
Marching to Their Own Beat 

Featured Family:  John & Candace Sison and Cooper 

Dates To Remember: 

Soup Supper & Lenten Worship 
Wed Wed Wed Wed 

3/13/13/13/1----4/54/54/54/5    

Mornings with Mommy 
1st & 1st & 1st & 1st & 

3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 

TuesTuesTuesTues    

Murder Mystery Dinner 3/183/183/183/18    

Work Day 4/14/14/14/1    

Easter Door Hangers 4/84/84/84/8    

Easter Sunday 4/164/164/164/16    

Quarterly Info Meeting 4/234/234/234/23    

www.shepherdofthebay.com March - April 2017 

If you've wanted to 
know more about the 
smiling couple who 
pushes the stroller with 
the adorable baby into 
church, then here is 
your opportunity to 
learn more about the 
Sison family! 

John and Candice met 
in 1999 when they were 
both teaching marching 
band. Maybe it was 
John's skills on the 
drums that caught Can-
dice's eye? He does 
have a college degree in 
music performance per-
cussion! You'll have to ask Candice to 
get the scoop. 

The Sisons have made their home in 
St. Mary's county with their happy 8-
month-old son, Cooper. Their neph-
ew, Vincent, is also a special part of 
their family. John works as a govern-
ment contractor for Researching and 
Engineering Development. When he 
isn't at work, he enjoys special fa-
ther/son days with Cooper. He is also 
into cycling and watching football, of 
course. Candice is a super woman 
teaching middle school special educa-
tion in Prince Frederick by day and 
taking ongoing education classes by 
night, all while being a mom. She has 
run a marathon (super woman!) and 
often has Pastor Olson asking her for 
running tips and advice. 

Sweet baby Cooper is 
as cuddly as can be! He 
loves his musical turtle 
and his favorite foods at 
the moment are bana-
nas and sweet pota-
toes. He's definitely 
keeping his mom and 
dad on their toes as he 
is now on the move. 
Yep, he's a crawler! 
When his parents are at 
work, Cooper has lots 
of fun with his grand-
parents (John's parents 
and Candice's dad) who 
take turns caring for 
him. 

The Sisons are big movie buffs. If 
you ever want a movie recommenda-
tion or need to borrow a blue-ray 
from their mini Blockbuster, John 
and Candice are the ones to ask! 
They always serve the most delicious 
Filipino food at their get-togethers 
and are big fans of Bruster's Ice 
Cream in Hollywood, MD. They are 
looking forward to spending a week 
together as a family at one of their 
favorite vacation spots, Myrtle Beach, 
in April. 

The next time you see John and Can-
dice on Sunday morning, make sure 
to say hello and get to know this 
sweet family even more! We can al-
most guarantee you will get a big 
smile from little Cooper.  
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Him For Us 

By:  Pastor Josh Olson 
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He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with 
suffering. … He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities, the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his 
wounds we are healed. – Isaiah 53:3,5 

 

As we start the season of Lent, we do so with these words form the prophet Isaiah before us.  
These words are the theme of our Sunday Morning Bible Class the next six weeks as we view and 
discuss “The Passion of the Christ.”  These words are heavy on our heart as we are reminded over 
and over again in Lent- Him for us!  These words from God are a wonderful expression of his true 
love for the world!  Let’s take a closer look at the prophecy of Isaiah. 

The first thing to understand is that Isaiah was writing about Jesus. Jesus, God’s Son, was sent to 
earth to be the world’s Savior. The Bible tells us that because of sin there was punishment looming 
for all people. But Jesus took that punishment on himself. Jesus is our Savior who suffered for sin-
ners. He took all this suffering on himself, including death on a cross, so that people wouldn’t suffer 
eternally. 

The second thing to remember is that we are talking about something very personal to all of us. We 
were the ones Jesus came to suffer for. We were the ones who were headed to the punishment of 
eternal separation from God. Our sinful thoughts, words, and actions condemned us. But as the 
prophet wrote, “He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities, the pun-
ishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” 

Jesus’ love for us is deep and long-lasting. It’s not a shallow love that we might receive from others, 
or a love that is here today and gone tomorrow. Jesus’ love is eternal. He promises that since he 
suffered and gave up his life for us, he will continue to love us each and every day. 

Every time you open the Bible, see Jesus and his love.  As you study and grow, you will see this 
theme throughout the Bible- Him for Us!  
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We’ve got a Study for Everyone … 

By:  Troy Christensen, Education Coordinator 

Or so it seems ... 

The men of the congregation meet the 2nd & 4th Satur-
days of every month at 8:30am for breakfast and study. 

