
  

 

Shifting the Frame  

I read Wicked before I saw it on stage. In the book, the reader gets access to the subtle-
ties of the political and ethical dynamics of the Land of Oz - insights that cannot be 
grasped in a Defying Gravity sing-a-long.  I remember a reviewer noting that Gregory 
Maguire shifts the frame away from the visit of Dorothy, enabling us to see the stories 
that were already unfolding all around her. The focus on Elphaba’s journey surprised us 
by opening up whole new off-yellow-brick-roading adventures.   

 Throughout Lent and Easter, we will be shifting the frame on the familiar stories of the 
climactic end to Jesus’ earthly ministry.  On Wednesdays, our Lenten Dinners will engage 
Adam Hamilton’s 24 Hours That Changed the World, a series that maintains a laser focus 
on the final events of Jesus’ life. Hamilton’s short video presentations, our small group 
conversations, and materials for your personal meditations are designed to invite your 
deeper reflection and discipleship.  

During worship, we will shift the frame on other familiar characters in the gospel stories, 
looking for some offroad adventures of perspective. Rabbi Joshua Levine-Grater will help 
us out on March 6, when he comes to give some love to the much-maligned Pharisees.  
The cross and the empty tomb are still at the end of this journey, along with an invitation 
to experience resurrection and renewal.  

**** 

In other news, I’d like to officially welcome Andrew Ponder Williams to our staff.  He has 
been with us almost a month now. We are appreciating his eye for detail, his sense of 
hospitality, and his can-do attitude. It also helps that he simply loves church and the peo-
ple who make up a church. Let’s keep him encouraged and affirmed, so that he stays with 
us a long, long time!  

 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor Paige Eaves 

 

Sunday, February 7th                               

Holy Communion                       

Luke 8:1-4                                      

Guest Speakers:                          

Mission Advocates Nan McCurdy 

and Miguel Mairena           

Wednesday, February 10th                                     

Ash Wednesday   

Sunday, February 14th                                     

1st Sunday in Lent                           

Mark 10:17-31                               

Shifting the Frame: The Rich 

Young Ruler  

Wednesday, February 17th                                     

1st Lenten Dinner  

Sunday, February 21st                                 

2nd Sunday in Lent                                 

Mark 10:32-45                                      

Shifting the Frame: James & John  

Wednesday, February 24th                                     

2nd Lenten Dinner   

Sunday, February 28th                                         

3rd Sunday in Lent                                    

Mark 12:13-17                                      

Shifting the Frame: The Coin 

Wednesday, March 2nd            

3rd Lenten Dinner   



 

 

Belong-Ministries that nurture a sense of belonging to God and to this faith community  

First Look  

Stop by and Welcome Andrew Ponder Williams! 

Andrew is our new Office Administrator at UUMC!  Andrew is the son of two United Method-

ist Pastors and grew up in Kansas City.  He is involved with many different church organiza-

tions and currently serves on the Board of Directors for the General Board of Church and Soci-

ety in Washington, D.C.  He is excited to be a part of the ministries of University UMC and to 

be a resource for all of our dynamic ministries.   

Teddy Bear Clinic and Cookie Exchange Events  

Our UUMC Community Faith Nurses organized and participated in the Teddy Bear Clinic which was included in the festivities of the 

preschool’s annual pancake breakfast and open house on December 12th.. 

It was attended by over 120 children, family members & friends. The Saddleback Nursing Program provided nursing students, 

thanks to Tammy Rice, who enjoyed assisting the children do their exams on their stuffed animals or baby dolls. 

 

Many of the ladies enjoyed the Cookie Exchange on December 15th at Marilee Johnson’s home and her team of Kelly Babcock and 

Dianne Dodge.  It was a great time for some to get to know others better and so delectable.  Lots of carols were sung with the ac-

companiment of Cathy Evans who had all play a game of “Name that Carol”.  What fun and fellowship was had by all.  -Bonnie Wright  

Lent 2016 

You are invited to be a 

part of our community 

during this approaching 

Lenten Season as we shift 

the frames of the stories 

of Christ’s life.   



