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Someone said that grace is like 
grits, because in spite of the fact 
that you may not order it, it still 
comes with the meal.  I look back 
over many of the prayers that I 
prayed concerning my own life and 
am thankful that some of them 
were not answered.  I guess grace 
canceled out those that would have 
tripped me up in my walk of 
faith.  I'm still a strong advocate of 
infant baptism, for it speaks to me 
of the fact that before we can do 
anything for God, He has done 
something for us.  He always 
makes the "first" move in our rela-
tionship, and never allows us the 
right to say that faith is a blind leap 
in the dark.   

 

Paul says that, "It is by grace 
through faith that we have been 
saved."  Thus, without the means 
of grace, there can be no faith or 
salvation.  God's grace comes in 
many packages, and there is not a 
human brain big enough to figure 
out what His grace is all 
about.  Our key verse was written 
during a very difficult period of 
Paul's life.  He was hurting badly, 
and sought to find a cure for his 
pain.   

 

Some feel that his pain was physi-
cal, while others believe that it was 
psychological or spiritual.  In any 
case, it was so painful that Paul 
approached God three times to ask 
Him for relief.  The key verse 
is God’s reply to his prayer.  God 
did not give Paul what he thought 
he needed. He surprised Paul by 
opening another door.  Human na-
ture tends to be inward, looking to 
its own reserves. C.S. Lewis re-
minded us that “pain is God’s 
megaphone.” He uses it to wake us 
up to all of His possibilities. It is a 
marvelous thing to know that God 
possesses storehouses of treasures 
that we have yet to discover.  

 

Blessings,  

Rev. Dr. Homer E. Morris 

 

 

“But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in “weakness” 
Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ’s power may rest on 
me.“ 

II Corinthians 12:9 

 



 

Will VanDeventer 08/01 
Ainsley Dickerson 08/02 
David Upchurch 08/02 
Hank VanDeventer 08/02 
Kelly Copola  08/05 
Taylor Healy  08/05 
Carl Chmielewski 08/06 
Carol Sue Cunningham 08/06 
John Howe  08/06 
Summer Stanley 08/06 
Rylin Kent  08/07 
Idia Piacentini  08/07 
Sierra Hunt  08/08 
Emily Falise  08/09 
Trampas Nevius 08/09 
Kelly Holland  08/10 
Suevil Cox  08/11 
Inna Nichols  08/11 
Makenzie Carver 08/12 
Kathy Chmielewski 08/12 
Jesenia Jacobs  08/12 
Dana Leeson  08/12 
Patty Kreiselman 08/13 
Elena Thomas  08/13 
Janae Andrews 08/15 

Michele Burleson 08/15 
Andrew Gauger 08/16 
Julia Rosesmond 08/16 
Jackson Kimbrough 08/18 
Madison Burgeson 08/19 
Daniel Cole  08/19 
David Leonard 08/19 
Bill Vincent  08/19 
Peggy Gregory 08/20 
Billy Cole`  08/21 
David Elder  08/21 
Suzi Caudill  08/22 
Brian Reo  08/22 
Marie Muir  08/23 
Tanner Reo  08/23 
Ken Morris  08/24 
Wendy Tillotson 08/24 
Norma Ames  08/25 
Debbie Crownover 08/25 
Ellen Venable  08/25 
Connie Medlyn 08/26 
Jesse Shipman  08/26 
Alexa Kent  08/27 
Conway Ormond 08/27 
Danielle Hay  08/29 
 

Zach Kent  08/29 
John R. Sanders III 08/29 
Ed Denbo  08/31 
Linda Mills  08/31 

PAGE 2 

AUGUST   BIRTHDAYS  

 

CONNECTING  (CONNECT WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER) 

 

UPWARD SOCCER LEAGUE STARTS SOON!            

This is a fun league that teaches athletic skills for the glory of 
God!  This awesome ministry needs your support so spread the 
word and come volunteer!  
 
The league will be for all boys and girls, in Kindergarten through 
5th grade.  Games are  Saturday mornings: 9:00 am with practices 

on Tuesday evenings 6:00-7:00 pm.    
 
The season starts on August 27th with the assessment and registration day.   
 
Games begin September 10th   
 
Spread the word for any children interested in playing!   
 
Volunteer coaches and referees needed!  
 
Contact Andrew Woods (Andrew@aldersgate.org) for more info.   

mailto:Andrew@aldersgate.org
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WOMEN’S RETREAT * THE POWER OF A PRAYING LIFE  
 "Fight all your battles on your knees"  Charles Stanley 

AUMC (Hoping to be) Annual Women's Retreat 
The Power of a Praying Life  -  led by April Perry 
 
 
Mark your calendars and plan to join us for an intergenerational 
time of study, fellowship and fun with the women of AUMC Octo-
ber 21-23, 2016.  The retreat will be held at Rockfish UMC Retreat 
Center in Raeford, NC, a short 90 minute drive from Durham.   
 

