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Everything I have accomplished, or ever will achieve as a minister, is a result of 
God’s calling on my life, when I was 17 years old.  There have been stagnant 
places in my life in which God’s purpose was impaired for particular tasks.  
What is it in our lives that keeps us from completing God’s perfect will for us?  
Is it our careers?  Is it particular relationships?  Is God’s Church suffering        
because we’ve lost our vision?  Someone once asked Helen Keller what could 
possibly be worse than blindness.  She responded, “To have sight, but no      
vision.” 

 

God wants us to see ourselves according to His future plans for us.  In the story 
of Gideon, God called him a “mighty man of valor” (Judges 6:12, NKJV)  How 
could this be?  Gideon was a coward!  God was not referring to Gideon as he 
was in his present condition.  He was speaking of the mighty warrior this Old 
Testament character would become.  Many of us are frustrated because we are 
unable to see past our circumstances and discern the call of God.  How do we 
obtain vision?  My vision was given to me in a time of meditation and deep 
worship.  I was communing with the God when my destiny unfolded before me.  
Through a relationship with God, we gain spiritual insight that far exceeds any-
thing we can see with natural eyes. 

 

The moment we begin to prepare for vision, we serve notice that we are serious.  
When we’re prepared, we attract opportunity.  People with vision have three 
things in common:  They see the past as their teacher, they view the present as 
an opportunity and they refuse to face the future with fear.  Our visions will 
become rewarding spiritual adventures.  What are we waiting for? 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Homer E. Morris 

 
 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST : 

Message from the Pastor  1 
June Birthdays   2 
Financial Peace/Summer Giving 3 
Stephen Ministry   4 
Families Moving Forward  4 
Haiti Mission Work   5-6 
Vacation Bible School  7-8 
Everything Kids                 9 
Summer Sunday School*Kids 9-10 
Music & Arts Camp  11 
Summer Sunday School*Adults  12 
PrimeTimers   13 
National Anthem “Bull Ring”  13 
Garden Works   13 
Music Notes   14 
Worship Servants   15 
Extravagant Change   16 
Weekday School Ministry  17 
Ladies, Let’s Do Lunch  18 
UMM Durham Bulls Game  18 
Thank You’s   19 
Blessing by the Pound  19 
Caring for the Caregiver  19 
Trustees Information  20 
Hurricane Season   20 
Technology Happenings  20 
Sunday Worship in June  21 
Special Worship Service  21 
Extravagant Generosity  22-23 
Acolytes/Altar Guild/Trustees 24 
June Lay Assistants  25  



 

 
 

Cindy Copolo   06/18 

Donny Berini   06/19 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Peter Andrews  06/01 

Sarah Leonard  06/01 

James Metzdorf 06/03 

Mark Mullins  06/03 

Liam Byerly  06/04  

Noelle Montgomery 06/04 

Bridget Willliams 06/04  

Taylor Healy  06/05 

Noah McCall  06/05 

Brandon Mitchell 06/06 

Shane Boatright 06/07 

Reid Moser  06/07 

Brent Walker  06/07 

Emily Falise  06/09 

Matthew Johnson 06/10 

Reagan Szafran 06/10 

Jacob Bosecker 06/12 

Fletcher Swenson 06/13 

Daniel Barbour 06/15 

Juliana Hilton  06/15 

Laurie Leeson  06/15 

David Anderson 06/16  



 

  

FINANCIAL PEACE  

THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING!  
Learn God’s way of handling money with Dave         
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University! The average 
turnaround is $ 8,000 in just the first three months.  
 
FREE PRE-VIEW on  Sunday, August 27th   

12:15 until 12:45 (right after church) in the 

Wesley Room  

 
 

Classes start:  Wednesday September 15th – November 15th  
6:30 until 8 pm in Room 202 in the FLC  
Cost of the kit is $ 75 per family.  
For more information please email Mary Taylor: mary@aldersgate.org 
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Summer is a great time to make vacation travel plans. Some 
Sundays we are at Aldersgate and some weeks we are visit-
ing other churches all over the world. Our missions and 
ministries goes on where ever we might be from week to 
week.  There are  several easy ways you can continue your 
offerings to Aldersgate even when you are out of town.  

1. You can set up automatic giving using your bank      
account or credit card.   

2. You can go to our web site Aldersgate.org, click on missions & giving then online          
giving. Using our partner VANCO you can set up your automatic contribution to 
AUMC. 

3. You can fill out an Electronic giving form and put it in Mary’s mailbox.  

 

You can choose to give weekly, twice a month, once a month or any option of your 
choosing. If you have any questions just give Mary a call at 919-477-0509 x 311 or  
by email mary@aldersgate.org. 

KNOWING ( KNOW MORE ABOUT GOD, EACH OTHER, AND THE NEEDS OF THE 

mailto:mary@aldersgate.org
mailto:mary@aldersgate.org


Are you going through a difficult time?           
Stephen Ministers can help. They are       
members of our Aldersgate family who have          
received special training that enables them to 
listen, encourage, and provide emotional and 
spiritual support to people going through a         
difficult time. In fact, their training allows them 
to provide one-to-one Christian care to those 
who are experiencing grief, loneliness,  divorce,  

hospitalization, disability, job loss, and many other life struggles. 
 
