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Giving Thanks...
by Leslie Klingensmith
Halloween is over (see some of the fun
photos of Trunk or Treat), and that can only
mean one thing, right? Christmas
decorations are up in the stores. I'm not
even going to bother ranting about it,
because that is the way it always is. At least
for all of my adult life it has bugged me that our culture pressures us
to jump right over the season of Thanksgiving and start frantically
getting ready for Christmas.
We cannot expect the culture to change, we just have to resist the
temptation to jump ahead. I firmly believe that taking the time to
recognize and give thanks for all our blessings will make the Advent
and Christmas seasons even more meaningful. I urge each of us to
practice some kind of thankfulness discipline during the month of
November, whether that is keeping a journal of your gratitude,
utilizing social media to give thanks and encourage others to do
likewise, or simply taking the time each day to say a prayer of
thanks.
I also hope you will plan to attend our Thanksgiving luncheon
here at St. Matthew on Sunday, November 20 right after church. It is
always a wonderful time with all generations celebrating our
blessings (including each other!) and enjoying each other.
Even though I lament the early decorating and emphasis on
consumerism, I do recognize that the church has special things going
on to celebrate Advent and Christmas. None of those things "just

Liturgists
by Jeanne Meyer

The Liturgists for
November are:
Nov 6 Leigh Leslie
Nov 11 Nulty Lynch
Nov 20 Ellen
Kankhwende
Nov 27 Bruce Dorrier

happen," and November is a time when we are "getting ready to get
ready," if that makes sense. The Worship, Program, and Mission
Commissions are all especially busy figuring out how we can prepare
for and celebrate Christ's birth.
Elsewhere in the newsletter, you can see
detailed descriptions of our Advent
programs and worship services. I hope
everyone will make the time to participate in
any or all of the events that appeal to you. If
you want to join in the Advent Study for
adults, we will be having a discussion of
Walter Brueggemann's Names for the
Messiah. The book looks at the names for
Christ listed in Isaiah 9:6-7 and explores
how those varied facets of Jesus shape our
lives and our understanding of God. It is
not a difficult read, but it provides lots for us
to discuss and think about. The book is inexpensive and available on
Amazon.com. Advent starts November 27, so plan ahead and read
the Introduction and Chapter 1 by that date.
We're also trying something new for the upcoming Advent
season. Perhaps you have noticed a resurgence of coloring as a
meditative practice. Yes, coloring! You can find tons of "adult"
coloring books in stores now, with intricate and artistic designs. This
season, we will be working as a community on five Advent coloring
posters that, when put together, form one single unified design.
Anyone interested can come to the church on Wednesday afternoons
during Advent from 3-5 PM and just relax. We will listen to Advent
and Christmas music, color, and unplug from all the busyness of the
season. If anyone wants to bring seasonal cookies or other munchies
you are welcome to, but there's no obligation to do so. There will be
other opportunities to color throughout the season as well. We will
have five gorgeous posters at the end of Advent that will be used in a
special way during our Christmas morning worship service on
Sunday, December 25.
I look forward to sharing these times with you all!
Leslie

St. Matthew
2016 Advent
Calendar
We know Christmas seems
like a long way off, but in
reality, Advent begins the
last Sunday of November.
So, please, take a look at this
Advent listing and mark
your calendar with all the
exciting St. Matthew events.
All of these programs are
designed to help you get
ready to truly welcome the
Baby Jesus into your hearts
and into your lives.
All St. Matthew programs
are open to the community.
Come, join us, and bring a
friend. For more
information, call the church
at 301-598-4400.

St. Matthew Potluck Luncheon,
Sunday, November 20
by Karen Brown Gonzalez

Join your St. Matthew members and friends as we share
lunch and our blessings. Bring a crock-pot of soup or a plate of
sandwiches, plus a dessert or beverage to share. Please sign up
on the sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.
Our Thanksgiving Luncheon has always focused on a local
mission project. Again, this year we will shower the children at

Sunday,
November 27:
FIRST SUNDAY

the Betty Ann Krahnke
Center, Montgomery
County's only emergency
shelter for domestic
violence. Select items
from their wish list below
and bring them to the
Luncheon.
♥ Diapers and baby
wipes
♥ Gift Cards (Grocery Stores, Gas Stations, Target, etc.)
♥ Car Seats (all ages/ sizes)
♥ Towels and washcloths
♥ Twin size sheets (flat/fitted)
♥ Blankets
♥ Pillows and pillowcases
♥ Toiletries (full size shampoo, conditioner,
body wash, lotion)
♥ Toys for toddlers (new)
♥ Arts and crafts supplies, coloring books
♥ Shower shoes (all ages)
♥ Cleaning supplies and disinfectant wipes
♥ New Bathrobes
♥ Strollers (single and double)
♥ Wii and PS2 games (sports)
♥ New Board Games
♥ Blocks and Lego sets

