31
2-4pm Prayer
Shawl

24
Children’s
Christmas Pageant
8am UMM Breakfast
5pm Christmas Eve
Service

17
Christmas Cantata
4pm Pearls of Grace
5pm Finance
Meeting

10
3pm Mission Mtg.

3
11:45am Churchwide Covered Dish
Luncheon

Sun

19
7pm MUMS
Christmas Pageant
7pm Scouts
26
7pm Scouts

18
1-3pm Newcomers
Knitters Room 212

25
Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

Jan 1

12
7pm Helping Hands
7pm Scouts

5
10am Esther Circle
5:30pm Vision Team
7pm Scouts

4
1-3pm Newcomers
Knitters Room 212

11

Tue

Mon

7
7pm Scouts

14
7pm MUMS Christmas
Pageant in Sanctuary
21
7pm Scouts

28

13
10am Morning Glories
6pm Mebane Ringers
7pm Worship Team
7:30pm Cantata
Rehearsal
20
10am Morning Glories
6pm Mebane Ringers
7pm Worship Team
7:30pm Chancel Choir
27
10am Morning Glories
6pm Mebane Ringers
7pm Worship Team
7:30pm Chancel Choir

Thu

6
10am Morning Glories
6pm Mebane Ringers
7pm Worship Team
7:30pm Cantata
Rehearsal

Wed

29

22

15

8

1
7pm DT Christmas
Parade
Youth Lock-In after
Parade

Fri

Sat

30
10am AA Meeting

23
10am AA Meeting

16
9am Sandwich
Ministry
10am AA Meeting

9
10am AA Meeting

2
10am AA Meeting
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VISION: Mebane United Methodist Church is a community of the faithful who:
Gathers to worship God.
Nurtures one another in the love of Jesus Christ.
Serves God and others in word and deed.

PASTOR’S CORNER

Readings for
December
Old Testament
Daniel 7:9-14
Isaiah 40:1-11
Isaiah 61:1-11
1 Samuel 1:9-18
Exodus 13:1-9
New Testament
Mark 13:24-28
Mark 1:1-8
John 1:19-28
Luke 1:26-38
Luke 2:22-35

“Mary Found Favour in the Lord”
“26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from
God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 27 To a virgin espoused
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And the angel came in unto her, and said,
Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art
thou among women.” Luke 1:26-28 (KJV) Mary finding favour in the
Lord according to Luke was a great moment in history and humankind. However, many Christians young in the faith ask me about Mary
and the word favour in the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke. These
questions are usually asked during this season as we celebrate Jesus’
birth on Christmas Day: How does Mary’s favour impact the Old and
New Testaments? What does the word favour truly means in Hebrew,
Greek? How is it defined in Webster’s Dictionary? How has God favoured us today, because of Mary?
First, the favour impact is greatly noticed in the Old and New
Testaments. When we survey the Holy Bible for the word favour it appears in the Old Testament in more than seventeen books and in only
two books in the New Testament. The word favour was associated many
times with direct communication or a message from God’s Spiritual
mouth. Sometimes He used angels to deliver His word. When God spoke
in the Holy Bible usually something large and unprecedented followed.
An example of this is the visit of the three angels who came to Abraham
in the plains of Mamre to tell him of God’s promised birth of Isaac,
Abraham’s son. In Genesis 18:3 Abraham said “. . . My Lord, if now
I have found favor in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, for thy
servant.” (KJV) Another example of favour impact is Daniel 1:9 where
we read, “Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love
with the prince of the eunuchs.“ (KJV) Here God found favour in
young Daniel and the Hebrew boys - Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
- and saved them from the evil king.
Second, what does this word favour really means? The word
favour in Hebrew means kindness to an inferior, being gracious, pleasant, precious, merciful, and to show acceptance. In Greek, favour means
Cont. on next page