Unplug, leave behind all of your commitments and take this time for concerted spiritual growth with the women 
of AUMC.  Using the movie “War Room” as a starting point, April will incorporate some of Max Lucado's con-
cepts from his new book “Before Amen”. We will look together at three aspects of our prayer lives--the power 
of prayer, the presence of prayer, and the posture of prayer.  The format will include large group and small 
group sessions as well as time with just you and God in the beautiful surroundings of Camp Rockfish.  We will 
come home equipped with tools to “beef up” our prayer life having had time and a place to practice them before 
leaving.   
 
There is a 5K happening at Rockfish that weekend and we can participate in that too.  More information on that 
as time approaches. Registration will begin in September.  Cost is $75.00 per person including room and all 
meals from Friday evening to Sunday breakfast.  Financial help is available for anyone who needs it, so please 
don't let the cost prevent you from going.   
 
Plan to join your AUMC sisters in this special time of spiritual growth; a time  we hope will become something 
all of the AUMC women look forward to each year.   
 
For questions contact April Perry at aprileperry042@hotmail.com or 919-630-9815 
 
 

THE ALDERSGATE SUMMER PICNIC SERIES IS BACK! 
Please join us each Wednesday night in August for our summer picnic series. This year we will be celebrating 
Aldersgate’s Diamond Jubilee as well as getting to know our new Director of  Christian Formation and Educa-
tion, Eric Prenshaw and his wife, Carley. We are  planning to have this outside under the picnic shelter, weather 
permitting. In the event of bad weather we will meet in the FLC. Hot dogs, chips, baked beans and drinks will 
be provided. Please note the revised time of 6:00 pm for this event. We have assigned groups based on your last 
name but please feel free to come another night if you have a conflict for your particular date. This event was a 
huge success last year. We had a great time of fellowship and getting to know one another. We are hoping for 
the same thing this year! If there are any questions, please contact Stacey McCorison or Kirk Brown or the 
church office. 
     
    August 10th, 2016 – A – Daugherty 
    August 17th, 2016 – Deck – King 
    August 24th, 2016 – Korest – Riggs 
    August 31st, 2016 – Riggsbee – Yueh 
 
 
 
Kirk Brown – SPRC Chair & Stacey McCorison – Lay Leadership 
 

 

PICNIC SERIES  

IS BACK! 



 
 

 
 
 
 

KNOWING (KNOW MORE ABOUT GOD, EACH OTHER, AND THE NEEDS OF OUR WORLD) PAGE 4 

 

First, the big announcement, and next the “why, and how?”   
 
Sunday, August 7th will be the final Sunday of our current 

worship schedule of 8:15 “Traditional”;  9:30 “Contemporary” (with concurrent Sunday school); 11:00 
“Traditional”.   (Please note: Our 9:30 Contemporary service will have a special element of blessing on 
this Communion Sunday.) 
 
Sunday, August 14 will begin our new worship schedule: two Worship Services, with essentially the same 
worship and music plan, will be offered from 8:30-9:30 and 11:00-12:00, with Sunday school for all ages 
from 9:45-10:45 am 
 
Why? 
After our recent Services survey, and a couple of post-service listenings, the Services Task Force feels confi-
dent that there are many reasons this change makes sense for our congregation at this time.  The main reason is 
that we believe that Aldersgate can offer worship and music that speaks with greater authenticity and relevance 
in our context if we join together the rich and diverse talents and worship styles of our congregation.   
 
This means that worship expressions of Traditional and Contemporary will be winding their way toward each 
other to converge.  From week to week, and within each service we will invite the Holy Spirit to speak to and 
for us through a broad range of musical styles: from gospel to traditional, classical, hymns, praise and worship 
songs, and anthems.  We will also enjoy a diversity of musical sounds: from Chancel, Youth, and Children’s 
choirs, to Praise team, instrumental music (bells, brass, winds), solo/ensembles in a variety of genres, organ and 
piano music and accompaniments as well as some occasional combinations of groups.  This is not just to give 
“a little something for everybody,” but rather to embrace old and new out of an intentional commitment to cele-
brate together the work of the Spirit through every generation! 
 
