
Church Events 

 10.1  Elder’s Meeting 

 10.5  Ladies Book Club 

 

 10.8  Grade 6-8 Strange 

 10.9  Return from Strange  

 10.10 Ladies Night Out 

 10.13 Volunteers to WCRC 

 10.14  Big Lunch 

                 FCC Fall Fest 

 10.15 Mission Meeting 

 10.22  Shreve’s Pumpkin Patch 

Taco Tuesday - H.S. lunch hours 

Family Night - Wednesdays @ 5:45 pm 

Griefshare - Thursdays @ 6:30 pm 

Ladies Quilting - 2nd & 4th Thursdays @ 5:00 

Bulletin - Fridays @ 8:30 am 
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RE: fcc 
It Starts With One 

This Year’s Faith 

Promise Events 

(See details inside!) 

September 24, 

6:00 pm 

A project, that anyone can do, that will 

bring a little joy to the residents of 

Brookstone. 

September 30, 

8:00 am 

A “One Day Serve” at Oblong     

Christian Children’s Home.  

October 1,  

6:00 pm 

Food packaging with Lifeline        

Christian Ministries.  We will pack 

over 14,000 meals in one night. 

October 8,  

8:00 & 10:15 am 

We’ll make our faith promises at both 

services. 

October 8, 

6:00 pm 

It Starts with One closing program:  

An evening of Worship, Special Music, 

Kids, and more. 



Craig’s Column 
Craig@fccfairfield.com 

We’ve just come through the weekend celebrating 150 years 
of faithfulness for First Christian Church. It has been 150 years 
not of perfection but of striving. People seeking to honor God 
with what they have to give. Time, talents, energy, money, 
and gifts have all been given to the kingdom of God for His 
glory and to save those who were lost. As we review that 
history I am humbled and privileged to be a part of such a 
wonderful church. Certainly those who have gone before us 
have left an incredible legacy and a challenge of faith. Their 
faithfulness in the past sets the pace for us as we accept the 
baton and run our race here at First Christian Church. 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured 
such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart.” Hebrews 12:1-3 

I believe it is imperative we run the race marked out for us so 
that we leave an incredible legacy and the challenge of faith to 
those who come behind us. How do we want the coming 
generations, including our own children, to view us? I hope 
they don’t think of us as good people but as faithful people. 
My prayer is that they see us as people who are willing to 
follow our God no matter what the cost no matter what it 
took. My desire is that you feel the same way and we can 
leave that kind of legacy and challenge to the next generation. 

We’re entering a time of the year when we turn our hearts 
and our minds toward a piece of our history which has been a 
joy for me. It has been passed down to us by those who made 
a choice to be faithful with their giving to missions. Since the 
beginning, First Christian Church has given over $8 million to 
missions through Faith Promise. Faith Promise is just that, a 
promise made in faith trusting that God will provide. And as 
you can tell through the years God has been faithful to 
provide.  

As we come into our Faith Promise this year please pray and 
ask God to lay on your heart what He would want you to give. 
This is a gift given above your normal offering not in place of 
it. I would like to challenge us, as a church, to give something 
and give generously. Maybe you have never made a faith 
promise before, please don’t miss the opportunity to be 
blessed to see God work and provide for missions through 
you. It may only be $5 or $10 a week but God will multiply and 
make an incredible difference in someone’s life through your 
giving. The world has been touched for Jesus by the gifts given 
at First Christian Church. People have come to know Christ 
and will share with us in eternity with God because we were 
willing to share. Let’s share together by making a faith 
promise and together let’s watch God work. 

Jesus challenged us to give when he said: 

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you.”   Luke 6:38 

In His love 
Craig 

This year’s faith promise will follow on the heals of our 150th 
celebration.  Beginning September 24th, we’ll learn that “It Starts 
With One”:  One Prayer, One Person , One Mission.  This year’s goal is 
set at $320,000.00.  While there may be some who could write that 
check, it will take all of us, discovering what God wants to give 
through us, and being willing to make that promise to meet that Goal. 

During Faith Promise, we have several events planned. On September 
24th, at 6:00 pm, we’ll be making decorations for the residents of 
Brookstone Estates.  Several of our members live there, and this is a 
chance for you and your family to create something for them:  Kids 
and adults working together.  It’s a great chance to spend some time 
with our church family and bring some joy to others as well. 

