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Grace and peace to you in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord. It is good to be writing an 
article, to you, the beautiful people of Aldersgate (AUMC). I’ve been at AUMC for about 
a month now and I am beginning to find a rhythm for both work and personal life. I’ve         
reacquainted myself with Starbucks and Barnes and Noble. I haven’t forgotten how to get 
to the Durham Bulls Ballpark. This has been good. Most days I arrive in my comfortable 
office around 6:30. If I’m not in my office at this time you will most likely find me at 
Starbucks. So, I’m an early riser for work. I think better in the mornings, and I am more 
productive in the mornings. I don’t rise as early on Friday, my day off.  
 
Sometimes a congregation likes to know what their pastor is finding interesting in books. Lately, I have been 
reading, “Hallelujah, Anyway” by Anne Lammot, and I have just finished a book by Simon Sinek, “Leaders 
Eat Last.” The lastest movies that I have seen are: “The Wizard of Lies,” about the life of Bernie Madoff, 
and “Hacksaw Ridge,” about the life of WWII conscientious objector, who saved 75 men without picking up 
a gun. Both the books I have been reading, and the movies I have seen, have had something in common … 
they have been about being connected or disconnected in relationships.  

 
What a great segue to tell you about something that I have learned and 
will be sharing with you over the next months. Through the fourfold       
vision for AUMC, Connecting: Connect with God and One Another is 
our present ministry and mission emphasis. You will soon begin to hear 
in the various parts of our worship and Christian Formation the diverse 
and creative ways that we can connect and grow in our relationship with 
God and with one another. In my Sunday morning message on July 23rd 
I said that a Christian’s goal is not to just stay alive, it is to stay in love. 
Thomas Merton said it this way: “Love is our true destiny. We do not 
find the meaning of life by ourselves alone - we find it with another.”  
 

Here is what I know about love … love is not something I do to you or that you do to me, but that somehow, 
in each other’s company, we find ourselves connected to that which is Greater than either of us. (adapted, 
Transitional Ministry Today, p.125) I look forward to continue traveling with you on the path of discipleship 
and discovering the various ways that we can grow in our love for God and for one another.  
 
 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Bryan 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 

From the Pastor  1 
August Birthdays  2 
Financial Peace &  3 
Weekday School Ministries 3 
WNL/Classes  4-5 
Everything Kids *       6 
Summer Sunday School 6 
Fall Kick Off  6 

Upward Soccer  6 
Summer Sunday School  
   For Adults   7 
Caring for the Caregiver 7 
Garden Works  8 
PrimeTimers  9 
Families Moving Forward 9 
Music Notes  10-11 
Urban Ministries  12 
Agapeshop4kids  13 

Thank You    14 
Ladies Who Lunch   14 
Practice Extravagant Giving 15 
July Financials  16 
Acolytes/Altar Guild/ 17 
Trustees   17 
August Lay Assistants 18  

 

Ainsley Dickerson  08/02   
Hank Van Deventer  08/02 
Kelly Copolo   08/05 
Carl Chmielewski  08/06 
Carol Sue Cunningham 08/06 
John Howe   08/06 
Summer Stanley  08/06 
Rylin Kent   08/07 
Idia Piacentini   08/07 
Sierra Hunt   08/08 
Trampas Nevius  08/09 
Kelly Holland   08/10 
Suevil Cox   08/11 
Inna Nichols   08/11 
Makenzie Carver  08/12 
Kathy Chmielewski  08/12 
Dana Leeson   08/12 
Carley Prenshaw  08/12 
Patty Kreiselman  08/13 
Elena Thomas   08/13 
Janae Andrews  08/15 
Michele Burleson  08/15 
Andrew Gauger  08/16 
Julia Rosemond  08/16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daniel Cole   08/19 
David Leonard  08/19 
Bill Vincent   08/19 
Peggy Gregory  08/20 
Billy Cole   08/21 
David Elder   08/21 
Suzi Caudill   08/22 
Brian Reo   08/22 
Marie Muir   08/23 
Tanner Reo   08/23 
Ken Morris   08/24 
Wendy Tillotson  08/24 
Norma Ames   08/25 
Debbie Crownover  08/25 
Ellen Venable   08/25 
Connie Medlyn  08/26 
Glenn Reynolds  08/26 
Jesse Shipman   08/26 
Alexa Kent   08/27 
Conway Ormond  08/27 
Danielle Hay   08/29 
John Robert Sanders III 08/29 
Ed Denbo   08/31 
Linda Mills   08/31 



 

  

                                                 

FINANCIAL PEACE  

THIS CHANGES  

E V E RY T H I N G !                                                         

Learn God’s way of handling money with 
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University!                                                        

The average turnaround is $ 8,000 in just the 
first three months.  