Joanne sought out a Stephen Minister after trying to cope alone with her grief following 
the death of her husband, Jody. Looking back, Joanne indicated that she realized that she 
had defined herself for so long as a wife and as a mother—and now that was all gone  
following Jody’s fatal car accident. “It was like I didn’t even know who I was anymore,” 
she cried out!  
 
Joanne credits her Stephen Minister with helping her find a level of comfort and hope 
that is helping her to heal. “My Stephen Minister,” she said, “helped me to see that my 
grief was causing me to flounder so much that I didn’t even know who I was anymore. It 
was also preventing me from looking up to see what I could learn from my situation. My 
Stephen minister helped me to see that God hadn’t taken what I needed away from me, as 
I thought.  Rather, He had given me more of himself.  As I was learning how God would 
help me recover from my loss, then I was able to trust Him more and more. And that was 
all I needed.” 
 
If you want to learn more about how Aldersgate UMC’s Stephen Ministry program can 
help you thru a crisis, or if you know of a relative, a friend, or a co-worker, who might 
benefit, contact Jack Snyder at 919-477-0509 Ext. 303, or email him at: 
Jack@aldersgate.org.  

 

         LOVING   (LOVE GOD THROUGH WORSHIP, AND LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR        
 THROUGH SERVICE)  

PAGE 4 

FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD * 
HOMELESS SHELTER FOR FAMILIES  
The next time we will be serving the families at FMF will be Monday July 

10th and Thursday July 13th.  

If you would like to help with food, serving food, tutoring or child care please email me at 
mary@aldersgate.org  

Please mark your calendar … We will serve in the Fall on Oct 9th and Oct 12th. 

mailto:Jack@aldersgate.org.


 

 
PAGE 5 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE, NO IT REALLY DOES * Shelia Rittgers  

 

This year AUMC sent a team of nine (myself, April Perry, Regina Whitaker, Ethan Whitaker, 
Rob Hogarth, Jane Bahor, Virginia Crank, Diane Wingo, Caroline Sherman) to Haiti on a dif-
ferent kind of service trip than the usual. Our usual eye evaluation and medical care along 
with hygiene classes was momentarily replaced by vision screening and reading glasses, 
planting banana trees, helping to rebuild roofs and rebuilding a bridge. That last one for me 
gives new meaning to Isaiah 58:12 “Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise 
up the age old foundations: you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets 
with dwellings.” 

 

The time in Haiti had a very distinct community feeling to it. We worked with Haitian boss 
men and apprentices to fix the roofs blown away months ago by Hurricane Matthew. We 
worked side by side with Haitian farmers who dug holes and instructed us on how to plant a 
banana tree. And then there is the bridge. The bridge is essential to the community of Sucrerie 
Henri as there is only one way in and one way out. The hurricane and recent rains eroded the 
center and half of the road that it connected to on both ends and one wall. One thought daily 
“hmm, I wonder if we will get stuck today or it’s raining, hope we get over that 
bridge.” Logistics are not always easy in Haiti and that’s where flexibility comes in. On a par-
ticularly slow day our team lead, April Perry, asked the local priest, Father Joseph, about the 
damaged bridge. He explained that they had no money in the community to fix it and no one 
could tell when or if the government would help. Further talks with him and a main boss man 
mason generated a plan. The team would help with the costs and work with the boss and 
some of his men, if they thought they could repair the bridge. The offer was accepted and our 
new adventure began. 

 

Huge boulders needed to be moved into the large holes. This began with our team and the 
boss man’s crew and then young Haitian men and women in the village came to help. Then 
the children and the Gran Mouns, the elders. Each person doing their best to tote rocks, dig 
them up with a pick axe, move by hand or in a small bucket. We were all working together, 
not sharing a language but instinctively knowing what we needed to do to communicate with 
each other; smiling, gesturing where to put this rock or back up I’m throwing this. A Mack 
truck delivered boulders to supplement what we had, another arrived with a load of sand and 
another with gravel. The cement man gave us a good deal on twenty bags of cement each 
weighing 93 pounds. Three days of work resulted in a new wall for one side of the bridge, 
center areas patched looking like new and a smooth connection between the road and the 
bridge. Shaking the Boss Man’s hand as we were leaving gave me an incredible feeling of 
connection as we both smiled and commented on how good the bridge looked.  

 

(continued on page 6) 
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE, NO IT REALLY DOES * Shelia Rittgers  (continued) 

  

Many thanks to the congregation of AUMC and the Weekday school for your essential prayers 
and financial assistance for this trip. You were there with us. You smiled at grandma as she put 
her small bucket of rocks into that huge hole, you were part of the prayers said by our eye team 
with each and every person they saw, you were part of the house blessings given when a roof 
was completed. You were a repairer of broken walls and a bridge. 
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 BIBLE SCHOOL  

VBS REGISTRATION  * JUNE 26TH  - 30TH * 5:30 (DINNER) UNTIL 8:00 PM  

Register online at www.aldersgate.org. If you have questions, please contact Eric Prenshaw,         
eric@aldersgate.org. 

