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Greetings Friends in Christ!  

Winter has arrived and it seems a bit more 

normal (I know, what is normal). These 

words from St. Paul have meant much to 

me these last few weeks as we celebrated 

Christmas and the gift of heaven for a 

number of our saints. In our service we use 

this verse to remind us that that God has 

claimed us in the waters of baptism, taken care of our 

shortcomings and that when Jesus comes again, the souls of 

those believers who have gone to be with Him will return to 

be reunited with their earthly bodies in the resurrection. And 

that we will live with God in a world without brokenness. This 

hope helps move beyond our loss and live as “People of the 

Resurrection!”    

“Living Lent as People of the Resurrection” is our theme for 

our Lenten season which begins on Ash Wednesday on Feb 

10th (I know, I can’t believe it either). One of Steven Covey’s 

habits that he wrote about was, “Begin with the end in mind.”  

That is exactly how we live our lives of faith. We already know 

how it all turns out: Jesus Christ chose us from the beginning 

of time to be His. He then came to this earth, joined the 

human race, suffered, died and rose again, that we could be 

united with Him in a resurrection like His on that last day.  In 

the next few weeks, we will follow Jesus’ steps to the cross 

and on to the empty tomb, watching for the signposts: 

Ponder, Purpose, People, Proclaim, Praise, Pain and Promise.  

Come join us as we will be having a fellowship meal between 

our services which are at 4:30 and 6:00. In fact, look for a 

person to invite along. Sending this as a “fellow person of the 

resurrection 

 

Pastor John Grohs 

 

Other items:  Call Committee: The call committee has come together. Please 

provide input for them along with your prayers for our ministries, families and 

staff.  Kitchen Repair: At this writing, we have raised $26,000 of our $48,000 

goal. Thank you for your help.     

“We were therefore 

buried with Him 

through baptism 

into death in order 

that, just as Christ 

was raised from the 

dead through the 

glory of the Father, 

we too may live a 

new life. For if we 

have been united 

with Him in a death 

like His, we will 

certainly also be 

United with Him in a 

resurrection like His. 

” Rom 6: 4-5 
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Inspired Journey—2014-2016! 
….INSPIRED by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thes 1: 3   

 

 

 “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 

endures forever. ‘Let the redeemed of the Lord tell 

their story’—those He redeemed from the hand of the foe, 

those He gathered from the lands, from 

           east and west, from north and south”. Ps 107: 1-3 

 

 

Greetings in the LORD!  We look ahead with God for what He has in 

mind for His kingdom here.  We have been focused upon reaching our 

goals for our Inspired Journey which started some 22 months ago.  When we set 

our goals, we tried to keep the goals reasonable.  We have met several of those 

goals including our increase in our enrollment at school.  We have fallen short of 

our financial goal, at least to this point.  Reaching our goal would have meant 

that some of our savings would have been applied to our future church home as 

well.  We have tried to keep this information in front of you by reporting on a 

monthly basis, and with our one year anniversary celebration last March.  

 

Our goal and dream to raise $2.4 million over a two-year period was to 1) meet 

our operating plan for current ministry, 2) to reduce what we need to use from 

interest/earnings from endowment and 3) to significantly increase funds in our 

building fund.  Weekly Offerings, tuition payments and other donations were 

included to reach this goal.  It was the plan of the Inspired Group that this $2.4 

million goal be funded so we could rejoice and then move on to another goal of 

paying for a new worship center that would help us with a new ministry center 

here in Wisconsin Rapids.   

 

While we experienced an increase in our weekly average giving the first year, we 

have leveled off the second year.  And so we find ourselves after the first 22 

months (Mar 16, 2014 – Jan. 15, 2016) received:  Offerings were $1,193,775 and 

Tuition was $443,070 for a total of $1,636,845.  Thank you for your continued 

effort to meet our goal so our dreams can become reality.    

 

Please continue to tell the amazing stories that God is allowing to happen here in 

our Immanuel family. Your servants in Christ,  

 

Brian Hanson, Tony Belanger, Quinn Hansen, Jon Lee, Pastor John Grohs  
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Shouldn’t Immanuel’s Ministry be YOUR ministry? 
“ For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 

function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: 

if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his 
teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the 

one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness” 
Romans 12:4-8 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
You may be aware that Immanuel has been undergoing some changes lately in an 

effort to allow our staff and volunteers to focus on ministry opportunities.  We have revised 
our constitution, and have restructured how our Board of Directors operates.   

One result of these changes is that we are in the process of building a Board of Lay 
Ministry.  What does Lay Ministry mean?  Some define this as ministry of the church that is 
necessary but not paid, or volunteer work done by those that are not commissioned 
ministers.  That’s what we’re looking at here at Immanuel.   There is a phrase that was 
burned into my mind during one of my courses at Concordia: “You should constantly be 
working yourself out of a job!”  The idea behind this instruction is that I should always be 
building up volunteers to be doing ministry, and once there are people in place doing what I 
used to do, then we can look for other areas to minister, and the process starts over!   

We are so incredibly blessed with many capable ministers here at Immanuel, but I 
will be the first to admit, that I’m not always serving in the way that I was instructed.  Part of 
this is because I REALLY like doing ministry myself!  I’m learning more and more, though, 
what a joy it is to see a loving parent lead a Bible Study that I’ve also enjoyed leading, or 
knowing that a friend of mine (who also happens to be a youth parent) will be enjoying my 
favorite retreat in my absence.  I have a feeling I’ll be experiencing more of these moments 
over the next year as by body continues to tell me that life is rapidly changing.   