 

CLICK HERE FOR THE 1st Step!  

 

 

FREE PRE-VIEW on  Sunday, August 27th  *  12:15 until 12:45 (immediately          

after church) in the Wesley Room  

 
Join us beginning Wednesday September 13th – November 15th  
6:30 until 8 pm in Room 202 in the FLC.  
 
Dinner is available each Wednesday night beginning at 5:30 pm  
Cost of the kit is $ 75 per family.  
For more information contact: Mary Taylor:  mary@aldersgate.org 

 

 

 

      
ALDERSGATE WEEKDAY MINISTRY  
Summer Camp is almost over !  Elementary camps are 7:30 am until 6:00 pm 
each day.  Preschool camps are 9:00 am -12:00 noon each day.  Please call 
(919) 479-8686 for more information.   
 

 
 
Preschool Summer Camp 
 
July 31 – Aug. 4                 Outer Space 
 
Aug. 7-11                           Pirates and Princesses 
 
 
A new play structure for the playground is here!  
We have replaced the wooden structure on the  
elementary playground.   

 
 

Thanks,  Evelyn Johnson 
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FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

Join us on Wednesday evenings starting on September 
13. We will meet together for a meal at 5:30 pm and 
then break into various class opportunities for children, 
youth, and adults. The cost for a meal is $6.50 per adult 
and $4 per child ($20 per family max).  

One of the things we need for our Wednesday night 
meals are groups willing to be responsible to be the        
dinner host for that evening.   

It is a wonderful way to raise a little money for your  
favorite mission area, and it provides a much needed 
and very welcomed service to your church family.  It’s 
also a fun way to build community within your own         

small group. Please contact Barbara Atkinson at habnc@hotmail.com or 919-638-5711 to schedule a date for 
your group.   The best dates – and menus - go fast so call soon !   

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE CLASSES 

Our fall season of classes will continue through November 15th. Nursery will be provided for infants and 
toddlers. Please see below for class descriptions. 

 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC AND WORSHIP ARTS * LED BY NAN DE ANDRADE 

All of our children from preschool age all the way through 5th grade are invited to participate in these special 
activities on Wednesday Night. These will include singing and preparing music to sing in worship, but will 
also touch on various arts including painting, puppets, bells, drama, gardening, and other engaging activities. 
There is always lots of variety and fun! 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE * LED BY MARY TAYLOR AND APRIL TWINE 

WHAT IS IT ?  Financial Peace University (FPU) is a 9 lesson, money-management course taught by 
America's most trusted financial guru, Dave Ramsey. Dave and his teaching team will walk you through the 
basics of budgeting, dumping debt, planning for the future and much more. This is a  life-changing course ! 
You can finally have “Financial Peace”  

 

EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY * LED BY JUDY ALFORD 
4 weeks from Sep 13-Oct 4 
How does our relationship with God shape our views about money? How does our giving affect our relation-
ship to God? How does God use our giving to change us? Experience afresh the joy of serving God through 
generosity. This study coincides with our 2017 stewardship program.   

You are invited over these 4 weeks to join in brief daily readings and weekly discussions with everyone else 
at Aldersgate UMC. Each reading prepares us to understand more clearly the ‘why’ of Christian giving and 
to develop a common language and theology of generosity.  (continued on page 5) 
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Everyone praying, reading, and reflecting on the same passages fosters a unified sense of purpose and clarity of 
mission. Your participation with an open heart helps open the doors for our church’s future mission.   

 

You will have the opportunity to participate in weekly discussion in each Sunday School class. If you are unable 
to attend a Sunday School class, we highly encourage you to join in this Wednesday night study. The content 
will be the same so you do not need to attend both. But we hope you can attend one! Along with the stewardship 
team, we are praying that these weeks will be a time of spiritual growth for you and your family and provide a 
renewed commitment to the ministry of Christ here at Aldersgate. 

