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Hello! 
WELCOME TO CHURCH! 
We are truly glad that you are here. You hold in your hands an order of worship. But it is 
much more than that. It is a liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people.” You are invited to 
this work. The work of worship in song, prayer, scripture, confession, and words. The work 
of community life together. The work of being present. The work of going deep. In 
relationship to God and to one another. You will find songs both new and old. Prayers 
ancient and modern. Confessions and creeds. Engaging messages. Family. 

It is the mission of First Miami to see everyone—those who come through our doors every 
week, guests, old friends, Brickell residents and beyond—come to know and love Jesus like 
we do. We strive for authentic community with one another. And we try to make disciples of 
Jesus who gather, worship, serve, learn, heal, and give. With hearts and minds and lives 
open to God’s calling. 

May you find a home with us. May you know God’s grace shining upon you this very 
moment and always. Thank you for joining us today. We look forward to joining you in this 
liturgy. Please visit our Welcome Center in the lobby, download the app, and check out our 
website at firstmiami.org and learn how to get connected. 

WELCOME FAMILIES! 
First Miami is family. You and yours are most welcome. It is our prayer that you will find a 
home in our community whatever your stage of life. Our dynamic KIDS ministry meets 
every Sunday behind the sanctuary with programs for all ages. For everyone’s safety, we 
ask that you accompany your child(ren) to the Sunday school entrance to check-in. If you 
need help finding it, check out our map or find a greeter who will help show you the way.  
Welcome to the family.



GATHER 
PRELUDE 

REFLECTION 
“The incarnate Lord makes his followers the brothers of all 
mankind.” 
  Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

“The Son of God became man to enable men to become the 
sons of God.” 
  C.S. Lewis 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Leader: In John 14:27, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  
   I do not give to you as the world gives.  
   Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 
   As we light our advent candle 
All:    Light of the world, shine on us.  
Leader:   As we prepare for Christmas time 
All:    Light of the world, shine on us. 
Leader:   In this world of pain and darkness, 
All:    Light of the world, shine through us. 
Leader: To all the people who don’t know you, 
All:    Light of the world, shine on us.  
Leader:   Jesus you are coming again, 
All:    Light of the world, shine on us. 
Leader:   In our service here today 
All:    Light of the world, shine through us. 
Leader: Prince of Peace, reveal yourself to us today.  
   We need peace in our lives, our homes, our families, our church, and our   
   whole world.  
   Help us to slow down and seek out the peace you provide,  
    so we may become peacemakers for ourselves and others.  
   In your name, Prince of Peace, we pray. Amen.
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Worship is a unique opportunity.  
It is active participation. It is the 
work of remembering God’s story.  
In song and in scripture. In prayer 
and mediation. Here we meet God 
face to face and celebrate what He 
has done. 

Prepare. Be Still. Quiet your heart. 
Breathe deep. Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Expect miracles.  Listen. 
Reflect on the thoughts printed 
here.  



HYMNS* 
“O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL” 
O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel  
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel.  

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,  
Who ordered all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show,  
And teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind;  
Oh let our sad divisions cease,  
And be Thyself our King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

“GOD WITH US” 
You've come to bring peace, To be love  
To be nearer to us, You’ve come to bring life  
To be light, To shine brighter in us  

Chorus 
Oh Emmanuel, God with us 
Our Deliverer, You are Savior  
In Your presence we find our strength, Over everything  
Our redemption, God with us  
You are God with us 

You've come, To be hope to this world  
For Your honor and name, You’ve come  
To take sin to bear shame, And to conquer the grave 

Chorus 

*Indicates congregation standing, if able
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Singing is bigger than words on a 
page. So make these words your 
words. Belt it out in a sung prayer 
to God. Sing with all your heart.



“COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS” 
Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne.
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CONFESSION 
Leader: O promised Christ, 

All:   We are a world at war. 
   Our peace depends on your coming. 
   We are a sinful people. 
   Our pardon depends on your coming. 
   We are full of good intentions but weak at  
    keeping promises; 
   our only hope of doing God’s will is that you should come  
    and help us do it. 