Please take a deep breath, and read on. 
Our worship order of each of our services has always been fourfold:  Gathering, Word, Table/Thanksgiving, 
and Sending Forth.  This will not change.  Our two services will contain traditional elements of liturgy such as 
Prayer of the Day or a Prayer of Confession, Creeds, Pastoral Prayers, etc.  Acolytes will continue to serve, as 
will Lay Readers. The Chancel Choir and the Hymnal will continue to be the anchor of our music ministry each 
week.     
 
What will result from our new schedule and style of worship?   
Our first goal and greatest hope is that our pews will hopefully become full of more engaged, inspired worship-
pers of all ages. We will see more of our congregation contributing to our celebration of worship from week to 
week.  We will have a joyful sense that all of Aldersgate’s worshippers are united.  While maintaining our tra-
ditions, we will also enjoy opening the window of the Spirit to see what the Word inspires each week.  We also 
hope that this will aid our Sunday school participation, as there will no longer be competition with a worship 
service. 
 
We need your help. 
Our Worship Committee and staff will be watching and listening to the congregation closely, as we “live into” 
this new effort.  Our goal is to offer worship that honors God, with the authentic Voice of this congregation.  If 
something is interfering with your worship in the next months, please forgive and also help us do better by let-
ting us know what’s not working!  And of course, if you find something about worship to be especially helpful 
or inspiring, we hope you will tell us… and even more, we hope that you will share your excitement with your 
neighbors and friends and invite them to join us!   
 
Onward and upward… with our prayers. 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP NEWS   



 
 

 
 
 
 

“On Our Way: Christian Practices for a Whole Life”      Led by  Eric Prenshaw 
What makes a good life? Wrestling with questions about how to 
live your life is part of being human. On Our Way is a response 
offered by a group of authors who belong to the diverse, imper-
fect, amazing community that has gathered around Jesus Christ 
across the centuries. Much of what emerging adults long for is 
precisely what Christian communities are called to provide: com-

munity, forgiveness, opportunities to serve in significant ways, depth of experience, discernment of what matters, 
room for doubts and questions, celebrations, relationships with children and older people, as well as peers, a call to 
personal identity, a sense of possibility, and an invitation to know more deeply the presence and love of God.  
 
“John: the Gospel of Light and Life” Led by Rev. Homer Morris 
The Gospel of John is the most deeply spiritual of the four gospels. It includes some of the loftiest and most loved 
verses in all the Bible: “And the Word became flesh…,” “For God so loved the world…,” “You who are without sin 
cast the first stone...,” “I am the resurrection and the life…,” “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” The writing 
is filled with rich images and profound truths, but John notes that his aim in writing the gospel is that his readers will 
not only believe in Jesus Christ, but that they “may have life in his name.” Join Rev. Homer Morris and experience a 
season of spiritual growth and life-changing renewal while exploring the major themes of John while reading the  
entire Gospel of John. 
 
“Financial Peace”  Led by Mary Taylor and April Twine 
If  you  “think” you could be interested in being debt free, come to the introduction on Sunday, Aug. 21st in the 
Wesley room at noon.  Approximately 70% of Americans live paycheck to paycheck, regardless of their income. 
This means that “broke” has  become the new normal in our  nation. At the end of the month, many individuals 
simply have nothing left because of debt and expenses.  If this is you, we’ve got good news. You are not alone.      
Financial Peace University is that plan. This nine-week class taught by video by money expert Dave Ramsey can 
change your  financial story in a matter of weeks and your family tree for generations to come. 
 
Nursery will be provided 
 
Opportunities for children and youth will also be provided 
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FELLOWSHIP MEALS FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE   
 
Now is the time for your group or class to sign up to host one of our dinners.  These meals 
not only provide an opportunity for our church family to gather together and enjoy a delicious 
meal together; it also is a way for your group to raise money for a mission project of your 
choice. This is a great way to  provide a needed service for your church and also to get to know 
new members who may have come into your group.  So roll up your sleeves and let’s get cook-
ing !  Typically the most desirable dates go fast  –  contact Barbara Atkinson (habnc@hotmail.com or 919 638-
5711) and get your group signed up with the date (s) you want.  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE RETURNS…SEPTEMBER 14TH 

 

Come join everyone for a fellowship meal and a brief (5 min.) devotion as we 
sit around our tables with our dinner, beginning Wednesday, September 14th 
in the Family Life Center . The meal time is still from 5:30 - 6:15ish. All 
Wednesday Night Classes for adults and activities for the children will 
begin at  6:30 pm  

mailto:habnc@hotmail.com
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Have you had a spouse or friend walk out on you, or were you 
laid off, or demoted at work, or have you lost a loved one in the 
past year or are you concerned about a grave illness that threat-
ens you or a family member?  Such painful events in our lives 

can lead to intense emotions that generate much grief and sadness. If so, you are invited to come to the next 
Grief Share Seminar Support Group.  It will begin September 13 and run each Tuesday night from 6:30-
8:30 pm for 13 weeks. 
 
