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Down To Earth
Saints
Lucy, of “Peanuts Cartoon” fame,
struggled with the perfection expected of saints. In one cartoon,
she tells Charlie Brown, "I have
examined my life and found it to
be without flaw. Therefore, I am
going to hold a ceremony and present myself with a medal of sainthood. I will then give a moving
acceptance speech. After which I’ll
greet myself in the receiving line."
Then she concludes, somewhat
sadly, "You see, Charlie Brown,
when you’re a saint you not only
have to be perfect, you also have to
do everything yourself!"
Not only Lucy, but all of us have
long held the unquestioned assumption that saints are perfect by
definition. Saint Teresa said that
"She was anything but perfect."
She suffered from a horrible sense
of feeling God-forsaken and alienated from the divine. Originally,
the word "saint" did not refer to
someone who was perfect and
pure, but rather an ordinary
Christian. Ephesians 1 says that a
saint is simply a faithful person; a
person who is chosen by God to
serve His purposes in the world; a
person on whom God has put His
stamp of ownership.

In other words, a saint is someone
whose life has been touched by
God’s presence and changed by
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.
Writing in the 19th century, John
Ruskin tells of how he looked out
over Victorian London and saw the
gas lamps being lit along the
streets. Though he could not
actually see the lamp-lighter who
was doing the lighting, he could
follow his route by the lights left
burning behind. "This," he says, "is
what it means to be a real
Christian; you can trace the course
by the lights left burning behind."
And, indeed, the modern saint is
that person who leaves a trail of
spiritual lights burning.

Rev. Dr. Homer E. Morris

TEXT: Luke 6:20-31; Ephesians
1:1-2, 11-23
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P AGE 2

CONNECTING (CONNECT

WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER)
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KNOWING (KNOW MORE ABOUT GOD, EACH OTHER, AND THE NEEDS OF OUR WORLD)

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
We have 4 different Sunday School classes for children on Sunday morning plus
our nursery. We meet from 9:45-10:45 every Sunday morning. Come to our Sunday School Welcome Table in the Family Life Center to check-in your child, and
a greeter will direct you to your child’s class.
Together we will dive deep into God’s word using the Cokesbury curriculum
“Deep Blue.” We’ll have adventures, hear exciting Bible stories, and learn how
to live as disciples of Jesus. The Bible is more than just a big book. It’s a gift to
us. The Bible is meant to be opened, explored, and enjoyed. With “Deep Blue”,
we’ll open our Bibles and learn more about God, Jesus, faith, and how it all fits together into life today.

CLASSES AND COORDINATORS :
2-3 year old: Charlotte O’Brien
PreK-K: Evelyn Johnson
1st-2nd grade: Lara Rowland
3rd-5th grade: Sandra Reynolds

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS
Nov 6: In the Wilderness (Exodus 15:22-17:7)
Nov 13: Ten Commandments (Exodus 19:1-20:21)
Nov 20: A House for God (Exodus 25-31, 35-40)
Nov 27: A Peaceable Kingdom (Isaiah 11:6-9)
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE FOR KIDS *
MUSIC AND ARTS ! CHILDREN WILL
LEARN TO EXPRESS GOD'S LOVE TO
OTHERS. EACH WEEK WE’LL ENJOY:

Choir Activities AND Artists from our own congregation will help us explore…
Nov. 2nd, 9th, 16th: Shadow Puppetry!