You often hear from me about the wonderful things happening in Immanuel’s Youth 
Ministry, but there are so many other ministries taking place behind the scenes that you may 
not even be aware of!  That is where we come back to the Board of Lay Ministry.  We are 
looking for additional leaders and volunteers to get on board in (but not limited to!) the 
following ministry areas: Children’s (cradle roll, nursery, Children’s Time, VBS), Youth 
(Bible studies, monthly service and fellowship opportunities, retreats), Family (Parenting 
classes and Bible Studies, MOPS, family events), Homebound (Project compassion, visits), 
Parish Education (Bible studies, confirmation, new members), Outreach (Live Your Faith 
Live, Oktoberfest, Ruby’s Pantry, outdoor movies (coming soon!), mission trips), Worship 
(choir, praise team, altar care and preparations, holiday décor), Stewardship (Inspired and 
generosity journeys, living well with what we’ve been given), Human Care (Neighborhood 
Table, collections for our community, Thanksgiving baskets, Angel Tree), and so much more!  
This is honestly just the tip of the Iceberg when it comes to the many ministries that are 
currently happening at Immanuel, and there is so much potential for more!   
 Please prayerfully consider how God is calling you to use your gifts at Immanuel 
and in our community.  Keep an eye out for opportunities to get involved through our Board 
of Lay Ministry, or get in touch with me!  Our goal is to focus on intentional communication 
and accountability, rather than monthly meetings, so if you have any desire to share Christ’s 
love and serve God’s children alongside your brothers and sisters, please join us!   
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Tara Barrett, DCE 
715-423-3260 x 12 
tbarrett@immanuelrapids.com 
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Board of Directors Meeting – December 28 2015 
 
Tim Sullivan called the meeting to order at 4:45. 
 
Pastor John opened with devotion and prayer. 
 
Approval of minutes and reports from November 23, 2015 with the edit listing Brian Betts 
in attendance as guest: Motion by Brian Hanson, second by Reg Chamberlin to approve 
minutes and reports. Motion carried. 
 
Reports Available: 
Senior Pastor – Pastor John 
Associate Pastor – Pastor Tim 
Director of Christian Education – Tara Barrett 
Principal’s Report – Brian Betts 
Ministry of Day School Meeting 
Child Care Report 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Old Business 
Moving Toward Tomorrow has 2 consultants coming on January 19 to discuss logistics 
of a capital campaign 
 
New Business: 
A Call Committee will be formed; names will be finalized next week 
 
Discussion was held about upcoming congregation forum on the pre-calling for our 
vacancy including the following: need for questions for and from our congregation; need 
for BOD members to attend if available; options for filling our vacancy. 
 
Discussion was held about the need to approach St. Luke’s as they are also looking for 
a Pastor(s) and how/if we could work together – maybe in other ways, as well. 
 
Motion made by Brian Hanson, seconded by Reg Chamberlin to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 
Members Present: Tim Sullivan, Reg Chamberlin, Brian Hanson, Dan Guck, Pastor 
John, Jeff Conradt; Jon Lee joined by phone. 
 
Members Absent:  Caitlin Shuda 
 
 
Minutes recorded by Tim Sullivan, President 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Caitlin Shuda, Recording Secretary 
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Immanuel Lutheran School 
February 2016 

#CHRISTIAN 
The theme for this year is school year 
#CHRISTIAN from Romans 1:6-Called to 
belong to Christ.  For the month of 
February the theme will be Tested using 
the Bible verse from John 16:33 “I have 
told you these things that in me you may 
have peace.  In this world you will have 

trouble.  But Take Heart! I have overcome the 
world.”  This is a verse that is very fitting for much 
of the things that challenge our Christian faith.  The 
other day for a faith development time with some 
students we spent some time talking about integrity 
and what this means. One of the points made was 
that when are actions and words match our values 
we are then in harmony.  Each day we need to do a 
check and test ourselves to determine if our actions 
are those of a Christian or of the world.  It is not 
always an easy walk but when we put our faith with 
Christ as the corner stone the things of value will 
come to us.  Come and join us on Wednesday 
mornings at 8:50 for chapel as we spend this month 
digging into the theme Tested.   
 

Celebration Auction 
Plans are being made for the Celebration Auction 
scheduled for April 2, 2016 at the Ridges.  The 
committee is looking for donations that can be used 
to help support this event.  If you have any 
donations for this event please contact Rebekah 
Drewiske at 715-424-0180.  Donations can also be 
brought to the school office.  Thanks for your 
support.  

 
Kitchen Project Update 
Included in the newsletter is a letter asking for your 
support to help cover the costs of the kitchen 
project.  The goal is to raise $48,000.  Currently to 
January 15, 2016 there has been $26,000 of 
donations to support the costs of this project.  If you 
would like to give gifts to this cause please read the 
letter and send your gift in to the school.    The 
school website under photo gallery and Facebook 
has pictures of this project.  Thanks for your 
support!   

2016-2017 School Registration 
Current school families have been given a re-enrollment 
packet to sign up for the 2016-2017 school year.  
Immanuel is also looking for any new families to have 
the opportunity for Christian Education.  If you know of a 
new family in our community that could benefit by a 
Christian Education please guide them to the Website at 
www.immanuelrapids.com or call the school office and 
provide a name and phone number contact so we may 
provide them with the information about the benefits of 
Immanuel.  Immanuel has a dedicated staff that can 
provide a strong academic foundation and character 
development in a Christian learning environment.   

