
 

Voting as an Act of Faith 

On Tuesday, June 7, our church will once again host the local voting precinct. We look 
forward to this as a time of neighborhood hospitality. Steve Georgi and Office Admin An-
drew will be putting together a snack table as a gesture of greeting to voters.  

I know that over 50% of Californians now vote by mail, but I have never wanted to. I like 
waking up to Election Day. I like biking down the street to Eastshore Elementary School. I 
like saying good morning to the faithful poll workers and standing with my neighbors as 
we punch the computer.  I like punching quickly and confidently because I am so prepared 
with my research and my cheat sheet. I’m pretty sure that doing this lights up the pleasure 
center of my brain with a surge of dopamine. I can see the possibility of a reward and I 
want to take an action toward it.  

I value the ritual of participating because I have a stake in the outcome.  

With just one vote and no money to overcome the flood of money that influences elec-
tions, I suppose that voting can be seen as a completely irrational act; but in another way 
it is the only thing that makes sense. As philosopher Paul Woodruff writes in his book, 
Reverence: Renewing a Forgotten Virtue: “ 

“We do not vote because we think our individual votes will change the course of an elec-
tion. We vote to express our values. We vote to act out our belief in democratic principles 
that our voices matter as much as those of the rich and famous. We vote to make a state-
ment of faith that our hands have been called to God’s work in the ballot booth and in our 
daily lives.”  

Like you, I struggle to sort out which candidates might actually make decisions out of an 
abiding commitment to the Golden Rule or the Top Two Commandments, and which bal-
lot propositions are oriented toward the common good.  

For the sake of kingdom, we try.   

Blessings,  

 

 

Pastor Paige Eaves 

 

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no commandment greater than these.”   (Mark 12:29-31) 

 JUNE/JULY 2016 

 

WORSHIP 

June 5 

Holy Communion 

Luke 10:25-37 

Loving Life in the Gray Area                       

 

June 12 

Graduation Sunday  

Jeremiah 29:11-13 

“For I Know the Plans I        

Have For You” 

 

June 19 

Father’s Day                                        

Special Guest Preacher                    

Mark Howerton  

 

June 26 

VBS Sunday  

John 21:1-17                                       

Isaiah 6:8                                                  

“I’m here. Send me” 

 

 



Pastor Brandon and family enjoying the Memorial Day Campout at 

Ortega Oaks!  (Photo by Bob Knight) 

Ministries that nurture a 

sense of belonging to God 

and to this faith community  

Sisters meeting this month is the usual 4th Tuesday 

on June 24th at 7:30pm  We will be meeting at the 

home of Ann Teunis (949-651-0747) in Woodbridge.  

We will be discussing the book A Memory of Violets 

by Hazel Gaynor.  “From the author of the USA Today 

bestseller The Girl Who Came Home comes an 

unforgettable historical novel that tells the story of 

two long-lost sisters—orphaned flower sellers—and a 

young woman who is transformed by their 

experiences.” 

Young Peoples Ministries Update from Andrew  

This has been a joy filled Spring of seed planting for our new ministries with Young People at UUMC.  We are in the midst of form-

ing a new ministry for young adults in Irvine at both the IVC and UCI campuses.  We have three stupendous students taking owner-

ship of this ministry and creating official organizations on the campuses.  This new ministry is called MOC-Methodists on Campus.  

We are also partnering with our district young adult ministries based out of San Diego for retreats and special activities.   

Our new youth ministry is making a big leap this Sunday June 5 with Move-Up Sunday in which we will celebrate all our current 

and future 6th graders moving up to the new Glow youth program.  We are also hosting two combined Boy Scout and Youth 

Group gatherings this Summer on Friday June 24 and Friday July 22.  I have been participating in the life of our scouting ministry by 

ministering to the leadership of the scout program and mentoring scouts working on their Eagle Scout Projects.  Together we have 

also raised money to improve our youth room and cleaned out the space in preparation for all our rising 6th graders!   



Ministries that educate, 

equip, and inspire us as 

passionate followers of 

Jesus Christ   

Children’s Ministry Update from Joan 

VBS is around the corner. If you are a volunteer – 

thank you! Please remember you must have complet-

ed the online training for Safe Sanctuaries and turned 

in the information for a background check.  

If anyone has a large piece of beige fabric or beige felt 

that we can use to make the altar look like sand that 

would be so helpful. 

After church on Sunday, June 19th, I need helpers to 

set up the stage and get the Surf Shack and puppet 

theater placed. We also need help decorating so if you 

can stay for a short while after service many hands will 

make the job go quicker. Then we can all go celebrate 

Father’s Day! 