 

VBS HELPERS NEEDED! 

We are so excited about our VBS theme this year! We will need all hands on deck to make 
this a wonderful experience for all of our kids. There truly is a job for everyone. Here are a 
few that we need, but there are many more. If you have questions or want to know more 
about how to help, please contact Eric Prenshaw (eric@aldersgate.org), Holly Fishback 
(hfishback@nc.rr.com), or Emily Wike (ewemilycatherine21@gmail.com) 
 

K-1st grade small group coordinator  *  2nd-3rd grade small group coordinator  * 4th-5th 
grade small group coordinator  *  Preschool teachers and leaders  *  Elementary small group 
leaders  * Decorations   *    Games *  Crafts  *  Missions  *  Skits * Music  * Audio Visual * 
Photography * Food Prep *Meal Coordinators * Set up 

 

Keep your eyes on the e-blast and bulletin for more specific items that 
we will need in the coming weeks. 

 

Eric Prenshaw  

mailto:www.aldersgate.org
mailto:eric@aldersgate.org
mailto:eric@aldersgate.org
mailto:hfishback@nc.rr.com
mailto:ewemilycatherine21@gmail.com
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K-1: 
Glow sticks 
Blueprints ordered from Orangevbs.com 
Black art paper (or construction paper taped to-
gether) 
Chalk pen, paint pen, silver sharpie 
Crayons 
Round color coding labels (dot stickers) -5 per 
kid 
Plastic or Styrofoam bowls (1 for every 5) 
Bandaids  
Paper plates – day 5 memory verse activity 
Glow bracelets for every child 
Verses printed on avery labels 5620  
 
2-3: 
blueprints (one for each child) 
hand sanitizer 
small tub for water 
10 pennies and 1 dime for every 3 kids (in a 
sandwich bag) 
3 pairs of socks for every 3 kids   
colander (one for each small group) 
water bottles – one for each kid 
craft foam sheets 
permanent markers 
index cards (1 for each kid) 
tape  
glue sticks 
streamers in any color 
aluminum foil 
 

4-5: 
blueprints (one for each child) 
paper plates (1 for each kid) 
powdered drink mix – they will put their tongues 
on it so sweetened 
Index cards (2 for each kid) 
Markers 
Stamp pads (washable) 
Baby wipes 
Blindfolds (bandanas?)  
Old telephone cords, plastic containers, paper 
towel tubes, wire, boxes, old computer or cell 
phone parts, hammers, staplers, scissors, hole 
punchers, pliers, small nails 
Yarn, tape, string 
Construction paper 
Markers 
Gadgets : household items or tools that look 
strange (avocado peeler, head massager, crimp-
ing iron, pasta servers, etc.) 
Large block of ice 
Kosher salt 
Small medicine droppers 
Food coloring 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL * SMALL GROUP SUPPLY NEEDS 

Please place your donated items in the bins located outside the church 
office in the lobby of  the family life center. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  

NO Sunday School on June 25th nor July 30th 

Due to the worship services at 10:30 on these 
days, we will not meet for Sunday School on 
June 25 nor July 30. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DATES 

June 19-23: Chestnut Ridge Camp 
June 26—30: Vacation Bible School  

 

PROMOTION SUNDAY & SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

On June 11th, all grade levels for Sunday School will 
move up.  

Current 2nd graders will graduate up to 3rd grade. 
Current 5th graders will graduate to 6th grade and at-
tend the middle school class, and etc.  

Since we are combining children’s Sunday School clas-
ses for the summer this will not effect where you attend 
class unless your child is a 2 year old ready to join the 
Sunday School program, a Kindergarten student moving 
up to the elementary level in 1st grade, or a 5th grader 
moving to the middle school class. 

CHILDREN’S SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Combined classes: Preschool and Elementary 

From June 11 through August 20 we will offer two children’s 
classes. Our Preschool class will be for 2 year olds through 
rising Kindergarten. They will study our usual Deep Blue 
Curriculum. Our elementary class will be for rising 1st-5th 
graders. They will use a new curriculum called Illustrated 
Compassion: Learning to Love Like God  
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
ILLUSTRATED COMPASSION  

We will use a new curriculum for our elementary class during the summer. This requires little prep from teachers 
but shares some rich Biblical content featuring some creative artwork and coloring projects for the children. Lessons 
will be split into 3 modules as shown below, all focusing on our God who is “gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love.” 
 
Module 1 – Compassion in the Hebrew Scriptures: Many of you may have heard something like this before: “The 
God of the Hebrew Scriptures doesn’t feel like a very compassionate God….” And yet, the Hebrew Scriptures are 
filled with stories about the compassion that God has for God’s creation and humanity, and the ways in which God 
wants us to live compassionate lives. Our first module, Compassion in the Hebrew Scriptures shares with children 
those stories. 
 