 

Parental Choice Program  
Open Enrollment 
The Open Enrollment for Wisconsin Parental Choice 
Program window is February 1- April 20 2016.  During 
this time parents who want to participate in this program 
can enroll their children at a school that is participating in 
this program across the state.  Immanuel is a school that 
will be participating in this program for the 2016-2017 
school year.  Please let others know that they can be 
part of this program to be able to send a child to 
Immanuel for FREE as the education cost is paid for by 
the state if accepted in this program.  In order for 
Immanuel to receive more students we need as many 
students to apply for this program.  The application and 
details about this program can be found at 
http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/choice-programs 
You can also look at Wisconsin School Choice website 
that has more information about this program located at 
http://www.schoolchoicewi.org/ 
If you need help or have more questions please call the 
school at 715-423-0272 and we will be willing to help 
schedule a time to guide you through the online 

application.   

 
Culver’s Night 
Have you had a butter burger 
lately? You have another 

opportunity for a great meal and to support 
Immanuel on Tuesday, January 26, 4:00 – 8:00 
p.m.  10% of the proceeds from our Immanuel 
families will be donated back to school. Thanks to 
your support to Immanuel Lutheran School. 

 

December 16, 2015 

http://www.immanuelrapids.com/
http://www.schoolchoicewi.org/
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Dear Friends of Immanuel,  
 
It all started as a result of a failed pipe.  The picture above is a section of the 50 year old cast iron pipe that 
failed in the school kitchen which resulted in a major summer project to repair the plumbing in the school 
building this summer.  The project resulted in replacing around 150 feet of waste line that had failed or was 
close to failing and needed to be replaced.  The process involved cutting the floor open and replacing the failed 
waste lines.  In the process electrical, fire alarm, telephone, and HVAC repairs had to be made due to these 
items being located in the floor and damaged during the excavation process.  This major waste line for the 
building is connected to the school kitchen, 3 bathrooms, 5 classrooms, and the schools locker-room.  This 
was something that I am glad was able to be repaired during the summer and ready for the beginning of the 
school year.   
 
Immanuel was blessed to work with local contractors who were able to provide needed 
resources to complete this project on a very short time schedule.  The major contractors on 
this project were: Eagle Construction, Pelner Williams Plumbing and Heating, E-Con 
Electric, and Bauers Floor Mart Custom Flooring. 
 
This project also involved upgrading the dishwasher and repainting the walls in the kitchen.  
It was a blessing to have volunteers assist in painting and moving equipment to bring this 
project to completion.   
The total cost for this project is $60,000 which included updating the schools aging 
dishwasher and repairs related to the plumbing.  The goal is to raise $48,000 to offset the 
cost of the plumbing repairs to the school.   
 
The 2015-2016 School year theme is #Christian-Called to Belong using the Bible vs. from Romans 1:6 which 
reminds us that we are called to Christ.  Right now I am asking for you to “Be Called to Belong” to support this 
effort to raise some funds to pay for this project.  Immanuel could use your help to pay for this unexpected and 
not budgeted expense.  If you feel so moved to support this cause please send your donation to the school.  If 
you would like to see more pictures on the details of this project please look on the school website under photo 
gallery.   
 
As of January 15, 2016 are at $26,000 to this point of gifts that have been received.   
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT.  
 
Your help and support to this project allows the school to flush your money towards a great cause.  Check out 
what is happening at www.immanuelrapids.com or like us on Facebook.   
In His Grip-Brian J. Betts-Principal 

 
 
Name_______________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone___________________________________Email________________________________________ 
 
Amount: ___$25 ___$50 ___$100 ___other amount 
 
In Memory of:_________________________________________ 
 
Please send donation to Immanuel Lutheran School 111 11th Street North Wisconsin Rapids WI 54494 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.immanuelrapids.com/
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Regular Office Hours 
The Church/School office hours are from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Scrip will be available during this time 
from 8:15 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.  
For any emergency needs, please call the Pastor’s 
emergency number.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETTER 

Any items to go into next month’s newsletter will 
need to be handed in to the church office by the 

15th of the month.  Thank you.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
I would like to thank everyone that helped with the 
church and school property this past year….. I am 
also looking for volunteers to check the church out 
twice a week and someone to mow the lawn at 
church next summer. Thank you again, Property 
Steward…Dennis Hall. (If anyone is interested, 
please notify Dennis, Pastor John, or contact the 
church office. Thank you.) 

 

IMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP 
The Immanuel Prayer Group meets every Sunday 
from 10 – 10:20 a.m. in front of the church.  Come 
join us as we pray for our church, our community, 
our country, and your special 
needs.  Come and go as you are 
able!  God CAN do immeasurable 
more than all we can ask or 
imagine!  Ephesians 3:20 

 
Officers of the Congregation 

President, Tim Sullivan 715-347-7697 
Vice-President, Jeff Conradt 715-421-4155 
Treasurer, Jon Lee 715-421-1373 
Recording Secretary, Caitlin Shuda 715-459-7570  

Lay Board Members 
Brian Hanson 715-423-5329 
Daniel Guck 715-423-3426  
Regis Chamberlin 715-421-3793 
 

The Board of Directors Minutes from November, 
2015 is included in this newsletter. 

Board of Elders 
Dennis Martin, Chairman 715-741-1959 
Merlyn Koopman, Cliff Starr, John Sawaska, Irv Vollert, 
Dick Wood  

Auxiliaries 
Evening Guild, Diane Reetz 715-424-2824 
Ladies Aid, Leona Dhein 715-421-4349 
Men’s Club, Pastor John 715-410-4160 
MOPS, Sarah Albright 

Professional Staff 
The Rev. John K. Grohs, Senior Pastor 715-423-3260 
Tara Barrett, DCE 715-423-3260  
Mr. Brian Betts, Principal 715-423-0272 
Mr. Ted Voelker, Athletic Director 715-423-0272 
Church Office Number – 111 11

th
 St. N. 715-423-3260 

School Office Number – 111 11
th
 St. N. 715-423-0272 

Church Phone Number – 160 8
th
 St. N. 715-423-5190 

Pastor John’s Phone Number  715-410-4160 
(Land lines must dial “1” first for Pastors’ Phone #)  
Emergency Line 715-410-4160 
 

REMINDER NOTE TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Please have your reports emailed or brought in to 
the Church Office by Wednesday, February 17 to 
be included for the Board Meeting on Monday, 
February 22 at 4:45 p.m. 

