
 

We are praying for new churches in these San Francisco and San Mateo 
County  neighborhoods, towns and cities that need new churches. 

San Francisco and the Peninsula  
S   

City of San Francisco 
 
San Francisco/ Bay View Hunter’s Point/ Candlestick 
Park was home to the contaminated and poverty stricken 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard. It is being replaced with 
one of the largest development projects ever in the city of 
San Francisco, including 10,500 homes, 2.7 million 
square feet of commercial space and a million more of 
retail space, a performing arts theater and an artists’ 
colony. The project also includes waterfront parks, 
promenades, plazas, overlooks and play areas. In 2010, 
Bayview-Hunters Point (ZIP 94124) had a population of 
34,000 Census data showed that it is 32% African-
American, 31% Asian, 12% White, and 25% Latino. Both 
an English speaking multiethnic church and a Chinese 
Church are needed. 
 
San Francisco/ Park Merced (population 9,000) is the 
second-largest single-owner neighborhood of apartment 
blocks west of the Mississippi River. There is a 
community master plan that will quadruple the population 
over twenty years. Density here is over 18,000/ square 
mile, and almost half of the population is foreign born. 
Approximately half of Park Merced’s residents are white, 
though many of these are Russian born. There is also a 
very large Asian population in Park Merced and many 
San Francisco State University students live here, as well. 
It is possible that a church in Daly City could reach into 
Park Merced, form a nucleus from residents there, and 
initiate another church planting project. 

 

San Francisco’s Dog Patch 
neighborhood is bordered by 
Mariposa- 23rd street - 280- Caesar 
Chavez and the waterfront. It also 
includes the Lower Mission Bay 
region of San Francisco. Dogpatch is 
part of the greater 3rd Street corridor 
renewal taking place. This 
community attracts artists to live-
work space condos, and its proximity 
to South Park makes it a new tech 
gulch. A church here could also 
reach the lower Mission Bay region 
where much new growth is 
happening, and includes housing for 
medical students from three new 
hospitals there. 
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San Mateo County (The Peninsula) 

 
The San Francisco Baby Boomers 
population is quite large. There are 
150,000 between 50 and 65 years old, 
(18% of SF) or 97,000 between 55 and 
65 (12%). Also, 13.6% of San Francisco 
is over 65. This generation is still largely 
unchurched in San Francisco, and a 
strategy is needed to reach them for 
Christ and to start churches among them.  

 
The Castro, San Francisco is the focal 
point GLBT peoples in San Francisco, 
but also one of the whole United States. 
There are 94,000 GLBT individuals 
living in San Francisco.  Many are baby 
boomer age and have lived in San 
Francisco’s Castro for decades, but there 
is also a large, very alternative 
population of younger GLBT persons. A 
church is needed that may not necessarily 
be only for this demographic, but that 
intentionally tries to reach them. 

 

 
There are around 7,500 Muslims in San Francisco. There 
are four mosques, each of which reaches many cultures and 
nationalities of Muslims. Immigrants from Yemen built one 
of these mosques, and there are several Yemeni restaurants 
nearby. The sizable Muslim population is also indicated 
because of the numerous halal restaurants and food 
markets in the city. Many are South Asians, and the largest 
number of foreign-born Muslims in the Bay Area are from 
Pakistan. Churches and individuals are starting to connect 
with the Yemenis here, but there is a need to evangelize 
and start churches among all Muslim groups. There is 
also a growing Islamic population in the Westlake area 
of Daly City. 

 

San Francisco’s OMI neighborhood (Oceanview, Merced 
Heights, Ingleside) is an extremely unevangelized working 
class community of San Francisco with around 45,000 
residents. It features one of the highest populations of seniors, 
and is one of the most ethnically diverse areas in the City, but 
is growing more Asian. It is also one of the lowest per capita 
income neighborhoods, with one of the highest populations of 
children and youth, and one of the highest rates of 
homeownership in SF. It is also home to City College, a two 
year college serving 90,000 students each year. There is a 
potential planter for this region. It could use a multicultural 
and a pan Asian church.  

North Beach, San Francisco is colorful and historic. This 
neighborhood has been the home to the Barbary Coast 
Pirates, the Beat Generation arts community, and Little Italy. 
North Beach hosts a vibrant restaurant, coffee shop and bar 
scene. The Italian population had been shrinking for several 
decades, but recently, young Italian families are once again 
populating North Beach. Because North Beach borders 
Chinatown, in some places of this zip code, there are many 
Chinese. Many San Franciscans work in this neighborhood, 
but do not live here. Since North Beach is their second 
neighborhood, they may be willing to come back into the 
community to attend a church. 
  
