
 

FIVE  REASONS WHY 
WE SHRINK BACK 

WHEN GOD CALLS US 
HIGHER  

 
 
 
 
1. Fear of the battle. All who follow Christ are called to active duty. When 

we step into the fray of spiritual warfare, or if we are wounded in the 
conflict, we are prone to run away.  

 
2. Resistance to God's Presence. We love to sing about God, but when we   

get close to Him, we learn that His holiness is uncomfortable. It makes 
us aware of our own sin, purifies motives and consumes offenses. It 
won't tolerate secret idols. It is painful to our lower nature, but the best 
place for us to be is in His presence.  

 
3.   Unwillingness to be broken. Those who want to follow Jesus all the way 

must submit to His deepest dealings. The One who wrestled with Jacob 
and gave him a permanent limp wants to overpower our pride and self-
ishness as well. We say we want to know Him fully, but we forget that 
He schedules us for surgery when necessary. His knife hurts, but it 
makes us more like Him. 

  
4.   Reluctance to face persecution. Those who follow Christ wholeheartedly 

share in His sufferings. When Paul said he wanted to know Jesus, he 
knew that he would have to partake in the “fellowship of Christ’s suffer-
ings.” Please don't let the ungodly actions of people stop us from chasing 
God.  

 
5.  Refusal to become a voice for others. Ultimately, God wants to send us to 

a mission field--whether it is on the other side of the globe or in the         
office next door. We tend to recoil from such assignments because they 
are never convenient, and always require boldness and faith. Like Jonah, 
we run in the opposite direction when God asks us to speak for Him.  

 
 
Rev. Dr. Homer E. Morris 
Senior Pastor 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

CONNECTING  (CONNECT  WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER) 



 

 

.  
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FMF is an emergency shelter for families with children. Homeless people go to the Dept. 
of Social Services and they are referred to FMF. We have supported this   mission for 
more than 15 years. It was previously called IHN – Interfaith Hospitality Network and 

merged with Genesis house to become FMF.    
 
Twenty-One Families at a time live at the shelter at 300 N Queen St near the downtown library.  They stay there 
for up to 90 days. The shelter provides supportive services such as food, shelter, employment services and         
assistance with child care and schools.  They teach life skills such as balancing a checkbook, finding a job,         
selecting a home, and providing effective parenting skills.  
 
AUMC partners with Temple Baptist and the Congregation of Duke Chapel 4 times a year. In January we served 
59 people including 20 adults and 39 children.   
 
Our next opportunity is Monday April 24th and Thursday April 27th. If you are interested in preparing food, 
serving food, providing child care for children ages 5 and under, or being a study buddy to school age children, 
please contact Mary Taylor at mary@aldersgate.org 
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FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD  

EMERGENCY SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS 

LOVING   (LOVE GOD THROUGH WORSHIP, AND LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR THROUGH 
SERVICE)  

CURRENT NEEDS:  
NEW twin or full sheets, blankets or bedspreads, Gift cards to Walmart, Target or Visa,Volunteers to            
mentor individual families (for 90 days), Study Buddies to work with kindergarten thru ninth graders (1 hr), 
Volunteers who can refresh a families room when they move out (1 hr). If you can help with any of these needs 
please contact Mary Taylor: Mary@aldersgate.org  

HELP IS NEEDED! 

Aldersgate UMC has a number of members who have limited mobility, and 
some are even homebound.  These persons would benefit greatly from a visit 
from someone who is caring and listens well.  If you can devote 1-2 hours per 
month and would like to visit with another AUMC member who faces isolation 
and loneliness every day, please contact Jack Snyder, Minister of Visitation, at 
919-797-0882 Ext. 303.  Training will be provided. 

GOALS FOR GIRLS* This July Catherine Fishback will 

be traveling to South Africa with Goals for Girls, a non-profit        
organization.  This is an organization that helps girls in need, by 
educating them with health information, and bonding with them 
through soccer.  She will spend two weeks in Johannesburg and 
Cape Town.  Catherine is asking for lots of prayers and monetary 
donations as she embarks on this exciting journey.  If you are inter-
ested in donating, you can go online at www.goalsforgirls.com, or 
you can make a check payable to:  Goals for Girls (with my  name 
in the memo line) and give the check to me.  If you have any ques-

tions, please ask her or her mom, Holly Fishback. Thanks for the support,  (from Catherine Fishback)  * web-
site:  
https://www.givegab.com/p2p/journey-to-south-africa-with-goals-for-girls/catherine-fishback  

mailto:mary@aldersgate.org
mailto:www.goalsforgirls.com,
mailto:https://www.givegab.com/p2p/journey-to-south-africa-with-goals-for-girls/catherine-fishback


CAMP CHESTNUT RIDGE 
Through our connection with Camp Chestnut Ridge, 
we are able to offer a discounted registration rate for 
summer camp the week of June 19th - 23rd, 2017. 
Simply register for week 2 and enter the code 
“Aldersgate.” Please see the note below regarding 
transportation. 
 