 

CIRCUIT 17 FORUM: 
The Circuit 17 Pastoral Conference meeting will be 
held on February 8 at St. John’s, Kellner and the 
Bible study and the topic for the meeting will be led 
by Trinity of Port Edwards.   

 CHANGE OF ADDRESS  

Please help us - if you have a change of 
address, please let us know by calling the 
Church office at 715-423-3260, or by mail to 
111 11th Street North, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
54494, or by email to the Church Secretary at 
mmertens@immanuelrapids.com.   
We pay for each newsletter that is returned 
for a change of address from the post office as 
they DO NOT FORWARD BULK MAIL.  
 We are moving towards emailing your 
newsletters to reduce our costs of printing & 
mailing and need your help by sending us 
your email addresses. We will still send out 
to those who do not have an email. Thank 
You!   
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“Joyful Response” 
Did you miss church this weekend and are 
wondering how the Lord will receive your Offering?  
Here’s how - through “Joyful Response”, an 
Electronic Funds Transfer program. Plus, you will 
still get a box of envelopes, to make extra 
offerings. If you are interested please see the 
Church Secretary or call and we will send you a 
form. Or you can go to our Website and give at: 

www.immanuelrapids.com.   Click 
on the “Giving” tab on our 
website. You can simply create 
an account and give!  Mobile 
giving--Scan the QR Code for 
the mobile version and give from 
your mobile device as well.  And 

we now have a new way to give called “Give by 
Texting”. To give just text 715-955-4686, enter a $ 
sign and the amount (i.e. $50) you wish to donate. 
You will receive a registration link. Click the link and 
enter your contact and payment information. 
Credit/Debit cards accepted. Click “Process.” After 
registration is complete, you will receive verification 
by text as well as a receipt via email. For future 
giving, simply send a text with the amount you wish 
to give and it will process automatically.   

 

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 

All Community Blood Drives will be held at Aspirus 
Riverview Hospital in the lower level conference 
rooms. No appointments are needed. In order to 
accommodate more donors, there will be six donor 
chairs available.  Please consider donating the gift 
of life to help the patients in our communities and 
greater central Wisconsin. February blood drives 
are Tuesday, February 16 from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. and Monday, February 22 from 2:00 p.m. - 
7:00 p.m.  

 
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Blood Pressure Screenings are being offered the 
2nd Sunday of every month by our 
members who are nurses.  Please stop 
by the narthex between services on 
Sunday, February 14th if you would like 
to have your blood pressure checked.  A 
special thank you to all of our nurses 
who help in such a worthwhile project 
for our members. 

 

Bake Sale 

The ladies of Evening Guild 
will have a Bake Sale 
between services on Sunday, 
February 14.  There will be 
Valentine cut-out cookies, 
pies, breads, cakes, etc.  
Stop down for a special Valentine treat to take 
home and enjoy for dinner and supper.  Guild 
members are encouraged to have their items to the 
church fellowship hall by 8 a.m.   

 

Evening Guild 
1 John 3:18 Dear children, let us not love with 
words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  

The ladies will meet on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 
at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  There will be a 
final vote on Charitable Gifts and a Bible study to 
follow.  Hostesses this month are Pauline 
Szelagowski and Julie Hiles.  The Health Kit Item to 
bring is sturdy wide tooth combs and toothbrushes.  
The monthly prayer is for the leaders of our country 
and our congregation. 

 

Casual Get-Together Lunch 
The Casual Get-Together Lunch will meet on 
Monday, February 22 at 11:30 a.m. at Perkins for 
those who have lost their spouses.  Invite friends 
and other members, who have lost their spouses to 
come and join us for a brief devotion and great time 
of fellowship and lunch.  If you have questions 
please call Lenora Fletcher at 715-423-7994. 

 

Ladies Aid  
The ladies will meet on Wednesday, February 24 at 
Sushi’s restaurant on 8th Street.  The hostess will 
be Leona Dhein with a meeting and social hour to 
follow the meal.  Please call Leona Dhein at 715-
421-4349 with any questions. 

 
Renaissance and Harmony House 

Pastor John will have a Bible Study/Chapel Service 
February 11 at Cranberry Court (Harmony House) 
(2 p.m.) and The Renaissance (2:45 p.m.).  If you 
or a family member is a resident at these places, 
we invite you to attend. 

 
 

http://www.immanuelrapids.com/


Immanuel Lutheran Church and School  
Vol. 91, No. 2                                                   Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin                                                      February, 2016 

 

LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Ash Wednesday, February 10 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m.  
Youth Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
February 17 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Guatemala Group Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
February 24 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Evening Guild Serving Lenten Meal – 5 pm 
March 2 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Immanuel School Parents Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 
p.m. 
March 9 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Guatemala Group Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
March 16 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Evening Guild Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m.  
Maundy Thursday, March 24 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Service 
Good Friday, March 25 – 1:00 & 6:00 p.m. Service 
Easter Sunday, March 27 – 6:30, 8:30, & 10:30 a.m.  

All services will have Holy Communion 
 
 
 

 

SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST THROUGH FOOD. 

