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August 2017 

 

 

Greetings Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

2 Sam 22:29 For you are my lamp, O Lord, and my God lightens my darkness! 

     It is August and we are all in different places, going in different directions. Some are going on vacation and 

some have returned from vacation. Some are getting ready for school and others have already done that. Some 

are in school and others have exchanged school for the workplace. Some are getting ready to start a new 

career and others are getting ready to finish a career. Hummm…. Where are you?  

 

     One of our congregational memory verses for August is 2 Samuel 22: 29 “For You are my lamp, O LORD, 

and my God lightens my darkness! This verse mirrors Psalm 119: 105 reminding us no matter where you have 

been or where you are going, God provides the light. His Word is the light that we need to accomplish His 

tasks. That’s right, it is God’s tasks that we are about, whether we are coming or going. In the busyness of our 

lives, we can forget that we are coming and going for God. Our focus is knocked off center. “Thy Word is a 

lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” I believe this is true whether we are going to IGA, Wal-Mart, 

Rogers Movie Theater or moving to a whole new life.  

 

     Most of you are aware that I am retiring and moving to a whole new place and set of circumstances. Barb 

and I are looking forward to what God has in mind for us in the days, weeks, months, and years ahead. It 

doesn’t go without saying, that our time here has been blessed. We have enjoyed our time here and will be 

slowly saying goodbye in the months ahead. We are excited for Immanuel as God has great plans ahead in 

ministry through our church. You are those people who will impact the people of this town—you can and will 

make a difference as you bring Jesus to them. For some it will be their first time they hear about the saving 

grace of Jesus, for others, it will it may be exactly what they need to hear to really receive Jesus as Lord and 

Savior—in either case, God is lighting the path for you, even as He is doing the same for me.   

 

     For today, I’ll leave you with a favorite prayer of mine: “Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of 

which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untraveled, through perils not yet known. Give us faith to go out 

with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love is supporting 

us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

I’ll be back after Labor Day and look forward to these last few months.  

In the name of Jesus, 

 

 

John K Grohs 

Senior Pastor  
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It’s August. Not October. I know. But I’m excited. This year marks the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation. That’s a big deal. Why? Because it’s still all about Jesus. 

Okay, okay, I stole that last line from the Synod’s 2017 theme. But it’s true. The Reformation matters 

because it’s all about Jesus. And today, that’s more important than ever. Five hundred years later, it’s more than 

just Roman Catholicism and a reformation movement; there are well over 2000 denominations worldwide and a 

myriad of new “non-denominational” churches (which are really mini-denominations). And while we can rejoice 

that we trust in the same Jesus and unify under him as our Lord, there are many important differences between 

the teachings of us as Lutherans and other types of Christians. There are differences that don’t necessarily 

mean that they are “outside the faith,” but that are serious enough to differentiate ourselves. That means 

making sure that we’re getting the faith of the apostles right is just as crucial today as it was in the 1500s. 

Sure, in today’s day and age that may be a “harsh” stance, but we take it because nothing is more 

important than getting the truth right as Jesus and the Scriptures teach it. We could rightly be labeled as 

“arrogant” in claiming that our way is the right way of being Christian, but we also claim the foundation of 

Jesus and the Scriptures. As long as we claim that and we’re willing to be persuaded based only upon that 

foundation, we can (even arrogantly, but lovingly) proclaim what we believe boldly.  

We believe that Jesus is Lord. That’s the very core of Christianity. But not only is he Lord, but he is your 

Lord (that’s where it becomes good news!). That means he determines what being a Christian means--not 

Luther, not Calvin, not a Pope, not Pastor Jonathan. Lutheranism is not a “spin” on Christianity, but simply a 

right way of being Christian. Lutheranism came about because the church at the time was getting some serious 

things wrong about Jesus, and Lutheranism was a movement to correct those wrongs on the basis of Jesus and 

his Word. That doesn’t mean we’ve answered all the questions, nor have we asked all the questions that other 

churches have tried to answer since then. But our job is to learn the truth, stand by it, and work with other 

Christians to come to greater understanding about Jesus and his Word. 

 So, my challenge to you this “Reformation 500” year is to dig into the Scriptures, and especially what it 

means to be a Lutheran as a “right” way of being a Christian. I love being Lutheran. Lutheranism is on the rise 

and a rapidly growing movement worldwide. If you haven’t dug into what being Lutheran is about or if it’s 

been a while since confirmation, I want to invite you to check out our Fit for Life class this Fall. In it, we talk 

about how our Lord, Jesus, makes us fit for life in his creation and new creation and what Lutheranism is all 

about.  

We have two, free offerings: A 6-week course Saturday mornings from 8:30-10:30 at Blu Play Cafe 

(starting September 9th) and a 10-week course Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:30 at Immanuel Lutheran 

School (starting September 7th). Kids can be admitted to the playground at Blu Play for $24 each, which 

covers all 6 weeks (play scholarships are available upon request to Immanuel). Check out Immanuel’s facebook 

page for each of the classes’ events. I can’t wait to see you there! 

 

Pastor Jonathan 
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Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Summer is already half over as I write this letter, and it’s crazy how much has already happened.  My resilient 

daughter and I have participated in two mission trips and four days of camping at LiFest.  Next up is VBS (and if 

you opened this right away you still have time to join us July 30-Aug 3)!!  It seems everyone is surprised by how 

quickly summer has gone.  You’d think that with each day lasting approximately the same amount of time we’d 

have a better handle on these things.  :)  

 

We all tend to fall victim to being so busy with details that the things that we love and value most keep getting 

pushed farther down on the priority list.  I am incredibly encouraged by the families who chose to make service 

a priority by participating in our trips this summer.  It was especially encouraging to see families serving 

together!   

 

Service helps our children to think beyond themselves and their own needs.  When children start to reach out 

and help others, their world grows and so does their confidence.  We all know that kids learn by example, this 

is especially true when it comes to seeking out opportunities to serve others.  It’s great for our children to hear 

about love and service through family devotions and conversations, and when we come together on Sunday 

mornings, but it’s even more effective when we take the opportunity to put those words into action together!  