December 3

December 10

December 17

Altar Guild

Pamela Smith

Pamela Smith

Pamela Smith

Pamela Smith

Pamela Smith

Counters

Bernice Wilson &
Ben Saunders

BJ Smith &
David Weislak

Pam Saunders &
Kevin Matthews

Bernice Wilson &
Ben Saunders

Ushers

Warren Hook
Bennie Morris
Jackson Stokes
Patrick Stokes

Warren Hook
Bennie Morris
Jackson Stokes
Patrick Stokes

Warren Hook
Bennie Morris
Jackson Stokes
Patrick Stokes

Warren Hook
Bennie Morris
Jackson Stokes
Patrick Stokes

Warren Hook
Bennie Morris
Jackson Stokes
Patrick Stokes

Greeters

Richard & Renee
LaBennett

Richard & Renee
LaBennett

Richard & Renee
LaBennett

Richard & Renee
LaBennett

Richard & Renee
LaBennett

Lector

David Weislak

Susie Sanford

Ted Zeller

Ryan Kerins (10:30)
Sherri Seagroves
(5:00)

David Weislak

Acolytes/
Crucifiers

Norah & Evan
Harbold

TBA

TBA

TBA

TBA

A Time with
Young
Disciples

Children’s Choir

Annette Wright

Willie Tart

Children’s
Christmas Pageant

Hannah Squires

Noah’s Ark

Stacy Kerins

Joan Henderson

No Noah’s Ark

No Noah’s Ark

No Noah’s Ark

Altar
Flowers

Mums

Greenery

Poinsettias

Poinsettias

Sherri Seagroves

Aaron OR Ashley
Woodlief & ?

December 24 December 31

MUMC is going to begin having
greeters every Sunday. Please contact
Tammy Matthews if you are interested
in serving. Thank you!

Kate Guerra
Judy Merritt
Donna Dodson
Brad Miesner
Laura Andrews
John Payne
Mary Spradlin
Carolyn Bell
Peggy Hill
Natalie Herman
Donny Terrell
Grayson Coleman
Paul Cooper
Grace Jones
Aubrey Gray
Emilia Henderson
Douglas Smith
Gloria Glenn
Joseph Belangia
Amy Grener
Wayne Holden
Jean Bartis
Benners Harrison

December 1
December 2
December 3
December 3
December 4
December 8
December 8
December 11
December 11
December 14
December 15
December 16
December 18
December 19
December 22
December 23
December 25
December 26
December 27
December 27
December 29
December 31
December 31

We will be collecting
a love offering for our staff
Christmas bonuses
between
December 1st and
December 18th.

being gracious in manner, the divine influence upon the heart, and a gift from God. Furthermore,
Random House Webster’s College Dictionary defines favour as something done or granted out of
goodwill, rather than from justice or for payment, a kind act, friendly or well-disposed regard, etc.
Moreover, we must know immediately that Mary was not the first to find favour or the last.
Finally, how is God’s favour with us today, because of Mary? It was in the New Testament
when the miracle happened like this, “30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary; for thou
hast found favor with God. 31 And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a
son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his Father David: 33 And he shall reign
over the house of Jacob forever;” Luke 1:30-33a. (KJV) Because of Mary’s humble and submissive spirit she brought forth a miracle, and this was unprecedented. Mary helped us all, especially the
followers and believers in the Immaculate Conception and those who celebrate, honor, and respect
Christmas -- the First Noel. We, as Christian believers, also receive favour from God.
Merry Christmas

The Church Office will be closed
on Monday, December 25th in
observance of Christmas and
Monday, January 1st in
observance of New Year’s Day

Pastor Johnnie L. Wright, II

New Members:
Roxie Loudenslager
Mike, Nikki & Abigail Viola

Tithing and Giving
There are many ways to tithe at MUMC and the Finance Committee has tried to make it as seamless
as possible. Here are a few options:

GIFTS WE HAVE
RECEIVED
In Memory of Bob Hupman:
Peg Kueider
In Honor of BJ Smith:
Esther Circle

Christian Sympathy to the
family of Ms. Sarah Jarvis.
Ms. Jarvis’ aunt, Mrs.
Millie Joyce passed away
on November 26, 2017.
Christian Sympathy to the family of Mr. Guy
Hunker. Mr. Hunker’s mother, Mrs. Beverly
Szymanski, passed away on November 17,
2017.