Leader: Lord Christ, Word made flesh, 
    our world waits for your peace,  
    for your pardon,  
    and for your grace. 
   Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

(moment of silent confession) 

ASSURANCE 

RESPONSIVE PRAISE* 
GLORIA 
Gloria… in excelsis deo 
Gloria… in excelsis deo 

PASSING OF THE PEACE* 

ANTHEM 
“MAY YOU FIND A LIGHT” 
FEATURING THE FIRST MIAMI KIDS CHOIR

F I R S T  M I A M I
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Worship isn’t meant to be in 
isolation– it’s good to know who 
you are sitting next too. Extend a 
hand of friendship and peace to 
those around you.

Christ has given the Church 
authority to declare forgiveness 
of sins in his name. Because of this, 
when the liturgist proclaims that 
your sins are forgiven, you can 
know that Christ agrees.

Because sin is so pervasive in both 
our corporate and individual lives, 
Christians and non-Christians are 
called to come before the Father 
with honesty and transparency, 
confessing our brokenness and 
asking for both forgiveness and 
healing through Jesus Christ… 

As the choir sings, we take this 
moment to prepare our hearts 
for the word and message we are 
about to receive.
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PROCLAIM 
SCRIPTURE 
Isaiah 26:1-6, 12 
In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: 
We have a strong city; 
    God makes salvation 
    its walls and ramparts. 
2 Open the gates 
    that the righteous nation may enter, 
    the nation that keeps faith. 
3 You will keep in perfect peace 
    those whose minds are steadfast, 
    because they trust in you. 
4 Trust in the Lord forever, 
    for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal. 
5 He humbles those who dwell on high, 
    he lays the lofty city low; 
he levels it to the ground 
    and casts it down to the dust. 
6 Feet trample it down— 
    the feet of the oppressed, 
    the footsteps of the poor. 
12 Lord, you establish peace for us; 
    all that we have accomplished you have done for us. 

MESSAGE — “Peace in Our Relationships” 
Peace, Part 3 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Atwood

The Bible is the primary means by 
which God speaks.  We read and 
listen together, building up our 
community in faith.

Not just a teaching for living, this 
is a time when Christ encounters his 
people through his Word.



RESPOND 
OFFERING 

“MIDNIGHT CLEAR” 

DOXOLOGY* 

Your gift is an act of personal 
worship to God in response to His 
grace in your life.  
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Gratitude is where spiritual life 
begins, all with the purpose of 
ultimately glorifying God. We sing 
a short hymn of praise after the 
offering is collected to remind us of 
the reason we are here.
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SEAL 
BAPTISM (11AM) 
Presbyterians describe baptism as a sign and seal of the covenant of 
grace made by God through Jesus and extended to us. In baptism, God 
claims us as beloved children and members of Christ’s body, the church, 
washing us clean from sin as we renounce the power of evil and seek the 
will and way of God. 
GIORGIO VITTORIO DE STEFANO 
Parents: Carmelo & Laura De Stefano 
Godparents:  José Angel Aman & Rosamariana Aman, 
Sarah Numan, & David Jonatan Orozco Lucani 

BAPTISM REMEMBRANCE (6PM) 

APOSTLES CREED 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; 
        He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
        He descended into hell. 
         The third day he rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  
    God the Father almighty. 
        From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 

*”catholic” simply means “universal.” 

When we affirm our faith 
together, it reminds us that we are 
part of an ancient, yet present faith.  
A global, yet personal belief.

“You are defined by what you 
embrace, not what you resist.” 

• Eugene Peterson.  

In baptism, we embrace Christ and 
seek unity with Him and His church 
and believe that in our little 
baptism we participate in Christ’s 
baptism as well—dying to sin and 
rising to new life.



FOLLOW 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
(Details on pages 14 & 15) 

HYMN* 
“O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL” 
O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant,    
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels; 
O come, let us adore Him,     
O come, let us adore Him,     
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation; 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
O come, let us adore Him,     
O come, let us adore Him,     
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,  
born on Christmas morning 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 
O come, let us adore Him,     
O come, let us adore Him,     
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

BLESSING 
Based on Numbers 6:24–26 
The Lord bless you and keep you;  
the Lord make his face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.  Amen. 
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“Church” doesn’t end after an hour 
on Sundays. It begins.

Christ reminds us that we are his 
ambassadors. We are blessed that 
we may bless others. Go into the 
world and worship. Connect.  
Serve. Make disciples. Love. Know 
that you are loved.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
MONDAY- READ LUKE 2:1–7 

REFLECTION 
The text says that Jesus was born in a manger because no proper rooms were available. 
Imagine that: the God of the universe was born and the world was not prepared to 
receive him. Do something practical: make room in your heart today to receive Christ 
and make a practical space in your home so that God may see your house and be 
welcome there. 