1 John 3:18 says” Let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.   

 

The families that traveled to Duluth this summer to serve were all inspired to take action!  The projects that we 

helped with during those four days were all things that we can easily do around Wisconsin Rapids.  We 

realized, though, that without making a commitment and setting aside time (as we did by registering and 

traveling) we wouldn’t be nearly as motivated to seek out these opportunities.  We made a commitment then, 

and there, to seek out these opportunities when we returned home, and to invite YOU to join us!  We are 

working on plans for a Saturday of Service in Mid to Late August and we pray that you will join us!  

 

 We see many times throughout scripture where God insists that we serve others.  He isn’t giving us these 

instructions to add one more thing onto our full plates, but because God created us, and He knows how we 

best operate!  There are so many benefits to serving others, especially for your children!  Through service, we 

learn to be patient and to respect others.  We often gain satisfaction from helping others and we learn to be 

helpful and kind as well as how to get along with and relate to others.  Service also helps to create new talents 

and many times helps to develop leadership skills.  We learn to better understand people from different 

backgrounds and lifestyles.  All of these benefits not only help to enrich our lives individually, but they help us 

to grow as the Body of Christ, and to effectively share God’s love with those around us! 

 

I am incredibly thankful for the many faithful servants in our Immanuel family, and I look forward to more 

opportunities to serve with you! 

 

In His Service,  

 

Tara Barrett, DCE 
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Board of Directors Meeting – June 26, 2017 

 
Jeff Conradt called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 
Pastor John opened the meeting with devotion and prayer. 
 
Consent Approvals: there were no questions or corrections of last month’s minutes, Ministry Reports, Staff Reports, and 
Official Acts. Consent approvals will be passed with one motion and vote. 
 

Pastor John made the motion, seconded by Brian Hanson to add Ryan Gumz to Affirmation of Faith. 
 
Pastor John made the motion, seconded by Brian Hanson to approve last month’s minutes, reports and official 
acts (consent approvals). Motion carried. 

 
 
The board reviewed the financial review report provided by Jon Lee. 
 
 
Old Business 
Facility Improvements: open forum meetings will be scheduled in July to inform the congregation on where we are with 
facility improvements and our current options. 
 
Staffing committee will meet July 11 and August 8 
 
Craig Timm house: the BOD discussed and agreed to continue conversations with Timm. 
 
New Business 
Installment of Officers: July 16 
 
The BOD reviewed an updated Church Worker Scholarship Application for undergraduate and seminary students of 
Immanuel’s congregation pursuing higher education at one of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Universities or 
seminaries with the goal of full-time professional church work. 
Motion made by Brian Hanson, seconded by Pastor John to approve the application with the discussed changes. Motion 
carried. 
 
Pastor John suggested the Board read “Joining Jesus on the Mission” 
 
Motion made by Tim Sullivan, second by Brian Hanson to have Pastor Jonathan serve as the pastoral vote on the Board 
starting in August. Pastor John will be able to serve in a supporting role as needed. 
 
Motion made by Brian Hanson seconded by Reg Chamberlin to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 
Members Present: Jeff Conradt, Brian Hanson, Pastor John, Caitlin Shuda, Tim Sullivan, Reg Chamberlin 
Guests: Brian Betts, Pastor Jonathan 
 
Members Absent: Rebekah Drewiske, Jon Lee 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Caitlin Shuda, Recording Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Immanuel Lutheran Church and School  
Vol. 92, No. 8                                                Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin                                                  August, 2017 

Immanuel Lutheran School 
                                                August 2017 

 

2017-2018 School Year 

Immanuel Lutheran School will be 
starting the 134th year on September 
5.  Registration day/Open House for 
parents is scheduled for August 29 to 
fill out forms and pick up the materials 

needed for the upcoming school year.  Parents 
please look for a letter in August to have more 
information on registration day.     
 

School Cleaning Days 
The school is looking for volunteers to come and 
help do some cleaning and other small projects as 
we prepare for the upcoming school year.  August 
16 from 1:00-5:00 and August 17 from 3:00-7:00 
are the scheduled dates and times.  Come for all or 
part of the time to help clean.   
 

School Choice Update 
Immanuel Lutheran School is in the 4th year of the 
Wisconsin Parental Choice Program.  Last year 
Immanuel had 23 students in the program and for 
the 2017-1028 school year we will have 43 
students.  This is a great opportunity to further the 
mission of Immanuel by bringing more people to 
Jesus.  Thanks for your support Immanuel to share 
the gospel message.   
 

Golf Fore Kicks-Update 
On June 17 at Bulls Eye Country Club there were 
80 golfers who participated in the 11th annual golf 
event generating a profit of $8,000 to support 
student scholarships, student activities, and 
technology at the school. Special thanks to all the 
sponsors to make this a successful event. Thanks 
to Dave Kersten, Susan Zolnik, Cathy Muraski, and 
Dian Schlichtmann for your help organizing this 
event. Thanks for supporting Immanuel Lutheran 
School.  

 
 

Still accepting students for 2017-
2018 School Year 
Immanuel is also looking for any families to have 
the opportunity for Christian Education.  If you know 
of a family in our community that could benefit by a 
Christian Education please guide them to the 
Website at www.immanuelrapids.com or call the 
school office and provide a name and phone 
number contact so we may provide them with the 
information about the benefits of Immanuel.  
Immanuel has a dedicated staff that can provide a 
strong academic foundation and character 
development in a Christian learning environment.  
Immanuel has also restructured the community 
tuition fees to make it more affordable for the 
families in our community.  Please share this 
information with others in our community.   
 