ALDERSGATE WEEKDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY
During the month of November we are thankful for all the children we are blessed to see each and every
day. We will be offering a one day camp for elementary aged students on Tuesday, November 8th due to
the public schools having a teacher workday. Please call the office to register your child. (919) 479-8686.
Fifteen girls have been participating in the Girls on the Run program here at
Aldersgate. We are having a great time learning how to be good friends, take care of ourselves and doing our best running around the huge field. I am so proud of this
wonderful group of girls who are very supportive of each other.
Join us for our school “dinners out” each month. All the proceeds benefit our scholarship
fund. Mark your
calendars now! We pray each of you has a blessed Thanksgiving.
November Dine Out: Thursday, November 17th * 4-10 PM, Texas Roadhouse at 1809 N. Pointe Drive
(takeout included!) Must show flyer or tell server you are with Aldersgate
December Dine Out: Tuesday, December 13th * All day at Pomodoro (takeout included!)
1811 Hillandale Road
Give Thanks,
Evelyn Johnson
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Exciting news for children’s Sunday school
Dear Parents: On behalf of the Children’s Christian Formation Team, I
would like to share something exciting that we will be starting soon. At
Aldersgate UMC, nothing is more important to us than the safety and
security of your children. That’s why we’ve chosen KidCheck as
our children’s check-in solution to bring you the best check-in experience and to allow us to partner with you to keep your children safe.
We will go live with KidCheck on January 8, 2017. It is important you
create your account prior to this date. If you haven’t already created
your free account, please do so by going to go.kidcheck.com, selecting
“Create Your KidCheck Account,” and following the on-screen
prompts. Alternatively, you can download the KidCheck Mobile Check
-In app from the App Store or Google Play Store to create, manage,
and update your account right on your phone (does not complete check

-in).

You can create your account from the comfort of home; it’s simple and will only take a few
minutes. Cr eating your account pr ior to the above date helps us have a smooth tr ansition and
helps your first check-in go more quickly so you can get on your way.
Once you’ve created your account, simply use your 10 digit phone number to check-in with us or anywhere you see the KidCheck logo.
Thank you for your participation and please let me know if you have any questions.

Eric Prenshaw
Director of Christian Formation

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE MEALS
Now is the time for your group or class to sign up to host one of our dinners.
These meals not only provide an opportunity for our church family to gather together
and enjoy a delicious meal together; it also is a way for your group to raise money for
a mission project of your choice. Typically the most desirable dates go fast – contact
Barbara Atkinson (habnc@hotmail.com or 919 638-5711) and get your group signed
up with the date (s) you want. Adults: $6.50, $ 3.50 thru 5th Grade, Family Plan:
(max) $20.00
NOVEMBER’S MENU
11/2

Staff

Trinity Salad Plate: Chicken Salad, Macaroni Salad, Potato Salad, Roll, Dessert.

11/9

Haiti

Ham, Mac & cheese, Peas & Carrots, Bread and Dessert

11/16

Backpack
Ministry

King Ranch Chicken, Salad, Fruit, Dessert

11/23

No WNL

11/30

Agape Circle Baked Ziti, Salad, Bread, Dessert

P AGE 5

Register at tinyurl.com/
aldersgatecampout
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Special Seasonal Prayer
PRAYERS FOR THE ELECTIONS
As prepared by Rev. Shannon Kelly, Missioner for Young Adult and Campus Ministries
Loving God, creator of this world who is the source of our wisdom and understanding, watch over this nation
during this time of election. Help us to see how our faith informs our principles and actions. Intercessor: God,
our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
We give thanks for the right to vote. Help us to hold this privilege and responsibility with the care and awareness it merits, realizing that our vote matters and that it is an act of faith. Intercessor: God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
Guide us through this election as a nation, state, and community as we vote for people to do work on our behalf and on the behalf of our communities. Help us to vote for people and ballot initiatives that will better our
community and our world so it may reflect the values Christ taught us. Intercessor: God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
Help us create communities that will build your kingdom here on earth – communities that will protect the
poor, stand up for the vulnerable, advocate for those who are not seen and heard, and listen to everyone’s
voice. Intercessor: God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
We pray for this nation that is deeply divided. May we come together for the common good and do as you
have called us to do – to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you through creation. Intercessor: God,
our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
Help us act out of love, mercy and justice rather than out of arrogance or fear. Intercessor: God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
Lord, continue to guide us as we work for the welfare of this world. We pray for places that are torn by violence, that they may know peace. Intercessor: God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
We pray for communities who are struggling with inequality, unrest, and fear. May we all work toward reconciliation with one another and with God. Intercessor: God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.