PRAY 
God of Space and Time, you entered into our world and our world wouldn’t make 
space and time for you. But today I make space and time for you and invite the good 
news of Christmas into my heart and home. Amen.

TUESDAY- READ LUKE 2:8–14 

REFLECTION 
When the angels appeared to the shepherds they said, “I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people.” When you think of Jesus, does he bring you “great 
joy”? Today spend some time reflecting on ways in which Jesus has brought joy into your 
life. 

PRAY 
God of joy, help me to not forget that the primary thing you bring into the world is 
joy. Grant me today an overwhelming senses of joy knowing that the God of the 
universe loves me. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
WEDNESDAY- READ LUKE 2:15–21 

REFLECTION 
It must have been one of the greatest human experiences to be the mother of God. Mary 
“treasured all these things and pondered them in heart.” Do you think Mary knew that 
one day Jesus would die in front of her and if so do you think she would offer to be the 
mother of God again? 

PRAY 
Almighty God, give me faith like Mary and, like her, the opportunity to serve you in 
an important way. No matter the cost, help me to fully devote myself to you today. 
Amen.

THURSDAY- READ LUKE 2:22–32 

REFLECTION 
What a moving moment! Simeon was waiting, and waiting and when Jesus finally came 
to the temple Simeon “took him in his arms and praised God.” Can you imagine how 
precious that moment was? What is this Christmas that, like Simeon, you are waiting 
for? 

PRAY 
God of Seasons, even in our winters we believe that spring is coming. Please give us 
patience and faith to trust you in our waiting. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
FRIDAY- READ LUKE 2:33–40 

REFLECTION 
The prophecy of Simeon included this: “hearts will be revealed.” Jesus always appeared 
interested in the thing behind the thing—our heart. This Christmas, take some time to 
reflect on what are the things that weigh more heavily on your heart. 

PRAY 
Dear God, you see into my heart and know what weighs me down. Today I lift these 
things up to you and ask that you would enable my heart to beat with joy like the 
shepherds. Amen.

SATURDAY- READ LUKE 2:41–52 

REFLECTION 
If you had a few “free days in the city” and no one knew where you were, what would 
you do? Jesus spends his “free time” in the temple rather than in some arcade or 
bowling alley. Imagine what it would be like to sit directly at Jesus’s feet and ask any 
question you want. Write down what you would ask… 

PRAY 
All-knowing God, I have so many questions. Please hear my questions and prayers 
and respond in a way that I can understand. Give me an open mind and open heart 
to recognize your voice and may your Spirit lead me into all truth. Amen
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UPCOMING EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!)  
Sun, Dec 17 — Christmas Brunch  
Fellowship Hall 
After the 11am service TODAY, join the 
Christmas festivities as you enjoy a 
delicious Christmas brunch with some 
Christmas favorites such as Cornish game 
hen with cornbread stuffing, sweet potato 
gratin, green beans, cranberry sauce, and 
of course, Christmas cookies.  Come to 
the Fellowship Hall for this feast!  
Sun, Dec 17 — Wonderful 
Christmastime 
First Miami Lobby 
Grab an ugly Christmas sweater and join 
the fun TONIGHT at the “Wonderful 
Christmastime” celebration after the 6pm 
service in the First Miami lobby.  Fun 
classic movies will be playing in the as we 
take pictures in the photo booth, drink egg 
nog and cider, and eat plenty of Christmas 
cookies. 

Thur, Dec 21 — Longest Night of the 
Year 
Flagler Chapel 
Not everyone is up and cheery for 
Christmas.  This is a difficult time for 
those of us dealing with loss.  Join us for a 

reflective service, accepting where we 
really are, on Thursday, December 21 at 
8:00pm, the longest night of the year.  

Fri, Dec 22 — Manse Navidad          
Pastor Chris’ home 
Pastor Chris and the Atwood family invite 
you to the church manse for a Christmas 
Party on Friday, December 22 starting at 
7:30pm.  All members, attenders, friends, 
and family are invited to enjoy the season 
together with holiday drinks and food 
while meeting with old friends and new.  
There will be holiday karaoke, Christmas 
games, and Pastor Chris will model his 
favorite ugly sweater.    
Sun, Dec 24 — Christmas Services 
Sanctuary 
This year, there are 3 Communion services 
on Christmas Eve (including Christmas Eve 
morning) with traditional Christmas music, 
readings, candlelight, and snow!  Come to 
either the 11am, 6pm, or 11pm services.  
Volunteer to help at one of the services at 
firstmiami.org/volunteer. 
Sun, Feb 11 — Congregational 
Meeting 
Save the date! 