 
Thrivent Choice Dollars-Have You 
Used Them? 
All Thrivent members can help out Immanuel 
Lutheran Church and School by electing to use 
your Thrivent Choice Dollars to the school.  This 
will help the school and will cost you nothing.  This 
is a benefit of being a Thrivent member which can 
help the school with our third source funding.  YOU 
MUST ELECT to spend your dollars every year.  
What do you need to do?  To designate your 
Choice Dollars you can: 
1-Go to the website: 
https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/index.html 
2-Call 1-800-847-4836 
3-Contact your local Thrivent Financial 
representative 
Thanks for your support. 
 
Special Thanks to the following people who recently gave 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to Immanuel Lutheran School     
Nell Slinkman, Bonnie Weiss, Charles Weiss, and Rick 
Zabel 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.immanuelrapids.com/
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Regular Office Hours 
The Church/School Summer office hours are from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with scrip available from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Regular Office hours will resume 
on August 28.     

For any emergency needs: 
Please call the Pastors’ emergency number. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETTER 
Have something you would like to share with the 
congregation? Please have your items of interest 
for the newsletter emailed or brought in to the 
church office by the 15th of the month.  Thank you.  

 

IMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP 
The Immanuel Prayer Group meets every Sunday 

from 10 – 10:20 a.m. in front of the 
church. Come join us as we pray for 
our church, our community, our 

country, and your special needs.  Come and go as 
you are able! God CAN do immeasurable more 
than all we can ask or imagine!   Ephesians 3:20. 

 

INSTALLATION SERVICE 
Rev. Michael Hanson will be installed as Associate 
Pastor at Pilgrim Lutheran Church and School in 
Green Bay, WI on Sunday, August 20, 2017. Pastor 
Michael is an Immanuel alumnus, and has served 
as Associate Pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church and 
School in Jackson, MI since his ordination in 2010. 
The service will begin at 4pm and any interested 
members are invited to attend. 
 

Regular Office Hours 
The regular office hours of 8:00 am to 
4:30 pm for the Church and School 
Offices will resume on August 28th.  
And Scrip will then be available from 
8:15 am to 4:15 pm. 

 

“Support the Mission” 
How to support the mission of our church and school: 

1) Bring your offering and place it in the offering 
plates on Sunday.  

2) Use Joyful Response which helps you give 
directly from your checking or savings accounts 
as that debit occurs on the day or days of your 
choice. Please stop by the office to pick up a 
form.  

3) Go to our website (using the QR 
code on the right or by going to 
https://goo.gl/4OGLO0 and follow 
the instructions.   

4) You also “Give by Text”. Text $ 
and number (i.e. $50, $100) to 
715-955-4686 and follow the instructions. 

5) Designate your “choice dollars” from Thrivent. 
You need to designate this on an annual basis. 
Contact your Thrivent representative to learn 
how. 

6) Talk to us about “legacy giving” and how your 
financial support can continue to support our 
ministry after your life here on earth.       
                                   

REFORMATION 
This logo takes many 
elements from Luther’s 
seal, which is the most 
easily recognized symbol 
for Lutheranism. It was 
common in Luther’s day 

for people to create a seal or coat of arms for their 
families, and that seal told the world what the family 
cared about or did for a living. It’s no surprise, then, 
that Luther’s seal was all about Jesus! 
At the center of Luther’s seal, and at the center of 
the Reformation 2017 logo, is a red heart in the 
middle of a white rose. (The heart and rose 
together are commonly referred to as Luther’s 
rose.) As Luther explained in one of his writings, 
“The heart in the middle of white rose shows that 
faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. It immediately 
sets [the believer] into the midst of a white, joyful 
rose, not like the peace and joy the world offers. 
That is why the rose should be white, not red. 
White is the color of the spirits and all angels.” 
At the center of that rose is Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified. Jesus is the center and Rock of our faith. 
He has been since He came to Earth in the flesh, 
and He still is today. The word “still” bears witness 
to the ever and ongoing relevance of this one, 
saving truth for sinners. 

                       RECENT CHANGES?                              
If you have had an address or phone number 
change recently, please let us know and we will 
update our records. 

                                                            
Here’s how to contact us.  

Call: 715-423-3260 
Mail: 111 11

th
 St. N, Wis. Rapids, WI  54494 

Email: mmertens@immanuelrapids.com  

mailto:mmertens@immanuelrapids.com
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SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST THROUGH FOOD. 

Serving on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the 
Boys & Girls Club, 501 17th St. South, here in 
Wisconsin Rapids.  The next distribution will be on 
Saturday, August 19th.  Registration is from 8:00 
- 10:00 am. Distribution starts at 9:00. (Don’t want 
to wait in the long line….we are now offering online 
registration. Just go to www.rubyspantry.org to 
register for a specific time and you can come get 
your share with no waiting.)  

Ruby’s Pantry is open to anyone who eats… and 
we ask for a $20 donation to offset the cost of 
transportation, materials, and supplies needed for 

the distribution. Volunteers are needed and 
always welcome.  If you would like to volunteer 

for the next Ruby’s distribution please call the 
church office 715-423-3260 or just come to the next 
distribution.  Work begins around 7:00 am and we 
are typically done between 11:30 - 12:30.   If you 
can’t stay for the whole event, please come and 
help in the time period that you are able.  We would 
like to thank everyone who helps make Ruby’s 
such a success. Without your hard work and 
dedication this wouldn’t be possible!  Immanuel 
Lutheran Church along with The Boys & Girls Club 
sponsors this event. 