Transportation: We are able to offer  13 spaces on our  bus for  transpor tation to 
Chestnut Ridge and back from the church. Cost is $25 for the week. Priority is offered 
first to AUMC  members through Jan 31st. On February 1, any remaining spots will be opened to Week Day 
School families. Email eric@aldersgate.org to reserve your spot (if available). No other transportation will be 
offered from  Aldersgate UMC. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
March 5: To Ten Lepers, Luke 17:11-19 
March 12: To Zacchaeus, Luke 19:1-10 
March 19: Elementary: Worship and Sacraments Class 
 
Preschool: At the Last Supper, Luke 26:17-30 
March 26: Elementary: Worship and Sacraments Class 
Preschool: In the Garden, Matthew 26: 31-58 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DATES 
March 26: Third Grade Bibles presented in 11:00 worship 
Mar 19-Apr 2: Worship and Sacraments class for grades 1-5 (during Sunday School) 
April 1: Sabbath Sunday Practice and Bread baking 
April 2: Children’s Sabbath Sunday 
June 19-23: Chestnut Ridge Camp 
June 26-30: Vacation Bible School: Gadgets and Gizmos 
 
 
 
 
“GADGETS AND GIZMOS” 
June 26-30 
Our 2017 Vacation Bible School is going to be unpacking the GREATEST  INVENTION OF ALL TIME – 
the UNIQUELY WIRED  & WONDERFULLY MADE human beings all around us! 
  
GADGETS & GIZMOS VBS will bring to life the ways that God made every child in HIS IMAGE and has 
created each one to KNOW HIM and LOVE HIM! All of our imaginations will be captured as we discover 
that we are:  
Made by God 
Made for a relationship with Jesus 
Made to love others 
 
Stay tuned for ways that you can serve in this transforming ministry! 
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3RD GRADE  
BIBLE  
PRESENTATION 
On March 26th in the 
11:00 worship service 
we will present Bibles 

to our 3rd grade class. This is another event in our 
Milestone Ministry here at Aldersgate and an          
important step as our children learn to read and 
understand the Bible on their own. If your child         
is currently in the 3rd grade, please email Eric 
Prenshaw (eric@aldersgate.org) to indicate how 
you would like their name engraved. Please do so 
by March 1st. 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CLASS 
On March 19th, 26th, and April 2nd, all children 
from grades 1-5 are invited to participate in a           
worship and sacraments class during the Sunday 
School hour. This class will be led by Eric            
Prenshaw with assistance from other Sunday 
School teachers. We will go over the different 
parts of the worship service, our role in worship-
ping God, as well as baptism and communion. We 
will conclude the class on April 2 with a                
Children’s Sabbath celebration Sunday in worship. 

 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S SABBATH SUNDAY 
APRIL 2 
“COME  TASTE  THE  BREAD” 
On April 2 our children will take a primary role in 
leading our worship services. Through prayers, 
music, readings, greeting, ushering, acolyting, and 
other roles, our children will offer their gifts of 
worship. Our theme for this Sunday will be 
“Come, Taste the Bread.” Children will be learn-
ing about communion in the weeks leading up to 
this Sunday and will have a chance to bake bread 
and serve communion in this worship service.  Je-
sus invites us in Matthew 18:3-4, “Unless you 
change and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever becomes 
humble like this child is the greatest in the king-
dom of heaven.” Let’s come to celebrate our chil-
dren and to worship God with a child-like faith. 
 

THE ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 
will be held on Palm Sunday, April 9th, at 12:15 

(or as soon as the 11:00 am ser-
vice is finished.)  We will gather 
by the picnic tables and divide 
into age groups.  Children 
(toddlers-fifth grade) need to 
bring a parent and a basket. 
 
We also need candy donations.  
Individually wrapped candy and 
prizes may be dropped in the 

container by the main office. 

 

PAGE 6 

KID’S OWN WORSHIP *  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
You  are invited  to join us in an exciting ministry with our children. Every Sunday during the 11:00 wor-
ship service, we invite our children ages 4 through 2nd grade to join us in room 202 of the FLC for an age
-appropriate time of worship. We are looking for a   rotation of volunteers as both leaders and assistants 
during this time. You don’t have to be an expert on kids, you just have to show that you care about them 
and point them to Jesus. Please contact Eric Prenshaw if you would be willing to serve on a once a month 
basis, or even as a substitute (eric@aldersgate.org).  
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Saturday, March 18th     8 am-1 pm 
Sunday, March 19th     12:30 pm-2:00 pm 

*many items will be half-price on Sunday 

Items for sale include: 
baby clothes, children’s clothes, maternity clothes, 

costumes, shoes, toys, books, movies, baby gear,         
bedding, furniture, and much more! 