Many grieving people find they are only beginning the work of healing when friends or family have         
returned to their daily life routines. Too often people, including Christians, tend to stuff their grief, or fill 
their lives with busy work, instead of allowing grief to do the God-given work for which it is intended. Such 
alternative coping styles usually stall our recovery and leave us looking for hope and peace. 
 
No matter whether your grief experience is recent or in the past, you will find encouragement, comfort and 
help in facing the loss of someone who is significant in your life.  No matter what the cause of your grief 
and sorrow, this Grief Share Support Group is an opportunity to be around people who understand what you 
are feeling. You will learn how to recognize the symptoms of being stuck in grief and that you do not need 
to be a prisoner to certain emotions such as fear of what others may think. You will also learn valuable          
information about facing your new normal in life and renewing your hope for the future. 
 
For more information, contact Jack Snyder in the church office at 919-477-0509 Ext. 303.  
 
 

 
 

DIVORCE CARE CLASSES 

Volunteers from Aldersgate UMC are needed to co-host 
weekly a DivorceCare class this fall and winter  for  those 
persons within our church and the northern Durham communi-
ty.  DivorceCare is an 11-week, Christ-centered support group 
seminar for people who are separated or divorced.  Each         
session involves a 30-minute DVD video followed by small 
group discussion about the video. The format is set up so any-

one can join at any time during the 11 weeks.  

 

The DivorceCare DVDs present experts, ministers, and Christian counselors discussing divorce-related is-
sues such as depression, anger, forgiveness, and reconciliation. Real people share their stories of how they 
deal with the pain and heartbreak of divorce and separation.  

 

During the week between meetings, group members complete a daily Bible study and practical exercises to 
help them heal from their hurt and pain.  

 

If you are interested in co-hosting these sessions, or need more information, please contact Jack Snyder at 
919-477-0509 Ext. 303. 

 

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP 
STARTS SEPTEMBER 12TH 
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LOVING   (LOVE GOD THROUGH WORSHIP, AND LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR THROUGH SERVICE)  

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 

 
The Corridor District Lay Servant Ministries will hold a training event on               
Saturday, September 24th from 8:00 am – 4:30 pm at Bethany UMC in Durham.  
Three classes will be offered: 
 
 Basic Course:   “ Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course” 
 
 Advanced Course: “Leading Worship” 
 
 Advanced Course “Leading in Prayer” 
 
Registration is $25 (non-refundable) and must be done online ONLY at the        
conference web site. Books should be ordered three weeks before class to allow 
enough time to receive them and to complete the pre-class assignments. 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is a lay leadership development program within the United Methodist Church. It provides a 
system of equipping and empowering lay servants while providing opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ 
who then go and make other disciples. 
 
Do you ever wonder how God wants you to use your gifts?  Do you  wonder how you can make a difference in your 
church and community?  Come and be a part of Lay Servant Ministries and find out.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact:   
 
Barbara Atkinson at habnc@hotmail.com 
Corridor  District Co-Director 
Lay Servant Ministries 

QUIET DAYS *  REST –- RENEW –- REFRESH YOUR SOUL 

Quiet Day is a time set aside for silence, solitude and reflection. In a supportive community we will be practicing 
the contemplative disciplines of prayerful silence, presence, attentiveness, reading of Scripture and time alone with 
God.  Quiet Days provide an opportunity to refresh your spirit from the busyness of the world and renew your             
connection with God.  It is a chance to experience the renewing power of being in God’s presence.  Mark your             
calendars for  September 10th  and November 12th.  We’ll meet in the Wesley room from 8:30 – Noon.  To assist 
with planning please sign up at the Welcome Station.  Wear comfortable clothes and bring a notebook and 
pen.  We'll conclude our time together by celebrating and sharing a simple lunch which will be provided. 

  

For more information contact  Barbara Atkinson (919 638-5711) or habnc@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:habnc@hotmail.com


 

 

MUSIC NOTES  

MUSIC NOTES BY NAN DE ANDRADE 
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MUSIC NOTES- Nan de Andrade 
Please contact Nan de Andrade, Music Minister, to learn more. 
(nan@aldersgate.org) or 919-477-0509 x 310 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR Our Chancel Choir  is a wonderful way to practice discipleship –  
We learn together as we rehearse each week, building our  musical skills;  
We grow together, lifting our  spir its as we delve into beautiful compositions and Bible-based texts;  
We serve together by providing music and leadership for  worship each week and for  special presenta-
tions, and  
We care for one another through presence and prayer . 
If you love to sing praise to God and want an effective way to learn, grow, serve and care, you are invited !   
Our first rehearsal for the fall season will be on Wednesday, August 17 at 7:30 pm.  No experience/audition is 
necessary.  Join us!! 
 