•You are welcome to place your donation in the offering plate on Sundays
•Scan the QR code on the bulletin
•Deliver it to our secretary throughout the week
•Set up an online payment through our church website
http://MebaneUMC.com
Click Donate in the tool bar
Click Make a Donation (green button)
Follow prompts
Online payments can be set up for a one-time payment or recurring to draft out of your account on the
schedule that suits you. The online payment program is through Vanco and they work with thousands
of churches and are considered a preferred vendor through the Methodist Church.

Angel Tree Instructions
This year, instead of asking members to purchase
individual poinsettias, the Worship Committee will
decorate the church with two large poinsettias (and
several small ones in the narthex) to be paid from
the Worship Committee budget. We are asking for
donations to the Good Samaritan Fund. These
funds can then be used to help those in need during
the holidays and throughout the winter. A donation
of $20 is suggested, but you may choose any
amount that you feel comfortable giving. Please fill out the form to designate the
person you want to memorialize or honor. Place the form in the offering plate or
turn in to the church office by Monday, December 11th. The dedications will be
printed in a special insert in the bulletins on both December 17th and the 24th.

Deadline is Monday, December 11th.
(Please circle either in Honor or Memory and please print clearly)
In Honor / Memory of:_____________________________________
Given by: _______________________________________________
In Honor / Memory of:_____________________________________
Given by: _______________________________________________
In Honor / Memory of:_____________________________________
Given by: _______________________________________________
In Honor / Memory of:_____________________________________
Given by: _______________________________________________

The Angel Tree ornaments are one color per family
and list a needed gift on the back. Please choose
ornaments from the tree and purchase the gifts
described on them. Wrap the gifts and place the
ornament on the outside of the package so we can
identify what’s inside and who it is for. Gift cards
may be placed into an envelope with ornament
attached. Gifts may be placed on the altar on
Sunday or brought to the church office during the week between the hours of
9am-1pm. Please return wrapped gifts no later than Sunday, December 17th,
with the ornament tag taped to the gift. If you have any questions, please call
Stan Harbold @ 919-923-7047.
God bless you for blessing others this Christmas!
Saturday Sandwich Ministry
On behalf of our Saturday Sandwich Ministry, we would like to thank you for your
faithful gifts of resources and time. You have generously provided donations of
peanut butter and jam. You have come with willing hands to work and fellowship
early on Saturday mornings. We are truly humbled by your stewardship and want you
to know that this ministry cannot happen without you!
Recently, we have changed our schedule and will now be preparing these lunches on
the third Saturday of the month at 9 AM in the Fellowship Hall. The presence of
all ages (children, youth, and adults) working together has been a blessing in and of
itself and has made quick work of this effort. What a joy it is to watch the children’s
energy and the faithfulness of young people joining the adults to make this happen!
Our next mission opportunity will be December 16, 2017, at 9 AM. The new dates
for 2018 will soon be posted on the Mission Bulletin Board just outside of Pastor
Johnnie’s office. Please mark your calendars and plan to join us.
As we prepare for the New Year we would welcome your
contributions of peanut butter (creamy) and grape jam (jam for
ease of spreading). Please continue to provide us with these gifts
as well as your support of prayer and time—we need them all to
accomplish this outreach!
Allison Weislak & Libby Born
Participate today in our Electronic Giving program.
Simply scan the QR code with your smart phone and follow the directions on the screen. Mebane UMC
now accepts electronic donations directly from your savings/checking accounts (EFT) or from
your credit or debit card. Don’t have a smart phone? You can still participate by going on line
at www.mebaneumc.com and clicking the “Give Online” button on the home page. It’s fast
and it’s easy. If you have questions, please stop by the office.

“Women At Work Making A Difference”
Monthly Meeting Schedule

Mebane United Methodist Youth
Christmas Eve Luminaries

To brighten our path to church this Christmas Eve, our youth will be building and lighting
Luminaries. Each luminary will be placed in memory or in honor of someone who has
touched your life. We ask for a $10 donation per luminary, all proceeds of the Luminary
Project will be used to fund youth projects in 2018. Please fill out the form below and place it
along with your donation in the offering plate or the church office. Please make checks
payable to Mebane United Methodist Church with “Youth Luminary” in the memo line.
A list will be placed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.