Come to: 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church Family Life Center     
Umstead Rd., Durham • Call or email for information: 
919-818-0454  (Barbara Snyder) Or request info through  

 
 agapeshop4kidsaumc@gmail.com 

* Please Note:  All Consignment Sales Are Cash or Credit Only  *   

 

Pick up Seller and Buyer information at the Welcome Centers  

Aldersgate United Methodist Church’s Agape Circle’s 
Semi-Annual  

AgapeShop4Kids 
A Children’s Charity Consignment Sale  

mailto:agapeshop4kidsaumc@gmail.com
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MUSIC NOTES BY NAN DE ANDRADE 
 
Please contact Nan de Andrade, Music Minister, to learn more. (nan@aldersgate.org)  
 
CHANCEL CHOIR  Looking for a way to boost your spiritual growth during Lent?  
Choir is a great way to put God’s Word into your heart and mind, to be in Christian 
community, and to encourage yourself to be in worship as often as possible!  Join us, 
even if it’s just for the season – we are diving into our special music for Holy Week and 
Easter, and all voices are welcome and needed!!  Youth are also invited!  Join us, 
Wednesday evenings, from 7:30 – 9:00 pm in the Sanctuary.  Child care can be provid-
ed, just let Nan know! 
 
YOUNG DANCERS and SACRED DANCERS Young Dancers for  Children (2nd-
5th grade)  and Sacred Dancers (Youth) are currently working up a dance for Palm          
Sunday, April 9. Rehearsals are Mondays – 6:15-7:00 for K-5th graders, 6:45-7:30 for 

youth (6th-12th grades).  Contact dance director, Jordan Field to find out more!  Fieldj61688@yahoo.com.  Any 
child/youth is welcome to participate, no dance experience is necessary! 
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE! FOR KIDS  6:30 – 7:30 pm  

Music and Arts explorations each week!  Two groups: Age 4 (Pre-K)-6/7 (1st         
graders) and 2nd-5th graders 
Led by: Nan de Andrade, Megan Andrews, Lee King and varied Worship Artists 
from our own congregation! 
Each week, we enjoy Singing and Worship and discover and experience other          

worship arts, such as painting, dance, bells and more!   The children are singing: Ash Wednesday, March 1 (6:30 
pm), March 5 (11:00), and April 2 (11:00) Children’s Sunday! 
 
March’s ARTIST is Laurie Leeson, who will be showing us for mosaics and stained glass, and more!  We’ll even 
do our own worship through stained glass project!  Join us!  
 
PLEASE BRING YOUR CHILDREN ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS!  We are having a blast and Aldersgate 
loves when OUR CHILDREN LEAD US IN WORSHIP!  
P.S. If you practice a worship art (if you do it and it draws you to God, it’s a worship art!) that you could share 
with the children for a few weeks, please contact Nan! 
 
 
PRAY FOR OUR WORSHIP MINISTERS  - “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you.”   
Sometimes we forget to give thanks and praise to God for the many who serve here in our worship ministry.  
Even more importantly, sometimes we forget to pray for their service.  Remembering that each person is equally 
important to God, Paul reminds us (1 Cor. 12) that we are “one body with many members” and God has arranged 
us beautifully to both serve each other and bring glory to God.  Our worship ministry here includes members of 
the Altar Guild, who care for our candles, banners, communion and other beautiful symbols in our sanctuary.  It 
includes our Technology and A-V team, who help us to hear and to have visual enhancements through power 
point or videos on the screens.  It includes the Worship Committee, Lay Readers, Acolytes, Greeters, Ushers, 
Nursery, Singing and Handbell Choirs, instrumentalists.  We are blessed with hard-working ministers and staff, 
who plan, support and lead each service.  And, we have ALL OF US, whose presence makes us a community in 
worship, uplifting one another in the Spirit.  All of these “body parts” deserve prayers!  Will you join me in pray-
ing each week for all of our worship volunteers and staff?  Pray for us to be well-prepared; to offer our very best 
to the Lord; and, always keeping our eyes on God, that the Lord will receive and bless every word and action we 
share.  Give thanks and glory to God, for this precious Body of believers, called together by God…bound in love, 
for God. 

mailto:nan@aldersgate.org
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ALDERSGATE WEEKDAY MINISTRY  

 
 
Summer Camp is right around the corner!  Register now for Elementary 
and Preschool age summer camps.  Elementary camps are 7:30-6:00 pm 
each day.  Preschool camps are 9:00-12:00 each day.  Please call (919) 
479-8686 for more information and to register.   
 
 
 

 

PRESCHOOL SUMMER CAMP 
June 19-23                          Ladybugs, Butterflies, bugs – oh my! 
 
July 24-28                           Land of Dinosaurs 
 
July 31 – Aug. 4                 Outer Space 
 
Aug. 7-11                           Pirates and Princesses 
 
 

ELEMENTARY SUMMER CAMP 
June 12-15                          Around the World in 5 days 
 
June 19-23                          Plants, wings and crawly things 
 
June 26-30                          VBS theme 
 
July 3-7                               CLOSED July 4th week 
 
July 10-14                            Music and Arts Camp 
 
 

THE SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IS COMING TO ALDERSGATE! 
Book Fair dates March 20th – 24th.  The Book Fair will be set-up in the gym and open from 9:00-6:00 each 
day.  I look forward to seeing you all there. 
 
