisees in Jesus’ day did that too.  In order to keep themselves separate from 
unbelievers they set up a system of their own rules.  They had rules for everything.  They had rules for what 
you could eat, wear and carry.  That way they could tell who the weeds were and who the wheat were.  They 
could stay safe that way.  The result was that wheat were lost with the weeds. 

We could do the same thing.  We could come up with different things you should do to be a good member 
of this church.  We could say you have to come so many times a month.  We could say you have to volunteer 
so many hours a month.  We could tell you how much to give in the offering plate.  We could tell you what 
words you can or can’t say.  We could tell you what restaurants you could or couldn’t go to.  The results would 
be that some would feel that they don’t do a lot of the things on that checklist, they would fall in despair and 
be uprooted with the weeds.  They would feel that Jesus couldn’t love someone like them.  It would destroy 
others that do everything on that checklist and more, because then slowly but surely they would start to rely 
on themselves and what they do rather than Christ who made them wheat.  So Jesus says, for the sake of the 
well being of the good seed, don’t try to separate yourselves from the weeds.  Instead, look forward to the 
harvest. 

Don’t look for glory in this world.  Don’t expect to shine like the sun here.  Sometimes we feel like we 
deserve that.  We feel like since we follow Christ we deserve an easier life.  We feel that as good seed we 
deserve to be weed free.  We don’t want to have to battle in our homes.  We don’t want sin to come into our 
church.  Don’t be shocked that among us Christians, among the good seed, that the devil is working over time.  
He wants to corrupt you.  He wants to poison you.  He wants you to think that you deserve a weed free life.  
He wants you to fight for glory now so you wont have it for all eternity. 

Jesus has a better plan for you.  Jesus is going to make it right.  His plan is not to have the wicked prosper.  
His plan is not to have sin rule our lives.  His plan is to make it right.  He has everything in place.  He has his 
workers standing by ready to cut down the weeds, bundle them and throw them in the fire.  He has workers 
standing by ready to carefully collect every piece of wheat and bring it into his barn.  These workers aren’t us.  
The workers are God’s angels.  As he waits for the perfect time to execute his plan- he is getting that fire 
hotter and hotter for the weeds.  As he waits for the perfect time to harvest his field- he is getting our room 
ready.  He is putting his finishing touches on our heavenly room.  And when all of his wheat can be safely 
harvested that is when he will make it right.  Not yet though.  God is slow in keeping his promises, but he is 
never late.  At the perfect time, God will separate his sons from the sons of the evil one.  At the perfect time, 
the afflictions and the suffering that we experience will be taken away.  At the perfect time, the wickedness 
that is all around us will be purged.  At the perfect time we will be brought into his kingdom.   

Wait for him.  It is not always easy.  It may seem like we are on the losing side at times.  It may seem like we 
are treated unfairly.  It may seem like the weeds are calling the shots.  Wait for him.  Look to the harvest.  
Faithfully look to the day of your glory.  Look to the day of your rescue.  Keep your eyes up.  Eyes longing for 
the harvest.  Keep your eyes on Christ who makes you righteous.  Who out of pure grace and love for you 
planted you as good seeds.  Who out of his loving concern for you didn’t let his angels weed around you to 
keep you safe.  Who even though we don’t deserve it, he calls us righteous.  He can call you that because he 
made you righteous.  By his sacrifice for you on the cross, he removed all of your sins.  By his perfect life he 
credited you with his righteousness.  You are righteous. 



Keep your eyes up and look down from the cross and to the baptismal font where all that became yours.  
Look to the water and the Word which made you sons and daughters of the kingdom.  Which made you not 
servants or helping hands, but rightful heirs to God’s kingdom.  From there focus your eyes on his body and 
blood given for you in with and under the bread and wine.  Look to it and receive it with joy, because through 
it you are assured of your forgiveness.  Through it your roots are strengthened.  Through his body and blood 
you are empowered to stand up as wheat among the weeds. 

Look to all that but then look a little farther to the harvest day.  Look to the day that God will make it right.  
Look to the day that the wicked will pay for what they have done.  Look to the day when God will send his 
angels to rescue you and me.  Look to the day when we will shine as bright and as beautiful as the sun.  Look 
to the day when the whole world will see just how beautiful we are, because of Jesus’ work.  Look even 
beyond the harvest.  See what God has in store for you.  See what Jesus has won for you.  See the glory that 
awaits you.  Amen. 

 