Kid Jam will meet all summer at 9:30. We will be learn-

ing about Noah’s Ark and The Fruit of the Spirit. We 

have some great lessons and fun crafts and games 

planned for summer months. This would be a great 

time to invite friends. 

June 5th is Move up Sunday where our 5th graders will 

move up to be part of Andrew’s Youth Program. An-

drew will be doing the lesson on June 5th and we 

thank him for the past few weeks where he has helped 

out at Kid Jam to make the transition easier for the 

kids.  

If your child is in Noiseful Joy June 5th is the end of the 

year party. There will be no Noiseful Joy in summer. 

We will let you know the fall start date later in the 

summer. 

Messy Church  takes a break in June. The next Messy 

Church will be July 28th. If you would like to cook a 

meal for Messy Church or help as a volunteer we are in 

need of volunteers. 

Any questions about Children’s Ministry please email 

Joan@uumcirvine.org 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

HELP!  The story tellers of Vacation Bible School need stuffed ani-
mals to help tell the story of Creation on June 20th.  If you have 
some stuffed animals we can borrow, please let us know by con-
tacting Linda Dressler at linda.dressler@cox.net.  We will return 
them on Tuesday June 21st.  Thanks so much! 

 NEW CLASS COMING THIS SUMMER! 

We will be presenting a new class this summer by Adam Hamilton 

called “Half Truths, God Helps Those Who Help Themselves  and 

Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say”.  We’ve heard these phrases all 

our lives, but in Adam Hamilton’s new book you’ll learn that alt-

hough they capture some element of truth, when compared to the 

wisdom found in scripture, they’re really just Christian clichés.  This 

will be a fun class for those who have done Bible Study AND those 

who have not.  It is open to all ages between 12 and 90+.  This is a 5 

week class which will start July 10 and go to August 7th.  We will 

meet at 11:00am after church, so grab your coffee or lemonade and 

a donut and head for the Education Building.  Exact meeting room 

to be announced.  If there is enough interest, the class will also be 

offered on Thursday evenings at 7pm.  Sign-ups will be on the patio 

after service starting June 5th.  Sign-up early so we will know wheth-

er to plan for 1 or 2 classes!      -Linda Dressler, Adult Ed Com. Chair 

mailto:linda.dressler@cox.net


 

How to Become a Stephen Minister 

Compassionate, trustworthy, full of faith, skilled, these ad-

jectives make up the Stephen Ministry’s Caregiving Com-

pass. We use this compass to guide our high quality care for 

hurting people. As our congregation builds a Stephen Minis-

try of our own we are asking you to consider these adjec-

tives and weather they apply to you. An application is availa-

ble on our church website (http://uumcirvine.org/what-we-

do/stephen-ministry) if you are interested in interviewing to 

become a Stephen Minister.  

Once selected as a candidate your 50 hour training will com-

mence. Pastor Paige and I will provide that training and on-

going support for your caring relationship through a precise-

ly formulated program that has been successful in congrega-

tions in Orange County for over thirty years. If your calling 

lies elsewhere, please consider praying for our Stephen Min-

istry, Pastor Paige and myself as leaders and our first class of 

Stephen Ministers. Questions? I will be available on the Pa-

tio after the 9:30 service each Sunday in March and can al-

ways be reached at doherty.barb@gmail.com. 

New!  Spiritual Gifts Class 

What are your Spiritual Gifts?   

How do your Spiritual Gifts complement the Gifts of others?   

How do we as members of UUMC use our Gifts in Service and 

Ministry?   

To discover the answers to these questions and more, join 

your guide Barb Doherty June 12 at 11 o’clock for: Discovering 

God’s Vision For Your Life: You and Your Spiritual Gifts by Ken-

neth Haugk. 

This eight week class will be held in the Education Building on 

Sundays from 11am-12pm starting June 12.  Individuals age 12-

102 are encouraged to participate.  The course materials cost 

$20 and include a Participant’s Guide as well as the Spiritual 

Gifts Inventory. 

Please sign up by sending an email to 

doherty.barb@gmail.com or signing in on the patio after wor-

ship on Sunday. 

Ministries that educate, 

equip, and inspire us as 

passionate followers of 

Jesus Christ   



Ministries that send us out 

to serve in Irvine, Orange 

County, and to the ends of 

the earth  

Thank you to everyone who came out to the Orange 

County AIDS Walk at Mason Park  on Saturday May 14!!  