Thanks, 
Ev 
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LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES  

EACH WEDNESDAY NIGHT   

MARCH 8TH - APRIL 5TH 
 
CRUCIFORM WORSHIP, LIVING IN LIGHT OF THE CROSS  *  
We will begin the season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday worship         
service on March 1 at 6:30 pm. In the weeks following we will have 
guest speakers exploring the theme “Cruciform Worship, Living in Light 
of the Cross.” We will have a time of prayer, worship, music, teaching, 
and discussion.  Dinner will begin at 5:30 pm with worship and teaching 
to follow at 6:30 pm. Children will continue to have their separate meet-
ing time. 
 
Our theme focuses on how our worship is both vertical and horizontal. It 
is directed upwards toward God, and it also stretches outward in reaching 
our neighbors. Thus, our worship and our living is cross-shaped. This 
series will explore different angles of how our practices of worship and 
also our everyday life can be modeled on Jesus’ self-sacrificial love. As 

Philippians 2:5-7 says, “In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant.” 
 
 
REV. BELTON JOYNER (MARCH 8TH AND 15TH) * Our first 
guest speaker will be Rev. Belton Joyner, a retired United Methodist 
Pastor who lives in Bahama, NC. Belton has written many books in-
cluding Being United Methodist in the Bible Belt and Life in the 
Fishbowl. He teaches Methodist History and Wesleyan theology as a 
visiting lecturer at Duke Divinity School. With Belton’s love of the 
church and his sharp wit, your heart will be strangely warmed for 
weeks to come.  
 
 
 

 
DR. NORMAN WIRZBA (MARCH 22ND) * Dr. Norman  
Wirzba is the Professor of Theology, Ecology, and Agrarian Stud-
ies at Duke Divinity School. In fact, he is Eric and Andrew’s fa-
vorite professor! He is an inspiring, engaging, and thought-
provoking teacher and it is truly a gift to have him visiting us.  
His work focuses on the intersections of theology, philosophy, 
ecology, and agrarian and environmental studies and encourages 
us to think about how we can be more faithful and responsible 
members of God’s creation. His most recent books include Way of 
Love: Recovering the Heart of Christianity and Food and Faith: 
A Theology of Eating among many others. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REV. DR. ROBERT SIMPSON (MARCH 29TH) Dr. Simpson is the pastor 
at Mt. Bethel United Methodist Church in Bahama, NC. He has a DMin. Degree 
from University of the South in Sewanee, TN.  Dr. Simpson considers himself a 
traditional orthodox theologian who believes the Church is at its best around the 
table celebrating the Eucharist. His vision abides in the apostolic community’s 
reinterpretation of the liturgy of the Church.  He continues to be an active broth-
er of the Order of Saint Luke and disciplines himself to a Benedictine prayer 
life.  He enjoys golf and stays active with a regular workout routine. Fun fact: 
when Robert served at Resurrection UMC, in Durham, NC, he met Carley  
Prenshaw as she served there as a field education intern and then he presided at 
Eric and Carley’s wedding in 2011! 

 
 
JOURNEY TO THE CROSS: APRIL 5TH  * Join us for an  interac-
tive prayer experience as we reflect on Jesus’ final days from the last 
supper to the cross and beyond. Meditating on the events of Jesus’ final 
days and his resurrection can be profound. The challenge for most of us 
is shutting out the noise and distractions of everyday life long enough to 
quiet our souls and listen to the Spirit of God. 
 
Dinner will be at 5:30 as usual. We will dismiss everyone in groups of 
about 8 people to rotate through the stations. As the start times will be 
staggered, we will start the first group around 6 or 6:15.  

 

 
  
VISIT TO THE GARDEN OF CONCORD 
April 1: noon-4 pm 
The Garden of Concord is a community garden in Eli Whitney, NC. First planted in May 2009, it has remained 

dedicated to serving its community, welcoming neighbors, and being connect-
ed to the church. The garden is a collective (not individual plots) community 
garden with over 50 varieties of seasonal produce planted in 100+ wide raised 
beds (1/2 acre of growing space) along with theme gardens, blueberry bushes, 
grapevines, strawberries, herbs, cut flowers, and so much more. For more in-
formation, go to https://thegardenofconcord.com/ 
 
As we continue in our 2nd season of the Genesis Garden here at Aldersgate, 
this is a wonderful opportunity to see the possibilities of a community garden 
ministry and learn more about caring for God’s creation. We will begin with 
lunch here at Aldersgate at 12:00, ride together to Concord UMC in Eli         
Whitney, NC, receive a garden tour from Donna Poe, garden manager, and 
return by about 4pm. This trip is open to everyone and will be led by Eric 
Prenshaw and Andrew Woods. 

LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES * EACH WEDNESDAY NIGHT   

MARCH 8TH - APRIL 5TH 
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Meals will be sponsored by:  
 
March 1st:   Ash Wednesday 
March 8th:  Haiti Mission Team 
March 15th:  Backpack Ministry*Baked Chicken  
    Breasts, Noodles, Mixed Veggies 
March 22nd:  Guatemala Mission Team 
   Pork Sliders, Slaw, Baked   
              Beans, Corn on the Cob 
March 29th:  PrimeTimers 
   Ham, Potato Salad, Green Beans 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY * I FEEL OVERWHELMED! 

 
Are you feeling stressed out, lonely, or discouraged?  Why not consider connecting with a 
Stephen Minister?  They are members of our congregation who are well-trained to listen, of-
fer support, and provide encouragement while you are working through a difficult  
situation.   
 
Paul, one of our recent participants, fell on hard times financially when his wife died.  He reports that her Social 
Security income normally paid the mortgage, and his retirement income paid the rest of the bills. But when she 
passed away, everything fell on him, and he not only experienced an emotional but also a financial hardship.  
 
At first, Paul reports that it was hard for him to ask for help from a Stephen Minister, for he thought others within 
the church had more pressing issues.  But his church friends kept urging him to put aside his pride by telling him, 
“We all need other people in our lives, and we all need God!”  Finally, Paul understood that it wouldn’t hurt to 
request a Stephen Minister to renew his strength and move on. 
 
Paul met for a few months with his Stephen Minister who helped him see that asking for help was an act of hu-
mility, for it showed his willingness to depend, not on himself, but on God, for his needs.  And it was through his 
Stephen Minister that Paul realized that God renews and restores us by sending us other people who can comfort 
and encourage us.    
 
If you are struggling from the loss of a job, a debilitating illness, a broken relationship, the death of a loved one, 
or some other difficult hardship, or if you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, and you want to learn 
more about our Stephen Ministry program, contact Rev. Jack Snyder at 919-477-0509 Ext. 303, or at: 
Jack@aldersgate.org.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MONDAY EVENING  
Caring for Caregivers meet the 2nd Monday each month (March 
13th for this month)  6:30 pm in Room 201 in the Family Life Center. 
A class for those caring for loved ones with memory loss diseases. 
Learn, share and walk with others through this difficult journey. Led 
by: Sandra Reynolds.  



 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE CONCERT ! 
Hosted by Aldersgate and featuring six handbell ensembles from around the Triangle sharing massed-ringing 
and individual selections. This is a wonderful opportunity for people to enjoy a massed-ring festival experience 
locally, which is an amazing expression of faith and unity, both musically and ecumenically. The preceding 
workshop helps the choirs to grow in their playing skills and musicality, as well as fellowship with ringers from 
other groups. 
 
The music is a  variety of sacred handbell music for the season of Lent, played by the six choirs together, and 
the program is rounded out with selections from individual groups, as well as a handbell solo.  Some composer-
arrangers include Hart Morris, Fred Gramann, Kevin McChesney, Anna Laura Page and Kathleen Wissinger 
(our guest director). 
 

Our Festival Choirs  
 

First Baptist Church, Durham, Susan Browning, director 
Mt. Sylvan United Methodist Church, Kathie Wilkinson, director 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Chapel Hill, Roger Petrich, director 
Bethany United Methodist Church, Pat Crispell, director 

Temple Baptist Church, Vangie Poe, director 
Host Church: Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Nan de Andrade, director 
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This year’s Haiti Mission team will be assisting a group of 12 
families who had damage from Hurricane Matthew and still 
have no roofs on their homes.  We will be replacing the roofs 
as well as assisting in replacing the destroyed gardens.  Please 
consider helping us by sponsoring a roof or a part of a roof or 
garden.   
The amounts are listed below.  

 
 

Item   Cost 
Replace roof  $300 
Metal for the roof $150 
Wood for roof  $125 
Nails for roof  $25 
Banana tree  $10 
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 HAITI STATESIDE PROJECT  

FOR THE  

2017 AUMC HAITI MISSION TEAM  

 
 
Purpose: To assist in the rebuilding of homes and gardens for 32 families in Haiti who were devastated by  
Hurricane Matthew in the fall, 2016.  
  
Goal: To involve all of the AUMC community in the Haiti ministries mission to Sucre Henri, May 2017. To 
allow for the transformative power of Christ to be felt and seen in the lives of all of those who desire it through 
service to the people of Haiti, whether they travel to Haiti or not.  To involve children as well as adults in the 
AUMC Haiti Ministries Program. To raise the following funds needed for the service project to fund 
replacement of animals which were killed in the hurricane (chickens, goats) and corn for 20 families to rebuild 
their gardens and small animal revenue businesses. to replace roofs for 12 families whose homes were 
damaged as a result of the hurricane ($300/roof).    
  