 
 

PROJECT COMPASSION  
Before the busy routines of September arrive, 
please put Tuesday, August 22nd on your summer 
calendar. We will meet as usual in the conference 
room, at 11:30 am.  Thank you for the visiting you 
have done so faithfully. It was fun to see the 
enjoyment our homebound members got from the 
special gifts made by Pauline Szelagowski & her 
group...& we got the thanks.  One of our Project 
Compassion visitors is now in need of visitors 
herself as she is at Edgewater Haven & will 
probably remain there. Sheila Boellaard visited 
Rosemary Albert & couldn't have done more had 
she been a daughter. Deb Jensen will visit 
Rosemary now & perhaps her daughter Haley will 
assist her. Finally we'll have a young person joining 
us.  Encourage more, young & old to join us in 
serving on Project Compassion.  Again I thank you, 
& ask that you come with a report of your recent 
visit to share.  Serving together, Nancy Starr 
 

CONGREGATIONAL 

RAFTERS GAME 
All Immanuel families and 
friends are invited to get 
together at the Ball Park on 
Saturday, August 12th for 

some summer fun!  Your $12 ticket (available in the 
church office) will gain you a seat at the game, a 
free Rafters Baseball Cap, a free hot-dog, and a 
free soda that can be refilled as often as you'd 
like.  Game starts at 6:05 pm.  Mark your 
calendars, invite your friends and plan to join us! 
Check out the flyer included with this newsletter!   
 

College/Tech or Military Bound 
Address Updates: Heading off to College this fall? 

Or maybe you’ve decided to join 
the military? We would love to 
have your new address.  Please 
contact the Church Office and 
let us know what your new 
address will be so our church 
records can be updated.   
Here’s what we will need: Your 

name, School you’re attending, Address where 
you’ll receive mail or if military - your mailing 
address.  We would also like your email address so 
we can include it in your profile.   
Maybe you’ve finished school and you have 
relocated? Please let us know your current 
address, email, and your occupation and so we can 
update our files.   
Here’s how to contact us.  
By mail to: Immanuel Lutheran Church Office, 111 
11th Street North, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494.  
By phone: 715-423-3260.  
Or By email: mmerten@immanuelrapids.com. 

 
Bethesda Thrift Shop: 

Believe it or not, at the Bethesda Thrift Shop in the 
Rapids Mall, we will begin our Summer Clearance 
Sales to get ready for fall!  Special sales 
include:  50% off green tagged clothing and 
shoes July 31-August 12; 50% off ALL clothing and 
shoes Aug. 14-24; 50% off almost everything in the 
store Aug. 25-26; BAG SALE Aug. 28 to Sept. 
9.  Additional daily sales may also be offered.  It’s a 
great time to get a great deal to help a great 
mission for our disabled folks served by Bethesda 
throughout the U.S. 

 

http://www.rubyspantry.org/
mailto:mmerten@immanuelrapids.com
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Evening Guild 
There will be NO Evening Guild meeting in August.  
The monthly prayers for August are for all students 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church and School. The 
Guild ladies will start meeting again on Tuesday, 
September 12th at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Casual Get-Together Lunch 
The Casual Get-Together Lunch meets once a 
month for those who have lost their spouses.  Invite 
friends and other members, who have lost their 
spouses to come and join us for a brief devotion 
and great time of fellowship and lunch.  We will 
meet at Perkins on Monday, August 28th at 11:30 
a.m.  If you have questions please call Lenora 
Fletcher at 715-423-7994. 

 

LADIES QUILTERS 
The Ladies Quilters will start 
meeting again in September. They 
meet every Tuesday morning from 
8:30 to 11:30 am in the Church 
Fellowship Hall.  
A thank you to everyone who 

donated material for making quilts for the Orphan 
Grain Train and World relief. A special thank you to 
the Ladies Aid for their donation of one large roll of 
quilt batting. There are still Materials Needed - 
The quilters are in need of material for lining (or 
batting) such as mattress pads, blankets, non-
working electric blankets, or quilt batting. Also 
needed are colored or print sheets (cotton or cotton 
blends) or large pieces of fabric for the tops and 
bottoms. Also needed is all-purpose or cotton 
thread. And of course VOLUNTEERS are always 
needed so more quilts can be made for those in 
need. (Remember…you only need to know how to 
tie a knot.) 

Ladies Aid Meeting 
The Ladies Aid – will not be meeting in August and 
will resume meeting again on September 27th with 
the time and location to be announced in the 
weekly announcements. Summer mites will be 
collected.  
 

BIBLE STUDY/CHAPEL SERVICE 
Pastor John or Pastor Jonathan will have Bible 
Study/Chapel Service August 10th at the 
Renaissance Assisted Living at 1:00 pm. If you or a 
family member is a resident at these places, we 
invite you to attend. 

Lutheran Hour Ministry 
The Lutheran Hour will be on the following 
radio stations on Sunday:  WAXX 104.5 FM at 
6:30 a.m.; WDLB 1450 AM, WDUX 92.7 FM, 
WDUX 800 AM are all at 8:00 a.m.; WSAU 99.9 
FM at 8:30 a.m.; WCWI 106.1 FM & KAWZ 88.7 
FM at 9:00 a.m.; WRVM 91.3 FM & WRVM 101.3 
FM at 10:00 a.m.   
August 6 - "On Thee the High and Lowly" 
It's "Archives August" and we present a classic 
message from former Speaker, Dr. Dale Meyer. 
(Exodus 20:10) 
August 13 - "Looking for a Good Speaker" 
"Archives August"-What do the words "Our Father" 
teach us about our relationship with God and with 
each other?  (Matthew 6:9) 
August 20 - "God's Dog" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. 
Ken Klaus.  Was Jesus being politically incorrect--
or worse--when He compared a Canaanite woman 
to a canine?  (Matthew 15:21-28) 
August 27 - "Absolutely Nothing" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. 
Ken Klaus.  Pastor Ken Klaus explains how 
something that is "absolutely nothing" can be a very 
good thing.  (1 Corinthians 15:14-19) 

 
IS IT TOO SOON TO THINK - HOLIDAYS? 

A HOLIDAY CLASSIC COMES TO LIFE 
The A-MEN Christian men’s group is planning their 
annual Christmas season trip this year to the 
Fireside Theater in Ft. Atkinson on Thursday, 
November 30 for a Matinee meal and show.  
Miracle on 34th Street is the program that you will 
fall in love with and enjoy for quite some time. A 
wonderful and featured menu that the Fireside is 
noted for will be served in the restaurant prior to the 
1:30 show. We should be ready to return home 
about 4:00.  Trip costs and details will be available 
later this summer. 