 

THE JESUS CREED: LOVING GOD, LOVING OTHERS BY SCOT MCKNIGHT  
 LED BY PASTOR BRYAN   
6 weeks from Oct 11-Nov 15 

In this study we will look at what spiritual formation would have looked like during Jesus’ day using this         
wonderful book by Scot McKnight. When Jesus was asked by a religious scribe where to begin one’s life in   
spiritual formation, Jesus shared with him what we know as the Great Commandment. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and         
Leviticus 19:18, Mark 12:28-31). The principle of Christian spiritual formation is that a spiritually formed            
person loves God and loves others. This is a great introduction to the Christian spiritual life with many rich in-
sights for wherever you are in your journey with Jesus.  
 
The lessons follow this pattern: 
Session 1: The Jesus Creed 
Session 2: Do You Need a New Beginning? 
Session 3: What Has God Called You to Become? 
Session 4: How is God Calling You to Compassion 
Session 5: What Kind of Society Should Christians Make? 
Session 6: Yes, Disciples Fail … Living the Jesus Creed. 
 
Along with the reading for each week, the participants will memorize the Great Commandment and include it as 
a part of their prayer life for the duration of the study. 
 

PHILIPPIANS: FINDING JOY AND STRENGTH THROUGH CHRIST  
LED BY PASTOR ERIC   
Sep 13-Oct 4 

In this study we will look closely at the Biblical text as the Apostle Paul writes a letter to the church in Philippi. 
It is interesting that one of Paul’s most joyful letters was penned while he was in prison. This books helps us un-
derstand how we can find joy through Christ in the middle of difficult circumstances. Philippians also helps us 
understand how to find strength and perseverance when we feel like giving up. One of the most quoted passages 
of scripture, especially among athletes, is found here: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me” (Phil. 4:13).  As I (Eric) train and prepare for my Ironman Triathlon race on September 24, this verse has 
been a constant source of motivation and encouragement. I never thought that I would ever be able to swim 2.4 
miles, bike 112 miles, and run 26.2 miles all in the same day. But by the strength of Christ I hope to do more 
than I ever thought possible, both in this physical race, but more importantly in the race of faith. 

 

Additional class offered Oct 11-Nov 15 to be announced. 
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KNOWING ( KNOW MORE ABOUT GOD, EACH OTHER, AND THE NEEDS OF THE WORLD)   

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

AUGUST 27 * SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF 

On Sunday August 27, we will celebrate the start of fall Sunday School!  

All classes will join together in the Sanctuary from 9:45-10:45 for a time 
of worship, fellowship, and learning. We will share about all of the           
different Sunday School opportunities and give thanks for all that God is 
doing among us through the ministry of Christian formation here at            
Aldersgate.  

After this date we will return to our normal Sunday school class             
schedule for children and adults.   

CHILDREN’S SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Combined classes: Preschool and Elementary 

From June 11 through August 20 we will offer two children’s classes. 
Our Preschool class will be for 2 year olds through rising Kindergarten. 
They will study our usual Deep Blue Curriculum. Our elementary class 
will be for rising 1st-5th graders. They will use a new curriculum called 
Illustrated  Compassion: Learning to Love Like God  

TIME TO REGISTER FOR SOCCER!   
Aldersgate has begun registration for the 2017 season.   
 
Registration is open from June 26th to August 29th 2017 on the Aldersgate 
website: Aldersgate.org, under “children”.  You may also register in person 
at the church office, or on line  at http://registration.upward.org/upw64387.   
Cost of registration is $60.00 per child, this includes a jersey for each child.  
 
Cleats and shin guards are not provided but are highly recommended.   
We are inviting young people who are entering Kindergarten in 2017 all the 
way up to children who will be entering 6th grade to participate in age divid-
ed leagues.  
 
We will play a 9 game schedule that will include devotional time at every 

game.  Assessment for team assignments is August 26th at 9:00 am on the Aldersgate Activity Field.   
 
This is our 4th year of youth soccer at Aldersgate and we have been blessed to see this mission grow in 
size every year.  Come celebrate the blessing of sportsmanship, physical fitness, and teamwork with 
us!   

mailto:Aldersgate.org
mailto:http://registration.upward.org/upw64387


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY EVENING  

Caring for Caregivers meets the 2ND MONDAY EACH MONTH 
(August 9th for this month)  7:00 pm in Room 201 in the Family 
Life Center. This is a class for those caring for loved ones of any 
age.  Learn, share and walk with others through this difficult         
journey. Led by: Sandra Reynolds.  
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Summer Sunday School for    
Adult Community Sunday School,  
Children and  Youth. 
 