Background: Through our Haitian partner, Dr. Romel Dorsaint, MD, families in the Sucre Henri area of Haiti 
requested help in rebuilding following the devastating Hurricane Matthew which happened in the fall 2016.  
Dr. Dorsaint has an existing relationship with this community, having worked there during his medical intern-
ship.  He made a trip to the area and saw firsthand the damage which still remains to this day with little change 
from the day the storm happened, now some 6 months later.  Families have requested help with two specific 
things—replacement of tin roofs on their meager homes and replacement of farm animals and crops which 
were destroyed during the storm.  
  
Dr. Dorsaint has met also with the local Catholic Priest who is fully supportive of this project.  He will be of-
fering his church and facilities for lodging and board for the team who will travel to Haiti to assist them.    
  
After meeting with the community leaders, Dr. Dorsaint identified 12 families for replacement roofs and 20 for 
replacement of farm animals and garden/crop assistance.  
  
The plan is for a small team from AUMC (7 members) to travel to Haiti in May, 2017.  They will be accompa-
nied by 4 Haitians who will serve as translators, drivers, logistic coordinators and assist with the building pro-
ject.  Team members will participate in roof replacement, garden preparation and crop planting.  Additional 2 
members of the team will offer eye glasses screening for any member of the community. There is no charge for 
the glasses screening or any glasses which are deemed needed by the team member.    
  
Each family has been asked to contribute $160 Haitian ($20 US) to the cost of the replacement of their roofs 
and crops.  This is common in our work in Haiti in order to allow the families to feel that they participated in 
their own rebuilding.  However, no family will be turned away who cannot pay the nominal fee for the roof/
garden.    



 

 

 PRIMETIMERS * MARCH 2017 SCHEDULE  
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If you are 50+ and have not attended PrimeTimers before at AUMC, you are invited to enjoy fellowship, 
stimulating programs and good food.  Learn more about our Church and community friends. We meet 
the 1st and 3rd Thursday in the Wesley Room at 11:45.    
 
Thursday, March 2nd, is a potluck so please bring your favorite dish to share. As always, desserts and 
beverages will be provided. Anne Finch will present a program of her recent trip as part of the Guatema-
la Mission Team.   
 
Thursday, March 16th  (bring your own lunch) . As always, desserts and beverages will be provided.   
Games will be played as well as firming up our upcoming April 20th trip. 
 
Thursday, April 6th is a potluck so please bring your favorite dish to share. As always, desserts and bev-
erages will be provided..  Julie Bell from Golden Horizons Adult Day Care, LLC, will tell us about this 
new luxury center and home-like social community for loved ones to enjoy their day while receiving the 
care they might need.  It is located at the corner of Hillandale and Hillsborough Roads, right here in 
north Durham. 
 

 

—————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

The 43rd Durham CROP Hunger Walk will be 

Sunday, April 2, 2017. * Mark your calendars, get your sneakers, and plan to 
walk ! Walker sign up, Packet pick up, and shirt availability will begin Sunday, 
March 5th.  Look for the Crop Walk table outside the Sanctuary.    

COME TO THE TABLE CONFERENCE  * In our 2nd season of the Genesis Garden, 

we are continuing to make connections between 
our faith and our food. We invite you to join Eric 
Prenshaw and other leaders at the Come to the 
Table Conference on March 16th, 2017 at      
the Durham Convention Center. This will be a 
gathering of community members, faith leaders, 
farmers, gardeners, farm workers, hunger relief 
agencies, and many more groups for a variety of 
workshops, presentations, and strategy sessions on 
relieving hunger and strengthening local and sus-
tainable agriculture. To find out more, please visit  

http://rafiusa.org/cttt/. Please contact Eric Prenshaw (eric@aldersgate.org) if you would like to attend. 

http://rafiusa.org/cttt/
mailto:eric@aldersgate.org


 
 

 
To Aldersgate Prayer Shawl Ministry * Thank you so much for taking the time to create such meaningful 
gifts for others.  The prayer shawl means so much because it was created with such love.  Continue to be a 
blessing to others with your ministry. Much appreciation, Yulanda Horten 
 
 
The Trustees hope you have noticed the new carpet through out the Sanctuary building and the FLC.  A            
special thank you goes out to a very generous donor.  We would ask that you help us keep it as clean as          
possible by  limiting liquid in carpeted areas and cleaning any spills as soon as they happen.  
 
 
To:   Family and friends of Anne Law Finch 
From: Cindie Moore 
Re: Visit to Guatemala, January 2017, by Anne Law Finch  
 
Wherever we traveled on our recent trip in Guatemala, Anne was showered with a great outpouring of  grati-
tude for her years-long sewing machine mission. As you know better than I do, Anne is a person of great hu-
mility. She might not have shared with you the love the Guatemalans feel for her. Thus, I have put together 
some photos showing the Guatemalans’ recognition of Anne’s vital impact on their lives. 
 