We serve on the 3rd Saturday of the month.  We 
had our 10th distribution on January 16 and we 
served 211 people.  February 20th is our next 
distribution.   Immanuel along with the Boys & 
Girls Club sponsors this event located at 501 17th 
Street South, here in Wisconsin Rapids.  
Volunteers are always welcome.  Work begins 
at 7:00 a.m. and we are typically done by 12:30 
p.m.   If you can’t stay for the whole event, please 
come and help in the time period that you are able.  
Registration for our guests is from 8:00-10:00 
a.m. with the distribution starting at 9:00 a.m.  A 
donation of $20 is requested to help defray 
transportation costs.   We thank all of you who have 
helped for your service with this worthwhile event.  
If you would like to volunteer for the next Ruby’s 
distribution please call the office to sign up at 715-
423-3260.  

 

 

 
“Living Lent as People of the 

Resurrection” 
Ash Wednesday and 
the Lenten season 
will be upon us, 
beginning February 
10. The Wednesdays 
of Lent will focus on 

“Living Lent as 

People of the 

Resurrection”. We 

will follow Jesus’ steps to the cross and on to the 
empty tomb, watching for the signposts: Ponder, 
Purpose, People, Proclaim, Praise, Pain and 
Promise. Devotions for the 40 days of Lent will also 
be available.  The busyness of life sometimes takes 
us off track.  However, please consider how 
important this time will be for your life and spiritual 
walk and join us as you honor Him.  Services are at 
4:30 and 6:00 with a meal served between the 
services in the church fellowship hall.  The Youth 
will be serving on February 10 and a free will 
offering will be taken to help support the youth 
service events.     

 
  

Bethesda Thrift Shop:   
In February we begin our Clearance Sales. Feb. 1-
13  25% off all clothing and shoes; 50% off all 
Valentine items; Super Bowl 50 Sale –Feb. 6 50% 
off almost everything in the store;   Feb. 15-
25  50% off all clothing and shoes; Feb 26-27 50% 
off almost everything in the store;  $8.00 Bag Sale 
begins Feb. 29.  Tax Refunds?  Consider New 
furniture or mattresses from our store.  Also check 
out our furniture catalog for additional choices.  We 
thank you for your support.  This past year we took 
in $313,545.10 in sales (+12% over previous year) 
of which about 65% goes directly to help the 
physically and intellectually disabled folks service 
by Bethesda.  35% is needed for rent, utilities and 
supplies. The store is staffed entirely of volunteers 
(no payroll). Our 142 volunteers worked a total of 
16,592 hours to service our 36,015 customers and 
process 5,924 donations.  Since our opening in 
2004, the store has had $2,154,210.50 in 
sales.  Again, thanks to all of you for your support. 
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This Is The Feast 
Immanuel will once again be offering first 
communion instruction to those who are at least in 
the fifth grade and have not yet been instructed.  If 
you haven’t attended and are in the confirmation 
program in sixth, seventh or eighth you are also 
invited to come to the class.  The class will meet on 
Sundays after worship in the church fellowship hall 
from noon – 1:30 p.m. beginning February 14 and 
ending March 13.  Your child will then receive their 

first communion on Maundy 
Thursday, March 24.  Parents and 
child are encouraged to attend 
this together.  Please contact the 
church office to sign up for the 
classes and also let us know if 
you will need childcare.     

 

 
Address Updates for  

College, Technical or Military Bound 
Please contact the Church Office 
if you are going to college, 
technical school, or into the 
military and what your current 
address will be so our church 
records can be updated.  We’ll 
need your name, school you’re 

attending, address where you’ll receive mail or if 
military your mailing address.  Please send your 
email address also and we’ll include it in your 
profile.  If you have finished school and have 
relocated please let us know your current address, 
email, and what your occupation is so we can 
update our files.  Send to Immanuel Lutheran 
Church Office, 111 11th Street North, Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI 54494, call 715-423-3260, or email at 
mmerten@immanuelrapids.com     
 

2016 Offering Envelopes 
The 2016 Offering Envelopes are 
available in the church fellowship hall 
and are in alphabetical order (and 
those who contribute by Joyful 
Response, your labels are highlighted in yellow). 
They will be at the church until the 15th of the month 
and will then be at the church office.  If you cannot 
find your offering envelopes please let the church 
office know and a box will be made up for you.   

  

Contribution Statements 
The 2015 Contribution statements will be available 
in the narthex of the church until February 1 and 
will be in Church office after that.  If you have any 
questions, please call the office and the financial 
secretary will contact you.    

 
 

  A-MEN Group Events 
On February 24th the A-MEN group will discover the 
history of the Iola Car Show at St. Paul’s, Amherst. 
There will be more information upcoming in the 
announcements.  
 

 

LADIES QUILTERS 
The quilters are in need of clean 
material to be used as liners or batting.  
Examples: mattress pads, blankets, 
quilt batting, or non-working electric 
blankets.  (They will remove the wires.)  
Right now they have enough sheets 
and fabric remnants.  Since 1994, the quilters have 
made over 7,000 quilts.  Last year from September, 
2014 to May, 2015 they made 112. (Earlier totals 
are not available.)  More volunteers are needed if 
the quilters are to continue this worth while project 
of making quilts for those in need.  The ladies meet 
Tuesdays from 8:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Any help is 
appreciated, even if you can only come one or two 
times a month.  (You only need to know how to tie 
a knot.)  Or you can help by making tops/backs at 
home.   Directions:  
Recommended fabric: cotton, cotton blends, twill, 
corduroy, fleece, and bamboo.   
Seam allowance: ½ inch or more.   
Finished size: 62 x 82.  The tops/backs can be 
made from whole pieces of fabric or any type of 
patchwork pattern of smaller pieces.  
Examples: twelve 21-inch squares; forty-eight 11-
inch squares; or use rectangles and make your own 
design.  Make sure there are no stains or holes in 
the fabric. Material is available for making these.  
Contact the quilters.  Knit or crocheted lap blankets 
can be made also (approximate size 40 x 55 with 
washable yarn only).Pillow cases are made into 
dresses. Fabric scraps are stuffed into cloth bags.  
These are donated to the Humane Society to be 
used as animal pillows.  