Module 2 – Compassion in the New Testament: Module 2 is Compassion in the New Testament, and we spend 
time in the Gospels and see how Jesus had compassion on his disciples and followers through a variety of different 
methods, including healing them. 
 
Module 3 – Living a Compassionate Life: Finally, Module 3 is Living a Compassionate Life and will take us to a 
place of thinking more about the different ways God shows compassion (both in the Hebrew Scriptures and the New 
Testament) and the ways in which God’s people throughout scripture have shared compassion with others. This will 
then lead to a conversation that will help these children begin to think about how they can be more compassionate in 
the world. 
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 MUSIC AND ARTS CAMP WEEK IS COMING! 
 For ages 6 through 13 

 WHEN:   Kick-Off Pizza Preview is  
 Sunday, July 9,   4:30-6:15 pm 

 Camp runs from July 10-14,  9am-1pm  
 Cost: $55. to cover expenses 

 

 

 

This year’s musical is “The Rock Slinger and His Greatest Hit,” by Tom Long and Allen           
Pote.  This a fun telling of this classic, important story of David and Goliath.  We like to 
think of it as The Original Rock-and-Roll Story!  Through games, activities and rehearsals, 
we’ll be singing, dancing, acting, creating sets and props, and participating in our yearly mir-
acle: a Musical in One Week.   

 

Registration forms are at Aldersgate.org, sign-in points and Welcome Centers.  Please try to 
register by June 30. As soon as you register, you will receive a copy of the listening CD!     

 

Auditions for larger roles will be held on June 27 @10 am OR June 28 at 3 pm (Earlier        
auditions may be arranged.)  Most of the smaller roles will be given out at the Pizza Preview 
or first day of camp.  

 

Help Wanted: we are blessed to have our awesome Camp Staff to help with this week, but 
would love to incorporate more of Aldersgate’s members in volunteering with the children 
through this week, and with prep tasks such as making some simple costume enhancements.   
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Summer Sunday School Kickoff * June 11 
Adult Community Sunday School begins 
Children and  Youth Promotion Sunday 

 

 

         Youth Sunday School 

During the summer, ALL OF OUR YOUTH will 
meet in the Bull City Youth Room for Sunday School. 
(NOT IN ROOM 201).  Middle School and High 

School youth will meet together in this class led by Cameron Burleson. 

 

 

Adult Summer Sunday School 

Community Sunday School-Modern Parables 

Starting on June 11, the Outbackers and Young Adult Sunday School classes will 
join together for a summer study on the parables. Other classes are welcome to 
join too!   

This study uses short modern day films to capture the original emotion and intent of Jesus’ para-
bles. For those with an interest in film and how the arts intersect with theology, you will love 
this format! We will watch the film together and then discuss the passage together. The class will 
meet from June 11-August 20 at 9:45am on Sunday in FLC, Room  202 (the Outbackers room). 
Teaching responsibilities will be shared between class leaders. 

FOR YOUTH & ADULTS  
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PRIMETIMERS   

JUNE SCHEDULE 

Thursday, June 1, PrimeTimers will be having their     
regular potluck lunch.  Bring your favorite dish to pass 
and as usual, desserts and beverages will be provided.  

 
 Mary Ellen Rogers and Sandra Reynolds will be doing a 
duet (piano and flute), as well as Nan de Andrade and Sharon MacLaurin (dulcimer) and Eric Prenshaw (guitar).  
Come and join us for a truly musical lunch. 
 
Thursday, June 15, will be a bring your own sandwich or salad.  Desserts and beverages will be provided. 
Our program will be a presentation by Ken and Linda Morris on their recent trip to Australia.  Come and  enjoy 
their talk about our friends from “down under”. 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  July 6th, we will be having our  4th of July Picnic.  More details to follow. 

 

  

 

NATIONAL ANTHEM “BULL RING”  On Saturday, June 3 at 6:35 pm, two 

hundred handbell ringers will take the field at the Durham Bulls Ballpark to ring the  Na-
tional Anthem!  There will be ringers from all over the Triangle and the four best ones will 
be from Aldersgate!  Join us as we stand for Old Glory, and then stay and enjoy the game, 
Bulls v. Pawtucket, and FIREWORKS after the game!   

Come grow with us in the Genesis Garden! Garden workdays are scheduled for Wednesday evenings 
from 6-8pm on May 31, June 7, 14, and 21. On May 31 we will have pizza and snacks for all those helping 
with the garden that night. Come late or leave early if needed, some may have to leave for choir at 7:30. 
But many hands make for light work and we’re excited to see what God is doing through the soil here at 
Aldersgate UMC. For questions about the garden, please contact Sandra Reynolds, Karen Bowen, or 
Cathy Chappell.  
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MUSIC NOTES BY NAN DE ANDRADE 
 
CHANCEL CHOIR  

Summertime can be a wonderful time to join us in our music ministry. 
We will continue to hold rehearsals on Wednesdays from 7:30-9:00.  Our 
choir members are “in and out” accommodating summer travel, so if you 
have some weeks where you could help us out, we need you!  We         
rehearse weeks ahead for each song, so you will be prepared.  Youth and 
adults of any voice and experience are welcomed!   Child care can be  
arranged, just let Nan know. 