We raised $1000 for the event including the money 

raised from our Noisy Offering!  All the proceeds raised 

go to support AIDS treatment programs here in Orange 

County!  We looked great in our “Methodists from Across 

the Street” pac-man t-shirts that complemented the 

“Reclaming the 80s theme.   

A crew of 14 rapidly assembled 144 UMCOR Hygiene Kits that 

will be sent to the UMCOR West Depot in Salt Lake City. Greg 

Rhoads did a masterful job of delineating all of the tasks so 

that everyone had a specific job to accomplish. The assembly 

was quick and efficient. In addition, $247 was raised to provide 

for the toothpaste that will be added at the depot when the 

kits are sent out to help in a disaster.  

 

Thank You to University United Methodist Church members for sup-

porting the work of Families Forward through giving $2200 this Spring. 

Your willingness to help families weather a life crisis makes all the differ-

ence to them, and especially their children.  You are giving families like 

theirs the chance to be successful, by providing essentials like housing 

and food, while they take the steps needed to become stable and self-

supporting again.   

Families come to us every day with a different set of challenges that have 

turned their lives upside down-whether it’s an unexpected illness, long-

term job loss, or a sudden loss of resources from abandonment or escap-

ing domestic violence.  In addition, the challenging cost of living in Orange 

County continues to increase the demand for our services.   

We appreciate your long-term commitment to help us address these is-

sues and find practical  solutions for families to succeed on their own.  

Thank you for al you do for our families. You are a part of their lives too.   

Best, Margie Wakeham  
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Prayers of Gratitude for All Our Volunteers!!  Thank you for 

your leadership and dedication to the growth of our church!   

Photo of Lee Holmes mowing the bocce ball field Messy 

Church.  (Photo by Bob Knight) 

For the Peace of Christ in the Midst of Grief:                                  
Kay and Jack Lucas at the loss of Kay’s mother Mary Poehler  

George Kawamura and family at the loss of his wife Kinuko  

Jane Wood and family at the loss of Jane’s daughter Ann 

We pray for those recovering from illness, injury, or surgery:  
Doug Mason’s brothers-in-law 

Jane Wood’s daughter Ann, fighting cancer 

Tina Prais' niece, MicheIIe, fighting cancer 
 
Ryan Ardo, Ann Ownbey, Lois McKissick, Barbara Albers, Bob Ed-
wards 

We pray for our homebound members: Diane Monjay, Paul Black, 
Betty Quilligan, Paul Arthur, Thelma Friedel, Dick Doyel,              
Carol Gauer, Carol Moore has moved to Northern California  



April 14th, 2016 Vision and Strategy Notes           
from Brad Fowler, Chair 

 
General Items: Jane Bernard joined us for her first meeting 
as the Be Love Liaison.  Welcome and thank you.  Jin Kim 
was absent.  All other members noted in email distribution 
were present.  
 
Congregational Growth Coaching Effort:  The District 
Superintendent, John Farley, met with Pastor Paige, Brad 
Fowler, Bob Bilanchone and Adrian Degroot, to discuss the 
assessment and general observations of Jim Griffith.  This 
information was shared with V&S members to develop a 
plan for moving forward and sharing the assessment with 
the congregation.  A draft report of Jim's observations and 
recommendations was circulated for discussion.  Input was 
provided and clarifications made to the draft report that will 
be handed out to the congregation at the quarterly confer-
ence for discussion.  DS Farley indicated that the Confer-
ence would be willing to share in the cost of additional 
coaching for help with developing a growth plan. We will 
have a video from Jim to introduce the Assessment. 
 
Next Quarterly Conference: Sunday June 5 after 
church.  Ray and Bonnie agreed to help prepare the room 
for lunch.  Pastor Paige to advertise for everyone to bring 
salads and a few sweets and provide the quarterly agenda 
a week in advance.  The main topic for the conference will 
be the growth assessment.  In addition, to the normal Fi-
nancial and Trustee reports, we would ask Joan to talk 
about her work with the scouts and foster care.  Perhaps 
Andrew can give some information on his new program 
efforts as well. 
 
Branding:  The Ad Hoc Committee will be sending out a 
survey to obtain feedback on the proposed branding ef-
fort.  If we have results, perhaps this should be included at 
the next quarterly also as mentioned ed at our last meet-
ing. The tote bag query will be answered as the 
branding unfolds. 
 