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      

February 2016 

ReJoySing, 7p 

B. Scouts, 7p, FH 

Devotion, 7:30, 

CoW 

Lunch Bunch    

11:30p, Ed-D 

Choir, 7:30p 

Office Closed 

ReJoySing, 7p 

B. Scouts, 7p, FH 

Heart to Heart             

9:15a, FH 

 

ReJoySing, 7p 

B. Scouts, 7p, FH 

ReJoySing, 7p 

B. Scouts, 7p, FH 

Disciple II       

10:30a, Ed-A 

SPRC,  7p, Ed-D 

Devotion, 7:30, CoW 

Lunch Bunch    

11:30p, Ed-D 

Lenten Supper           

6p, FH 

Child’s World B., 7p 

Devotion, 7:30, CoW 

Lunch Bunch    

11:30p, Ed-D 

Lenten Supper           

6p, FH 

Choir, 7:30p 

Worship with     

Mission Advocates, 

9:30a 

Kid Jam, 9:30a, Ed 

Korean Dream, 9:30a 

Noiseful Joy, 10:30a 

Youth Parents, 11aa 

Nozomi, 12:30p, Ed-A 

Messy Church         

5:30p, FH 

Devotion, 7:30, CoW 

CWS Chapel, 10:30 

Lunch Bunch    

11:30p, Ed-D 

Choir, 7:30p 

Worship, 9:30a 

Kid Jam, 9:30a, Ed 

Noiseful Joy, 10:30a 

Korean Dream, 9:30a 

Nozomi, 12:30p, Ed-A 

Happy Valentine’s 

Day!! 

Worship, 9:30a 

Kid Jam, 9:30a, Ed 

Noiseful Joy, 10:30 

Korean Dream, 9:30a 

Q. Conference, 11a 

Nozomi, 12:30p, Ed-A 

Sack Lunch M., 4p 

Worship, 9:30a 

Kid Jam, 9:30a, Ed 

Noiseful Joy, 10:30 

Korean Dream, 9:30a 

Nozomi, 12:30p, Ed-A 

Heart to Heart              

9:15a, FH 

ReJoySing, 7p 

B. Scouts, 7p, FH 

Disciple II         

10:30a, Ed-A 

 

Disciple II         

10:30a, Ed-A 

 

SPRC, 7p, Ed-D 

Disciple II         

10:30a, Ed-A 

 

CWS Chapel, 10:30 

Messy Church     

Planning, 1p, Ed-B 

Christian Believer      

1:30p, Ed-B 

Christian Believer      

1:30p, Ed-B 

 

Trustees 7p, Ed-D 

Christian Believer      

1:30p, Ed-B 

 

Christian Believer      

1:30p, Ed-B 

Quilters                     

9a, FH 

 

Quilters                     

9a, FH 

Successful Aging          

10a, Sanc 



 Belong-Ministries that nurture a sense of belonging to God and to this faith community  

 Operations 

DisAbility Ministries Goes Ecumenical: Sharon and Dale McCart present a workshop at the WFX Conference 

Our workshop was entitled “Disability-Friendly Churches: How to Become One.” WFX (Worship Facilities eXpo) is a multidenomina-

tional conference focused on improving worship. There were about 25 people at our workshop. 32 information packets were tak-

en, so a few people took more than one! 

Ways to eliminate barriers to include people with many types of disabilities were covered and questions were answered. Sharon 

covered the majority of the topics and Dale took the spotlight in his section on Assistive Listening Devices. The response was very 

positive. In addition to this session, we also spoke with about a half dozen people the next day, answering questions and providing 

as much information as we were able. This was one of the most positive responses we have had anywhere! 

In addition to the workshop, Sharon (and Lynn Swedberg, the DisAbility Ministries Committee consultant, by phone) met with two 

teams at United Methodist Communications. It is exciting that the Find-a-Church site will offer a badge to indicate a church’s      

accessibility beginning in 2017! And we celebrate that 

the process for becoming a Welcoming Church will in-

clude information about welcoming people with disabili-

ties as early as this spring! 

The organizers of the WFX Conference, in contrast to 

their standard policy, covered the cost of airfare and 

lodging because they believe this topic is important. 

Bishop Peggy Johnson covered many of the additional 

costs. Without this financial help, this trip would not 

have been possible. We appreciate Bishop Peggy’s sup-

port and the trust of the organizers! 

If you have questions and/or wish to have a copy of the 

Powerpoint, contact me at  smccart@aol.com. 

God is good all the time! Dale and I are grateful for the 

opportunity to serve. 

In service to Christ, 

Sharon McCart, Chair, DisAbility Ministries Committee 

of The United Methodist Church 

Above and Beyond Giving Opportunity:  If you would 

like to support Sharon in her work as a volunteer  DisA-

bility Ministries Committee consultant for the UMC, 

please note “DisAbility Ministry” on your special dona-

tion to UUMC.  

 Contribute to University 

United Methodist Church  

http://uumcirvine.org/give 

mailto:smccart@aol.com


 

  Believe-Ministries that educate, equip and inspire us as passionate followers of Jesus Christ   

 

 

 

 

Appearing at Kid Jam 

February 7th:  The Scripture Lady                  

February 14th:  Captain Nate                             

February 21st:  Tiffany                                          

February 28th: Jensen Family         

 

 

 

 

Messy Lent February 25th              

 Prayers 

For the peace of Christ in the midst of grief, we pray 
for: Bill & Bonnie Wright in the loss of their grandson 
Bryan. 
 