 
HEARING AID CLEANINGS 

Hearing aid cleanings are being offered the 2nd 
Sunday of every month by Kitt Belanger who is a 

Hearing Instrument Specialist. If you 
would like your hearing aids cleaned 
or maybe have some questions 
about hearing aids stop downstairs 
in the fellowship hall on August 13th 

to talk with Kitt. We want to thank Kitt for helping 
with such a worthwhile project for our members. 



Immanuel Lutheran Church and School  
Vol. 92, No. 8                                                Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin                                                     August, 2017 

 

Splinters from the board 

Board of Directors Meeting – August 28, 2017 

Our Mission Statement 
“Immanuel Lutheran Church and School exists to share 
the love of Jesus Christ, grow in faith and serve 
community.” 

Our Vision Statement 
“Immanuel Lutheran Church and School seeks to be a joy 
filled, Christ centered family, equipped, encouraged and 
empowered for acts of love as we honor God throughout the 
community.” 

Officers of the Congregation 

President, Tim Sullivan 715-347-7697 
Vice-President, Jeff Conradt 715-421-4155 
Treasurer, Jon Lee 715-254-1817 
Recording Secretary, Caitlin Shuda 715-459-7570  

 

Lay Board Members 

Brian Hanson 715-423-5329 
Tom Appel 715-423-2226 
Rebekah Drewiske 715-424-0180 

The Board of Directors Minutes from the June 
meeting is included in this newsletter.  

 

 
Board of Elders 

Dick Wood, Chairman 715-459-5192 
Dennis Martin, John Sawaska, Irv Vollert, Quinn 
Hansen, Mark Dykstra, John Steinke  

 

Auxiliaries 
Evening Guild, Joan Miller 715-421-4276 
Ladies Aid, Leona Dhein 715-421-4349 
MOPS, Christa Petzold 734-756-2276 

 

Professional Staff 
Rev. John K. Grohs, Senior Pastor             715-423-3260 
Rev. Jonathan Petzold, Associate Pastor   715-423-3260 
Tara Barrett, DCE                                       715-423-3260  
Mr. Brian Betts, Principal                            715-423-0272 
Ms. Cortney Hahn, Athletic Director 715-423-0272 
Church Office Number – 111 11

th
 St. N. 715-423-3260 

School Office Number – 111 11
th
 St. N. 715-423-0272 

Church Phone Number – 160 8
th
 St. N. 715-423-5190 

Pastor John’s Phone Number  715-410-4160 
Pastor Jonathan’s Phone Number 734-657-0841 
(Land lines must dial “1” first for Pastors’ Phone #)  
Emergency Line 715-410-4160 

 

REMINDER NOTE TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Please have your reports emailed or brought in to 
the Church Office by Wednesday, August 23rd to 
be included for the Board Meeting on Monday, 
August 28th at 5:00 p.m.  

 

 

 
 

Camp Luther News 
LABOR DAY RETREAT AT CAMP LUTHER - 
September 1-4, 2017 - Relax and let Camp Luther 
plan your next holiday weekend. Enjoy a flexible 
and relaxing schedule with your family and other 
families. Activities include pontoon rides, kayaking, 
trail biking, swimming, volleyball, disc golf, Bible 
study, campfire devotions and much more. Start a 
new family tradition this year! Register 
at www.campluther.com 
WOMEN'S RETREAT - September 22-24, 2017 
This weekend is all about relaxing and refueling 
with God's Word. Leave the pressures of work, 
home, and life behind and join others for a 
refreshing and renewing weekend. The schedule is 
designed to draw you closer to God and to each 
other through a variety of individual, large group 
and small group activities.  Deb Burma, Concordia 
Publishing House author, will be our Bible Study 
leader for the weekend. Come be renewed and 
enjoy time in the beautiful Northwoods this 
fall! Register at www.campluther.com. 
FALL WORKBEE AT CAMP LUTHER - October 
20-22, 2017 - Join us in preparing Camp Luther for 
the fall and winter seasons.  Workbee begins on 
Friday with registration between 7-8 pm, a short 
welcome, orientation and evening devotion. The 
work weekend concludes on Sunday after lunch. 
Participants work all day Saturday and Sunday 
morning on assigned work projects. Worship is held 
on Saturday evening. Housing and meals are 
provided FREE of charge. One-day participants are 
welcome also. Children (over 5) and youth are 
placed in adult-led teams for work projects.  For 
more information go to www.campluther.com and 
look under the "Get Involved" tab. 
COLLEGE RECHARGE AT CAMP LUTHER - 
Coming...October 2017 - Relax and recharge at 
this weekend of Bible study, worship, and 
fellowship with other Christian college students. 
Come on your own or organize a trip for your 
campus ministry. The schedule will be a mix of 
camp activities, group time, and free time so you 
can make it the weekend you need.  Watch our 
website at www.campluther.com for more 
information.  
 