On September 30th, we’ll be doing a “One Day Serve”.  Last year we 
headed to Indianapolis to work with FAME.  This year, we’re heading 
to Oblong and we’ll be working with the Children’s home.  We want 
you to bring your kids along.  Any kids 5th grade and under will need 
to be accompanied by a parent.  We’ll be leaving at 8:00 am and 
returning by 7:30 pm.  There is no cost for the trip, but you will need 
to pack a lunch and bring money for Monical’s Pizza on the way 
home.  You can sign up for this trip at the welcome center. 

On October 1st at 6:00 pm, once again, we are partnering with Lifeline 
Christian Mission to pack meals.  The plan is to pack 14,000 meals in 
under an hour.  Last year, from the kids on up, this was one of the 
highlights of Faith Promise.  Again, this is chance for all ages to work 
together and accomplish something amazing for the Kingdom. 

October 8th is Faith Promise Sunday.  We’re asking you to begin 
praying now and asking God what He wants to give through you.  
Faith promise is not about how much you can scrape together out of 
your monthly budget.  It’s about trusting God to do what He says He 
will do.  Faith Promise is seeking God’s answer to how much you He 
wants to give to missions though you, and, in faith, trusting that He 
will supply.  We’ll be giving you an opportunity, in both services, to 
tell us what God has told you by filling out a Faith Promise card.  
Remember, this is not a “pledge” that you will be “required” to fulfill.  
It is a promise that as God provides, you will be faithful to give it to 
complete the mission that God gave the church.   

That evening, we’ll wrap up Faith Promise with a celebration service.  
We’ll announce the total for Faith Promise and we’ll celebrate what 
God has done.  The evening will include worship, special music, the 
FCC kids, scripture and much more. 

We’re all really looking forward to seeing what God will do through  
First Christian with this year’s Faith Promise.  Please be praying about 
your part of our mission program.  Although “It Starts With One”, it 
will take all of us to accomplish the mission that God has set for us to 
“Go and make disciples of all nations.”   

Faith Promise 2017 



ELDER’S MEETING 

OCTOBER 1 @ 4:30 

UL #113 

LADIES BOOK CLUB 

OCTOBER 5 @ 6:00 PM 

LIBRARY 

“The Lottery Winner” 

Mary Higgins Clark 

VOLUNTEERS TO WCRC 

OCTOBER 6 @ 8:00 AM 

MISSION MEETING 

October 15 @ 4:30  

East Basement 

LADIES QUILTING 

2nd & 4th THURSDAY 

ROOM #UL 103 

GRIEFSHARE 

THURSDAYS @ 6:30 PM 

ROOM #E 111 

SHREVE’S PUMPKIN PATCH 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 

4:30 PM 
BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS 

AND  YOUR APPETITE! 

TUESDAY 

OCTOBER 10 

MPR 

6:00 pm 

LIGHT MEAL 

November 16-19 in Peoria, Illinois.  Hear speakers from Uganda, India, 

Illinois, and Ghana.  Meet many of the missionaries we support face to 

face.  Hear how God’s kingdom is advancing around the world.  See   

exhibits from missions all over the world and here in the U.S.  We have 

several rooms reserved that you can claim.  The cost is $420 per room.  

The registration fee for the conference is paid, so the only extra expense 

would be your meals while you’re in  Peoria.  If we have enough people, 

we’ll take the church van so you may not even have to drive!  If you’re 

interested in going or if you have any questions, talk to Jeff or call the 

church office. 

WEDNESDAY  
NIGHT  

IS  
FAMILY NIGHT! 

 
MEAL @  

5:45 
 

CLASSES @ 
6:30 



Sunday School  192 

Morning Worship  359 

Evening Worship  107 

 Fund Beginning Balance Income Expense Ending Balance 

01 General  $182,811 58,874 51,572 $190,113 

02 Mission $111,660 22,853 39,813 $94,700 

 Totals $294,471 $81,727 $91,385 $284,813 

Kent Vinson  8:00 

Kent Vinson  10:15 

Max Dee Green Doug Aman Jr. Worship 

Dan Coomer Steve Bruce Hospital  

Homes Tom Lavine Steve Liston 

1 -  Ryan Duckworth 2 -  Carl Hayes 3 -  John Basnett 4 -  Jess Duckworth 

5 -  Jim Meritt 6 -  Joe Holman 7 -  Kevin Kakc 8 -  Dennis Mitchell 

9 -  Alan Kemp 10 -  Steve Courtright 11 -  Herb Fenton 12 -  Jerry Carter 

1 -  Charles Coget 2 -  Jim Gruner 3 -  Rick Doty  4 -  Bruce Reeves 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