Anne has been working with Rosario Diaz, a God-centered leader of women in Guatemala, since 1987. It 
was in that year that Anne first visited Rosario. When Anne asked Rosario and the other women what they 
needed, they replied, “a sewing machine!” Anne quickly arranged for one. Thus was born the sewing         
machine mission. Now 30 years later, the fruits of her mission are evident. A formal sewing school in San 
Juan Ostuncalco (SJO) with 20 machines has been operating since 2000. The machines were supplied 
through Anne’s work. The machines have given hundreds of women a valuable skill. With earnings from 
their sewing, the women can better contribute to their families’ well-being. 
 
Recently, Anne responded to the Guatemalans’ concern about the lack of income-earning opportunities in the 
remote village of Las Barrancas. Anne and the Guatemalans worked together to build and equip a new sew-
ing school. In this way, Anne’s mission has expanded from providing sewing machines to establishing 
schools. It is now the sewing school mission.  
 
During the trip, Anne visited the two schools and met the students whose lives are being changed by her 
work. At the original school in SJO, Gricelda and the students presented Anne with a cloth specially          
designed for her by them. Anne's work is to the glory of God. It is a manifestation of how God’s love is made 
visible. I hope you will pass along this message to Anne’s family and friends. 
 
Thank you, Cindie Moore 
 
 

FROM: EENP EYES EARS NOSE & PAWS  * Thank you for your support mak-
ing Jim and Lucy’s partnership possible.  Thank you so much for the generous 
support you give to EENP.  I wanted to share with you how much you helped 
EENP accomplish in 2016. Your support made that transformation possible for 
this trainer.  Thank you. 

 
Our next graduation will be on Saturday, March 25th at 11 am, and I would love to have you join us to 
celebrate our next three teams as they step out into the world together.  You can get more details on our 
website at eenp.org/main/graduation. Every one of our trainers and clients is grateful for the opportunity 
you have given them with your support.  I am so grateful, too.  Thank you so much. 
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March 5th   “Running From God”  Jonah 1:1-2:1  Sermon by: Rev. Morris     
March 12th “Running Into God” Jonah 2:1-3:1  Sermon by Rev. Morris  
March 19th  Sermon by Eric Prenshaw  
March 26th  “Trying To Run God” Jonah 3:1-4:11, Matthew 12:41 Sermon 
     by Rev. Morris    
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APRIL 9TH - PALM SUNDAY - We are waving palm branches, singing songs of 
praise, and at the same time beginning our Holy Week journey with Jesus to the 
cross.  The Children’s Easter Egg Hunt will be immediately after the 11:00 am        
worship service in the picnic area. 

APRIL 13TH - MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE OF HOLY 
COMMUNION 7:00 pm Aldersgate will join with Mt. Sylvan UMC to Experience  
Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples, through music, shared communion, and the 
washing of hands. This service will be held at Aldersgate UMC in the Sanctuary  
  
APRIL 14TH - GOOD FRIDAY - TENEBRAE WORSHIP SERVICE 7:00 
PM - “WE REMEMBER CALVARY” Lights and candles are extinguished as 
the Passion story unfolds, until one light is remaining “The Christ-light.” The           
dramatic Gospel readings are interspersed with hymns and special music by a com-
bined choir from Aldersgate & Mt. Sylvan. The service will be hosted at Mt. Sylvan 
UMC, 5731 Roxboro Rd.  
 
 

APRIL 16TH - EASTER SUNDAY - THREE WORSHIP SERVICES  
   
SUNRISE SERVICE - 6:30 AM Sunrise service will be held in the Columbarium. 
In case of rain, we will move into the Sanctuary. Message by Pastor Homer Morris. 
Breakfast will be served immediately after  the service by our  youth in the          
Family Life Center.  
 
8:30 AND 11:00 AM EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES at                
Aldersgate UMC Sanctuary - Join the celebration with AUMC Brass ensemble, 
handbells, and Chancel choir. We will lift our highest praise on this special holy 
day.  Message by Pastor Homer Morris.  Bring a flower to add to the flowering 
cross display outside the Aldersgate sanctuary. 

Holy Week Worship Services 



PAGE 19  GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST, AND AS A FAITHFUL COMMUNITY 
CALLED THE CHURCH.) 

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and all who live in 
it”. Psalm 24:1 
 
God owns everything. We are simply managers or administrators 
(stewards) acting on his behalf. A  group was given this information 
and then asked to come up with things, objects, abilities, gifts, any-
thing that God had entrusted each of us with that we could share 
with others. Below find some of the answers. Are you being a good 
steward with the things God entrusted to you? 

       Service 

        Time 

           Energy 

                  Wisdom 

            Abilities 

                    tReasures 

          Dollars 

             Scripture 

              Hospitality 

                            tIme    

       Prayer 

Consider extravagant Generosity as YOUR OWN stewardship 
theme…….. 
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When you think about AUMC’s finances, more than likely numbers, commas, and 
decimals come to mind.  Some may think of the annual budget. Others may think 
about monthly giving or the church’s capital debt.  While these are important      
aspects of the church’s finances, they are not our most important numbers.  The 
real story is what your generous and faithful financial support of the church makes 
possible – creating disciples of Christ.  It is the lives touched, needs met, and           
relationships deepened with our Lord and Savior.  
 