We pray God’s blessings on the wedding of Gavin & 
Clare Leaming. Gavin is the son of Ann Adams.  

We pray for those who are recovering from illness, sur-
gery or injury: 

Annelle Arthur, Paul Arthur, Jerry Leth, Thelma Friedel, 
Barbara Albers, Dorothy Dave’s young friend Josh 

We pray for those who are keeping vigil with dying 
family members: 

Marge & Larry Anderson, Brad & Roxane Fowler 

And for our homebound members: 

Carol Moore, Diane Monjay, Mary Poehler, Paul Black,     
Betty Quilligan, Barbara Albers, Anne Ramsey  



 

Mission Trip Opportunity: We will be taking a team to 

Napa to help repair homes damaged in the August 2014 

earthquake on May 22nd-28th.   All are invited to go!   

If you are interested  please contact Sue Harriss 

(slharriss@cox.net). 

Heifer Alternative Gift Results by Sue Harris  

Thanks to everyone who purchased and alternative gift 

for Christmas for friends and family this year!  The results 

were outstanding as $1330 was raised to support the 

great work of Heifer International.  I am sure every       

recipient of such a gift is proud to know that they are 

contributing to another families’ ability to survive in a 

sustainable way.  Thank you for being so generous!   

Be Love-Ministries that send us out to serve in Irvine, Orange County, and to the ends of the earth  

United Methodist Mission Advocates to Offer Message on Sunday, February 7th  
 

Missionaries Nan McCurdy and Miguel Mairena are the Mission Advocates for the Western Jurisdiction.  The travel across the 

eight annual conferences and twelve states that constitute this region of the church.  They are here to offer information about 

the United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries and all its programs.  According to GBGM, “Mission Advocates are ac-

tive missionaries assigned to help annual conferences, districts, and local churches in the United States to understand and partic-

ipate in global mission”.  

 

Nan and Miguel try to share God’s love so that everyone they meet hears the message: You are God’s Beloved. They attempt to 

follow in Christ’s example contributing to the building of God’s “Kin-dom” around us and in us. Serving on Conference task forces 

like Disaster Response, Volunteers in Mission, Disability and Immigration, they bring the missionary perspective. In 2015 they 

taught the Latin America Study for United Methodist Women at five different Mission U events.  

  

As missionaries in Nicaragua for thirty years, their work involved developing programs with youth and women for: Education, 

women’s health, economic empowerment, prevention of violence, promotion of gender equity and other human rights, and a 

youth-run community radio station. They worked with hundreds of Volunteer in 

Mission teams, and educated about topics like US-Nicaragua relations, the    

Eternal (External) Debt and Free vs Fair Trade. They are currently speaking on 

the root causes of migration from Central America.  

   

Miguel, the eighth of eleven children was raised on one of the 36 Solentiname 

Islands in Nicaragua’s great lake. He was not able to begin primary school until 

age twenty, but then studied all his life – becoming a lawyer and receiving a 

Master in Criminal Law at age fifty-six.  He also studied at Wesley Seminary.  

Before his assignment with Women and Community, his work in Nicaragua   

included development and theology promotion with churches and ecumenical 

agencies. He loves to encourage people to go back to school at any age! 



 Operations 

Vision and Strategy Minutes-January 15, 2016  

General Items: At the meeting: Brad Fowler, Chair; Bob Bilan-

chone, Lay Leader; Ray Norris, Operations Liaison; Lois Vaught, 

Believe Liaison; Jin Kim, Worship Liaison; Bonnie Wright, Belong 

Liaison; Pastor Paige. Pastor Brandon was unable to attend. Dianne 

Dodge is stepping down as Be Love Liaison after four years of ser-

vice.  Thank you Dianne!  We are in search of a replace-

ment.  Liaisons are asked to be sure to identify any changes in their 

committee chairpersons and forward the Vision and Strategy 

meeting notes to them once corrections have been made.  

Goals and Objectives Planning:  Liaisons are to ask their com-

mittees to provide tasks and action plans for the goals and all 

church objectives to which they can contribute. Liaisons are to ask 

for input in time be included at the next Quarterly Conference in 

February. Please get input to Brad by 15 February so he can pre-

pare it for the 21 February Quarterly Conference.   