 

Rehearsal schedule: every Wednesday through July 20, except June 28 and July 5.  Choir will be serving each 
week through July 23.  Then, we will take a break to “talent scout” out in the congregation!  We always want to 
GROW! 

 

SOLOISTS  

We count on your special gifts through the summer, especially in August when the choir 
takes their “vacation.”  Have you got a song in your heart?  Or might you share an instru-
mental solo?  Please volunteer, we’d love to hear you! 

 

SING WITH YOUR SMALL GROUP! 

Your Sunday school class, work team, or fellowship group is hereby invited to choose a Sunday during this       
summer, and show everyone how much you love God by sharing a favorite hymn/song together in worship!  
Nan can work with you to resource/prepare, contact her today for more information!   

 

WONDERING ABOUT HANDBELLS? 

More ringers are welcome – new groups will form in late August.  PLEASE Email 
Nan if you’re interested in possibly joining a new beginners group or our advanced 
group this fall.  Also, music reading skills are needed – and if you need some help 
with this, summer would be a great time to learn- see Nan for some FREE tutoring in 
music literacy!   

 

INTEREST AND TALENTS SEARCH 

Do you (did you) play an instrument?  Would you be interested in playing with a band/orchestra/small ensem-
ble to serve in worship and oureach here at Aldersgate?  Let Nan know you’re out there! 

 

NEED SOME “Mi-Mi-Mi” TIME? 

Now is a great time for Nan to spend some time with you to help you identify and grow 
your skills either as a singer or as a music reader!  She can listen to your voice, give you 
some help on how to sound your best, and teach some healthy singing habits.  Or, if you 
always wanted to learn how to read music, you can spend some time learning the basics to 
get started. Lessons are “free” – it surely will benefit AUMC’s music ministry for you to 
take some  Mi-Mi-Mi time.  So contact Nan for some one-on-one time nan@aldersgate.org 
or 477-0509 x 116 

mailto:nan@aldersgate.org
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WORSHIP SERVANTS OF THE MONTH   

 by Rev. Nan de Andrade  

 

This new feature will highlight some of the “invisible”   

heroes of our  worship experience.   

This month, let’s thank God for Aldersgate’s:  

 

                   altAR GUILD 

 

Aldersgate’s Altar Guild’s guiding scripture might be Psalm 34:6, “O, taste and see that 

the Lord is good.”    

 

Our Altar Guild makes sure that we have the bread and cup prepared and replenished 

for communion, place water in our baptismal and pitcher,  rotate our banner displays, 
change paraments to reflect the season’s colors, create our special Easter and Christ-
mas décor (lilies, poinsettias, Lenten/Flowering cross, window candles, white drape),   

refill the oil in our altar candles and lighters, place the altar flowers and refresh the    
narthex displays… in other words, the Altar Guild serves to help us taste and see God’s 

goodness, through sacrament, symbol, tradition and Word in our worship spaces.    

 

 

There are approximately twenty ladies who faithfully serve in teams of two or three each 

month, with some “all hands on deck” for fifth Sundays and high holy seasons.  They 
are led in a marvelously organized way by Cathy Cozart, who also maintains our sacris-

ty to assure that supplies are ready and that the Christian calendar is properly support-
ed.   Cathy would like a special hurrah to the Parham family, who help get the magnifi-
cent white drape up on the central cross, and to Bucky Cozart, who “patiently” wields 

the banner-changing pole when it’s time to rotate banners. Sometimes, I call these          
volunteers our “worship fairies” because they come in during the week or on Saturdays 
and do their magic!  Their work doesn’t draw attention to them, but it is there purely to 

support our awareness of God’s beauty and gracious presence. So, this week in         
worship, let yourself savor the gifts that our Altar Guild set before us each week.  When 

you have opportunity, tell someone what you noticed, what helped you to sense God’s 
presence and blessing.   Take a moment to thank God for their work for us, for God’s 

glory.   
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A woman from a small congregation was leading a discussion 
on fruitful congregations in her home with a dozen folks attend-
ing.  On the first night she placed a large Tupperware bowl in 
the middle of a table.  As the group finished, she asked everyone 
to empty his or her pockets, purses, and wallets of change – not 
bills, just coins.  She repeated this request each week as they dis-
cussed the study book together.  Each week, more and more 

money filled the bowl.  On the last night as they talked about Extravagant Generosity, she revealed her 
plan to donate the money to an international campaign whose extravagant efforts would change the lives 
of many.  This small group had accumulated $300 in change.  It was a painless and enjoyable exercise 
while studying the book and the result was the saving of the lives of many children across the world.   