Praise Team Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 6:15 – 7:30 pm.  We’ll be enjoying having more time to really 
polish our songs, as we’ll not have to prepare entire services for every week!!  It will be a great time to jump in 
and join us.  Also, if you’d like to listen ahead to our Contemporary Christian music selections, give Spotify a 
try!  It’s a free app, and you can access this month’s playlist by following “Nan de Andrade” and clicking on the 
August AUMC playlist.   
 
ALDERSGATE’S GOT TALENT!  MUSICIANS INTEREST AND TALENTS SEARCH 
Do you (did you) play an instrument?  Would you be interested in playing with a band/orchestra/small ensemble 
to serve in worship /outreach here at Aldersgate? How about singing?  Would you be able to share a solo or are 
you interested in singing in a Men’s/Women’s ensemble or perhaps a Bluegrass group occasionally?  Let Nan 
know you’re out there! 
 
COMING THIS FALL 
HANDBELLS 
Ringing handbells is a great way to witness to the power of teamwork in creating beautiful things for God!   
Each ringer is responsible for two notes, basically, and by working together, a bell choir can play music as com-
plex as a piano!  New groups will form in late August.  PLEASE Email Nan if you’re interested in possibly join-
ing a new beginners group or our advanced group this fall.  Also, music reading skills are needed – and if you 
need some help with this, it’s not to late to learn- see Nan for some FREE tutoring in music literacy!  
 
LET THE CHILDREN SING! 
We hope to begin a Children’s Choir (or two) who will share songs in worship every 4-6 weeks and also prepare 
leadership for special services, such as an Advent or Lenten service.  Please block off your child’s Wednesday 
evenings for participation this fall, as there will be groups forming as a part of the WNL programming.           
Aldersgate desperately needs the witness and leadership of our children, and our children will benefit greatly 
from having an outlet for their joy in the Lord, as well as learning about worship leadership.  Watch for an invi-
tation coming soon! 
 
YOUTH 
We have some great talent in our youth at Aldersgate, and this fall we hope to see you sharing music with our 
Sunday morning worship.   We’re working now to find a way to gather together and practice (2-3 week commit-
ments at a time).  We hope you know that you are also invited and welcomed as a part of the Chancel choir / 
handbell groups! 
 
 
 
 
 



SACRED DANCE LEADER NEEDED! 
Aldersgate’s wonderful tradition of sacred dance has been on a bit of a 
break in the past year, but it’s time to put those dancing shoes on and resume this beautiful and important 
ministry!!  We are currently seeking a leader for a children’s group and a youth group.  PLEASE, if you 
have dance experience in your past, we have resources and support to help you lead/co-lead our dancers!  
Contact Nan and find out more! 
 
M.A.C.- Week (Music and Arts Camp) THANKS   
We had a wonderful week with 58 children for our Music and Arts Camp this year.  Thanks to the many 
helpers who made this week such a joy !  Mrs. Evelyn Johnson is my MVP!  As the AUMC Camps Direc-
tor, and MAC Camp’s Drama Queen, she used her knowledge of “her” kids and her staff and to help them 
all to be in the right places!  Children, you were amazing – so responsible to learn your parts, so fun to be 
with, and we are all proud of your final show – it was great! 
 
Staff: Karmon Allison, Stephanie Elston, Pam Hartis, Lynn Wilfong, Paul Wynkoop 
Volunteers : Heidi Miller, set painting; Cheryl Joy Turner, games and cheer; Evangelism Team, thank you 
notes and cookies.  A-V – Bob de Andrade, Matthew Johnson, John Hall, Andrew Woods 
 
Thank you to AUMC for your support, especially for coming to our performance on Friday! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES  
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 KIDS COVER YOUR EARS!! 

 FALL IS  COMING SOON!  

 AND WITH THE FALL COMES THE START 
OF SCHOOL AGAIN!!  

 

AUMC Youth group has been going through a         
revamp and update over the summer and we are 
SUPER EXCITED for the start of youth again!   

 

 If your child is in 6-12th grade, we want to see them on August 28th for  our  official Fall Kick-
off!!  We’ll have an Olympics-themed party to celebrate our new year in youth!  Rising 6th graders should 
be on the lookout for this chance to start youth!  