http://www.campluther.com/
http://www.campluther.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YIDNpRfrLrFB6ooW1JG-9hb0MxDvbZt159eXH2nUmAab4iBymaxPQvEdaxNnhegiqk4vh-uCmnMT37vCU5-TaB0xPleLNPIv8HFOjR0USlsRmWoi3ucXeiYMtXD0a4Mp_fvIEfXJSSSEnzJDYPSCyMqkdbtKaCKS8cBlSLFlvxw=&c=tBTX6t9mIrrOuS8NJrsGCkYMP4SOQjlEmxPgAQRfFsfcquP0Qb_v_g==&ch=vwc29qDIS5VhXOLcUXJ2l_1G3VE381f2b7Al2QMsPKVLei8RfsBY2Q==
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THERE'S ONLY ONE WEEK UNTIL FAMILY 
WEEKEND! We can barely contain our excitement! 
Bob Lenz, Citizen Way, and Peder Eide will be 
rocking the chapel Saturday night (8/12) right 
before our phenomenal fireworks show. The rest of 
the weekend is filled with amazing food, great 
fellowship, and chance to feel like a kid again by 
participating camp activities (archery, canoeing, 
and much more).  To pre-register for you meals and 
miss the long lines or to view the full schedule visit 
www.luwisomo.org/family-weekend.  
(Also check out the flyer inside this newsletter.)  
SUMMER CAMP JUST ENDED, but it's never too 
soon to start thinking about coming back to 
LuWiSoMo!  Kid's Christmas is designed to give 
children grades 1-8 an opportunity to take time out 
of their busy December schedules to focus on the 
greatest gift ever given - Jesus Christ. We'll focus 
on the real meaning of Christmas, while enjoying 
outdoor activities and reinforcing the message of 
God's love.  Kid's Christmas will be December 1-3, 
2017.  Visit www.luwisomo.org/kids-christmas or 
call (920) 622-3350 for more information or to 
register. 
MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK - Fall Work 
Weekend - October 20-22 - Work weekends are 
some of the most important weekends of the year 
for LuWiSoMo. Many volunteers are needed to help 
with a wide variety of projects to help prepare 
LuWiSoMo for the busy summer season. Last 
summer we were blessed to have an extremely 
busy campground, which means we are in 
desperate need of volunteers to help cut, split, and 
stack firewood. Youth groups are highly 
encouraged to join us, as they are a GREAT help in 
moving and stacking wood. Volunteers are 
welcome to come for the day or the weekend. Free 
lodging and meals are provided for all volunteers. 
Visit www.luwisomo.org/work-weekends or call 
(920) 622-3350 for more information or to register. 
CALLING ALL CRAFTERS -  November 10-12 
Crafting Weekend Retreat - Ladies, take a 
weekend to get away and get crafting! Spend the 
whole weekend working on your favorite craft 
projects with no interruptions for cooking, cleaning, 
errands, or chores! Let the beautiful natural 
surroundings at Camp LuWiSoMo inspire you! 
Each crafter receives their own large, individual 
work space that will remain undisturbed for the 

weekend. The retreat includes five meals, 
fellowship, and fun.   
 Visit http://www.luwisomo.org/craft-weekend-
retreats for more information. 
SPECIAL INVITATION:  Pastors,  LuWiSoMo will 
be offering a special Reformation Confirmation 
retreat October 27-29. LuWiSoMo staff will lead 
games and activities while Pastors Rohde (Trinity 
Wautoma) and Zick (St. John Fredonia) will lead 
instruction times focusing on the Synod's theme for 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, "It's Still 
All About Jesus".  For more information or to 
register your group please contact Heather Gartzke 
at (920) 622-3350 or hgartzke@luwisomo.org. 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 
SAVE THE DATE - We need help for our all-

school cleaning day!  Every August all of our school 
families pitch in to help clean the school prior to 
school starting! This year we will be cleaning on the 
following dates: 
Wednesday, August 16th from 1:00-5:00 pm (You 
may arrive at any time) 
Thursday, August 17th from 3:00-7:00 pm (You 
may arrive at any time) 
Bring the whole family and please bring any shop 
vacs, buckets or other cleaning items you think we 
may need. Come join the fun!!   
 

REGISTRATION DAY – School Registration day 

will be on August 29th from 2:00 - 5:30 pm.  
 

2017-2018 IMMANUEL SCHOOL STAFF 
POSITION AVAILABLE: 
Immanuel Lutheran School has a morning (6:30-
8:45am) staff position opening in "Cougar Kids", 
Immanuel's - Before and After School Care 
program for students in Kindergarten through 
Grade 8.  For more information, please contact 
Dian Schlichtmann at 715-423-0272 ext. 20 or at 
dschlichtmann@immanuelrapids.com. The job 
description and applications are available at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church and School Office (111 
11th St. N). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.luwisomo.org/family-weekend
mailto:dschlichtmann@immanuelrapids.com
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Are you a mother of a preschooler? 

 
If so, you are invited to join us this year for MOPs at Immanuel! Being a mom of little ones is a full time job and while it is one of 
life's biggest blessings, it can also be exhausting and lonely at times. At MOPs, we want you to know that you are not alone! Join 
a community of fellow women in the trenches of motherhood, trust your kids to our caring volunteers for a few hours, and take a 
break while enjoying hot food and coffee, guest speakers and discussion on various aspects of parenthood, and fellowship and 
friendship with other women. Our group is not complete without you! 
 
 
MOPs (Mothers of Preschoolers) is for any woman who has a child from birth through kindergarten. We meet at Immanuel 
Lutheran School on 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Thursdays from 9am-11am, September-May. Our first meeting for the fall is September 14th. For 

more information, find our group on Facebook: "MOPs@ImmanuelRapids."  
 
 
We have an exciting schedule of speakers and activities lined up for the year. If you haven't received information in the mail, and 
you are interested in getting registration materials and a copy of the schedule, please let me know! You can email any questions 
to mops@immanuelrapids.com, or call or text Christa Petzold at 734-756-2276. We hope you join us!  
 
 

 
Do you love kids and have a few Thursday mornings per month free? 

 
Our MOPs Kids volunteers are caring adults who enjoy spending time with little kids and care about putting their mothers at 
ease so that they can enjoy a few hours "off" to relax and grow with other mothers. Volunteers show up at 8:45 on 2

nd
 and 4

th
 

Thursdays, and spend time playing with kids, doing activities with them, and enjoying their company. If this sounds like 
something that you could do, we would love your help! Email Christa Petzold at mops@immanuelrapids.com if you are able to 
help or want to know more. 
 