 Youth Sunday School 
During the summer, ALL OF OUR YOUTH will meet in the Bull City Youth Room 
for Sunday School. (NOT IN ROOM 201).  Middle School and High School youth 
will meet together in this class led by Cameron Burleson. 

 

 

 

 

Adult Summer Sunday School 

Community Sunday School-Modern Parables 

All Adult Sunday School Classes  will join together for a summer 
study on the  parables.   

This study uses short modern day films to capture the original emotion 
and intent of Jesus’ parables. For those with an interest in film and how 
the arts intersect with theology, you will love this format! We will watch 
the film together and then discuss the passage together. The class will 
meet from June 11-August 20 at 9:45 am on Sunday in FLC, Room  202 
(the Outbackers room). Teaching responsibilities will be shared between 
class leaders. 
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Come grow with us in the Genesis Garden!   

Work days in the garden are scheduled for Wednesdays from 6 pm-8 pm. Come late or leave early if 
needed. Many hands make for light work and we’re excited to see what God is doing through the soil 
here at  Aldersgate UMC.   
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PRIMETIMERS will meet on THURSDAY, AUGUST 3RD ,    

 11:45 in the Wesley Room.  This will be a pot luck, and as always, desserts 
and beverages will be provided. 

Our speaker will be Catherine Fishback, one of our own AUMC members, 
who attended 

Goals for Girls this summer in South Africa.  She will relay her wonderful 
experiences and share them with us. 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 17TH, which is a bring your own lunch, Gin Jackson from Urban Ministries will be 
our speaker.  Everyone is very familiar about the Food Pantry but she will talk on the other ways we can help the 

Durham community. 

 

 

Families Moving Forward  * Homeless Shelter for Families   
  

Families Moving Forward, Durham’s primary emergency shelter for families with children, is recruiting for two 
Americorps VISTA intern positions to begin in August.  One is a Volunteer Engagement Associate and the other 
is a Workforce Development Associate. These are full time positions working from 12:00pm-8:00pm M-Th and 
9:00am-5:00pm on Friday. VISTA interns receive a stipend of about $950/month, and Americorps also offers 
other benefits. Go to https://fmfnc.org/internships to link to the Americorps applications or contact cathe-
rine@fmfnc.org for more information.    

The next time we will be serving the families at FMF will be: 
 Monday,  October 9th and Thursday, October 12th. 
Please mark your calendar … more information to follow. 
If you would like to help with food, serving food, tutoring or child care, 
please email : mary@aldersgate.org 
 

 

 

https://fmfnc.org/s/FMF-VISTA-positions.docx
https://fmfnc.org/internships
mailto:catherine@fmfnc.org
mailto:catherine@fmfnc.org
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MUSIC NOTES- Nan de Andrade 

Please contact Nan de Andrade, Music Minister, to learn more. 
(nan@aldersgate.org)  
 
 

ALDERSGATE’S TOP-TWENTY COUNTDOWN 

When will your favorite be sung?  What is Aldersgate’s most favorite hymn?  Don’t 
miss a Sunday between now and the “big reveal” on Sept. 10, as we countdown Aldersgate’s “Top Twenty” favor-
ites, based our recent survey.  Make sure to stay tuned, because Stan and Nan will be spinning your favorites all 
summer long!   

P.S. Missed the survey?  You can always make a request on our always-open Request line – email Nan! 

 

COUNTDOWN CLUES 

If you enjoy detective work and singing hymns, take Nan’s challenge to name all 20 of our Top-Twenty Favorites.  
Clues are on the bulletin board near the office.  Submit your answers to Nan – the first winner will receive a       
coffee-table art book of Hymns by Calligraphy artist Timothy Botts! 

August 6  * Our #11 favor ite hymn is an evangelical song which honors the place of the cross in our  salva-
tion.  It is based on 1 Corinthians 1: 22-25. 

Our #10 favorite hymn is a 17th-century German hymn is a glorious praise of Jesus, ruler of nature and God’s      
gracious gift. 