 

Everyone will be excited to see the changes we’ve made this summer!  A new look to the youth room,  an 
updated format for our time together, and some free t-shirts with our new name on it!  Get excited to come 

to youth on August 28th for our Fall Kickoff!!  

August 28th * Fall Kick-Off 
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ALDERSGATE WEEKDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY  

AFTERSCHOOL IS BACK!  Easley Elementary and the School of Creative Studies started 
back on July 18th.  It was a great first week!  We will have students from Excelsior starting on August 1st 
and students from Sandy Ridge Elementary and Carrington Middle School will be joining us the end of  
August. 

 

We have 125 children grades Kindergar ten thru middle school enrolled in the afterschool                     
program.  They are a great group of kids.   

 

I ask you to pray for the families that attend our school – for some this is the only place they hear about  
Jesus and how much He loves them.   I also ask you to pray for the teachers who are in contact with the 
children each day.   Also, for the teachers personal families, that this will be a great year for each of them. 

 

Thank you for your support of this ministry of the church.   

Evelyn Johnson 

 

Our Afterschool Teachers for 2016-2017 

Jim Deck 

Meghan White 

Ruth Kay 

Will Mangum 

Stephanie Elston 

William Fontenelle 

Lindsey Sellars 

Karmon Allison 

Jessica Jacobcyzk 

Ray Alban 

Amy Ludwig 

Skylar Matthews 

Kelli Autry 

Tammy Golden 

Pam Hartis 



 

       SUNDAY SERMONS  -  Rev. Dr. Homer E. Morris  

 

August 7th *   “Christian Posture: Sitting”  Ephesians 1:17-21; 2:1-9 
 
August 14th* “Christian Posture: Rising”   I Corinthians 15:51-56; I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
August 21st * “Christian Posture: Standing”  Exodus 14:13-14; Ephesians 6:11-13 
 
August 28th * “Christian Posture: Walking”  Galatians 5:16-25; Isaiah 40:31; Colossians 2:6 
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Are you grieving from prolonged loneliness, a debilitating illness, a broken relation-
ship, or some other loss that leaves you feeling like you are losing your mind?  If so, 

you may benefit from linking up with one of our Stephen Ministers. These persons are 
members of our AUMC congregation who are well trained and will provide you with 
encouragement and hope to help you heal from the pain of your grief. Most of all, 

they will listen to you as you unravel your feelings about your loss—all done in a con-
fidential manner without cost. 

Susan, a recent participant, says that she felt like an orphan after she recently lost her mother. Being her only 
caregiver, Susan reports that her life was wrapped up in taking care of her mother.  And when she died,          

Susan stated that it seemed there was no longer a purpose for her life. Though she tried talking to her friends, 
she soon realized that they didn’t want to hear about her grief anymore. 

Susan’s neighbor linked her up an AUMC Stephen Minister who met almost weekly with her.  These visits 
proved invaluable, for her Stephen Minister encouraged Susan to be honest about her unsteady emotional 

state while helping her to face fears about her uncertain future. Most importantly, her Stephen Minister 
helped her to see that God was waking with her through the whole time. Now, when waves of grief strike, 
Susan tells herself: “It’s going to be okay; just walk through it, take hold of the people that are willing to 
help, and I will get through it with God’s love.” 

If you have experienced a recent loss or simply want to learn more about our Stephen Ministry program, or if 

you know of a friend or a co-worker who might benefit from talking through their grief, contact Jack Snyder 
at 919-477-0509 Ext. 303, or at: Jack@aldersgate.org.  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
BACK TO SCHOOL KICK OFF 

AUGUST 28, 9:45-10:45 AM 

 

COME MEET YOUR TEACHERS AND  

CELEBRATE THE START TO A NEW YEAR 

 

4 CHILDREN’S CLASSES: AGES 2-3,  PRE-K-K,  

1ST-2ND GRADE, 3RD-5TH GRADE 

ORANGE TOUR TRAINING FOR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY LEADERS 
 
September 30, Richmond, VA 
For anyone interested in dreaming about children’s ministry and receiving training to serve our kids, Eric 
will be taking a group to an all day training event in Richmond, VA. The theme for this year’s tour is 
“Monday is Coming.” More info at www.orangetour.org. Will what happens in our church on Sunday          
really make a difference in someone’s Monday? 
 
On MONDAY some kid will . . .Sleep through an alarm, Ask for  an iPhone, Take a pop quiz, Get      
invited to a party, Try out for the team, Break up. 
 
On MONDAY some parent will . . .Miss the carpool line, Meet a neighbor , Ground a teenager ,          
Forget a permission slip, Start a new job, Read a bedtime story. 
 