mailto:mmerten@immanuelrapids.com
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Lutheran Hour Ministry 
The Lutheran Hour will be on the following radio 
stations on Sunday: WAXX 104.5 FM at 6:30 a.m.; 
WDLB 1450 AM, WDUX 92.7 FM, WDUX 800 AM 
are all at 8 a.m.; WSAU 99.9 FM at 8:30 a.m.; 
WCWI 106.1 FM & KAWZ 88.7 FM at 9 a.m.; 
WRVM 91.3 FM & WRVM 101.3 FM at 10 a.m. 
February 7  "It's Best to Be with Jesus " 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Life is not a do-it-yourself project. To live life to its 
fullest, we need Jesus.  (Luke 9:28-36) 
February 14  "Call on Him " 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved. Everyone? Yes!  (Romans 10:11-13 ) 
February 21  "Body and Soul Salvation " 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
In Christ, we have a "Body and Soul" Savior for 
"Jekyll and Hyde" sinners.  (Philippians 3:17-4:1)   
February 28  "Follow Him " 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. 
Ken Klaus.  Is your life is headed in the wrong 
direction? Jesus says, "Follow Me!"  (Matthew 9:9)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 4th, 1956 an event occurred that was 
musically historic beyond comprehension.       A 
jam session started at Sam Phillips’ Sun Studio’s 
that featured Carl Perkins, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee 
Lewis and Elvis Presley! The following day, an 
article, written by Bob Johnson about the session, 
was published in the Memphis Press-Scimitar 
under the title “Million Dollar Quartet”. The article 
contained the now famous photograph of Presley 
seated at the piano surrounded by Lewis, Perkins 
and Cash. “A Night to Remember” tributes and 
features the legendary Sun Records recording 
artist’s music live and although Johnny Cash was 
not heard from on the original night it will feature his 
songs that he actually recorded at the Sun Studio 
[there] and that the public has come to know and 
love; along with Carl Perkins, Jerry Lee Lewis and 
Elvis Presley. The audience will get the feeling 
they’re a witness to a rock and roll royalty jam 
session with the music and talent that has stood the 

test of time… 90 minutes of rockabilly, country, 
gospel and pure 1950’s rock and roll. They will be 
performing on February 5, 2016 and tickets are 
$36.00. For more information or performance times, 
please call 715-424-2787 or go to 
www.savorthearts.org.   

 

 

 

 

WRCT February Schedule 
February 11, 12 & 14, 2016 – “The Gin Game” 
starts at 7:00 p.m. (2:00 p.m. matinee) – Tickets 
are $15.00. 
February 18, 18 & 21, 2016 – “Love, Loss, & What I 
Wore” starts at 7:00 p.m. (2:00 p.m. matinee) – 
Tickets are $15.00. 
For more information go to www.wrctheatre.org or 
call the office at 715-421-0435. Office hours are 
Tuesday – Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

Camp Luther News 
Junior Counselors are integral parts of the ministry 
of Camp Luther each summer.  JC's assist 
counselors with nearly every aspect of the summer 
camp program.  They also work hard to keep Camp 
Luther clean and polished for our many guests. 
Applicants must currently be a high school 
sophomore, junior or senior.  If you would like to 
apply to be a Junior Counselor, please go the 
website at www.campluther.com, and then go to 
the Get Involved tab to download the application.  
You will need the application, information sheet, 
and recommendation forms to complete the 
application process. The documents are in Adobe 
PDF format. Simply click and then print from your 
browser. Please contact our office if you have any 
questions at 877.264.CAMP or 715.546.3647.   

JC application deadline is February 26! 

 

 

 

http://www.savorthearts.org/
http://www.campluther.com/
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Sharing the Love of  Jesus in Kindergarten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Help us share 

the Love of Jesus!! 

                               Love Mrs. Benson and her K5 class!! 

“I can share the love 
of Jesus by telling the 
story.       Olivia – Age 5 
 

“By taking a hug, I can share his love.”  
                Garrett, Age 5 
 

“I can share the love of Jesus 
doing what he asks me to do.”  
    Adelyn, Age 5 
 

“By loving him, 
I am sharing the 
love of Jesus.” 
Kandice, Age 5 

“I can share 
the love of 
Jesus by 
giving hugs.” 
   Trisha, Age 5 
 

“I can share the love of Jesus by 
loving Jesus every time even when 
we do something bad.” 
 
        Maddison, Age 6 

“By praising, I 
share the love 
of Jesus.” 
Noah, Age 5 

“To share Jesus love I can tell 
other people.”          Aurora, Age 6 
 

“I can share the love of Jesus by sharing.”  
                 Alex, Age 5 
 

“By praying I can share the love of 
Jesus.”            Ethan, Age 
5  

“To share the love of 
Jesus I can tell people 
about loving God.”                    