4:30 pm Elder’s Meeting 

2 3 

11:05 am Taco Tuesday 

4 

5:45 pm Family Night 

5 

6:00 pm Ladies Book Club 

6:30 pm Griefshare 

6 

8:30 am Prepare Bulletin 

7 

9:00 am FCHS Alumni 

8 

6:00 pm Grades 6-8 to 

Strange 

 

9 

Grades 6-12 return from 

Strange 

10 

11:05 am Taco Tuesday 

6:30 pm LACE  

11 

5:45 pm Family Night 

 

 

12 

5:00 pm Ladies Quilting 

6:30 pm Griefshare 

13 

8:00 am Vols to WCRC 

8:30 am Prepare Bulletin 

14 

10 - 2 FCC Fall Fest @ 

Leo French Park 

11 - 1 The Big Lunch 

 

15 

B/P readings 

1:00 pm MPR in use 

4:30 pm Mission Meeting 

16 17 

11:05 am Taco Tuesday 

18 

5:45 pm Family Night 

19 

6:30 pm Griefshare 

20 

8:30 am Prepare Bulletin 

5:00 pm Cook/Hale 

Wedding rehearsal  

21 

2:00 pm Cook/Hale 

Wedding 

22 

4:30 pm Shreve’s Pumpkin 

Patch 

23 24 

11:05 am Taco Tuesday 

25 

5:45 pm Family Night 

26 

6:30 pm Griefshare 

27 

8:30 am Prepare Bulletin 

 

Jr. High Forge 

28 

 

 

Jr High Forge 

29 30 31 

11:05 am Taco Tuesday 

    

October 2017 



Communion 

Royce & Becky Carter 

Chair Team 
Youth 

Bus Driver 
David Gray 

Junior Church 

Pre-K – 5yrs  

Hillary Vaughan, Stacey Robbins 

& Stephanie Taylor 

 Child Check-in Assistants 

     Foyer   9 & 10 am   

Julie Aman & Teresa Courtright   

Nursery Laundry 
Connie Reid 

Baptism 

John & Kelly Basnett 

Cindy Hayes 

October 1 

Beverly Dilges 

LaDonna Legg 

Robert Mitchell 

 

October 2 

Kentley Ethridge 

Mason Ethridge 

 

October 3 

Leona Bullard 

Sonja Hall 

 

October 4 

Michael Mitchell 

Carroll Strange 
 

October 5 

Jackson Julius 

Camden Robbins 

October 7 

Jensyn Robbins 
 

October 9 

Linne Gray 
 

October 10 

Vicki Boldt 

Dawn Johnston 

Kerry Meritt 

 

October 11 

Curtis Anderson 

Daniel Coomer 

 

October 12 

Myra Copeland 

Addison Shreve 

 

 

October 13 

Jacob Butcher 

 

October 16 

Leslie Ewing 

Marty Keoughan 

Dorothy McCulley 

 

October 17 

Robert Debenport 

Mark Hall 

 

October 18 

Marlene Rogers 

 

October 19 

Lew Jean Rush 

 

 

October 20 

Cale Simpson 

Maxine Talbert 

 

October 21 

Matthew Michels 

Blake Parrent 

 

October 22 

Jack Copeland 

Joshua Musgrave 

 

October 23 

Gary Gain 

 

October 24 

Charles Coget 

Mary O’Daniel 

 

 

October 25 

Arvis Aman 

Scarlett Edwards 

Sarah Walker 

 

October 26 

Josh Braddock 

Wren Braddock 

Jerry Carter 

 

October 27 

Leonard Harper 

 

October 28 

Harry Carter 

John W. Reeves 

 

 

 

 

October 29 

Teresa Courtright 

Larry Overbee 

Debbie Xanders 

 

October 30 

Kelly Basnett 

Ross Basnett 

Russell Vaughan 

 

October 31 

Dan Miller 

If your birthday is not listed please cal the office with month, day & year of birth so we can update our records 