 

Generosity is a fruit of the Spirit, a worthy spiritual aspiration.  To practice Extravagant Generosity        
requires self-control, patience, kindness, faith, and love of God and neighbor.  These build us up; equip us 
for life and for ministry; and foster perspectives and attitudes that are sustaining, enriching, and meaning-
ful.  Giving changes to the giver, the recipient, and the congregation.   

 

Congregations learn discipleship, deepening their own faith through study together, practicing simple 
generosity, and changing lives of people they will never know while they are also allowing God to 
change them and their church.   

 

Is Aldersgate UMC listening and letting God lead them in directions that will help change lives in our 
community, our nation, and internationally?   

 

Here are some of the visions God has given our church: 

1.  Helping the families of sick children at Duke Hospital 
2. Providing assistance to home-bound church members, such as transportation to doctor’s appoint-

ments, grocery shopping. 
3.  Becoming a community shelter for the community in case of disaster 
4.  Providing meeting room facilities or recreational facilities for communities, groups, etc., to come 

together. 
5.  Upward Soccer Program for children in our community (i.e., soccer league) 
6.  Providing a free meal to the community periodically 
7.  Providing small financial assistance to people in need (gas and food gift cards) 

What will you do to change someone’s life this week?  Will you listen and let God lead you as you            
support God’s missions and ministries? 

Change Can Make An  
Extravagant Change. . . 
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ALDERSGATE WEEKDAY MINISTRY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Camp is right around the corner!  Register now for Elementary and Preschool age      
summer camps. Elementary camps are 7:30-6:00 pm each day.  Preschool camps are 9:00-12:00 
each day.  Please call (919) 479-8686 for more information and to register.   
 
 
 
 

PRESCHOOL SUMMER CAMP 
June 19-23                          Ladybugs, Butterflies, bugs – oh my! 
 
July 24-28                           Land of Dinosaurs 
 
July 31 – Aug. 4                 Outer Space 
 
Aug. 7-11                           Pirates and Princesses 
 
 

ELEMENTARY SUMMER CAMP 
June 12-15                          Around the World in 5 days 
 
June 19-23                          Plants, wings and crawly things 
 
June 26-30                          VBS theme 
 
July 3-7                              CLOSED July 4th week 
 
July 10-14                          Music and Arts Camp 
 
 
A new play structure for the playground is coming!   
We will be replacing the wooden structure on the  
elementary playground.   
 
Look for the new play structure sometime in June 2017.   
 
Thanks,  Evelyn Johnson 
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On May 5, we had our first attempt in a long time to have a 
gathering of ladies from the Church for a noontime meal 
together.  We had 20 participants gather at C & H Cafeteria 
at Northgate for a pleasant and friendly meal.  We would 
like to make this a regular opportunity to have food and          
fellowship together. 
 
LADIES WHO LUNCH * If you are a lady of the church, 
retired or otherwise, and available to go to lunch on a        
Friday, please join us!  We will be gathering at a local         
cafeteria on the second Friday of every other month to have 
lunch and just enjoy each other’s company! 
 
We can gather at the church at 12 noon and take the bus, or 

carpool, so that we don't all have to drive to the destination. If you need a ride from home, call Judy Alford 
919-210-4146.   
 
The next luncheon: July 14th at  K & W Cafeteria (road trip) Chapel Hill. So mark your calendar “Ladies 
Who Lunch” and “Let’s Do Lunch!”    
 
Feed My Flock 
 
Dates planned for 2017: 

 July 14, K & W Cafeter ia (road tr ip),  Chapel Hill 

 September 8, C & H Cafeter ia,  Nor thgate Mall 

 November 10, K & W Cafeter ia (road tr ip),  Chapel Hill 

 

 

 

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME!   
 
The last opportunity to reserve tickets ($13.00) to join the AUMC         
Methodist Men at the Tuesday, June 20 Durham Bulls baseball game will 
be 5:00 p.m.  Sunday June 4th.  After this - all tickets NOT SPOKEN 
FOR will be returned.  If you want a ticket OR WANT TO SPONSOR 
SOMEONE (purchase a ticket for them) - you MUST contact Jeff             
Sturkey at 919-257-1924 or jeffsturkey@earthlink.net BY 5:00 P.M. ON 
SUNDAY, JUNE 4th. 

mailto:jeffsturkey@earthlink.net
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Dear Members of Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 

Thank you so much for your recent donation to Open Table Ministry, 
Inc. of on April 25, 2017. 

Your generosity allows us to continue to provide these life-changing 
services to the homeless and unsheltered of Durham, from a weekly hot 
meal to assistance in gaining permanent housing.  We sincerely thank 
you for your help in supporting the most vulnerable members of our 
community. 

 

We serve a lunch to the homeless community at Trinity United Methodist (215 N. Church Street, Durham) 
every Monday at noon.  I would like to invite the members of Aldersgate to join us any time.  We would 
love to meet you all in person to say thank you and introduce you to the people we serve.  Please be in touch 
if you would like to join us!  There are many ways to get involved with Open Table Ministry and we would 
love to invite you to come and learn more about us. 

 

For more information on Open Table Ministry, please visit www.opentableministry.org. 