Help us to listen in love, work together in peace, and collaborate with one another as we seek the betterment of
our community and world. Intercessor: God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
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L OVING (L OVE G OD T HROUGH W ORSHIP , AND L OVE

OUR

N EIGHBOR T HROUGH S ERVICE )

MUSIC NOTES
Please contact Nan de Andrade, Music Minister, to learn more. (nan@aldersgate.org) or call (919)477-0509 x310
ADULT CHOIR: The Chancel Choir would love for more singers to join us as we prepare our beautiful cantata
for Dec. 11. It’s called “A Thrill of Hope” and is packed with Christmas favorites! If you love the Lord and love
to sing, we need you in our merry chorus!! Join us on Wednesday evenings, from 7:30 – 9:00 pm in the sanctuary. Extra rehearsals: Nov. 19 2-4:30 and Dec. 10 3-4 pm.
ACOLYTE INSTALLATION AND RETIREMENT We are excited to bring in a couple of new 3rd-grade
light-bearers and grateful as we retire several of our 7th graders. We will focus prayers on our acolytes on Nov.
20 at the 11:00 service. The Sunday worship services schedules for 2016-17 year have been emailed out. If there
are conflicts with an assignment, please contact any other acolyte family to exchange or substitute for you. We
are also seeking volunteers for some of our special Advent/Christmas services. Contact Maggie Healy
(maggie.healy@gmail.com) or Rev. Nan de Andrade (nan@aldersgate.org).
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE! FOR KIDS 6:30 – 7:30 pm—Music and Arts explorations each week! Two
groups: Age 4 (Pre-K)-6/7 (1st graders) and 2nd-5th graders. Led by: Ruth Kay and Nan de Andrade and varied
Worship Artists from our own congregation!
Each week, we enjoy Choir and discover worship arts like: Painting, Shadow Puppets and more! We thank Rochelle Nye (bells) and Cheryl Joy Turner (exercise) for their special leadership in Sept/Oct.!
Masterpieces choir -upcoming services: Nov. 13 at 11:00 am and Nov. 27 at 6 pm.
IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN US! WE NEED OUR CHILDREN TO LEAD US IN WORSHIP!
DANCE FOR JOY! Their fall session in progress. If you’d like to join in the next time we set up a session,
please let us know.
Sacred Dancers (Youth) – Monday, Oct. 3, 7:30-8:30 pm (first dance Nov. 27 Chrismon Service)
Young Dancers (2nd – 5th graders)– Monday, Oct. 10, 6:30-7:15 pm (first dance Nov. 20 Thanksgiving Service)
Contact Jordan at fieldj61688@gmail.com or Rev. Nan de Andrade at nan@aldersgate.org to find out more.
UPCOMING WORSHIP AND SPECIAL EVENTS
Nov. 6th