August 13 * Our #9 favor ite hymn is from the perspective of Mary as she enters the garden tomb and is the 
first to know of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Our #8 favorite hymn is the most loved and most disliked hymn among United Methodists according to a survey.  
It is derived from Swedish, German and Russian sources, and became widely known through the Billy Graham 
Crusades. 

August 20 * Our #7 favor ite hymn was written in the aftermath of a tragic loss of the author ’s four daughters 
in the sinking of the S.S. Ville du Havre, in 1873.   

Our #6 favorite hymn has Jesus inviting humankind to join him in the dance of salvation.  The tune is a variation of 
a Shaker hymn, “Simple Gifts.” 

August 27 * Our #5 favor ite hymn speaks of exper iencing God’s love as the warmth of a fire that begins with a 
simple spark.   

Our #4 favorite hymn compares the mystery of transformation and new life in nature, to the mystery that is life- 
especially of our death and resurrection. 

September 3 * Our #3 favor ite hymn became a pop sensation when Cat Stevens recorded it in the 1970’s.  
The hymn tune is a traditional Gaelic melody.   

Our #2 favorite hymn was written by a former slave trader, referring to his own life and experience.  The tune is an 
early-American folk tune.   It was also a pop hit in the 1960’s, as performed by Judy Collins and Joan Baez, and 
continues to be one of the most-recorded songs. 

September 10 * Our #1 favor ite hymn is a song of commitment and sending for th.  Each verse states God ’s 
purpose and call, followed by a chorus for our response, echoing the inspired passage of Isaiah 6:8. 

August 26.  More information – see any choir member or Nan. 

Also coming this Fall: Choir Music Weekend at Lake Junaluska!  October 20-22!  Mark your       
calendars for a wonderful retreat – as we advance in our skills! 

LOVING  (Love God through worship, and love our neighbor through service.) 

mailto:nan@aldersgate.org


PAGE 11  
 

CHANCEL CHOIR  
TALENT SCOUTS IN ACTION July 30-August 20, the choir is going incognito, singing with the        
congregation!  We hope to recruit more singers to join us!  So, if someone invites you to join the choir, 
please consider yourself a prime “draft pick” and consider joining us this year! Our first fall rehearsal 
will be August 23 and you’re also invited to our Welcome to Choir Fellowship Supper, Saturday,          
August 26.  More information – see any choir member or Nan. 

Also coming this Fall: Choir Music Weekend at Lake Junaluska!  October 20-22!  Mark your         
calendars for a wonderful retreat – as we advance in our skills! 

 

WONDERING ABOUT HANDBELLS? 

More ringers are welcome –groups will re-form in late August.  PLEASE Email 
Nan if you’re interested in possibly joining a new beginners group or our advanced 
group this fall.  Also, music reading skills are needed – and if you need some help 
with this, summer would be a great time to learn- see Nan for some FREE tutoring 
in music literacy!   

 
WORSHIP INTEREST AND TALENTS SEARCH 

Do you (did you) PLAY AN INSTRUMENT?  Would you be interested in playing with a band/
orchestra/small ensemble to serve in worship and outreach here at Aldersgate?   

What about DRAMA?  Would you enjoy being a par t of a Drama ministry, shar ing skits/
interpretations/reading of our scripture or theme on a Sunday now and then? 
Let Nan know you’re out there! 

 

SEEKING ARTISTS!  What do you do that helps you 
to connect to God and worship?  Paint? Dance? Write 
Poems? Photography? Draw or Doodle? Prayer-walk?  
Would you be willing to share your worship art with our 
children next year?  Each Wednesday Night Live for Kids, 

as well as singing, we introduce our children (pre-K – 5th graders) to another worship art.   Usually over 
3-4 week’s time, a church member joins us, to first share their worship art/activity, and then to offer the 
children an experience in worship in their creative way.  Last year, we enjoyed everything from exercise 
to mosaics!  For the upcoming year, we will need about 10 more artists to come and share how they con-
nect with God through art, activities or interests.  Please let Nan 
know if you can help! 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE! FOR KIDS  Begins on 
September 13, Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 pm 

Music and Arts explorations each week!  For:  Age 4 (Pre-K)-5th graders  (Depending on registration, 
we’ll have one or two groups!) 

Led by: Nan de Andrade, assistants and varied Worship Artists from our own congregation!  Assistants 
are also needed to simply add more love and care for the children as they learn. 

