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Do you have one copy of this book at your home? If not, please pick one up the next 
time you are at church (at the Welcome Center, outside of the Sanctuary or in the church   
office)  OR find it on your favorite e-reader. 
 
WHY? Because we want every household to read this daily devotional book with 
your whole family. Read it together and talk each day about what the message means to 
each of you.  Our Stewardship campaign this year is a whole church, every age study.  
The children and youth will have pledge cards, developed for their age level, similar to 
the adult cards.   We want our children thinking about having a generous heart, now! 
 
Sunday School classes, WNL classes, and other small groups will be discussing this 
book and its teachings. Please try to come to either a Sunday School class or WNL to 
share and to listen to thoughts, ideas, and changes inspired by the readings. 
 

 
Youôve  seen this heart symbol before.  What has the heart got to do with  a  
stewardship campaign? EVERYTHING! Practicing Extravagant Generosity is 
about giving from the heart.  Itôs about making decisions from the heart about 
what is going to be most important in your life and the way you use your           
Presence, Gifts, Service, and Witness é. Listen to your heart as you study this 
devotional book. 
 
 
September 4th is the date to START using the devotional book with your family.  
The first classes and discussions will be on September 10th.  Below is the schedule for the readings and            
discussions: 

Sept. 4th Begin reading and continue daily until finishing on Oct. 1st 
Sept. 10th Discussion of week 1 readings 
Sept. 13th WNL discussion of week 1 readings 
Sept. 17th Discussion of week 2 readings 
Sept. 20th WNL discussion of week 2 readings 
Sept. 24th Discussion of week 3 readings 
Sept. 27th WNL discussion of week 3 readings 
Oct. 1st Discussion of week 4 readings 
Oct. 4th WNL discussion of week 4 readings 
Oct. 8th Commitment Sunday 

  

Extravagant Generosity  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

      
      

      
      

PAGE 2    CONNECTING  (CONNECT  WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER) 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

SPECIAL  POINTS  OF INTEREST : 

Sept. Birthdays  2 
WNL* Meals & Classes 3-5 
Family Campout  6 
Fall Festival  6 
Everything Kids Sunday  7 
  School    7 
Real Discipleship Survey 8 
Weekday School Ministry 9 

Caring for the Caregiver   9 
Iron Man Eric  10 
Garden Work Days  11 
Food Pantry  11 
Ladies Who Lunch  11 
Primetimers  12 
Families Moving Forward 12 
Barrels Of Joy  12 
Music Notes  13-14 
Worship Servants  15 
 

Acolyte Training/Meeting 15 
Sunday Morning Worship 16 
Special Worship Services 16 
Blessing of the Animals 17 
Thank You   18 
Financials  19 
Nursery Ministry/Acolyte 20 
Altar Guild  20 
Trustees   20 
Lay Assistants   21 
   

 
Carl Chelette   09/01 
Payne Swenson  09/01 
Grayson Byerly  09/03 
Corey Copley   09/03 
Wanda Crutchfield  09/03 
Harper Johnson  09/03 
Regina Carver   09/05 
Alison Andrews  09/06 
Hudson Brown  09/06 
Kelley Gauger   09/06 
Martha Payne   09/06 
Randy Lowans  09/07 
Petra Taylor   09/08 
Matt Gauger   09/09 
Katie Hammer   09/11 
Emily Wike   09/11 
Davis Brown   09/12 
Eliza Brown   09/12 
Paula Alford   09/13 
Susan Leonard   09/13 
Cynthia Bell   09/14 
Mary Beth Cole  09/15 
Scott Falise   09/15 
Daniel Swenson  09/15 
Anne Bowman  09/16 
Donna Deck   09/16 
Connie Drake   09/16 
Emily Moser   09/16 
Karsyn Roberts  09/16 
Matthew Vincent  09/16 
Gary James   09/19 
Sam Panza   09/19 
Jerry Alford   09/20 
Jane Bahor   09/20 
Michelle Honeycutt  09/20 
Carla Neal   09/20 