Bennett, Age 6 
 

“I can share the love 
of Jesus by telling 
others about him.”  
            Ellie, Age 5 
 

“I can share the 
love of Jesus by 
giving him a 
present.”  
        Chase, Age 6 
 

“By sharing the “twister” 
game, I can share the love 
of Jesus.”  
        Maksym, Age 6 
 

“I can share the 
love of Jesus by 
listening.”     
Jacob, Age 5 
 

“I can share the love of Jesus 
by having him in my heart.” 
   Angel, Age 5 
 

“I can share the love 
of Jesus by praying.”  
       Shawn, Age 5 
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JANUARY, 2016 

 

IN  
SYMPATHY  

Robert Bittner – December 16, 2015 

Rollie Lieber – December 20, 2015 

LaVerne “Jimme” Garnett – December 22, 2015 
Junette Pruss – December 24, 2015 
Ann Bengert – December 24, 2015 

Orrin Ninneman – December 29, 2015 
Ellen Langton – January 7, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

IMMANUEL VOICE MAIL SYSTEM - PLEASE SAVE & PLACE BY YOUR PHONE, you may press any of 
these extensions to leave a message. Church Office 715-423-3260 and School Office 715-423-0272 

OFFICE  TELEPHONE  DIRECTORY 
 

10 – Church Secretary (Marlene Mertens) 29 – Library (Cara Lee) 

11 – Senior Pastor (Pastor John Grohs) 31 – 2
nd

 Grade (Sharon Dykstra) 

12 – DCE (Tara Barrett) 32 – 6
th

 Grade (Melody Czarapata) 

14 -  Principal (Brian Betts) 33 – 1
st

 Grade (Jennifer Wegner)  

15 - School Secretary (Sue Zolnik)   34 – Art Room (Ruth Macomber) 

16 -  Weight Room (Gymnasium) 35 – 7
th

 Grade (Ted Voelker) 

17-   Bookkeeper (Cathy Muraski) 36 – 8
th

 Grade (Lynnette Hansen) 

20 – 4K (Dian Schlichtmann) 37 – Computer Lab 

21  - 5K (Rachel Benson) 38 – 5
th

 Grade (Cortney Hahn) 

23 – Kitchen 39 – Admissions Counselor (Susan Cour) 

24  - Scrip Office  40 – Music Room  (Dian Schlichtmann) 

25 –  43 – 4
th

 Grade (Cara Lee) 

27 –  Cougar Kids - Before & After Child Care 44 – 3
rd

 Grade (Karen Trench) 

28 – Learning Center  
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FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
GEORGE CZLAPINSKI 2/1 