 
If you are considering being a MOPs Kids volunteer, or have volunteered in the past, we would like to invite you to a 
"Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast" on August 24

th
 from 9am to 10am in the Learning Center. We want to thank you for 

your help with this important ministry and let you know what we have in store for our MOPs group this year. (There is absolutely 
no pressure to help out this year if you attend the breakfast! It is open to anyone who has helped in the past or is considering 
helping in the future.) Please RSVP if you will attend to mops@immanuelrapids.com.  I hope to see you all there! ~ Christa 
Petzold 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:mops@immanuelrapids.com
tel:(734)%20756-2276
mailto:mops@immanuelrapids.com
mailto:mops@immanuelrapids.com
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IMMANUEL VOICE MAIL SYSTEM - PLEASE SAVE & PLACE BY YOUR PHONE, you may press any of 
these extensions to leave a message. Church Office 715-423-3260 and School Office 715-423-0272 

OFFICE  TELEPHONE  DIRECTORY 
 

10 – Church Secretary (Marlene Mertens) 29 – Library (Cara Lee) 

11 – Senior Pastor (Pastor John Grohs) 31 – 2
nd

 Grade (Sharon Dykstra) 

12 – DCE (Tara Barrett) 32 – 6
th

 Grade (Melody Czarapata) 

14 -  Principal (Brian Betts) 33 – 1
st

 Grade (Jennifer Wegner)  

15 - School Secretary (Sue Zolnik)   34 – Art Room (Ruth Macomber) 

16 -  Weight Room (Gymnasium) 35 – 7
th

 Grade (Lynnette Hansen) 

17-   Bookkeeper (Cathy Muraski) 36 – 8
th

 Grade (Lynnette Hansen) 

20 – 4K (Dian Schlichtmann) 37 – Computer Lab 

21  - 5K (Rachel Benson) 38 – 5
th

 Grade (Cortney Hahn) 

23 – Kitchen 39 – Admissions Counselor (Susan Cour) 

24  - Scrip Office  40 – Music Room  (Dian Schlichtmann) 

25 – Associate Pastor (Pastor Jonathan Petzold) 43 – 4
th

 Grade (Cara Lee) 

27 –  Cougar Kids - Before & After Child Care 44 – 3
rd

 Grade (Susan Cour) 

28 – Learning Center  

 

 

August – 2017 
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES  

JUNIOR CONFIRMATION CLASS:  May 7, 2017 
Paige Lynn Brock, Julia Lynn Drewiske, Morgan Elizabeth Fillmore, Grace Jolee Mortenson, Caitlyn Elaine 

Muraski, Ian Elliott Pagel, Trinity Dove Passehl, Abigail Ann Stoflet, and Abias Monqual Evens Wilhorn. 
 
 

BIRTH:   
Anna Myra Gumz, daughter of Ryan and Katy Gumz - May 23, 2017 

 
BAPTISM:  

Forrest David Sanger -son of Scott and Angela Sanger - June 4, 2017 
 

WEDDING:  
Kristine Nicole Rude and Maxwell Charles Belanger - June 3, 2017 

 
FUNERALS: 

Charles Stolp – May 18, 2017 
Doris Burmeister –May 26, 2017 
Carlotta Reiman –June 3, 2017 
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August Birthdays 
KOCH, PAT 8/1 

KRUG-DYE, ALAN 8/1 

VOELKER, TERI 8/1 

WELLER, ASHLEY 8/1 

FIEGEL, DAVID 8/2 

PUDDER, CANDACE 8/2 

SZELAGOWSKI, JEFFREY 8/2 

WALTERS, BAILEY 8/2 

BORCHERT, SHARON 8/3 

HUANG, BRENDA 8/3 

STENSBERG, SHIRLEY 8/3 

TURNER, LYNN 8/3 

WEISS, Chuck 8/3 

WENZEL, Bev 8/3 

HOUSHOLDER, THOMAS 8/4 

STOFLET, JESSICA 8/4 

COUR, DANIELLE 8/5 

HOFER, SHIA 8/5 

MACHON, MARLENE 8/5 

SAWASKA, JOHN 8/5 

TERRIL, KURTIS 8/5 

WALCZAK, JENNIFER 8/5 

WITHERS, BROOKLYN 8/5 

DOLENS, CARISSA 8/6 

JINSKY, LARRY 8/6 

PRUSS, NANCY 8/6 

SERING, MATTHEW 8/6 

SISCO, RHETT 8/6 

DAVEN, BROOKE 8/7 

DROSTA, GLORIA 8/7 

FOTA, MEGAN 8/7 

MAHONEY V, WILLY 8/7 

NOVACK, HELEN 8/7 

TUBBS, LLOYD 8/7 

AINSWORTH, THOMAS 8/8 

HOUGHTON, DARIONNA 8/8 

KRUG, DANA 8/8 

PETERSEN, AMY 8/8 

SCHOENICK, JASON 8/8 

SHUDA, NATHANIEL 8/8 

CAMPBELL, Sue 8/9 

KNUTSON, KELLY 8/9 

KURSZEWSKI, JILL 8/9 

O’CONNOR, KELLI 8/9 

SCHULTZ, Dave 8/9 

HANSON, RITA 8/10 

SCHULZ, SUE 8/10 

WINTERS, RONALD 8/10 

KIRST, RICK 8/11 

KUSSMAN, SHIRLEY 8/11 

SUNDERLAGE, BRITTANY 8/11 

VOLLERT, PAUL 8/11 

JOOSTEN, ERIK 8/12 

KOCH, SUSAN 8/12 

SAEGER, DUSTIN 8/12 

SANGER, DAVID 8/12 

TUXHORN, CALVIN 8/12 

MARZOFKA, MARJORIE 8/13 

AHLES, KYLE 8/14 

BRETL, Matt 8/14 

PAGEL, JAX 8/15 

KROHN, CINDY 8/16 

MCDOUGALL, LOGAN 8/16 

MEWS, LYRIC 8/16 

OLINYK, PATRICIA 8/16 

ZIELINSKI, VIRGINIA 8/16 

LABARGE, MARGIE 8/17 

MORTENSON, AUDREY 8/17 

KNUTESON, MILES 8/18 

KRUG, JEAN 8/18 

TRICKLE, NICOLE 8/18 

CIRIACKS, SPENCER 8/19 

HERMAN, JUSTIN 8/19 

JOAS, JUNE 8/19 

MORTENSEN, PAM 8/19 

REZIN, Ginny 8/19 

ANDRES, SAMANTHA 8/20 

BENGSCH, KEVIN 8/20 

BUSS, ARL 8/20 

GREENWOOD, LORI 8/20 

JUKICH, KAYLA 8/20 

FALK, ARLENE 8/21 

FETTERER, DOMINICK 8/21 

FLORENCE, ROSE 8/21 
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KSIONEK, DILLON 8/21 