Kevin Parham   09/20 
Sarah Upchurch  09/20 
Lou Ann Martin-Rogers 09/21 
Michael Upchurch  09/21 
Wendie Anderson  09/22 
Heather Mitchell  09/22 
John Sanders Jr  09/22 
Charles Andrews  09/23 
JC Berini   09/23 
Richard Low   09/23 
Steve Smith   09/23 
Preston Verble   09/23 
Pam Collier   09/24 
Sophia Sarmiento  09/24 
Lauren Stewart  09/26 
Cathy Chappell  09/27 
Kaylee Eckhoff  09/27 
Larry Bowen   09/28 
Samantha Elder  09/28 
April Perry   09/28 
Richard Kane   09/29 
David Shaffer   09/29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

Join us on Wednesday evenings starting on September 
13th. We will meet together for a meal at 5:30 pm and 
then break into various class opportunities for children, 
youth, and adults. The cost for a meal is $6.50 per adult 
and $3.50 youth (through 5th grade), or $20 per family 
max.  

One of the things we need for our Wednesday night 
meals is groups willing to be responsible to be the        
dinner host for specific evenings.   

It is a wonderful way to raise a little money for your  
favorite mission area, and it provides a much needed 
and very welcomed service to your church family.  Itôs 

also a fun way to build community within your own small group. Please contact Barbara Atkinson at 
habnc@hotmail.com or 919-638-5711 to schedule a date for your group.   The best dates ï and menus - go 
fast, so call soon !   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE CLASSES 

Our fall season of classes will continue through November 15th. Nursery will be provided for infants and 
toddlers. Please see below for class descriptions.  

 

CHILDRENôS MUSIC AND WORSHIP ARTS * LED BY NAN DE ANDRADE 

All of our children from preschool age all the way through 5th grade are invited to participate in these special 
activities on Wednesday Night. These will include singing and preparing music to sing in worship, and will 
also touch on various arts including painting, puppets, bells, drama, gardening, and other engaging activities. 
There is always a lot of variety and fun!             (continues on page 4-5) 
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Returns Wed. 
9/13 13th  

WNL Menus  

9/13             Haiti Mission Tean           Taco Bar, Beans, Chips & Salsa, Dessert 

9/20             Backpack Ministry             

9/27             Choir                              



 

 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE * LED BY MARY TAYLOR AND 
APRIL TWINE 
SEPT. 13TH  -  NOV. 15TH    
ROOM 202 IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER  
WHAT IS IT?  Financial Peace University (FPU) is a 9-lesson, money   
management course taught by America's most trusted financial guru, Dave 
Ramsey. Dave and his teaching team will walk you through the basics of 
budgeting, dumping debt, planning for the future, and much more.  

THIS IS A  LIFE-CHANGING COURSE ! YOU CAN FINALLY HAVE ñFINANCIAL PEACE.ò  

 

EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY * LED BY JUDY ALFORD  
SEPT. 13TH  - OCT. 4TH     
ROOM 210 IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
How does our relationship with God shape our views about money? How does 
our giving affect our relationship to God? How does God use our giving to 
change us? Experience afresh the joy of serving God through generosity. This 
study coincides with our 2018 stewardship program.   

You are invited over these 4 weeks to join in brief daily readings and weekly discussions with everyone else at 
Aldersgate UMC. Each reading prepares us to understand more clearly the ówhyô of Christian giving and to de-
velop a common language and theology of generosity. Everyone praying, reading, and reflecting on the same 
passages fosters a unified sense of purpose and clarity of mission. Your participation with an open heart helps 
open the doors for our churchôs future mission.   

You will have the opportunity to participate in weekly discussion in each Sunday School class. If you are unable 
to attend a Sunday School class, we highly encourage you to join in this Wednesday night study. The content 
will be the same, so you do not need to attend both. We are praying that these weeks will be a time of spiritual 
growth for you and your family and provide a renewed commitment to the ministry of Christ here at Aldersgate. 
GIVING FROM THE HEART, EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY! 