Gratefully yours,   
Jennifer Mario,  
Board Chair, Open Table Ministry   
 jennilfer.mario@openministry.org 
 

 

 

Blessings by the pound !  

 
Aldersgate delivered 758 pounds of food on to Urban Ministries. Thank you 
for your support in this ministry.  
 
THIS MONTH URBAN MINISTRY IS IN NEED OF:                    
CANNED MEATS,  CANNED FRUIT, AND PASTA SAUCE 

MONDAY EVENING  
Caring for Caregivers meets the 2nd Monday each month (June 13th 
for this month)  7:00 pm in Room 201 in the Family Life Center. A class for 
those caring for loved ones of any age.  Learn, share and walk with others 
through this difficult journey. Led by: Sandra Reynolds.  

mailto:www.opentableministry.org.
mailto:%20jennilfer.mario@openministry.org
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TRUSTEE OF THE MONTH * 2017 

June - Susan Dernosek 
July - Randy Gordon 
August - Heather Mitchell 
September - Andy Revill / Lisa Clark 
October - David Shaffer / Susan Dernosek 
November - Gary James 
December - Lisa Clark 

The 2017 Hurricane Season is upon us. It runs from June 1st 
through November 30th. The prediction for this season: tropi-
cal depressions 23, tropical storms 22, hurricanes 12, major 
hurricanes 6. The State of North Carolina may be in the path of 
some or none of these predicted storms so the key for survival 
is preparedness. To prepare your home and family go to the 
web site: ready.gov. There you will easily find information on 
Basic Preparedness Tips, Preparing Your Home, Descriptions 
of Hurricane Watch, Hurricane Warning, Storm Aftermath, 
Community Events and Resources. If you have any questions 

for me, Alan Roberts, AUMC Facility  Manager e-mail me at alan@aldersgate.org 

TECHNOLOGY TEAM HAPPENINGS 

 

Our Aldersgate technology team has been pretty busy so 
far this year! Our team was formed as a subcommittee of 
the AUMC Trustees, to shepherd technology-related        
aspects of the church. We’ve have:  

 Worked with the AUMC trustees to upgrade office 
computers and software 

 Made additions to some of the classrooms in the Family Life Center.  

 Changed over our email provider (don’t worry, all the email addresses are still the 
same!)  

 Putting things in place for the staff to more easily share files and documents with each 
other.  

 Evaluating our campus network, as well as the cameras  mentioned last month.  

 Upgraded the sound system in the sanctuary.  

 

In all these activities, we keep in mind that while this is technology, these are really tools 
for ministry, to equip and enable our staff and congregation to carry forward their minis-
tries more effectively. If you have questions or suggestions, please contact John Hall at 
jahall@nc.rr.com.  

mailto:alan@aldersgate.org
mailto:jahall@nc.rr.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June  4th   Message by John Hall  

June 11th  Message by Eric Prenshaw  

June 18th    Message by Carley Prenshaw 

June 25th  Message by Homer Morris* ONE Service 10:30 am  (A celebration of 

Homer's 40 years in ministry will follow the fellowship meal, after morning worship) 

 

July 2   Pastor Bryan Faggart  
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A SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE INVITATION TO ALL ALDERSGATE 
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
 
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee of Aldersgate invites you and your family to a special day 
of worship and celebration on Sunday, June 25 at Aldersgate. As you know, Rev. Dr. Homer  
Morris is retiring from full-time ministry after 40 years of ministry in the North Carolina Confer-
ence. Aldersgate will be commemorating this milestone in a special time of recognition and cele-
bration following our morning worship service and lunch. Here ’s our plan for the day:  
 
10:30 – noon                     Sunday morning worship, Aldersgate Family Life Center  
Noon – 12:45                    Lunch, catered by Aldersgate United Methodist Men  
12:45 – 2:00                      A time of recognition and celebration of Homer’s ministry 
 
Please make plans now to attend all the events of this special day for Homer and Debra, and in the 
life of Aldersgate United Methodist Church.   
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CALLED THE CHURCH.) 

Extravagant  Generos i ty  
Our theme for this year’s stewardship campaign is Practicing Extravagant Generosity. 

You have probably heard various people talk about apportionments but perhaps no one has explained 
what an apportionment is and how those funds are calculated and used.  

Each year every UMC conference uses a formula to calculate how much money each Church should 
contribute to six different outreach areas of the church.  The formula is approved by each Annual 
Conference session and is based on how each individual church spends money.  Each year we report 
our income and expenses in various categories and these amounts are compared to the total of all of 
the churches.  Our part of the whole is calculated using a ratio.  

 

For 2017 our giving was calculated as $ 125,878…which was split up in the following six missions. 