8:30 and 11:00 AM All-Saints Sunday
3-5:30 PM Charge Conference
Nov. 20th
6:00 PM Northern Durham Churches Joint Thanksgiving Service
Christmas Trees Arrive !
Nov. 27th
6:00 PM Chrismon/Hanging of the Greens Service
Nov. 30, Dec. 7th, 14th 6:30-7:20 pm WNL Advent Services
December 11th 8:30, 11:00 AM “A Thrill of Hope” Christmas Cantata Sunday Morning Worship
Dec. 18th
6:30 PM Moravian Love Feast
Dec. 21st
7:00 PM Service of Comfort and Hope
Dec. 24th
4:00 Family Christmas Eve Service “No-Rehearsal Christmas Pageant”
7:00 and 11:00 PM Caroling, Communion and Candlelight Service
Dec. 25th
One service at 11:00 AM, Lessons and Carols
Jan. 1st
One service at 11:00 AM, Covenant Renewal, Communion
Jan. 8th
7:00 PM Epiphany Ring Concert
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A STEPHEN MINISTER IS A
RESOURCE FOR YOU
Aldersgate UMC has a compassionate group of 8
active Stephen Ministers. They are well-trained individuals who can provide strength, comfort, and encouragement to help you journey through the most difficult issues that you may be facing right now.
Mike, who recently lost his wife, is one person who benefitted from meeting with a Stephen Minister. A
week after her funeral, Mike felt as though his brain had stopped working. At work he tried to appear
strong and make everyone feel like he was doing well. Then when he’d go home, he’d sit alone and cry as
he ate a half-gallon of ice cream or drank a fifth of vodka. Life became such a strain for Mike that he began having difficulty relating even to his family and closest friends.
Fortunately, Mike followed the advice of a friend and agreed to meet with a Stephen Minister. These meetings helped Mike to face his grief one step at a time which eventually enabled him to find relief in ways
that took him closer to God. Now, Mike can look back and see that God was right there with him the
whole time. This relationship has reassured Mike that God still has something for him to do that will give
his life meaning and purpose.
If you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, or if you are grieving or struggling over the loss of a
job, a prolonged illness, a broken relationship, loneliness, or some other difficult hardship, remember that
God wants to be your refuge too! To learn more about our Stephen Ministry program, contact Jack Snyder
at 919-477-0509 Ext. 303, or at: Jack@aldersgate.org.

PROJECT AGAPE * CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX MINISTRY
This ministry to Armenia and to some of our most desperate Christian brothers and sisters — is a collaborative effort of the North Carolina and the Western North Carolina Conferences of The United Methodist
Church in a joint effort with the Armenian Apostolic Church.
Thank you so much to everyone that helped in the Armenia Shoebox ministry. We delivered 100 boxes to
the children of Armenia ! If you would like to help in this ministry next year, please contact: Charlotte
O’Brien - charlotteobrien61@yahoo.com
M USIC N OTES BY N AN DE A NDRADE
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SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS * MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH * 7:00 PM
The holiday season will be here soon. For some of you, the
pressures of the season can seem depressing as you face personal, financial, or health issues—and even the loss of a loved one
during the past year. These downward pressures result from the
nature of Thanksgiving and Christmas—with its focus on family, jolly holiday traditions, cheerful expectations, and a host of
social events.
You can lessen the emotional impact of the holidays by knowing what to expect and by being prepared. To assist in your
preparation, your Stephen Ministry team is offering “Surviving
the Holidays,” a one-session, video-based workshop on
Monday, November 28th at 7:00 pm.
In this workshop, you’ll watch a video, be part of a discussion group, and receive a Survival Guide with daily
encouragement and helpful exercises for the holiday season. These tools will enable you not only to survive
the coming holidays with a more joyful spirit but also to face them with a measure of greater peace and assurance.
To register your attendance, or to gain more information about this stress-reducing workshop, please contact
Jack Snyder at 919-797-0882 Ext. 303.

ADVENT QUIET DAY * NOVEMBER 12th
WHAT KIND OF A CHRISTMAS WILL YOU HAVE? Will you feel rushed and
stressed by all the extra activities and expectations or will you be filled with a sense
of joy and hope as you wait for the coming of the Christ child? The choice is yours how
you will experience Christmas.
Come to Quiet Day on November 12th from 8:30- noon in the Wesley Room and give
yourself the gift of time to refresh your soul through solitude, contemplative prayer,
reflection and time to be with the Lord. Wear comfortable clothes, bring your journal or
notebook and Bible. We will conclude our morning with a simple lunch. To assist with
planning please sign up at the Welcome Center or contact the church office.