MONDAY is when reality hits. MONDAY is when Sunday is tested. MONDAY is when faith has to 
work. 
 
So What if what you do every Sunday could matter  more if you remember  what really matters to 
most people on Monday? WHAT IF success is less about who comes this Sunday and more about what 
happens on Monday? WHAT IF your ministry began to rethink every message, every environment, every 
program and every relationship through this one idea? 
 
To learn more or to sign up, please contact Eric Prenshaw, eric@aldersgate.org, preferably by        
August 4th. 

mailto:www.orangetour.org.
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I can remember hot summer nights as a kid when my dad would come down the driveway in his 1984 Chevy 
blazer. Sometimes he would let us steer the wheel as we rode with him those last few feet down the driveway. 
My brothers and I would play baseball in the yard waiting for my Dad to come back out of the house. From the 
garage, my dad picked up the big red bucket with vegetables painted on the side and we would walk down to 
the garden. We would help collect the harvest of green beans, tomatoes, cucumbers, and okra all while trying to 
fend off the mosquitos. For my brothers and I, this was not a pleasant task. We would  always dread the chore 
of weeding the garden. It seemed endless and pointless even when we removed all the weeds one night, they 
would all be back within a week. After coming inside, I would sit down with my mom, dad, and brothers for a 
bean-snapping party. It never seemed much like a party to me as we pinched off the ends and popped the beans 
into segments. But when we had fresh green beans for supper, and enjoyed them throughout the year by canning 
our own vegetables, we could taste the fruits of our labor.  
 
I’m not sure how many of you consider yourselves to be gardeners. But I think growing a garden can teach us a 
lot about what it means to have faith. I am definitely excited to see a garden here at Aldersgate! In his book, The 
Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, Bishop Robert Schnase describes Intentional Faith Development as 
one of the essential practices for a growing church. Each one of those words is important. I am especially struck 
by the word “intentional.” Intentional means that it does not happen automatically. Rather, it takes effort,          
investment, decision-making, and commitment. Growing in our faith does not happen by osmosis. It does not 
happen by sleeping with a Bible under our pillow, showing up to worship every week, putting a check in the 
offering plate, or just living by the rules. Rather, it takes practice, discipline, and intentional effort, just like any 
worthwhile activity in life.  
 
I am so excited to see all of the energy and excitement for intentional faith development here at Aldersgate. 
There is lots of growth already happening. But it is an ongoing process with lots of work ahead. And as one per-
son was sharing with me, there are many seeds that have not yet grown to their full potential.  As we prepare for 
our fall programs, Bible studies, small groups, and classes, are you ready to invest? To grow? To change? To 
nurture both yourself and others? I can’t wait to see how God grows fruit in our lives together. I am sure it will 
surprise us beyond our imaginations! 
 
Eric Prenshaw 
 

“FAITH LIKE A GARDEN”    

        HERE IS A “SNEAK PEAK” OF WHAT’S COMING NEXT !  
 

    A New Class for Young Adults, Parents & Couples led by Audrey Turley 
 
    Monday 7:00 pm: “Caring for the Caregiver” led by Sandra Reynolds  
 
     Tuesday 6:30 am:  TMBS “Tuesday Morning Bible Study” (men) led by John Hall  
 

Tuesday 6:30 pm:  “Grief Share Support Group” led by Jack Snyder & Barbara Atkinson 
 
Tuesday 7:00 pm: “Disciple I” led by Judy Alford & Regina Carver 
 
Wednesday 6:30 pm: “On Our Way: Christian Practices for a Whole Life” led by Eric Penshaw 
   “John: The Gospel of Light & Life” led by Rev. Homer E. Morris  
   “Financial Peace” led by Mary Taylor, Sandra Reynolds & April Twine 
 
Thursday 2:00 pm:  “Thursday Afternoon Bible Class” led by Judy Alford 
 

GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST, AND AS A FAITHFUL COMMUNITY 
CALLED THE CHURCH.) 
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   Income thru July 31st:  $418,361  

   Expenses of $ 472,500  

   Net loss of ($ 54,139)  

 
 
 

When you think about AUMC’s finances, more than likely numbers, commas, and decimals come            
to mind.  Some may think of the annual budget. Others may think about monthly giving or the church’s 
capital debt.  While these are important aspects of the church’s finances, they are not our most important 
numbers.  The real story is what your generous and faithful financial support of the church makes possible 
– creating disciples of Christ.  It is the lives touched, needs met, and relationships deepened with our Lord 
and Savior. Throughout the remainder of the year in addition to being transparent with how the church is 
operating financially, the finance committee wants to highlight a few of the numbers you make possible 
each month.    
 