ANDRES, DOLORES 8/22 

DANKEMEYER, Kim 8/22 

O’CONNOR, PATTI 8/22 

WUNROW, GLORIA 8/22 

ENGELBRIGHT, RICHARD 8/23 

MILLER, MARIBELLE 8/23 

BENSON, RACHEL 8/24 

HALL, Patty 8/24 

HOMANN, ROCHELLE 8/24 

VOELKER, GERALD 8/24 

ALBRIGHT, ABIGAIL 8/25 

ALBRIGHT, SADIE 8/25 

FETTERER, REBECCA 8/25 

HOFER, STEPHANIE 8/25 

MUESKE, PATRICIA 8/25 

ROSENTHAL, BRADLY 8/25 

REPSA, NANCY 8/26 

RUSCH, DAWN 8/26 

VOLLERT, JACOB 8/26 

ALBERT, ROSEMARY 8/28 

CHAMBERLIN, SARA 8/28 

NELSON, GARY 8/28 

VOELKER, PAUL 8/28 

SPRANGER, Angie 8/29 

ASHBECK, BRENNAN 8/30 

FIEGEL, BEV 8/30 

MILLER, KYLA 8/30 

RINGER, COLE 8/30 

KUNDINGER, VICKI 8/31 

ROSS, ROSEMARY 8/31 
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       Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

August 
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
VBS – St. Lukes 

2 Usher Team -Guck 

6:00pm Evening Worship/HC  
6:00-8:00pm Adult VBS - St. 
Lukes (NEW Luther Movie) 
 
 

 
VBS – St. Lukes 

3 
6:30amBreakfastBible        
Study@FourStarRest.  
 
 

 
VBS – St. Lukes 

4 
6:00pm LLL Zone 17 
Reunion – St. John, 
Kellner 

5 

6 Usher Teams – A, B 
7:30amBibleStudy-CF                                       
8:45am Morning Worship/HC  
10:00amPrayerGroup-Church         
10:30am Prayer/Praise   
12:15pm Young Adult Bible 
Study-Barrett Home 
 

7 HB-Mrs. Fillmore 

HA-Pastor & Mrs. Petzold 

8 
1:00pm Senior Staff Mtg 

9 Usher Teams – Frater 

HA-Mr. & Mrs. Wegner 
6:00pm Evening Worship 

10 
6:30amBreakfastBible        
Study@FourStarRest.  
1:00 pm Renaissance 
Chapel 

 

11 12 
6:05pm Congregational  
Rafter’s Game – Witter 
Field  

13 Usher Teams – C, D 
7:30amBibleStudy-CF                                       
8:45am Morn Worship 
Hearing Aid Cleaning 
10:00amPrayerGroup-Church                                                 
10:30am Prayer/Praise/HC 
12:15pm Young Adult Bible 
Study-Barrett Home 
 

14 
4:00pm Elder’s Mtg-CR 

 

15 
1:00pm Senior Staff Mtg 
 
 
 
NEWSLETTER 
REPORTS DEADLINE    

16 Usher Teams – 

Hanson/Chamberlin 
1:00-5:00 pm “All School 
Cleaning Day” 
6:00pm Evening Worship/HC  

 

17 
6:30amBreakfastBible        
Study@FourStarRest.  
3:00-7:00 pm “All School 
Cleaning Day” 

 

18 19 
8:00–10:00am Ruby’s 
Pantry  Food Distribution 
- Boys & Girls Club 

 

20 Usher Teams – B, A 
7:30amBibleStudy-CF                                       
8:45am Morning Worship/HC  
10:00amPrayerGroup-Church         
10:30am Prayer/Praise 
12:15pm Young Adult Bible 
Study-Barrett Home 
   

21 22 
11:30am Project Comp. 
Meeting - CR 
1:00pm Senior Staff Mtg 

 

23 Usher Teams – 

Hall/Fiegel 
6:00pm Evening Worship 
 
 
 
BOD REPORTS DUE 

24 HB - Mrs. Benson 

HA- Pastor &  Mrs. Grohs 
HA - Mr. & Mrs. Zolnik 
6:30amBreakfastBible        
Study@FourStarRest.  
9:00-10:00am MOPS 
Volunteer’s Breakfast- LC 

 

25 26 

27 Usher Teams – D, C 
7:30amBibleStudy-CF                                       
8:45am Morn Worship 
BACK PACK BLESSING 
10:00amPrayerGroup-Church                                                 
10:30am Prayer/Praise/HC 
12:00pm Confirmation  
Orientation  
12:15pm Young Adult Bible 
Study-Barrett Home 
 

 

28 
11:30amCasual Get-   
Together Lunch@ 
Perkins Restaurant  
5:00pm BOD Mtg-CR   
 
Regular Church/School 
Office Hours Resume – 
8:00 am to 4:30 pm                              

29 
1:00pm Senior Staff Mtg 
2:00-5:30pm Immanuel 
School Registration  
5:00pm Confirmation  
Orientation  

30 Usher Teams - Guck 
6:00pm Evening Worship/HC  

 

31 
6:30amBreakfastBible        
Study@FourStarRest.  

 

1 September 2 
 
 
 
 
FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL IS SEPT. 5 

 