 

PHILIPPIANS: FINDING JOY AND STRENGTH THROUGH CHRIST  
LED BY PASTOR ERIC    
SEPT. 13TH - OCT. 4TH   WESLEY ROOM  

In this study we will look closely at the Biblical text as the Apostle Paul 
writes a letter to the church in Philippi. It is interesting that one of Paulôs 
most joyful letters was penned while he was in prison. This books helps 
us understand how we can find joy through Christ in the middle of diffi-
cult circumstances. Philippians also helps us understand how to find 
strength and perseverance when we feel like giving up. One of the most 
quoted passages of scripture, especially among athletes, is found here: ñI 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens meò (Phil. 4:13).  As I 
(Eric) train and prepare for my Ironman Triathlon race on September 24, 
this verse has been a constant source of motivation and encouragement. I 
never thought that I would ever be able to swim 2.4 miles, bike 112 
miles, and run 26.2 miles all in the same day. But by the strength of 
Christ, I hope to do more than I ever thought possible, both in this physi-

cal race, but more importantly in the race of faith. 
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OTHER NEW CLASSES: OCTOBER 11TH  -  NOVEMBER 15TH  

 
THE JESUS CREED: LOVING GOD, LOVING  
OTHERS  BY SCOT MCKNIGHT  
LED BY PASTOR BRYAN   
OCT 11TH  -  NOV. 15TH   WESLEY ROOM    
In this study we will look at what spiritual formation would have 
looked like during Jesusô day using this wonderful book by Scot 
McKnight. When Jesus was asked by a religious scribe where to 
begin oneôs life in spiritual formation, Jesus shared with him what 
we know as the Great Commandment. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and         

Leviticus 19:18, Mark 12:28-31). The principle of Christian spiritual formation is that a spiritually formed per-
son loves God and loves others. This is a great introduction to the Christian spiritual life with many rich in-
sights for wherever you are in your journey with Jesus.  
 
The lessons follow this pattern: 
Session 1: The Jesus Creed 
Session 2: Do You Need a New Beginning? 
Session 3: What Has God Called You to Become? 
Session 4: How is God Calling You to Compassion 
Session 5: What Kind of Society Should Christians Make? 
Session 6: Yes, Disciples Fail é Living the Jesus Creed. 
 
Along with the reading for each week, the participants will memorize the Great Commandment and include it 
as a part of their prayer life for the duration of the study. 
 

 

 

 

REEL SPIRITUALITY: EXPLORING FILM THROUGH THE LENS OF FAITH  
LED BY PASTOR ERIC AND JOHN HALL   OCT 11TH - NOV. 15TH  - ROOM 202           
FAMILY LIFE CENTER.  

What role does film play in our faith? How can Christians watch visual media with wisdom and grace, noticing 
both connection and dissonance between God's story and the stories of pop culture? Visual media, whether it be 
through movies, television, or even YouTube videos have become the primary language of storytelling in our 
culture today. In this 6-week study led by Eric Prenshaw and John Hall, we will examine how to view film 
through the lens of faith and notice where Christ may be present. We will discover ways that God's story can be 
revealed in film and pop culture, while also recognizing the need to watch film with discernment and critical 
thought. We will discuss film more broadly, but also look at specific films and clips, including Star Wars, the 
Matrix, The Truman Show, Wall-E, and others. There will be lots of room for class input and discussion, so let 
us know what films you might want to explore! 
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Family Campout * September 29th ì30th  

Come join us for a family campout at Aldersgate UMC.  We will have a cookout, firepit, 
smores, songs around the campfire, sleep in tents on the field, and enjoy a big breakfast 
in the morning. Set up begins at 5pm on Friday, or whatever time you can arrive. Dinner 
will be served at 6:30 pm. All ages welcome! Even if you cannot spend the night, come 
for dinner and a fun time around the campfire. We will eat breakfast early on Saturday 
morning and clean up. Parents must accompany children under the age of 18. Keep in 
mind this is 

Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat * Save the Date!  

October 28th, 3 -6 pm  
Your family is invited to participate in our annual fall festival. Please invite neighbors, 
friends, grandkids, and anyone else you know! We are looking for hosts to provide a dec-
orated "trunk" as well as donations of candy and cupcakes. We are also looking for help-
ers to cook, provide games, and supervise some fun activities. We were so impressed by 
our turnout last year and are looking forward to an even bigger crowd this time around. 
Stay tuned for more details. 