 8:00 9:00 10:00 6:00 

    Week 1  

0-1 

 year 
Matta Gray 

Volunteer 

Needed 

Cristy Pearce 

Barbara Bozarth 
Amy & Ryan Duckworth,  

Young Married 

Small Group 
1-2 years Joel & Laura Ethridge 

 Melissa Simpson 

Amber Lyon 

2-3 years Melissa & Cam Simpson Jeff & Tara Billington 

Week 2    

0-1  

year 

Toby Hucker 

Volunteer  

Needed 

Frances Carter 

Volunteer Needed 
Stephen & Terry Prizer 

Terri Shreve 
1-2 years Joel & Laura Ethridge Kelly Basnett 

2-3 years Melissa & Cam Simpson Jeremy & Hillary Vaughan 

Week 3    

0-1  

year 

Drew Vaupel 

Volunteer  

Needed 

 

Pam Holman 

Sonja Hall 
Jackie & Cindy Grepares Sonja Hall 

Julie Aman 

 

1-2 years Joel & Laura Ethridge  Jodi  & McKenna Poole 

2-3 years Melissa & Cam Simpson Volunteer Needed 

Week 4    

0-1  

year 
Carol Jackson 

Toby Hucker 

Connie Mitchell 

Shirley Miller 

Judy Griswold 

Volunteer Needed 
Connie Reid 

Jean Duckworth   
1-2 years Joel & Laura Ethridge 

Cheryl Basnett 

Lori Kovacich 

2-3 years Melissa & Cam Simpson Bob & Dena Hall 
Week 5    

0-1  

year Jacque O’Daniel 

Bob Bunting 

Cristy Pearce 

Toby Hucker 

Heather Neuman 

Deseree Price Young Married 

Small Group 1-2 years Joel & Laura Ethridge 
Sonja Hall 

Carol Jackson 

2-3 years Melissa & Cam Simpson Curt & Stacey Robbins 



A THANK YOU MESSAGE 

It’s hard to believe that Diana and I have been here for just over a week. Thanks to the love and generosity that all of you show us, we 
already feel at home and a part of the family here. We recognize this as God’s blessing in our life, and we are so thankful that He has chosen 
to lead us here to be a part of your family. In the short time that we have been here we’ve seen the enormous love that you have for God 
and your passion for reaching others on His behalf! That passion was shown most clearly to us when we had the opportunity to serve 
alongside many of you  at the Great Giveaway, and watch as the church came together to  serve the community and share the love of God 
with those in need.  

Diana and I would like to take this time to tell you all thank you for everything that you’ve done for us!  Thanks to your generous gifts there 
has been nothing that we have needed  or gone without during this time of transition. Your donations to help fill our pantry have supplied 
us with food which has allowed us to use our money to take care of other moving needs and allowed us to better spend time in the 
community here and try to meet everyone. It is because of all of this that we have had an extremely smooth transition and moving 
experience. 

We’ve enjoyed getting to know many of you since we arrived and look forward to getting to know your children and families better. I am 
incredibly excited to join the staff here and begin partnering with each of you in helping to disciple your children. Children’s ministry is 
something that has been my passion since I was a junior in high school, and it is my belief that if we give children a solid foundation in their 
faith, a knowledge of who God is and His love for them, and surround them with adults who love them and love God that God will use them 
to change the world.  

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for all of the ways in which you’ve blessed Diana and myself. We are truly blessed to be here and 
to be a part of your family at FCC. We are excited for what God has planned for us during our time here! 

In Christ, Caleb and Diana Higginbotham 

Children’s Ministry 
Caleb@fccfairfield.com 

Do you have a set of wheels? A bike I mean! On Saturday,     
September 23, we will be have a “Big Mile Bike ” day. Bring your 
bikes (bicycle, tricycle, etc.) and join the fun. As we start our 
Faith Promise emphasis, this activity will be not only be fun but 
will also be an opportunity to help missions. We’ll meet in the 
church parking lot at 10:00 a.m. and ride til noon. All riding will 
take place in the church parking lot. We will not leave the   
property. Drinks and light snacks will be served during the   
morning and then lunch when all is done at noon. Your parents 
will be able to pick you up by 12:30. Sign up at the KidzKlub 
check-in area of the Welcome Center so we’ll know how many 
to plan for. Parents are welcome to attend to help supervise the 
activity. Please mark your desire to be there as well on the   
signup sheet . 