Chinatown San Francisco is home to many long time 
residents, most of whom are Cantonese speaking from Hong 
Kong and the Guangdong Province of China. Many newer 
immigrants from China are culturally different than older 
waves of Chinese. We need new churches to reach them, and 
also need to explore the Mandarin speaking main land 
Chinese community there. A strategy is also needed to reach 
tourist shop owners and restaurant workers that are usually 
working at the times when church services are traditionally 
held. There is also a growing number of main land Chinese in 
San Francisco’s Tenderloin neighborhood.  
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San Carlos (population 28,800) and Belmont 
(population 26,000) are small, affluent cities on the San 
Francisco Peninsula, midway between San Francisco 
and San Jose. They are mostly residential communities 
with median annual incomes of over $100,000. San 
Carlos is slightly more affluent than Belmont. The 
median age in San Carlos is 43, and in Belmont 45. San 
Carlos is around eighty percent Caucasian, and Belmont 
is two thirds Caucasian, but a church that reaches these 
two cities would hopefully reach all ethnicities there. 
One church could be started to reach both cities and then 
multiply to start a second congregation. 
 

The cities of Daly City and South San Francisco in 
northern San Mateo County need at least three churches. 
Daly City, with a population of over 101,000, is 56% 
Asian and 27% White. The largest Asian group is 
Filipino (35,000) and the second largest is Chinese 
(16,000).  Adjacent South San Francisco’s population is 
64,000. It is 37% white and 37% Asian. Filipinos are the 
largest Asian group in South San Francisco (11,000). An 
Anglo led multi-ethnic church, a Pan Asian church, a 
Filipino church and possibly a Chinese church are 
needed. 
 

The city of San Bruno, on the San Francisco Peninsula, 
adjacent to San Francisco International Airport has a 
population of 41,000. It is 36% non-Hispanic white, 
29% Hispanic, and 25% Asian. A multiethnic English 
speaking church is needed. Another point to note: While 
there are 10,000 Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders in San 
Mateo county, over half of them live in San Bruno. This 
may be a good place to host a church for these people 
groups. There is also much new construction near 
Tanforan Mall, San Bruno’s regional shopping center. 
 

Russian Hill is an iconic and historic 
neighborhood of 14,000 located on one of San 
Francisco’s 44 hills. It is directly north of Nob 
Hill, south of Fisherman’s Wharf (which includes 
a neighborhood that may be reached together with 
Russian Hill), and west of North Beach. Pacific 
Heights and the Marina districts also border it. 
The area includes several popular tourist 
attractions and many cafes. It hosts a large 
population of young singles who live in 
apartments or share homes, but also has its share 
of wealthy estates. 
  
The Portola neighborhood of San Francisco, 
population 13,000 is approximately half Asian 
(mostly Chinese, but is also quite multi-ethnic. 
This affordable neighborhood is located in the 
southeastern area of San Francisco between 
Bernal Heights and Bayview. Portola is bordered 
on the east by the 101 freeway, and on the north 
by the 280. It may be reached together with the 
newer but demographically similar Bayview 
neighborhood of Portola Place, which replaced a 
large brewery that operated there at one time. 
Sometimes Portola Place is called the only true 
suburb within the city of San Francisco. 
  
 
 

Millbrae (population 21,500) and Burlingame 
(population 28,800) are located just south of San 
Francisco and west of San Francisco International 
Airport on the peninsula. Together, the two cities 
comprise only around ten square miles. Burlingame is 
the more affluent of the two cities, but a new church 
may be able to reach both with a second site added later. 
Imagine a few multi-ethnic English speaking churches in 
this area that would also be willing to reach into the city 
of San Francisco to start new churches. There is a 
notable amount of new housing construction nearby at 
the BART station (Bay Area Rapid Transportation).   

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
The coastal towns of Moss Beach (population 1,900), Montara (2,900) and El Granada (5,600), could all be 
reached with one Anglo- English speaking church. Median household income is over $100,000 in each of 
these places, with Montara being the wealthiest. Median age in each is from 38-40. Princeton by the Sea, 
directly south of these towns is an unincorporated community of 300 where the Mavericks surfing competition 
takes places each year. It is not much like the other three cities, but could be reached by planting a church in 
one of these other towns. 
 
Redwood City The population of this peninsula city is 75,000. Over a third of the population is Hispanic, but 
most of the rest are Caucasian. The downtown area of Redwood City has been thoroughly renovated in recent 
years, and supports a growing technology gulch as a part of the expanding Silicon Valley. It is this new part of 
Redwood City that a new church is needed. 

San Gregorio (population 300) La 
Honda (900) Loma Mar (100) and 
Pescadero, (600) are small, scenic 
communities in the southern coastal part 
of San Mateo County, all of which need 
churches. It is possible that either one 
bivocational circuit rider type planter, or 
a team of lay-people could start a network 
of small indigenous churches to reach 
these places. With the exception of 
Pescadero, these census-designated 
communities are primarily white. 
Pescadero, a farming community, is over 
half Hispanic. Pescadero is also the hub of 
most of the activity for these small south 
coastal places, known for forests of coastal 
redwoods and ferns. 
 
Foster City, an affluent city on the 
peninsula in San Mateo County has a 
population of 35,000.  It is a relatively 
new city, a planned community that 
was founded in the 1960s. 
Approximately 15,000 of these are 
white, and 13,000 are Asian. Half of 
the Asians are Chinese, and the rest 
represent various Asian groups. 
Foster city is often listed by several 
magazines as one of the best cities to 
live in America, and it is also one of 
the nation’s safest cities. It is 
considered part of the Silicon Valley 
because of both the kinds of 
businesses located there and its 
proximity to other tech gulch cities. 