Each week, we’ll enjoy Choir and discover worship arts! We will share our songs with the congregation 
about every 4-6 weeks, and we’ll share our worship arts as well.  Check out our Shutterfly memories 
book on the     Welcome Table in the Narthex to see the fun we had last year!   PLEASE JOIN US!  WE 
NEED OUR  CHILDREN TO LEAD US IN WORSHIP!   
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WORSHIP SERVANTS OF THE MONTH  -  
by Rev. Nan de Andrade  
This feature will highlight some of the “invisible” heroes of our worship         
experience.  This month, let’s thank God for Aldersgate’s ACOLYTES! 

 

Light is a powerful symbol that seems to speak to our Spirits a sense of 
reverence and hope.  It is a long-held tradition that assistants in worship 

would ceremonially bring in and carry out the light for altar candles as a way to mark a       
sacred, set-apart time with God.  Aldersgate’s current tradition is that Acolytes serve from 
3rd through 6th grade.  They wear special robes and cassocks, which set them apart for their 
special representative task.  One of my fellow deacons shared with me that her first sense of 
“calling” came to her when she served as an acolyte.  The responsibility of carrying the light 
touched her, helping her to realize that God wanted her to be a servant-leader for Christ.   

 

The power of one candle to pierce the darkness is a strong biblical image that we can relate 
to – Jesus claimed to be the Light of the World and also said to his followers, “You are the 
light of the world.”  When our acolytes bring in the light, they remind us that Jesus Christ is 
present with us in worship; and when the Christ-light is carried out in front of us at the end 
of our corporate worship, we are reminded that Christ goes with us, and we are to be 
Christ-light bearers in the world.  Our acolytes also assist with holy communion, holding 
up the cup and saying words of remembrance and blessing.   

 

This is a big-- and often, first – leadership responsibility! Those who serve do so with care 
and faith.  So, as you see an acolyte come down the aisle, say a prayer for him/her, that they, 
too, will embrace this, (our) highest calling in life: to be a Christ-light-bearer.  

Food needs for August are: 
 
Powdered Milk, Rice and Peanut Butter.  
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Saturday, August 26th  8am-1pm 
Sunday, August 27th  12:30pm-2:00pm* 

*many items will be half-price on Sunday 

 

Items for sale include: 
baby clothes, children’s clothes, maternity clothes, 
costumes, shoes, toys, books, movies, baby gear,          
bedding, furniture, and much more! 

 
 Come to: 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church Family Life Center     
1320 Umstead Rd., Durham • Call or email for information:   

919-818-0454  (Barbara) • Or  request info through              
agapeshop4kidsaumc@gmail.com                                       

* Please Note:  All Sales Are Cash or Credit Only *  
 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church’s Agape Circle’s 
Semi-Annual  

AgapeShop4Kids 
A Children’s Charity Consignment Sale  

mailto:agapeshop4kidsaumc@gmail.com


 
 
 

 
 

 
LADIES WHO LUNCH * If you are a lady of the church, retired or otherwise, 
and available to go to lunch on a  Friday, please join us!  We will be gathering at a 
local  cafeteria on the second Friday of every other month to have lunch and just 
enjoy each other’s company! 
 
We can gather at the church at 12 noon and take the bus, or carpool, so that we 
don't all have to drive to the destination. If you need a ride from home, call Judy Alford 919-210-4146.   
 
The next luncheon will be: September 8th at C & H Cafeteria, Northgate Mall. So mark your calendar “Ladies 
Who Lunch” and “Let’s Do Lunch!”    
 
 
Dates planned for 2017: 
 September 8, C & H Cafeteria,  Northgate Mall 
 November 10, K & W Cafeteria (road trip),  Chapel Hill 

When you do something BIG, like a Music and Arts Camp, you have a lot of BIG 
thanks to share!   
 
First, we have to thank our awesome children, almost 50 of them, who sang, 
learned lines, acted and danced to help us appreciate the story of David and Goliath 
in a new way.  GIANT kudos to William Fontanelle, our camp counselor who 
played an amazingly convincing Goliath for us! 
A special new addition to our ministry was the creation of backdrops.  Thanks to 

Alan Roberts for helping pick up and also secure the backdrops, and (my personal heroine) Jane Bahor for 
giving many days to attach the muslin and design and oversee the set painting by our children.  We’ll now 
have these 18’ backdrops for re-painting for many, many years now for all occasions, such as VBS and 
plays. 
 