URBAN MINISTRIES
URGENT REQUEST FOR URBAN MINISTRY Urban Ministry is in desperate need of canned green
beans and corn, mac n cheese, fruit cocktail and other canned beans! The shelves are bare ! If possible, please
bring these items on Sunday. Collection containers will be in the hallway of the Family Life Center and in the
Sanctuary building outside the Wesley Room.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE MEALS
Sunday
Morning
Worship

SUNDAY SERMONS - Rev. Dr. Homer E. Morris
November 6th “All Saints Sunday” Psalm 31: 19-20, 23-24 & Revelation 7:9-12
November 13th “The Key Is Next Door” John 16: 16-23 & I Corinthians 13:9-12
November 20th “When Christ Gave Thanks” Matthew 11:20-30 & Luke 10:21
November 27th “ “What Child Is This ?” Isaiah 11:1-5 & John 1:14-18

Special Worship Services for November
Nov. 6th

8:30 and 11:00 AM All-Saints Sunday
3:00-5:30 PM Charge Conference

Nov. 20th

6:00 PM Northern Durham Churches Joint Thanksgiving Service
Christmas Trees Arrive !

Nov. 27th

6:00 PM Chrismon/Hanging of the Greens Service

Nov. 30th, Dec. 7th, 14th 6:30 -7:20 pm WNL Advent Services
December 11th 8:30, 11:00 AM “A Thrill of Hope” Christmas Cantata Sunday Morning
Worship
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GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST, AND AS A FAITHFUL COMMUNITY
CALLED THE CHURCH.)

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…….THANKSGIVING !
Please come join us for a Community Thanksgiving Worship Service along with Temple Baptist Church,
Mt. Sylvan United Methodist Church , St. Matthew’s
Catholic Church and Greater Orange Missionary Baptist
Church on Sunday, November 20th , 6:00 pm at Aldersgate
UMC. The Rev. Mark Mofield, Senior Pastor of Temple
Baptist Church will deliver the Thanksgiving message.
There will also be a time for fellowship in the Wesley Room
following the service. Each person who attends is asked to
bring a few canned goods in order to help supply a community
food pantry.
What a great opportunity this service will provide for us to
come together with other Christians to express our deep gratitude to God for His goodness to us in such areas of our lives as
our health; our relationships in our homes, families, and
communities; safety in our land; the welfare of the church; and the blessings of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
We hope that you will plan to attend this meaningful opportunity to show our appreciation to God.

You’re Invited to Thanksgiving Lunch - Thank you is not enough
to tell the Lord how grateful we are for all the blessings He has
given. Come and celebrate the day of giving thanks.
You are invited to a “potluck" Thanksgiving Day Luncheon, 11:45
am at Aldersgate United Methodist Church in the Wesley Room.
Please bring a Thanksgiving dish to share with others. A ham and
turkey and dressing will be provided. If you have any questions,
please contact: Judy Alford: im1angelmkr@aol.com or 919-2104146.

CRAFT & BAKE SALE - SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE
Plan ahead for Thanksgiving & Christmas: On November 20th the
Susanna Wesley Circle will host their annual Craft & Bake Sale in the
Family Life Center from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm.

There will be many homemade baked goods perfect for your holiday
table and a wide assortment of gift items to help you begin your holiday
shopping.
Visit our tables and help support such missions as the Urban Ministries
food pantry and hygiene kits, national/international mission trips, Share
the Warmth, Conduit, Christmas Outreach, and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE……. CHRISTMAS !
Our Aldersgate Family has responded greatly with love and contributions to those less
fortunate through various Community Missions Programs. During the Christmas Season
these community needs are highlighted by two outreach programs that have become very
familiar to each of us at Aldersgate: Share Your Christmas and the CONDUIT Angel Tree.
This year these programs will be referred to as “Aldersgate’s Community Christmas
Outreach Programs.” Your contributions through Christmas gifts and monetary gifts can be directed
through the program of your choice. The Kick-Off for each of these programs will be November 20th
when information will be found on displays in the Narthex. Also, a link to a web-based sign up will be
available from the aldersgate.org web site.
Share Your Christmas is sponsor ed by the Dur ham County Depar tment of Social Ser vices, and
provides needy families with gifts of NEW clothing, toys and needed household items. This year
Aldersgate will sponsor approximately 20 families totaling about 75 individuals. Individuals or entire
families can be sponsored by signing up on forms that will be posted on a board in the Narthex and
online. Suggested spending limits are $60 per family member. In addition, contributions of $50 cash will
supply each family with a Christmas Food Basket. Wrapped gifts should be delivered to the Church by
Saturday, December 10th. Delivery by the Aldersgate United Methodist Men will be Sunday, December
11th.
The CONDUIT Angel Tree provides Christmas gifts for the elementary school age
children at the Oxford Manor Community Housing Complex who are participating in
CONDUIT's after school learning center. Aldersgate will sponsor about ten “angels”
and a contribution of $25 provides for the purchase of gifts for the children.

CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF COMFORT & HOPE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21ST - 7:00 PM
If you or someone you know is experiencing a difficult year of loss
or some other traumatic event in your life, please join us for special
service prayerfully designed to provide warmth, encouragement,
and much-needed hope for the Christmas season. This Service of
Hope and Comfort will be a peaceful and compassionate service,
with scripture, prayers, and gentle music, emphasizing the Christmas message of hope and healing. Spread the word: “Christmas is
for everyone, especially those who are in deep darkness, for on
them the light has shined, too!”

MORAVIAN LOVEFEAST * Sunday, Dec. 18th
What is a Lovefeast? A Lovefeast service is a service dedicated to
Christian love, and is most famously practiced by the Moravians but has
become an Aldersgate Christmas tradition over that past 36 years.

The Lovefeast at Aldersgate is based on the traditional Moravian Lovefeast first celebrated near
Winston-Salem at Bethabara (1753) and Old Salem (1766). The buns are from the same baker that
makes buns for Moravian churches in Winston-Salem. The candles are made by the women of Home
Moravian Church. The coffee is based on the recipe used for many years by Immanuel Moravian
Church.
Invite your family, friends and neighbors to come and celebrate this beautiful Christmas tradition on
Sunday December 18th at 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center.
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GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST, AND AS A FAITHFUL COMMUNITY
CALLED THE CHURCH.)

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE……. CHRISTMAS !
November 20th - Christmas Trees arrive Sunday afternoon - @1pm. Help needed to unload, count and
sort the trees, drill each tree for a center spike and store them in the bins.
November 25th (Fr iday after Thanksgiving) help is needed: setting up the lot and getting the tr ees
on stands for sales to begin. Tree Sales also begin this day.

CHRISTMAS TREE SALES Supporting Missions in Durham and Worldwide
Aldersgate United Methodist Men have been hosting Christmas tree sales for many years as an annual
tradition. All profits go directly to support missions and activities of the church. An annual project,
the tree sale has proven itself a remarkable vehicle, not just to fund our missions and activities, but to
strengthen outreach to the local community.
For several years, all proceeds have gone to support missions to foreign countries (Jamaica, Haiti and
Armenia), Bull City Youth missions, Families Moving Forward, hurricane relief, scouts, facility needs of
the church and FLC as well as individual requests in support of mission activities. Your tree purchase
will definitely make a positive affect on the lives of others.

We mail discount coupons to the local community as an outreach. When neighbors visit the tree lot,
we invite them to worship with us. We provide a card listing all the regular and holiday worship
times and activities. Several families have joined the church after initially encountering us through
their tree purchase.
We reach other new families through the tree sale by involving our church’s Boy Scout troop and their
parents, many of whom are not church members. One profound benefit of the sale has been the camaraderie and fellowship that develops among church volunteers working together, hanging around the fire barrel, and forming new friendships during an afternoon or evening on the tree lot.
All church members are encouraged to sign up each year, knowing they will meet new neighbors, develop
new friendships, and support strong mission by pulling a shift or two at the Christmas tree stand.

Help is always needed working the 'Tree Lot'.
A sign up board is available in the Narthex. There will also be a “Sign Up Genius” on the
Aldersgate web site (www.aldersgate.org). Please sign up ! We encourage all groups within Aldersgate UMC to sign up, as well as families. We need at least 4 people on any shift. All children may work the tree lot but they must be supervised by a parent or responsible adult.
COME BUY A CHRISTMAS TREE !