Being a preteen can be a confusing and hard time. Preteens are 
at the point in their lives where their identity is starting to be 
shaped, and they may often feel like the odds are stacked 
against them. That’s why CIY SuperStart exists! SuperStart, in 
Louisville, Kentucky, is an event designed for 4th, 5th, and 6th 
graders, and this year they will teach your students that 
through God’s word they can receive the help they need to  
define who they are and to serve God! 

                      DATES:   COST: 

            November 10th-11th                   $50 by October 10th 



WHAT REALLY MATTERS 

 

 Have you ever had a conversation that sparks something inside you and reminds you of what really matters in life? I had one of 
those conversations with a teenager a few days ago that reminded me of something I had forgotten. I have lived under the false assumption 
that everyone knows how to do things that many have always known. That is why this young man’s honest comment brought me back to 
reality. Through our conversation he revealed that he had been baptized a long time ago but he doesn’t know very much about the Bible. I 
proceeded to give my “expert” wisdom by telling him that reading your Bible is pretty important. His response caught me off guard and 
brought me off my pedestal, “where do I start, page 1?” It was in that moment I was reminded that many teenagers want to know God but 
they do not know how to read their Bible to know and experience who God is and what he has done. We are not alone in this, the 1st 
century Christians experienced the same questions and I want to examine their situation and why the Bible takes knowing God’s word so 
seriously. 
 

An honest question 
 

 In Acts 8:26-31, we meet Philip (one of the seven deacons chosen) who received an instruction from an angel to go down a desert 
road to Gaza. During his travel he encounters an Ethiopian eunuch who was reading the book of Isaiah. Philip is prompted by the Spirit to 
simply, “Go to that chariot and stay near it”. Philip is obedient and what follows is one of the most honest exchanges recorded. Luke writes, 
“Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ Philip asked. 
‘How can I,’ he said, ‘unless someone explains it to me?’ So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.” (Acts 8:30-31) 

 Philip asked a question and received a question in return that he was not expecting. It is a question that caused Philip to reevaluate 
his approach. The eunuch had the desire but he did not have the ability because no one had explained it to him. What resulted from this 
exchange was the eunuch coming to faith in Christ and receiving the Holy Spirit. So what can we glean from this exchange? Excellent 
question, let’s take a look.  
 

Why the Bible 
 

 Most parents want the best for their children and they want them to be adults who are well- rounded, filled with character and 
integrity to make a positive impact on the world. They want them to avoid making wrong, sometimes life-changing, decisions that could 
compromise their future. How do we help our children become the type of people that God envisions? We need to teach them how to read 
the Bible so that they can know, love and serve God. The Holy Spirit will fashion them into people who are joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, 
good, faithful, gentle and disciplined (see Gal.5:22).  

 Teaching them how to read the Bible enables them to interact with their Creator and provides them with access to a God who 
addresses life’s biggest questions of meaning, purpose and why we are here. Not teaching them denies them that ability and they are left 
piecing together bits of Sunday school lessons, sermons and whatever else the internet and peers has to offer. 

  

The  law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul.  The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. (Psalm19:7) 
 

Your role 
 

 You have a unique opportunity in the life of your child as you can help shape and mold them into the disciple that God desires. 
Your children are immersed in information and perspectives and they need a filter to screen out what is true and what is rubbish. In 
Colossians 2:8, Paul proclaims that living and being rooted in Christ and what he has done enables us to not fall captive to deceptive 
philosophies and hollow traditions. Does that sound like a tool your teenager should have?  

 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all 
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness  

in your hearts to God. (Colossians 3:16) 

 

 I believe there is no greater aspiration for a parent than to help the word of Christ dwell within their children. We need to 
encourage and teach them so that they can interact with the God of the Bible. It is not enough to hand them a Bible and hope for the best. 
Next month we look at some practical steps you can take to help them read and understand what they are reading. Until then I leave you 
with one question: How are you letting the word of Christ richly dwell within you? 

 

Youth Ministry 
Jake@fccfairfield.com 



FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
100 W. CENTER ST. 
FAIRFIELD, IL  62837 
 

618-842-4311 
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THANKSGIVING DINNER 

NOVEMBER 15 @ 5:45 PM 