Also great contributors were Matt Johnson, Eric Prenshaw, John Hall, and Ric Johnson, who set up and ran 
the sound, projection, and lights for the show.  The Camp Staff we have is SO great - Karmon Allison, Kelli 
Autry, Grace Avery, Jim Deck, Stephanie Elston,  Tammy Golden, Pam Hartis, Melissa Jacobs, Becca John-
son, Ruth Kay, Amy Ludwig, Skylar Matthews, Lindsey Sellars, led by Evelyn Johnson, were all helpful in a 
myriad of ways.  Did I mention EVELYN JOHNSON?  Wow. We also had volunteers Misty Redford,           
Barbara Snyder, and Kaylee Eckhoff during the week assisting with the children.  
 
Finally, thank you to our wonderful audience who came out to appreciate and support the production at        
Friday’s show.   
 
To fight Goliath, David took a rock from his friend, from his family, from a shepherd, his king, and in the 
name of Yahweh (God).  We thought this week about those people who support, encourage, guide, and         
empower us, and about how God is also ever-ready to be all of that and more for us.  So we say, “Thank 
you” to all who are in our “rock sack” and help us to live strong every day.    
 
It was a joy to experience this week with the most talented, sweet kids to ever face down a giant! 

PAGE 14 



PAGE 15 GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST, AND AS A FAITHFUL COMMUNITY 
CALLED THE CHURCH.) 

NINE 
 WAYS GENEROUS PEOPLE SEE THE WORLD DIFFERENTLY   

 BY JOSHUA BECKER  
 

Generosity makes our world a better place. It improves the life of the receiver. And it improves the 
life of the giver.  
 
1. They recognize the resource pie is not finite. The mindset of competition  assumes there is a 
finite sized pie and if someone else enjoys success, my opportunity shrinks. This thinking is incorrect. 
The pie of resources is not finite. It continues to grow as society benefits from others’ success. 

2. They know that generosity leads to greater happiness. Studies confirm what generous people 
already know: Giving increases happiness, fulfillment, and purpose in the life of the giver. We were 
designed to seek and discover happiness in loving and caring for others.  

3. They find success in helping others succeed. The easiest path to finding success in your  life is 
to help someone else find theirs. After all, our contribution to this world has to be measured by some-
thing more significant than the size of our savings account. Our lives are going to find their greatest 
significance in how we choose to live them—and how we enable others to live theirs. 

4. They believe changing even one life is worthwhile. Generous people are quick to admit the 
world’s problems will never be solved by one person… and perhaps, never completely solved even in 
the future. But perfection does not slow them. To them, changing even one life within their sphere of 
influence is reward enough.  

5. They trust others. Generosity always requires trust. To invest individual resources into anoth-
er person, we must believe, on some level, that they will use them wisely. Generous people are opti-
mistic, and optimistic people are happy people because they choose to live in a world where belief in 
others is liberally employed. 

6. They dream big dreams for their money. Our money is only as valuable as what we choose to 
spend it on. Generous people use their excess to bring big dreams into reality. Our financial resources 
can be used to improve the quality of life for others. They can be used to make our communities safer, 
smarter, and more responsible. They can be used to make this world a little more pleasant for every-
one.  

7. They see more resources to give than money. We have so much more to offer  this wor ld than 
just financial resources. We have time, talents, experiences, and lessons learned. Giving people think 
beyond their money and begin to invest their lives into others.  

8. They fully embrace the reality that life is short. Life is shor t, and we only get one shot at it. 
Those who fully embrace this reality learn to live life in light of it. They recognize we have but a short 
time to leave our imprint on this world. And they cheerfully give their resources to accomplish it. 

9. They are content to live with less. By definition, true generosity requires a level of content-
ment. It recognizes the reality that giving our resources to another person means we have less for our-
selves. In this way, contentment forms the foundation for generosity. But in response, surprisingly 
enough, generosity also becomes the fuel for greater contentment. Our world is desperately seeking 
cheerful and generous givers. They improve society. They inspire us. They push us forward.  

PRACTICE EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 

http://becomingminimalist.com/benefits-of-generosity/
http://becomingminimalist.com/the-collision-of-contentment-and-generosity/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017  July Financials  

 

Income         $  406,782.  

Expenses   $  393,642.  