Over 220 Christmas trees, various sizes and prices !
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UMC #GIVINGTUESDAY, NOV. 29TH
On Nov. 29, United Methodists will come together to
support the work of Advance missionaries and projects on
UMC #GivingTuesday.
Last year, more than 770 Advance missionaries
and projects received 8,757 gifts through The Advance, the
denomination’s designated giving channel.
The theme for UMC #GivingTuesday 2016 is “Give Light, Give Love, Give Life.” Every day, you
give God’s light, love, and life through your faithful work, prayers, and gifts.

This year, consider supporting a project that is working in an area you care most about. Gifts made through
The Advance make a tangible difference in the lives those we serve. Also, look out for more information and
resources coming soon at www.umcgivingtuesday.org.

OUR CASH FLOW IS AT $ 34 K.
INCOME YTD IS
$ 603,747
EXPENSES ARE
$ 654,436
A NET LOSS OF
(- $ 50,689)

MANY WAYS TO GIVE
One convenient way to give is to set up an EFT or electronic funds transfer. You can give a one-time gift
or set up weekly, or monthly donations. You can set it up yourself by
going to our Aldersgate.org website select Mission & Giving then select
on-line giving. You may also contact our church treasurer, Mary Taylor
(mary@aldersgate.org).
You can make donations to the operating budget, the capital campaign
or to special ministries such as the Community Backpack Ministry or
Urban Ministries, or make a special memorial gift.
Another way to give is by donating shares of stock. We use the United Methodist Foundation and
Morgan Stanley to assist us with gifts of stock. If you are interested in this option just contact Mary
Taylor by email at mary@aldersgate.org and she will give you or your stock broker the necessary paperwork to transfer the stock.
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE……. CHRISTMAS !
THE REINDEER STORE
THE REINDEER STORE at Central Regional Hospital provides the
patients with an opportunity to purchase gifts for themselves and
their families for Christmas. The Reindeer Store is an in-house shopping experience for patients who will remain hospitalized during the
Christmas holidays. This experience is complete with all the sights
and sounds of the holiday-bustling crowds, Christmas carols, Santa,
and shopping.

CENTRAL REGIONAL HOSPITAL is a psychiatric Hospital located in Butner, NC. It serves children (ages 5-11) from all ONE
HUNDRED counties in the state and adolescent and adult patients
of 25 counties including Durham County.
YOUR DONATIONS to The Reindeer Store allow a mom who will
not be home for Christmas to select toys for her two little children, a grandfather diagnosed with Alzheimer’s to select a remote control race car for his young grandson or a little boy to find just the right necklace for his mom and a basketball for himself. Patients shop new items donated by generous caring
friends- like you. “Reindeer Bucks”, a paper punch card with no actual cash value, is the only currency
allowed.
THE ALDERSGATE SUPPORT of the Reindeer Store has been invaluable in providing this positive,
“best day of the year” experience for people suffering from mental illness. In recent years, the Reindeer
Store gave out of toys before all patients had shopped. When our Aldersgate friends heard this – they assured us there would be plenty of toys for the children, the moms, the dads, and the grandparents to shop
next year. Thank you for your generous support which ensures there are plenty of toys for all patients to
experience the joy of giving.
HOW CAN YOU HELP? Most needed new items include: remote control cars, basketballs, footballs,
soccer balls, personal radios, head phones, Pillow Pets, clothing, jewelry, and G/PG rated movies. For
patient safety- No glass or aerosols. A plastic container will be located in the hall for your gifts. The
deadline is DECEMBER 2nd. Thank you…
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Anne Finch at annefinch@nc.rr.com (919) 818-8376 or Jane
Bahor at janebahor@gmail.com (919) 698-6634