 

MANY WAYS TO GIVE  

One convenient way to give is to set up an EFT or electronic funds trans-
fer.  You can give a one-time gift or set up weekly, or monthly dona-
tions.  You can set it up yourself by going to our Aldersgate.org website 
select Mission &  Giving then select on-line giving. You may also con-
tact our church treasurer, Mary Taylor  (mary@aldersgate.org).  
 
You can make donations to the operating budget, the capital campaign or 
to special ministries such as the community backpack ministry or urban 
ministries, or make a special memorial gift.  

 
Another way to give is by donating shares of stock.  We use the United Methodist Foundation and  
Morgan Stanley to assist us with gifts of stock.  If you are interested in this option just contact Mary    
Taylor by email at mary@aldersgate.org and she will give you or your stock broker the necessary paper-
work to transfer the stock. 
  

Thanks for all that you do to support the many missions and ministries of Aldersgate. 

mailto:mary@aldersgate.org


AUGUST LAY ASSISTANTS  
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                    USHERS   GREETER WELCOME STATION     LAY READER 
 
8:15 Service                                         O = Office Door   M = Main Door 
 
8/7  Chick Hinton            Carol Brese–M       Carol Brese        Dave Brese  
  Richard Riggsbee         Mitch Adkins-O       
  Katherine Siler 
  John Field  
           
8/14   Jeff Sturkey            Mitch Adkins-M       Mitch Adkins       Shelia Rittgers  
  Stacey McCorison       Sharon  MacLaurin-O 
  Chick Hinton 
  Mary Tom Roberts 
  
8/21  Paul Jones                    John Field-M       John Field        Ruth Kay 
  Linda Jones                  Mary Tom Roberts-O 
  Doug Morris 
  Carole Morris  
 
8/28  Richard Riggsbee         Linda Jones-M      Linda Jones        John Field  
  Kirk Brown                  Paul Jones-O  
  MitchAdkins 
  Stacey McCorison 
 
9:30 Service                                        Greeters = Main Door Only  

8/7  Gene Bell         Margie Muir          Mary Taylor 
  Cynthia Bell  
  
  
11:00 Service 
 
8/7  Bill Smith            Amelia Oakley-M       Amelia Oakley        Steve Wilfong 
  Sarah Walker                Ronnie Oakley-O 
  Brent Walker 
  Ginger Hawkins 
  
8/14  Suzi Caudill                  Michele Tucker-M      Michele Tucker       Julie Reo 
  Pam Boatright               Paula Veasey-O 
  Roy Swarigen 
    
8/21  Jan Howe             Ginger Hawkins-M     Ginger Hawkins       Barbara Snyder 
  Paula Veasey             Betty Jane Upchurch-O 
  Lynn Baird 
   
8/28  Kimberly Riggs              Nancy Gaither-M        Nancy Gaither       Janie Howell 
  Ed Osteen                       Kay Edwards-O 
  Ronnie Oakley 
  Michele Tucker 
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8:15 AM SERVICE 
8/7 Meadow Snyder 
8/14 Danielle Nixon 
8/21 Danielle Nixon 
8/28 Elizabeth Healy 
 

Kaye Harris 
Regina Carver 

Acolyte  

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding 
minister/pastor in worship and carries out cer-
tain duties, including candle lighting; carrying 
the processional cross; holding or getting items 
the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Communion, 
and other worship acts. Acolytes may be chil-
dren, youth, and adults.  

 
11:00 AM SERVICE 
8/7 Cameron Nye/Margaret Ann Healy 
8/14 Sammy Turley 
8/21 Joshua Bosecker 
8/28 Abbie Robinson 

 Altar Guild  

EACH SUNDAY MORNING:  
8:15, 9:30 AND 11:00 AM   

Nursery Ministry 

NURSERY TEACHERS ARE:  
Lynn Wilfong, Ellen Whisnant and Dawn Eckhoff 
 

Altar Guild assures the worship 
space and supporting materials are 
prepared for worship. 

Trustee for August 
  Gene Bell 

Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God 
has entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees 
supervise and maintain the property of the congrega-
tion to ensure that disciple-making ministries of the 
congregation are effective and that local legal re-
quirements related to the property are satisfied.  





Phone: 919-477-0509 
Email: holly@aldersgate.org 

1320 Umstead Drive 
Durham, NC 27712 

ALDERSGATE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

FIND US ON:  

Facebook:  Aldersgate UMC Durham 
Twitter:     TheGate27712 
Website:    Aldersgate.org  
LinkedIn:   Aldersgate United            
     Methodist Church  