Net income  $    13,140. 

 

MANY WAYS TO GIVE  

One convenient way to give is to set up an EFT or electronic funds transfer.  You can give a one-
time gift or set up weekly, or monthly donations.  You can set it up yourself by going to our          
Aldersgate.org web site and then selecting Mission &  Giving and then On-line giving or by             
contacting our church treasurer.  
 
You can make donations to the operating budget, the capital campaign or to special ministries such 
as the community backpack ministry or urban ministries, or make a special memorial gift.  
 
Another way to give is by donating shares of stock.  We use the United Methodist Foundation and 
Morgan Stanley to assist us with gifts of stock.  If you are interested in this option just contact 
Mary Taylor by email at mary@aldersgate.org and she will give you or your stock broker the nec-
essary paperwork to transfer the stock. 
  
Thanks for all that you do to support the many missions and ministries of Aldersgate. 
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8:30 AM SERVICE 
8/6  JOSHUA BOSECKER  
8/13   
8/20  MCKAYLE NYE 
8/27         DANIELLE NIXON 
 

Kay Harris & Regina Carver  
 

Nursery Ministry 

Acolyte  

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding 
minister/pastor in worship and carries out         
certain duties, including candle lighting; carrying 
the processional cross; holding or getting items 
the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Communion, 
and other worship acts. Acolytes may be children, 
youth, and adults.  

11:00 AM SERVICE 
8/6  MEADOW SNYDER AND ELIZABETH  HEALY 
8/13  CAROLINE BARBOUR 
8/20  CAMERON NYE 
8/27   MADELEINE HUGHES 

 Altar Guild  

EACH SUNDAY MORNING:  

Nursery teachers are:  
Lynn Wilfong, Ellen Whisnant and Dawn Eckhoff. 
 
 

Altar Guild assures the worship 
space and supporting materials are 
prepared for worship. 

Trustee for July 

Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God 
has entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees 
supervise and maintain the property of the congrega-
tion to ensure that disciple-making ministries of the 
congregation are effective and that local legal re-
quirements related to the property are satisfied.  

Heather Mitchell 

 



AUGUST LAY ASSISTANTS  
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USHERS    GREETER  WELCOME STATION    LAY READER 
8:30 Service 
 
8/6 Chick Hinton  Carol Brese (M) Carol Brese   Dave Brese 
 Richard Riggsbee  Dave Brese (O) 
 Katherine Siler 
 Mary Tom Roberts 
 
8/13 Paul Jones  Pat Stancil (M)  Pat Stancil   Steve Wilfong 
 Linda Jones  Norma Roberts (O) 
 Phil Stancil 
 Jackie Roberts  
 
8/20 John Field  Mary Tom Roberts (M)  Mary Tom Roberts  Barbara Atkinson 
 Mitch Adkins  Richard Riggsbee (O)   
 Jacqueline Andrews 
 Chick Hinton 
 
8/27 Doug Morris  Mitch Adkins (M) Mitch Adkins   Richard King 
 Chick Hinton  Jacqueline Andrews (O) 
 Holly Hall 
 
 
 
11:00 Service 
 
8/6 Bill Smith  Sarah Walker (M) Sarah Walker   Emily Wike 
 Pam Boatright   Brent Walker (O) 
 Michele Tucker 
 Paula Veasey 
 
8/13 Ginger Hawkins Paula James (M) Paula James   Robin Thomas 
 Sarah Walker  Gary James (O) 
 Suzi Caudill 
 Nancy Grinstead 
 
8/20 Kim Riggs  Liz Crose (M)   Liz Crose   Terri Ray 
 Mike Hughes  Michele Tucker (O)   
 Paula Alford 
 Lynn Baird 
 
8/27 Emily Wike  Rusty Grimm (M) Rusty Grimm   Ed Osteen 
 Amelia Oakley  Nancy Grinstead (O) 
 Ronnie Oakley 
 Stacey McCorison 
 
 
  
 
  
 
  



 

 

  



Phone: 919-477-0509 
Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: holly@aldersgate.org 

1320 Umstead Drive 
Durham, NC 27712 

ALDERSGATE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

FIND US ON:  

Facebook:  Aldersgate UMC Durham 
Twitter:     TheGate27712 
Website:    Aldersgate.org  
LinkedIn:   Aldersgate United            
     Methodist Church  