The women meet on the third Thursday of each month at 
1:00pm.  See Joan Hoerning for more info. 

All the cool kids - that would be anyone in high school - 
meet every Sunday morning at 9:30am for discussion.  
They also gather once a month purely for fun. 

There’s a midweek study on Wednesday evenings at 
7:00pm. 

Children in 6th - 8th grades meet each Thursday evening 
at 6:30pm for Catechism class … and a little football. 

Bible Information Classes are ongoing and can be ar-
ranged to suit your schedule.  Contact Pastor Olson for 
more info. 

The Sunday morning class meets at 9:30am.  You are 
especially invited to join us in the upcoming weeks as we 

take a closer look at The Passion of the Christ.  Childcare 
is available if needed.  See Pastor Olson for arrange-
ments. 
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Tenebrae Service of DarknessTenebrae Service of DarknessTenebrae Service of DarknessTenebrae Service of Darkness    

Good Friday, April 14Good Friday, April 14Good Friday, April 14Good Friday, April 14thththth    at 7:00pmat 7:00pmat 7:00pmat 7:00pm    

Treasurer’s Report 

By:  Sean Case, Treasurer 

cash flow means we are now just 
paying bills from week to week with-
out any real reserve in the operating 
account.  As a congregation I know 
we do not wish to borrow from our-
selves again.  So, please, prayerfully 
consider how you might be able to 
help.   One consideration might be 
regular electronic offerings that can 
be budgeted weekly or monthly and 
will be received even when you are 
not able to make it to church.    You 
can use your banks Bill Pay feature to 
send your offering by mail, or partici-
pate in the “Simply Giving” electronic 
payment program. Either can be man-
aged by you on a weekly basis, if nec-
essary. 

Finally, as Dale has recently an-
nounced, our church has been named 
as the beneficiary of a rather large 
estate, and we have set aside these 
funds in a money market account 
earning nominal interest while the 
church council develops proposals for 
the congregation to consider for the 
best use of the funds to further our 
ministries. 

Looking at our finances, our approved 
budget projected $14,200 per month 
income to meet our budgeted expens-
es.  For the first two months of the 
year, we are running a negative cash 
flow, which means our expenses, alt-
hough below budget, are higher than 
our income.  Here’s a snapshot: 

 

2017 Financial Summary 

January - February 

  

 

Due to a generous memorial by the 
Murphy family, the council voted to 
pay back the money we borrowed last 
year from our Capital Improvement 
Fund.  However, the recent negative 

  Actual Budgeted 

Offerings $26,315 $28,400 

Expenses $27,438 $28,400 
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3 … 2 … 1 … GO! 

There may not have been milk 
for the winner, but there was 
pizza for everyone at this year’s 
Pine Car Derby.  Held on a Sat-
urday in February, there were 
handmade pine cars and even 
more Lego cars in the race.  Cre-
ativity and competition abound-
ed as cousins raced cousins and 
fathers raced sons.  The 12th 
annual race day proved to be a 
great time for those aged 2 
through 52! 
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Come to a 

1980’s murder mystery dinner! 

Saturday, March 18 - 6:00pm 

Shepherd of the Bay 

Dinner & entertainment included 

Cost:  $5 in advance or $10 at the door 

Exceling in the Gift of  Giving 

Excerpts from wels.net 

If you’re 70.5 or older, you can make 
qualified charitable distributions 
(QCDs) from your IRA to your church, 
synod, and other WELS organizations 
without counting the distributions as 
income for federal tax purposes. A 
check sent directly to an organization 
from an IRA holder counts as part of 
the required minimum distribution, but 
no taxes are paid on the transfer. The 
QCD also allows the person to maxim-
ize the donation and use the standard 
deduction on their tax return. Learn 
more at wels.net/qcd or by calling 
your local WELS Christian giving coun-
selor. 

Church Extenstion Fund (CEF) is an 
investment company that is affiliated 
with the WELS .   This is the organiza-
tion that granted us (yes, gave us – 
not to paid back) over $350,000 to 
build our facility.  Additionally, they 
hold our mortgage.   The difference in 

this investment company is that, just 
like our mortgage payments are used 
to build new churches, your invest-
ment dollars do the same thing.  Re-
cently, CEF introduced some special 
rates for new investors on loan certifi-
cates to raise an additional $8-12 mil-
lion dollars to build new churches and 
expand existing ones:   20 months @ 
2.50% and 54 months @ 3.5% with a 
minimum investment of $5000.  In-
vesting in the WELS CEF is not only a 
smart way to manage personal financ-
es; it also supports the mission of the 
church. Rev. Keith Free, administrator 
for WELS Home Missions, says, “The 
continued investments of more WELS 
members and congregation gives CEF 
additional funds to support missions 
and mission-minded congregations.”  
Learn more at wels.net/giving/wels-
church-extension-fund/ 
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Dale Feddersen, President:  Accountable to the members of the congregation for managing the business affairs of the 

congregation and for coordinating the strategic planning of the congregation via the council and congregational volunteers.  