 
 
 
 

In "Do Something" by Matthew West, he sings about …”a world full of trouble”…”so far 
down”…”God , why don’t You do something?”…”people living in poverty”….”children sold into 
slavery”…”God, why don’t you do something”… and God said "I did! I created YOU!" 
What is the "something" you are going to do? Consider extravagant generosity! 
 

2017  February  Financials  

 

Income         $  119,319.00 

Expenses  $  119,338.00  

Net Loss   $    19.00 

MANY WAYS TO GIVE  

One convenient way to give is to set up an EFT or electronic funds transfer.  You can give a one-time gift or set up 
weekly, or monthly donations.  You can set it up yourself by going to our Aldersgate.org web site and then selecting 
Mission &  Giving and then On-line giving or by contacting our church treasurer.  
 
You can make donations to the operating budget, the capital campaign or to special ministries such as the community 
backpack ministry or urban ministries, or make a special memorial gift.  
 
Another way to give is by donating shares of stock.  We use the United Methodist Foundation and Morgan            
Stanley to assist us with gifts of stock.  If you are interested in this option just contact Mary Taylor by email at 
mary@aldersgate.org and she will give you or your stock broker the necessary paperwork to transfer the stock. 
  
Thanks for all that you do to support the many missions and ministries of Aldersgate. 
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8:15 AM SERVICE 
3/5/17  RILEY HALE     
3/12/17 DANIELLE NIXON 
3/19/17  
3/26/17 ELIZABETH HEALY 
 
 

Robin Thomas and Joyce Mackin 

Nursery Ministry 

Acolyte  

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding 
minister/pastor in worship and carries out cer-
tain duties, including candle lighting; carrying 
the processional cross; holding or getting items 
the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Communion, 
and other worship acts. Acolytes may be chil-
dren, youth, and adults.  

11:00 AM SERVICE 
3/5/17  BENJAMIN WIKE AND MCKAYLE NYE 
3/12/17 CAROLINE BARBOUR 
3/19/17 MADELINE HUGHES  
3/26/17 SAMMY TURLEY 
 

 Altar Guild  

EACH SUNDAY MORNING:  

Nursery teachers are:  
Lynn Wilfong, Ellen Whisnant and Dawn Eckhoff. 
 
 

Altar Guild assures the worship 
space and supporting materials are 
prepared for worship. 

Trustee for MARCH 

Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God 
has entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees 
supervise and maintain the property of the congrega-
tion to ensure that disciple-making ministries of the 
congregation are effective and that local legal re-
quirements related to the property are satisfied.  

Evelyn Johnson 



MARCH LAY ASSISTANTS  
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USHERS    GREETER  WELCOME STATION    LAY READER 
8:15 Service 
 
3/5 Chick Hinton  Carol Brese  (m) Carol Brese   Debbie Edge 
 Richard Riggsbee Dave Brese (o)    
 Katherine Siler 
 Mary Tom Roberts 
 
3/12 Paul Jones    Pat Stancil (m)  Pat Stancil   Sharon MacLaurin   
 Linda Jones  Norma Roberts  (o) 
 Phil Stancil   
 
3/19 John Field  Sharon MacLaurin (m) Sharon MacLaurin  Dave Breese  
 Mitch Adkins   Jackie Andrews (o) 
 Jacqueline Andrews 
 Chick Hinton     
 
3/26 Carol Brese  Mitch  Atkins (m) Mitch Atkins   Ken Morris 
 Doug Morris  Jacqueline Andrews (o)                             
  Chick Hinton  
 Holly Hall 
 
11:00 Service 
 
3/5 Bill Smith   Sarah Walker (m) Sarah Walker   Terri Ray 
 Pam Boatright  Brent Walker (0)  
 Michele Tucker  
 Paula Veasey   
 
3/12 Ginger Hawkins Paula James (m) Paula James   Richard King  
 Sarah Walker  Gary James (o) 
 Ed Osteen 
 Nancy Grinstead 
  
3/19 Kim Riggs   Rusty Grimm (m) Rusty Grimm   John Howe 
 Mike Hughes  Pam Boatright  (o) 
 Paula Alford   
 Jan Howe 
 
3/26 Emily Wike   Rusty Grimm (m) Rusty Grimm   Paula Alford  
 Amelia Oakley  Nancy Gaither (o) 
 Ronnie Oakley 
 Suzi Caudill 
 
  





Phone: 919-477-0509 
Email: holly@aldersgate.org 

1320 Umstead Drive 
Durham, NC 27712 

ALDERSGATE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

FIND US ON:  

Facebook:  Aldersgate UMC Durham 
Twitter:     TheGate27712 
Website:    Aldersgate.org  
LinkedIn:   Aldersgate United            
     Methodist Church  