DARLENE FOGARTY 2/1 

GORDON HOFER 2/1 

SHELBY KRUG 2/1 

STEPHANIE PIERCE 2/1 

NORMAN SERING 2/1 

CHRISTOPHER BECKER 2/2 

SUSAN TENPAS 2/2 

HEATHER GILLETT 2/3 

DONNA HANNEMAN 2/3 

CHARLES KARNATZ 2/3 

NOAH SICARD 2/3 

DALE BEHREND 2/4 

JESIRAE HEUER 2/4 

SEAN MACPHERSON 2/4 

MABEL MILLER 2/4 

RYLAN OERTEL 2/4 

LOIS RUCKS 2/4 

AMANDA SCHROEDER 2/4 

GABRIELLE TRICKLE 2/5 

ANDREW WALTERS 2/5 

STACY BROCK 2/6 

NANCY RAMKER 2/6 

BENJAMIN SISCO 2/6 

NANCY STARR 2/6 

MARGUERITE BERG 2/7 

SCOTT BOELLAARD 2/7 

LILA LIEBER 2/7 

MARLENE MERTENS 2/7 

DARLENE SERING 2/7 

KIARA KIWAK 2/8 

ADELYN NASH 2/8 

JACOB NINNEMAN 2/9 

RONALD BUSHMAN 2/10 

AVA FETTERER 2/10 

RICK KEHRBERG 2/10 

JAY BREMMER 2/12 

MICHAEL CARLSON 2/12 

MATTHEW HOFER 2/12 

ROBERT KAWALSKE 2/12 

TYLER KNORR 2/12 

ALEXANDER MACOMBER 2/12 

JACOB MANCL 2/12 

JILL MORMAN 2/12 

MARY SHEARIER 2/12 

BRADLEY BEHREND 2/13 

DANIEL FINK 2/13 

KENNEDY MCDONALD 2/13 

ELLIS MUNRO 2/13 

LILLY REETZ 2/13 

ZAYDEN DILLMAN 2/14 

LUCAS MCDONALD 2/14 

CHRISTOPHER NASH 2/14 

CODY SARVER 2/14 

ROBERT THOMPSON 2/14 

BENJAMIN TILBERG 2/14 

REID TILBERG 2/14 

MADISON BABCOCK 2/15 

SELENA BRAAKSMA 2/15 

JUSTIN DAHL 2/15 

AIDEN EISBERNER 2/15 

ALICIA HANKINS 2/15 

HOWARD HEINRICH 2/15 

SCOTT LIEBER 2/15 

WANDA SAEGER 2/15 

DEBRA DAVIS 2/16 

LINCOLN MANNING 2/16 

BRIAN TRAUTSCHOLD 2/16 

JEFFREY KINGSLEY 2/17 

AMIE PAVLOSKI 2/17 

KAREN PISULA 2/17 

ADALAY WALTERS 2/17 

RICHARD WOOD 2/17 

KARLEE GOETZ 2/18 

WAYNE HAEFNER 2/18 

ALEX KUNDERT 2/18 

BREANNA EMERY 2/19 

STEVEN JANZ 2/19 

JEFFREY MCMILLER 2/19 

SHAYNE ROGERS 2/19 

DAVID FRATER 2/20 

CARISSA GROHS 2/20 

HEIDI GROSS 2/20 

BRIAN HANSON 2/20 

MICHELLE HARTJES 2/20 

L. SUE HAUGH 2/20 

KYLIE JENSEN 2/20 

ANDREW KOCH 2/20 

RICHARD NEUMANN 2/20 

CHRISTOPHER PEARLMAN 2/20 

CHERYL SHEPARD 2/20 

JEFFREY BUBOLZ 2/21 

JUSTIN FOTA 2/21 

DREW HEINRICH 2/23 

SAMANTHA MURASKI 2/23 

ANISSA WILLS 2/23 

LYN ANDREASEN 2/24 

LINDA ENGELBRIGHT 2/24 

JUSTIN FINK 2/24 

GAVIN GLAMAN 2/24 

DERRICK MROZINSKI 2/24 

HAILEY WILHORN 2/24 

LEONA DHEIN 2/25 

LORI FREDRICK 2/25 

KIM CRABB 2/26 

ANDREW MURASKI 2/26 

CARRIE NELSON 2/26 

DAVID REZIN 2/26 

JASON SICARD 2/26 

RANDAL LECHNER 2/27 

MADELYNN STAHL 2/27 

DENNIS WERNER 2/27 

ETHAN WILHORN 2/27 

MAXINE BATES 2/28 

LAURA JACKAN 2/28 

JEANNE MAHONEY 2/28 

KATHERINE MERRIMAN 2/28 

SUSAN MILLER 2/28 

PHILIP MOLEPSKE 2/28 

PATRICIA OLIGNEY 2/28 

MARVIN ROHM 2/28 

DAVID SCHWERZEL 2/28 

MEGAN WILHORN 2/28 
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       Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

6pmStitch n’Study BS    
 

2 
Ground Hog Day 
8:30am Quilting-CF   
9am BibleStudy-LC                      
6:00pm Congregational  
6:30pm Bible Study-CR 

 

3 Usher Team B 

HB – Donna Hanneman 
8:50am Chapel-KH 
3pm  8

th
grConfirmClass-LC               

3:30pm6&7
th
grConfirmClas  

4:30-6pm LiFT Bible Study                               
6pm Evening Worship 
7pmChoirReh-ChoirRm 

4 
6:30amBreakfastBible        
Study@FourStarRest.           

5   
 

6 
 

7 Usher Teams C, D 

HB – Marlene Mertens 
7:30amBibleStudy-CF                                       
8:45am Morning Worship/HC                 
10amPrayerGroup-Church         
10:30amNurseryStaffed                
10:30am Prayer/Praise 

8 
4pmElder’sMtg-CR  
6:30pmMin/Day Sch-CR   
Circuit 17 Meeting – at       
St. John’s, Kellner  
 
 
 
 

9 
8:30am Quilting-CF   
9am BibleStudy-LC                      
6:00pm Congregational  
6:30pm Bible Study-CR 
7pm  Evening Guild -CF 

10 Ash Wednesday 

Usher Team E,A 
9am Chapel-Church           
4:30pmAshWed/HC           
5pmLentenMeal-CF            
6pmAshWed/HC                
7pmChoirReh-ChoirRm  

11 

6:30amBreakfastBible        
Study@FourStarRest.   
9-11am MOPS-LC 
2pmCranberryCourt Chapel 
2:45pmRenaissanceChapel   

12 
FEB. NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE     
 

13 
 

14 Usher Teams B, C 

Valentine’s Day 
7:30amBibleStudy-CF                                       
8:45am Morn Worship 
Blood Pressure Screening                   
10amPrayerGroup-Church                                                
10:30amNurseryStaffed               
10:30am Prayer/Praise/HC 

15   
President’s Day 
6pmStitch n’Study BS    

16 
8:30am Quilting-CF   
9am Bible Study-LC                      
6:30pm Bible Study-CR 
 

17 Usher Team D, E 

8:50am Chapel-KH  
4:30pmLentenWorsh/HC   
4:30-5:30pm LiFTBibleStdy                               
5pmLentenMeal-CF                     
6pmLentenWorsh/HC       
7pmChoirReh-ChoirRm 
BOD REPORTS DUE   
 

18 
6:30amBreakfastBible        
Study@FourStarRest.           

19 
 
 
 
 

20 
8am–10amRuby’s 
Pantry  Food Distribution 
at the Boys & Girls Club, 
Wis. Rapids 
 

21 Usher Teams A, B 

7:30amBibleStudy-CF                                       
8:45am Morning Worship/HC                
10amPrayerGroup-Church         
10:30amNurseryStaffed                
10:30am Prayer/Praise 
6-8pm NYG Meeting-KH 

22 
11:30amCasual Get-   
Together Lunch@ 
Perkins Restaurant  
4:45pmBrdOfDirMtg-CR  

 
 

23 
8:30am Quilting-CF    
9am BibleStudy-LC                      
4-8pmCulver’sNight             
6:30pm Bible Study-CR 
 

24Usher Team C, D 

8:50am Chapel-KH 
11:30amLadiesAidMtg@    
Olympic II Restaurant            
3pm  8

th
grConfirmClass-LC               

3:30pm6&7
th
grConfirmClas  

4:30pmLentenWorsh/HC   
4:30-5:30pm LiFTBibleStdy                               
5pmLentenMeal-CF                     
6pmLentenWorsh/HC       
7pmChoirReh-ChoirRm 
 

25  

6:30amBreakfastBible        
Study@FourStarRest.   
9-11am MOPS-LC         
 
 

26 

 

27 
 

28 Usher Teams E, A 

7:30amBibleStudy-CF                                       
8:45am Morn Worship 
10amPrayerGroup-Church                                                
10:30amNurseryOpen                
10:30am Prayer/Praise/HC  
5-7pm Youth Night-Bowlmor 
Lanes      

 

29 
 

 
 
 

 

    

       
 