OF ADVENT
9:00 am: Adult Advent
Study - a discussion based
on the book Names for the
Messiah by Walter
Brueggemann, an Old
Testament scholar and
theologian. In the Agnes
Wilson Room.
10:00 am: Worship
(with child care).
Wednesday,
November 30:
3:00-5:00pm
Pre-Christmas
Relaxation- come un-wind
and enjoy the Spirit of the
Season! We'll listen to
Christmas music and work
on some fabulous coloring
posters that will be used in
our Christmas morning
worship service.
Saturday-Sunday,
December 3-4:
7:30 pm - 9:00 am:
Youth Christmas
Celebration
With "Minute to Win It"
games, cookie baking, movie
watching, and sleep over.

Sunday,
December 4:
SECOND SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

St. Matthew Trunk and Treaters pose for their portrait

Halloween Party/Trunk or Treat,
Saturday/Sunday, October 29/30

9:00 am: Adult Advent
Study - Ongoing discussion
based on the book Names
for the Messiah by Walter
Brueggemann in the Agnes
Wilson Room.

by Konni Brantner

If you weren't at St. Matthew on Saturday, October 22, you
missed a fantastic event! There were lots of games, crafts,
laughs and screams as we welcomed children and families from
our church, neighborhood, day care, smart sack recipients and
Linkage to Learning clients.
Thanks to the help and hard work of Eseme Koge, Abby
Hartley and Noami Maxa the youth (with some help from a few
of our children) of our church created a wonderful, creative and
spooky haunted house. The kids had a fantastic time creating
this masterpeice, and the neighborhood loved it!

10:00 am: Worship
(with child care). Church
school
Wednesday,
December 7:
10:30 am: Mary
Martha Circle
3:00-5:00pm
Pre-Christmas
Relaxation- come unwind
and enjoy the Spirit of the
Season! We'll listen to
Christmas music and work
on some fabulous coloring
posters that will be used in
our Christmas morning
worship service.
Saturday,
December 10:
10:00 am - 12
Noon: Community
Christmas Party - in The
Commons. The day will
feature crafts, games, and
light refreshments

A neighborhood friend
enjoys the party.

Gandalf the Great greets
Trunk and Treaters.

Thanks to all the folks who helped with the party and the
haunted house. The Halloween festivities continued after Sunday
service with Trunk or Treat.
Sunday,
December 11:
THIRD SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

CONGREGATION NOTES
Mary Martha Circle
Meets
Wednesday, November 9

9:00 am: Adult Advent
Study - a continuing
discussion based on the
book Names for the Messiah
by Walter Brueggemann in
the Agnes Wilson Room.

by Millie Ames

10:00 am: Worship. With
special music by the Adult
Choir. Church School.

The Mary Martha Circle met
October 12th for bible study and

6:00-8:30 pm: Young
Adult Gathering: Join us

lunch. The topic interestingly presented by Stephanie Crissman,
was "Who is Jesus according to Mathew."
On November 9th we meet again and will discuss "Who was
Jesus according to Luke. Please join us at 10:30 a.m. in the
Agnes Wilson Room. Bring a sandwich. A tasty desert and
beverage will be provided as well as spirited social conversation.
Hope to see you there.

St. Matthew Christmas Orchestra
by Phil Tarnoff

The famed St. Matthew Christmas Orchestra has been
scheduled for its annual performance on December 18th
immediately following the church service. So if you currently play
a musical instrument or have ever played a musical instrument,
we would welcome your participation. So get out your instrument
and begin practicing. It's never too later.

at Pastor Leslie's home for
hearty hors d'oeuvres, lively
discussion, and relaxing fun.
Wednesday,
December 14:
3:00-5:00 pm
Pre-Christmas
Relaxation- come unwind
and enjoy the Spirit of the
Season! We'll listen to
Christmas music and work
on some fabulous coloring
posters that will be used in
our Christmas morning
worship service.

Sunday,
December 18:
FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT
St. Matthew Christmas Orchestra in action.
We'll have a practice following the December 11th service at
which time we'll be playing all the Christmas favorites. Let Phil
Tarnoff know if you'd like copies of the music in advance, and
also whether you'd like to volunteer for one of the solo spots on
the program. Better hurry up, solo opportunities are disappearing
rapidly.

Theater Evening: Show Boat,
Sunday, January 29, 2017
by Karen Brown Gonzalez

Join your St. Matthew Friends for an evening of fun and
fellowship enjoying the musical Show Boat! The performance
is on Sunday, January 29, 2017, at
Toby's Dinner Theater
5900 Symphony Woods Rd.
Columbia, MD
Cost: $55.00 each includes buffet dinner, coffee or tea,
musical and gratuity.

