
I am excited to present our church family 
with our new motto, mission statement, 
multiplication strategy and main values 
list.  We are dedicating the five Sunday 
worship services in January to preach 
through these components.  Plan on 
coming to hear our vision and passion for 
growing a great family at Oakwood 
Community Church. 

Here is a sneak peek at what will be 
coming after the first of the year: 

Our Motto: Growing a Great Family 
Grounded in Faith, Guided by Grace, and 
Going in Love. 

Our Mission: To multiply Christ-like 
DISCIPLES who are PASSIONATE about 
their God, OBEDIENT to God’s Word, 
DEPENDENT on God through prayer, 
CONNECTED to one another, AUTHENTIC 
and RELEVANT in their witness. 

Oakwood will continue to remain faithful 
to God’s “Great Commission” (multiply 
Christ-like disciples) and “Great 
Commandment” (Love God and love 
people). We desire to be a (G.C.)2 church. 
As we fulfill the Great Commission 
through Great Commandment living, God 
will grow His church. 

We plan on taking our God-given duty 
seriously.  You can get a jump start on 
the new year by resolving to do these 
three things: 

I Must Know My Job Description. “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because 
He anointed Me to preach the gospel to 
the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim 
release to the captives, and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set free those who 
are oppressed, to proclaim the favorable 
year of the Lord.” (Luke 4:18-19)  When 
Jesus stood up in the synagogue and 
declared His job description, He was 
setting the standard for the ages to 

come: for the disciples, for the 
church, and for you right now in the 
21st century.  We are ambassadors 
of the Gospel. 

I Must Keep Advancing. Instead of 
using your energies just to survive 
and maintain, God wants you to 
advance His plan on this earth. When 
Satan attacked Jesus in the 
wilderness, Jesus responded with the 
Word of God (Luke 4:1-13). “IT IS 
WRITTEN” is a formidable weapon 
against unbelief, identity crises, and 
not understanding your God-given 
spiritual authority.  Keep moving 
forward in  your  knowledge, 
understanding and obedience to 
God’s Word. 

I Must Carry the Gospel. The Gospel 
is contagious and you are called to 
be a carrier of this Good News. As we 
catch this mandate from Jesus, we’re 
going to see greater levels of 
opportunities to engage with the 
brokenhearted captives. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit we can do 
this! 

We are growing a great family at 
Oakwood and we need you to be all 
that God has called you to be as a 
developing disciple of Jesus.   
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Tickets must be purchased in advance.  
No tickets will be sold at the door. 

Luke 2:10 And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the 

people. 

Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who 

is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with 

whom he is pleased!”  

John 3:16 For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not per-

ish but have eternal life. 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is 

death, but the free gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope.  

 

Join us at 6:00pm for a our Christmas 

Eve Service with Communion, Carols, 

Candlelight and Cookies.   

After the celebration there will be time 

to visit with family and friends while 

enjoying coffee and cookies.  

On Sunday, December 20 we will be taking the annual “Oakwood 

Cares” offering.  Over the past five years, more than $60,000 has 

been donated.  The people of Oakwood have given funds, suggested 

needs and dispersed funds to people both within our church and out 

in the community. 

It is great to be part of a caring church!  We want to continue being a 

caring church while emphasizing the need to get out and serve our 

community.  Starting this year the “Oakwood Cares” offering will be 

dispersed through our new “Second Saturday” ministry.  On the 

second Saturday of every month (launching Spring 2016), our church 

family will gather to go out and go do!  We plan to meet needs with 

both financial resources and sacrificial action.   

Serving is not the main goal, serving Jesus is.  He is our source of joy. 

Therefore, we can be joyful servants for Him. Serving Jesus is from 

the heart, not a task.  Ask yourself: How am I serving Jesus? Try 

making our “Second Saturday” ministry a habit for you and your 

family.  Oakwood Cares and Oakwood Goes! 

How do we serve Jesus through action? What is it like to be joyful, 

sacrificial servants? Let’s follow Jesus’ example (edited article from 

www.bible.org): 

1. JESUS THOUGHT OF OTHERS BEFORE HIMSELF. SO, JOYFUL, 

SACRIFICIAL SERVANTS THINK OF OTHERS BEFORE THEMSELVES. 

Jesus had privileges as God, reigning over the universe. But He 

did not consider His equality with God as something selfishly to 

be held onto. He thought of us and our needs. He did this so we 

didn’t have to continue living selfish lives. He has enabled us to 

be others-oriented.  

2. JESUS SERVED. SO JOYFUL, SACRIFICIAL SERVANTS SERVE. 

According to 2 Corinthians 4:5, if I am to have the mindset of a 

servant this is how I should think: “I yield myself to Christ to be a 

servant, to use what I am and have for the glory of God and the 

good of others.” Romans 12:1 tells us to take our everyday, 

ordinary life—sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around-

life—and place it before God as an offering. This is our spiritual 

act or of worship.  

3. JESUS SACRIFICED. SO JOYFUL, SACRIFICIAL SERVANTS 

WILLINGLY SACRIFICE. 

Author Warren Wiersbe made this comment in his commentary 

on Philippians: “Many people are willing to serve others if it does 

not cost them anything. But if there is a price to pay, they 

suddenly lose interest. Jesus became obedient to death—even 

death on a cross!” 

4. JESUS GLORIFIED GOD. SO, JOYFUL, SACRIFICIAL SERVANTS 

GLORIFY GOD. 

In Romans 15:1-7, Paul exhorts believers to be patient with one 

another, try to please one another, accept one another, and seek 

unity with one another so that “together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (verse 6).” We 

are living, breathing, walking, and talking representatives of the 

living God.  Let’s joyfully and sacrificially serve! 