Deadline is Wednesday, December 20th.
(Please circle either in Honor or Memory and please print clearly)
In Honor / Memory of:_____________________________________
Given by: _______________________________________________
In Honor / Memory of:_____________________________________
Given by: _______________________________________________
In Honor / Memory of:_____________________________________
Given by: _______________________________________________
In Honor / Memory of:_____________________________________
Given by: _______________________________________________
Thank you for giving the gift of light this Christmas
BACKPACK MINISTRY
For the month of December, our pantry could currently use:







Instant Oatmeal~box of 10
2 cans of Chicken Noodle soup
Mixed fruit
Pinto Beans~1 lb. dried
Can of beans or pasta (example, Spaghetti-O’s)
Nabs

These items can be left in the hall near the church office. Please see Ryan or Stacy Kerins
with any questions. Thank you! Ryan

Esther Circle
Helping Hands
Pearls of Grace in the parlor
Covenant Circle

Tuesday, December 5 @ 10am
Tuesday, December 12 @ 7pm
Sunday, December 17 @ 4pm
Dates/Times TBA

PLEASE READ!
Ministry Resource Council Moment
Please note the following church activities that will be
underway in the next two months and mark your calendars:
*December ~ Missions Committee—Angel Tree
*December 3 ~ Church-wide Covered Dish/Potluck Christmas Luncheon @ 11:45am
*December 16 ~ Saturday Sandwich Ministry @ 9:00am
*December 17 ~ Christmas Cantata @ 10:30am
*December 19 ~ MUMS Christmas Program @ 7:00pm
*December 24 ~ Children’s Christmas Pageant @ 10:30am
*December 24 ~ Christmas Eve Worship Service @ 5:00pm
As always, the MRC appreciates your continuing support!
Libby Born, MRC Chair

Altar Flowers
Youth Calendar
Friday December 1 Youth lock-in
Sunday December 3 - No youth
Sunday December 10 - Regular youth
Sunday December 17 - Regular youth
Sunday December 24 - No youth - Christmas
break
Sunday December 31 - No youth - Christmas
break

There is a sign up sheet
outside the office on the
bulletin board for 2018
altar flowers.
Please make sure to include beside
your name and date, a good
telephone number where you can be
reached.

A

NOTE

From Sue
Carry the Light of the World to All We See...
"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" ~Romans
6:23
And so the EXCITEMENT begins...the shelves in our local big box stores are filled with every kind
of holiday wrapped candies - long before the Thanksgiving feast arrives, Christmas trees are on full
display, outdoor lighting begins to fill communities, advertisements on the television are enticing
families to stock up on their children's gifts while they are having the best sale of the year, and the
mentality of running out of time to get 'everything' done takes ahold of daily living...'tis the season,
right?
What is all of this excitement really about? Oh, I know - it is about seeing just how many shiny
wrapped presents might be waiting for us - will they be big, will they be small, how will they sound
when we shake the box? Or actually - it is about getting the best deal of the year, because it is the
only time of the year where that one thing you have got to buy will be at the price being offered. No,
I am wrong, it has to be that moment when you get to open that fabulous green and red bag, with the
deliciousness that only holiday Reese's Peanut Butter Cups can provide - that's it!!
All of that sounds a bit funny, correct? And yet, that is how we tend to live our lives...for the once a
year race of getting through the retail journey towards Christmas.
"For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace." ~Isaiah 9:6
If you know Christ, you have already been given the most perfect and greatest gift of all times. It was
not wrapped in the shiniest of papers underneath a tree, it was not given with pomp and circumstance,
it did not even cost you a penny...it was given freely and without any strings attached...you were
given the gift of everlasting life!! This Christmas, do not hoard this gift, do not keep this gift to yourself, do not wrap this gift in expensive packaging...testify to others what you have been given...give
them the gift of that tiny little baby, who was born in a manger to one day grow up and save us all!

Please join the Chancel Choir on
December 17th, 2017
Morning Worship Service
10:30 a.m.
as they share through word and song the story of the birth of Jesus Christ.
"The First Noel, Celebrating the Birthday of a King",
is a joyous musical work,
that we hope will touch the hearts of all who are able to be present.