9:00 am: Adult Advent
Study - We will conclude
our discussion based on the
book Names for the Messiah
by Walter Brueggemann in
the Agnes Wilson Room.
10:00 am: Children
Christmas Play:
It's Not About a Date.
11:30 am: Christmas
Orchestra concert (if you
play, or ever have played an
instrument and would like to
participate, call the office
301-598-4400)
4-6:30 pm: Caroling and
Pizza - Come meet us for
pizza before we go caroling.
OR, if you prefer, meet us at
4:30 to go sing. We'll gather

in The Commons.
SAVE THE DATE and RESERVE your seat by signing up on
the sheet in the Narthex and making a check to St. Matthew
indicating Dinner Theater in Memo. Sorry, no refunds after
December 31. For questions, contact Glenda DeJong or Karen
Brown Gonzalez
Show Boat is a 1927 musical in two acts, with music by
Jerome Kern and book and lyrics by
Oscar Hammerstein II. Based on Edna
Ferber's best-selling novel of the same
name, the musical follows the lives of
the performers, stagehands and dock
workers on the Cotton Blossom, a
Mississippi River show boat, over 40
years, from 1887 to 1927. Its themes
include racial prejudice and tragic,
enduring love. The musical contributed
such classic songs as "Ol' Man River",
"Make Believe" and "Can't Help Lovin'
Dat Man".

Wednesday,
December 21:
3:00-5:00 pm: PreChristmas Relaxation come unwind and enjoy the
Spirit of the Season! We'll
listen to Christmas music
and work on some fabulous
coloring posters that will be
used in our Christmas
morning worship service.
7:30 pm: The Longest
Night Service (The
Agnes Wilson Room)
This service is designed for
those for whom the
Advent/Christmas seasons
may be a difficult time:
people who have suffered a
loss, who don't enjoy all the
preparation or who feel
isolated in the midst of all
the festivities. It is also ideal
for people who just want to
slow down and experience a
worship service focused on
prayer and contemplation.
Come enjoy a quiet evening
with friends, reflecting on
the hope we find in the
coming birth of Christ.

Saturday,
December 24:
CHRISTMAS EVE

St. Matthew member Mikias Chewaka and our friend Amjad Chaudhury
from Bait-ur-Raimann mosque

STOP HUNGER NOW,

4:30 pm: Christmas Eve
Service, designed to be
meaningful and appropriate
for children of all ages - but
specifically geared for the
youngest among us!
7:30 pm: Christmas Eve
Service with candlelight
and communion.

Sunday, October 2
by Leslie Klingensmith

On Sunday afternoon, October 2, St. Matthew members,
friends, and neighbors joined together to pack meals of food
provided by STOP HUNGER NOW, the organization which
distributes meals to needy persons world-wide.
We set a goal of 10,000 meals and we reached it! Many
thanks for all the volunteers who helped make it possible.

Sunday,
December 25:
MERRY CHRISTMAS
10:00 am: Worship
Come in casual dress to share in a
child-friendly celebration of our
Lord's birth.
Sunday,
January 1, 2017:
HAPPY NEW YEAR

10:00 am: Worship
with Communion. Joint
Church School for all ages.

Don't forget: We are
participating in the Linkage
to Learning gift card
program- (Remembering,
Caring and Sharing)
November 27- Dec. 11, as
well as Alternative Gift
Giving, December 4 and 11.

Packaging Stop Hunger Now meals in the Commons

This year our Alternative
Gifts are going to ExtraOrdinary Birthdays (a
non-profit that provides
birthday parties in homeless
shelters) and Shepherd's
Table- a community
organization whose mission
is to provide basic services
to people who are homeless
or in need.

UPCOMING YOUTH NOTES
Community Christmas Party,
Saturday, December 10
by Konni Brantner

December 10th will be our annual community Christmas
party. Children (accompanied by an adult) from our church,
neighborhood, Harmony Hills, Bel Pre Day Care and the
7th Day Adventist congregation will gather in the Commons to
create Christmas master pieces, play some games and enjoy

Important Links

some light refreshments. .
Plan now to attend..... invite your friends and neighbors and
count on having a a great time!
Of course, we need lots of help to make this happen- so....
please volunteer! Call Konni for more information.

Save The Date:
Annual Vacation
Bible School
June 26 to June 30, 2017
9:30 am to 12:30 each day.
Theme: God's Power
Burning Bright

Leslie A. Klingensmith,
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301-598-4400
Konni Brantner,
Director of
Youth Education
and Outreach
301-871-6275
Al Conner,
Church Office
Administrative Assistant
301-598-4400
Jeremy Young,
Director of
Music and Organist
301-681-8013
Julia McBee,
Clerk of Session
301-603-0450
Bill McBee,
Newsletter Editor
301-603-0450
The deadline for
the December 2016
newsletter is
December 2.