CHURCH CALENDAR                                                               firstmiami.org/calendar                                                    
SUN 

17
MON 

18
TUE 

19
WED 

20
THURS 

21
FRI 

22
SAT 

23

10am PRAYER 
MEETING 

11am WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

11:15am 
CHRISTMAS 
BRUNCH 

6pm WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

7:15pm 
WONDERFUL 
CHRISTMASTIME

12pm 
CONTEMPLAIVE 
PRAYER 

4:30 ENGLISH & 
SPANISH MOPS 

8pm AA 
MEETING

6pm CREATIVE 
ARTS & 
WORSHIP 

7.15pm BIBLE 
STUDY

8pm AA 
MEETING 

8pm LONGEST 
NIGHT OF THE 
YEAR

8pm MANSE 
NAVIDAD

7pm AA 
MEETING 
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MINISTRIES OF FIRST MIAMI
Bible Study 

Grow deeper in your faith and connect 
with a spiritual community during the 
week by coming to Bible Study on each 
Wednesday at 7:15pm led by Pastor Chris. 

Children’s Ministry 

There are regular programs designed for 
kids and their parents including MOPS 
(Mother’s of Preschoolers), Parents’ Night 
Out, and special events during and after 
services.  To find a list of all the 
opportunities, visit our website. 
firstmiami.org/kids 
Mission 

There are opportunities to serve our 
community (locally and internationally) 
happening all the time.  Check out our 
website to find the latest opportunities 
and to register to help.         
firstmiami.org/ministries/mission  
Small Groups 
Join a small group of men or women who 
meet regularly, following the core 
Christian practices together. Groups meet 

at different times and places throughout 
the city.  anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Volunteer 

Have an untapped talent or willingness to 
serve?  We need your help in the following 
areas: greeting/ushering, Worship Tech, 
Children’s Ministry, Fellowship event 
planning and decorating, and more!  Fill 
out a Connect Card and check “volunteer” 
or go online for complete list.         
firstmiami.org/volunteer 

Prayer & Support  

If you  have a prayer need or you need 
assistance, fill out a “Connect Card” in the 
pew or write an email to the church office  
info@firstmiami.org.  A time of prayer is 
also held each Sunday at 10am. 

Follow Us 

Keep up with everything that is happening 
around First Miami by connecting with us 
through our Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 
feed @firstmiamipres.  Also, download our 
app by searching “First Miami Presbyterian” 
on your mobile device.   

FIRST MIAMI CONTACTS:
Pastor Chris Atwood, Pastor     pastorchris@firstmiami.org 

John Hardt, Worship Director    john.hardt@firstmiami.org 

Carolina Modenessy, Children’s Ministry Director  kids@firstmiami.org  

Martin Mola, Property Manager    martin.mola@firstmiami.org 

Anna E. Rosas, Covenant Life Director   anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Jenn Atwood, Communications Director   jenn.atwood@firstmiami.org 

Natalie Rowe, Church Administrator   natalie.rowe@firstmiami.org 

Amarilis Betancourt, Receptionist    info@firstmiami.org 



CHURCH MAP 
Our Church has two distinct sections: the sanctuary & chapel in the front, and the 
Children’s wing & Fellowship hall in the back.  On Sundays, people are encouraged to 
enter either from the side entrances or the front entrances.  The parking lot is 
available during the worship services. 

First Miami Kids  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Sunday School program 

Sanctuary  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Worship Service 

Flagler Chapel 
Sundays @ 6:00pm 
Worship Service 

Fellowship Hall 
Various Events 

Attendance for week of November 19:  
11 AM Service: 257 
6 PM Service: 36 
Total YTD Budgeted Giving: $393,348.00 
Total YTD Actual Giving: $322,546.21 

Address ✦ 609 Brickell Ave. Miami, FL  33131 |  Phone ✦  305.371.3439 
Web ✦ www.firstmiami.org  |  Email ✦ info@firstmiami.org 

First Miami Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).