Next Quarterly Conference: The date is set for 21 February after 

church. Potluck salads to be requested by Pastor Paige.  Jin Kim will 

supervise set up. Items include the 2016 budget and submission of 

tasks and action items in support of the approved goals and all 

church objectives as well as Trustees report from new Chairperson 

Dennis Kempke. An action item for the Stephen's Ministry program 

is included.  Liaisons can check with Committee chairs to see if oth-

er action items are to be submitted.  Program chairs are getting 

together on 24 January to share information. 

2016 Budget: The latest draft budget requests were provided and 

reviewed. At this point in the draft the expenses exceed income by 

about $15k, which is about the same situation as adopted last 

year.  (The year end for 2015 ended up in the black in spite of that 

with lower expenses and higher revenues by year end!)  Minor 

items still to be looked at a bit closer or double checked include 

Korean congregation administrative expenses, disabled ministry 

support, misc. adult education expense, mission promotions, and 

some staff salary items. Also, the V&S will highlight and recom-

mend to the congregation that the new Humphry planned gift be 

celebrated and recommended as income to help fund generally 

greater expenses that appear throughout the budget, whether they 

be in programs or staff or trustees. It is recognized that the budget 

has both greater income and greater expenses than last year.  Kyle 

will be asked to highlight the "top ten" significant changes.  The 

budget will come before the 1st Quarterly Conference for adop-

tion. 

2015 2016 Stewardship Campaign: Liaisons are again asked to be 

sure they have followed up with assigned parishioners and stress 

that it is important in formulating a valid budget to ask folks for a 

pledge rather than just assume last year's donations will be contin-

ued.   

Belong: Bonnie indicated committees are formulating tasks for the 

UUMC Goals/Objectives. The Children’s Ministry is growing.  Committee 

volunteers and Chair are still needed. Health Ministry will be doing 

blood pressure checks again this Sunday, January 17, and every other 

month.  Speaker Cordula Dick-Muelke will be providing a talk on "A 

Faith Based Approach to Successful Aging" on February 20 in the sanc-

tuary. Would be good to have church brochures on the table outside. 

Team will get volunteers to greet. Dates are being set for CPR and AED 

training and Vision/Hearing Screenings. 

Believe: Lois reported that the World Religions class had completed a 

successful class, incorporating Jewish, Buddhist and Hindu speak-

ers.  Pastor Paige, Adrian DeGroot, and John Young worked in partner-

ship with the Newport Mesa Irvine Interfaith Council to identify excel-

lent speakers.  All the adult education classes are doing well. Upcoming 

Lenten dinners will be combined with a Lenten study by Adam Hamil-

ton. Joan is looking for help with the Kid Jam registration position for 

the second, third and fourth Sundays.  Lois will take the first and fifth 

Sundays. There were 21 kids in Kid Jam last Sunday! And Noiseful Joy 

has begun with eight kids! The Believe Speaker Series will present Mike 

Regele January 24 at 4pm in the Fellowship hall. He will talk about what 

inspired him to research and write the book, "Science, Scripture and 

Same-Sex Love.”  UUMC is now enrolled in The Stephen Ministries pro-

gram.  Barbara Doherty & Pastor Paige, as leaders, will be attending the 

leader’s training program presented by Stephen Ministries in Anaheim 

from January 31 - February 6, 2016.  All expenses for the enrollment 

and training have been donated.   

Worship:  Jin noted an upgrade to acolyte technology.  

Be Love:  Outreach Committee reviewed the Goals and Objectives and 

began to design tasks to get 100% of UUMC involved in mission. They 

also planned a sack lunch project for the Santa Ana Armory for Febru-

ary. Mission trips in the planning.  

Operations: Ray indicated that Dennis Kempke is the new Trustees 

chair. He thanked Dennis for clearing some drains in the recent rains to 

prevent flooding and noted that the Allison Hall roof repair patch 

worked and did not let any rainwater in. 

Pastor Paige indicated that UUMC has new Office Administrator, An-

drew Ponder Williams.    

Major Calendar events:  (look to the church bulletin to provide more 

details on more events): 'Heart to Heart' is every other Monday, Messy 

Church is Feb 25,"Faith Based Approach to Successful Aging" discussion 

is Feb 20, Sack lunch packing for the Santa Ana Armory is Feb 21 pm, 

Speaker Shakeel Syed is Mar 13, Easter is Mar 27, Persian Picnic date is 

not yet knows, Ash Wednesday is Feb 10, Quarterly Conference is Feb 

21.                                          

- Brad 

 



18422 Culver Dr                        

Irvine, CA 92612 

 

Worship With Us!   

Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Sanctuary (English language) and in the Fellowship Hall                             

(Korean language) and at 1:00 in Ed-A (Japanese language) 