Belong: Bonnie indicated that: 

 

Youth Ministry-Andrew is taking youth to the beach 
on Sunday, June 5th where they will join with other youth 
from neighboring Methodist Churches. 
Quilt Ministry 
The members are olanning to give a quilt on behalf of our 
church to victims of the Canadian fires.  Ricky Tims, Colo-
rado resident and associated with Quilt Shows, put out the 
request to Quilt Groups all over the US. 
 
Health Ministry 
17 participated in First Aid/AED/CPR on Saturday April 
30.  They promoted walkers for the Aids Walk at Mason 
Park on My 14th.  And they decided to hold a fund raiser at 
Panera in Irvine on Culver, tentatively in June. 
 
Believe: Lois indicated June 5 will be Promotion Sunday 
for Kid Jam and Recognition Sunday for Adult Education 
classes. 
 
Adult Education is scheduling new and exciting classes for 
Spring, Summer and Fall.  The first on the schedule is an 8 
week class, "Discovering your Spiritual Gifts,"  start-
ing June 12 with Barbara Doherty.  A class by Adam Ham-
ilton, "Half Truths", starts in July and more to come.  All 
classes are open to sixth graders thru adults. 
 
Believe Speaker Series Sunday May 15, Linda Belt, Exec-
utive Director of the Newport Community Counseling Cen-
ter will speak on"Shining a Light on Depression". 
 
Worship:  The daughters of Anne Ramsay have donated 
$1000 in Anne's memory for worship-related items: the 
new Pentecost banners and a portable communion kit.  
 
BeLove:  Jane indicated the Missions committee is going 
to start a drive for twin sheets for the OC Rescue Mis-
sion.  They provide Health Care, Legal assistance, job 
skills and learning to help folks out.  Also, the Napa Mis-
sion Trip planning is going well with 
the trip scheduled for May 22 for one week. 
 
Operations: Ray indicated that Sam Williams is proposing 
Stewardship consider a Month of Tithing.  He is asking for 
feedback on whether this is good timing or not, considering 
the Trustees are beginning a $35k-$40k campaign for the 
coffee area and folks are spending money to go back to 
Carnegie Hall. 

SANCTUARY EVACUATION DRILL SET FOR JUNE 5TH 
At the end of the service on June 5th we will con-
duct a mini-evacuation drill from the sanctuary. It is 
a “mini” drill in that we will only evacuate onto the 
patio area, instead of proceeding to the real evacu-
ation assembly area down by the dumpsters and 
tool shed. Instructions will also be given on what to 
do if a major earthquake occurs during a service or 
other gathering in the sanctuary. Ushers and other 
volunteers will assist with the evacuation drill.                
 
Bob Bilanchone, Disaster Preparedness Committee 





See Sunday   

Morning Schedule 

Above 

11a: Spiritual 

Gifts , Ed-B 

 

See Sunday   

Morning Schedule 

Above 

11a: Spiritual 

Gifts , Ed-B 

 

See Schedule 

Above 

11a: Spiritual 

Gifts , Ed-B 

7:30p: Concert 

See Sunday   

Morning Schedule 

Above 

11a: Q. Confer. 

1pm: Youth Beach 

Day 

9a: Quilters , FH 

9a: Quilters , FH 9-12: Vacation 

Bible School 

7:30p: Choir, Sanc 

9-12: Vacation 

Bible School 

9-12: Vacation 

Bible School 

9-12: Vacation 

Bible School 

9-12: Vacation 

Bible School 

1pm: Youth and 

Scouts Event 

7:30p: Choir, Sanc 

7:30p: Choir, Sanc 

7:30p: Choir, Sanc 

7:30p: Choir, Sanc 



See Sunday   

Schedule Above 

11a: Spiritual 

Gifts , Ed-B 

11a: Half Truths, 

Ed-D 

See Sunday    

Schedule Above 

11a: Spiritual 

Gifts , Ed-B 

 

See Sunday    

Schedule Above 

11a: Spiritual 

Gifts , Ed-B 

11a: Half Truths, 

Ed-D 

See Schedule Above 

11a: Spiritual Gifts , 

Ed-B 

11a: Half Truths,   

Ed-D 

See Schedule Above 

11a: Spiritual Gifts , 

Ed-B 

11a: Half Truths,   

Ed-D 

9a: Quilters , FH 

5:30p: Messy 

Church 

1p: Youth and 

Scouts Event  9a: Quilters , FH 

7:30p: Choir, Sanc 

7:30p: Choir, Sanc 

7:30p: Choir, Sanc 

7:30p: Choir, Sanc 

6p: Heifer       

International 

Event 