I hope to focus the congregation on these goals: Increased spiritual development, Christian charity, and community out-

reach.  I am also one of  your elders. 

Steve Kopitzke, Secretary:  Assists the Council President in managing official church business by organizing the Council, 

establish meeting agendas, publish meeting minutes, signing business documents, and maintaining official Council records.  

Oversees the congregation’s sexual misconduct prevention program, including all forms and records.  Additionally, ensures 

the Council activities are in line with the church Constitution, Bylaws, and Operating Policies.   

Sean Case, Treasurer:  Responsible to the congregation for stewardship of the church’s funds including accounting for 

offerings, disbursement of funds to cover debts, and allocation of incoming and outgoing funds to the proper budget line.  

Apprises the council and the congregation of any budgetary issues or concerns.   He also establishes and leads the develop-

ment of the upcoming fiscal year budget.   

Vacant, Church Development:  Overall building and property manager who is accountable to the congregation for manag-

ing the care and upkeep of the church building and land, maintaining a current inventory of the church’s minor property, 

monitoring utilities and overseeing the liability, property and worker’s compensation insurance for the congregation through 

three committees: Facilities, Groundskeeping and Cleaning. 

Troy Christensen, Education:  Coordinates and monitors educational activities within the congregation while working 

with the Pastor, Teachers, and Elders to ensure that all topics and materials hold true to Scripture and are doctrinally sound.  

While holding this position, he intends to focus the congregation toward increased spiritual growth through the study of 

God's word while attending Bible information classes, Confirmation class, Pastor-led and Lay-led Bible studies, Small group 

Bible studies, Self Study, Sunday School, Youth Group, and/or Vacation Bible School. 

Matt Budde, Fellowship:  Responsible for planning and promoting opportunities for the congregation’s members and 

friends to have fun and learn more about each other while helping to develop positive Christian relationships.  Oversees the 

Outdoor Adventure Group, annual church picnic, after church fellowship, pinewood derby, Easter brunch, Thanksgiving 

dinner, and other special events throughout the year. 

Vacant, Outreach:  Establishes programs to equip the members for organized congregational evangelism and individual 

Christian witness.  Programs for such work include collaborating with our Synod in their national and global outreach.  Aids 

the congregation in seizing every opportunity the Lord provides to reach out with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Promotes an 

evangelism attitude in the congregation.  

Bob Gillett, Ministry/Service:  Along with the Education Coordinator and Elders, shares responsibility for the spiritual 

growth of the congregation.  Carries out Stewardship training and seeks volunteers with time and talents for the varied activi-

ties within the church.  Oversees the shepherding program which is designed to quickly assimilate new and potential mem-

bers into the congregation.  Addresses special needs of members and their friends, such as prayers, cards, meals or rides, as 

the situation warrants through the Christian Care Committee.  Additionally, he facilitates the congregation’s involvement in 

community events. 

Terry Johnson, Worship:  Ensures all personnel and activities, including audio/visual and music, are in place so worship 

services run smoothly.  Oversees the usher and greeter programs, along with the Altar Guild, which ensures the communion 

elements, altar paraments, banner and flowers are in place as required.   Also plans and coordinates special services. 

Meet Your Councilmen 2017 



“Together, with 

god’s blessing 

and help, we can 

build a thriving 

community 

church family …” 

negative cash flow between offerings 
and expenses.  Please prayerfully con-
sider how you can help with this defi-
cit.  

Praise be to God!  The past couple of 
months we have seen an increase in 
visitors and returning visitors.  They 
are truly a gift from God.  I encourage 
you to take time to greet them and 
get to know them;   introduce them to 
others and make them feel at home.  
In that same vein, I also urge you to 
take advantage of upcoming events to 
canvas neighborhoods with Easter 
postcards and summer soccer camp 
flyers, help prepare postcards for 
mass mailings, help give the outside 
and inside of our building a Spring 
spruce-up or help with Easter brunch.  
There are always lots of opportunities 
to volunteer, which also saves the 
congregation money. 

Finally, I encourage you to take ad-
vantage of any, or all, or our upcom-
ing fellowship opportunities.  These 
are a great time to get to know your 
church family members better and 
share in some good Christian fun.    