Black College Fund – Supports ten historically black colleges including one medical school …. $ 1548 

 

Africa University – Funds the development of a UM University in Zimbabwe (a place where UMC is 
experiencing its fastest growth as a denomination) …………………………………………...……$ 346 

 

Interdenominational Cooperation Fund – Supports ecumenical general church activities with other 
Christian communities witnessing in the World.   ……………..………………………………....  $ 303 

 

Episcopal Fund – Funds salaries and expenses of active UM bishops and dependents, retired bishops 
and surviving spouses……………………………………………………………………...……..…  $ 3402 

 

Past Service Liability / Pension Insurance – Provides funding toward unfunded pensions and health 
insurance liabilities for retired pastors……………………………………………………………$ 18,961 

 

World Service & NC Conference Connectional Ministries – The basic benevolence fund of the church 
that distributes to the general program agencies.  These agencies resource local churches and extend-
ed local church mission nationally and internationally in meaningful ways in God’s mission through-
out the world…(Examples include Disaster Readiness & Response, Methodist Home for Children and 
Methodist Retirement Homes. ……………………………………………………………..……..$ 101,318 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017  JuneFinancials  

 

Income         $  288,409. 

Expenses   $  289,607. 

Net income  $  (1,198.00)     

Cash Flow  $  60,000. 

 

MANY WAYS TO GIVE  

One convenient way to give is to set up an EFT or electronic funds transfer.  You can give a one-time gift 
or set up weekly, or monthly donations.  You can set it up yourself by going to our Aldersgate.org web site 
and then selecting Mission &  Giving and then On-line giving or by contacting our church treasurer.  
 
You can make donations to the operating budget, the capital campaign or to special ministries such as the 
community backpack ministry or urban ministries, or make a special memorial gift.  
 
Another way to give is by donating shares of stock.  We use the United Methodist Foundation and Morgan            
Stanley to assist us with gifts of stock.  If you are interested in this option just contact Mary Taylor by email 
at mary@aldersgate.org and she will give you or your stock broker the necessary paperwork to transfer the 
stock. 
  
Thanks for all that you do to support the many missions and ministries of Aldersgate. 
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8:15 AM SERVICE 
6/4  CAMERON NYE  
6/11  DANIELLE NIXON 
6/18  BENJAMIN WIKE 

Stacey McCorison, Suzi Caudill and Sarah Walker  
 

Nursery Ministry 

Acolyte  

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding 
minister/pastor in worship and carries out         
certain duties, including candle lighting; carrying 
the processional cross; holding or getting items 
the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Communion, 
and other worship acts. Acolytes may be children, 
youth, and adults.  

11:00 AM SERVICE 
6/4  BENJAMIN WIKE  
6/11  BENJAMIN WIKE 
6/18  MEADOW SNYDER 
6/25  10:30  ONE SERVICE SAMMY TURLEY 
  

 Altar Guild  

EACH SUNDAY MORNING:  

Nursery teachers are:  
Lynn Wilfong, Ellen Whisnant and Dawn Eckhoff. 
 
 

Altar Guild assures the worship 
space and supporting materials are 
prepared for worship. 

Trustee for June 

Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God 
has entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees 
supervise and maintain the property of the congrega-
tion to ensure that disciple-making ministries of the 
congregation are effective and that local legal re-
quirements related to the property are satisfied.  

Susan Dernosek 

 



JUNE LAY ASSISTANTS  
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USHERS    GREETER  WELCOME STATION    LAY READER 
8:15 Service 
 
6/4 Chick Hinton  Carol Brese (M) Carol Brese   Barbara Atkinson 
 Richard Riggsbee Dave Brese (O) 
 Katherine Siler 
 Mary Tom Roberts 
  
6/11 Paul Jones  Pat Stancil (M)  Pat Stancil   Debbie Edge 
 Linda Jones  Norma Roberts (O) 
 Phil Stancil 
 Chick Hinton 
 
6/18 John Field  Mary Tom Roberts (M) Mary Tom Roberts  Richard King 
 Mitch Adkins  Richard Riggsbee (O)   
 Jacqueline Andrews 
 Chick Hinton 
 
6/25 10:30  One Service  -  See below 
 
 
11:00 Service 
 
6/4 Bill Smith  Sarah Walker (M) Sarah Walker   Paula Alford 
 Pam Boatright  Brent Walker (O) 
 Michele Tucker 
 Paula Veasey 
 
6/11 Ginger Hawkins Paula James (M) Paula James   Ronnie Oakley 
 Sarah Walker  Gary James (O) 
 Suzi Caudill 
   
   
6/18 Kim Riggs  Nancy Gaither (M) Nancy Gaither   Paula Veasey 
 Mike Hughes  Amelia Oakley (O) 
 Paula Alford 
 Lynn Baird 
 
6/25 Emily Wike  Rusty Grimm   Rusty Grimm   Lee King 
 Amelia Oakley  Betty Jane Upchurch  
 Ronnie Oakley 
 Stacey McCorison 
  
 
  
 
  



Phone: 919-477-0509 
Email: holly@aldersgate.org 

1320 Umstead Drive 
Durham, NC 27712 

ALDERSGATE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

FIND US ON:  

Facebook:  Aldersgate UMC Durham 
Twitter:     TheGate27712 
Website:    Aldersgate.org  
LinkedIn:   Aldersgate United            
     Methodist Church  