GIFT SUGGESTIONS
Personal CD players & batteries & Handheld electronic games
Board games (Sorry, Monopoly, Connect 4, Jenga ) Card games ( UNO, Phase 10, skip-bo, playing cards)
Art Sets, Markers, Crayons
Sports balls (basketball & hoop for over the door, soft nerf type balls & toys)
Dolls of all sizes and types & Dollhouse (no large ones)
Play Tea Sets
Action figures ( WW wrestling figures, transformers, dino-figures)
Remote controlled cars, trucks, 4-wheelers & Play cell phones
Stuffed Animals & Jigsaw puzzles with greater than 100 pieces
Adult or Children’s Books ( must be new )
Slippers or pajamas & Sweaters, vests, sweat suits
Toboggan Hats, Baseball Caps, Gloves,
Jewelry, Wallets, Coin Purses

P AGE 16

NOVEMBER LAY ASSISTA NTS
USHERS

GREETER

8:30 Service

WELCOME STATION

LAY READER

O = Office Door M = Main Door

11/6

Chick Hinton
Richard Riggsbee
Mitch Adkins
Jeff Sturkey

Mary Tom Roberts–M Mary Tom
John Field-O
Roberts

Burton King

11/13

Doug Morris
Carole Morris
Kirk Brown
Mary Tom Roberts

Jeff Sturkey- M
Linda Mills-O

Jeff Sturkey

Judy Alford

11/20

Stacey McCorison
Kathy Chmielewski
Cark Chmielewski
Mitch Adkins

Sharon MacLaurin-M
Terri DeMaeyer-O

Sharon MacLaurin

Richard King

11/27

Mary Tom Roberts
Linda Jones
Paul Jones
Mary Tom Roberts

Carol Brese-M
Dave Brese-O

Carol Brese

Barbara Atkinson

11/6

Michele Tucker
Lynn Baird
Bill Smith

Michele Tucker-M
Nancy Gaither-O

Michele Tucker

Roy Swaringen

11/13

Paula Veasey
Pam Boatright
Ed Osteen
Roy Swaringen

Paula James-M
Gary James-O

Paula James

Lee King

11/20

Amelia Oakley
Ronnie Oakley
Michele Tucker
Kimberly Riggs

Ginger Hawkins-M
Liz Crose-O

Ginger Hawkins

Judy Alford

11/27

Suzi Caudill
Kirk Brown
Ginger Hawkins

Lindsay Brown –M
Lynn Baird-O

Lindsay Brown

Cathy Cozart

11:00 Service

P AGE 17

Nursery Ministry
EACH SUNDAY MORNING:
8:30 AND 11:00 AM
NURSERY TEACHERS ARE:
Lynn Wilfong, Ellen Whisnant and Dawn Eckhoff

Acolyte
8:30 AM SERVICE
11/6
Danielle Nixon
11/13
Madeleine Hughes
11/20
Cameron Nye
11/27
Abbie Robinson

11:00 AM SERVICE
11/6
Sammy Turley & Meadow Snyder
11/13
Caroline Barbour
11/20
Elizabeth Healy
11/27
Riley Hale

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding
minister/pastor in worship and carries out certain duties, including candle lighting; carrying
the processional cross; holding or getting items
the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Communion,
and other worship acts. Acolytes may be children, youth, and adults.

Altar Guild
Beverly Jackson
Debbie Sykes
Sue Allison

Trustee for November

Altar Guild assures the worship
space and supporting materials are
prepared for worship.

LISA CLARK

From the Trustees: The recent updating to the Wesley was
approved by the Trustees and coordinated by April Perry,
Peggy Allen and Linda Morris. A big thanks to this group!
Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God
has entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees
supervise and maintain the property of the congregation to ensure that disciple-making ministries of the
congregation are effective and that local legal requirements related to the property are satisfied.

A LDERSGATE U NITED
M ETHODIST C HURCH
1320 Umstead Drive
Durham, NC 27712
Phone: 919-477-0509
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FIND US ON:
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Aldersgate UMC Durham
TheGate27712
Aldersgate.org
Aldersgate United
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