Together, with God’s blessing and 
help, we can build a thriving commu-
nity church family where we will grow 
together in faith to battle the troubles 
of this world using the full armor of 
God by being in His Word. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me in 
person or by email, phone or text if 
you have any concerns or questions. 

Thank you for trusting me to lead the 
administrative and operational aspect 
of the congregation.  I invite you to 
talk to me or the councilmen if you 
have ideas or questions about the 
congregation.  This is your congrega-
tion and we are honored to hold our 
positions to serve you. 

During the Annual Congregational 
Meeting a recommendation was made 
to provide a list of unfunded priorities 
to the congregation so individuals 
could review the list and support, if 
able, over and above their normal of-
ferings.  The Council plans to publish 
that list by mid-March with projected 
cost and directions on how to support 
an item(s), if desired.  For example: 
because one member felt strongly 
about the security or our building, we 
graciously received a dedicated offer-
ing that paid for the entire year of 
security monitoring - outside the 
budget.  We had another member pay 
for LED lighting in the tower and out-
door sign to ensure the surrounding 
community was well aware of our 
presence at night.  Many thanks to 
those families for their gifts. 

Additionally, thanks to some very gen-
erous gifts, the overall financial stabil-
ity of the congregation is solid in that 
we have these gifts for future ministry 
work.  The council would very much 
like those funds to be unused for nor-
mal budgeted operations.  However, 
in the first two months of the year, we 
are averaging about a $250/week 

Page 8 Food for the Flock 

TIMELESS TRUTHS AND DAILY INSPIRATION EVERY 

WEEKDAY IN SHORT (2-3MIN) VIDEOS.  CONNECT 

ONLINE AT YOURTIMEOFGRACE.ORG. 

IF YOU’D LIKE TO SEE THESE MESSAGES WHEN THEY 

COME OUT, MAKE SURE TO SUBSCRIBE ON YOUTUBE, 

CLICK ‘LIKE’ ON THE YOUR TIME OF GRACE FACEBOOK 

PAGE OR SIGN UP FOR THE EMAILS ON THE WEBSITE. 

Update from the Congregation President 

By:  Dale Feddersen, President 



God Squad Events 
 

Saturday, 3/25 @ 2pm 
Goofy Golf at Navy Rec Center 

 
Saturday, 5/6 

Star Wars Movie Marathon 
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Here's an easy way to raise money for Shepherd of the Bay. 

Just start using Yahoo! powered GoodSearch.com as your 

search engine and they'll donate about a penny to your favor-

ite cause every time you do a search! 

In addition, do all of your shopping through their online shopping mall, GoodShop.com, where you can shop at more than 

2,600 top online retailers and a percentage of your purchases will go to Shepherd of the Bay. You pay the same price as 

you normally would, but a donation goes to your cause! 

Here's the web site — http://www.goodsearch.com 

Congratulations to this year’s chili 

champ, Bill Murray!  His “Yard Bird 

Chili” was a real hit.  Keep that ladle 

shined up for next year! 

And the Golden LadleAnd the Golden LadleAnd the Golden LadleAnd the Golden Ladle    
Goes To ...Goes To ...Goes To ...Goes To ...    

A SPECIAL 

 

 

 

 

TO CONNIE SANCHEZ -  

BLESSINGS ON 90 YEARS! 



Growing Together in Faith 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTERSUPCOMING NEWSLETTERSUPCOMING NEWSLETTERSUPCOMING NEWSLETTERS:  :  :  :  The deadline for the next newsletter (May - June 2017) is the 25th of April.  If 
you would like to submit an article or news item, simply email it to clubfedd@md.metrocast.net .  Please consider writ-
ing an article (preferably in Microsoft Word) on an upcoming church event, mission outreach, youth group, etc.  A big 
“thank you” to all who have helped with prior newsletters! 

Shepherd of  the Bay 

Lutheran Church 

9463 H.G. Trueman Road 

Lusby, MD  20657 

Josh Olson, pastor 

269-993-5766 (cell phone) 

410-231-2075 (church office) 

lusbyshepherd@gmail.com 

 

Sunday Bible Class for all ages at 9:30am 

Sunday Worship at 10:30am 
(Sunday School during worship) 

 

We’re on the Web! 
www.shepherdofthebay.com 

Easter Advertising 

See that sign to the left?  The one with the church logo on it? 

There’s one for each family to take home and place in their 

front yard.  We’re asking you to put them out on 

Sunday, April 2nd.  Take them down the day after Easter - we 

really don’t want them to become part of your landscape - 

and bring them back.  We’ll store it for you! 

It’s just something new that might strike a little interest in 

your neighborhood.  Think of how much area we can cover! 

Take yours home when you see them in the church foyer.  

Thanks for your help! 


