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“Be	 diligent	 to	 present	 yourself	 approved	 to	 God	 as	 a	 
workman	 who	 does	 not	 need	 to	 be	 ashamed,	 
accurately	 handling	 the	 word	 of	 truth.”	 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 —2	 Timothy	 2.15



WHAT:
SUMMER PREACHING CLASS AT CFBC  (Summer preaching class, 7 sessions)

HOW LONG:
7 weeks:  Friday nights (June 17, 24, July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29) = 7 sessions

WHERE:
At the Kirkland Home/Basement

TOPICS:
TOPIC     SUMMARIZING THEME:  WEEK
Preaching & Preparing the Man  HOLINESS    1
Preaching & Desperate Prayer  PRAYER    2
Preaching & Proper Hermeneutics  HERMENEUTICS   3
Preaching & Crafting the Outline  OUTLINING    4
Preaching & Elements of the Sermon  EXEGESIS    5
Preaching & Delivering the Message  PREACHING    6
Preaching & God's Sovereignty  DEPENDENCE   7

GOAL:
An intensive course designed to instruct men of God who have a desire to preach the Word of 
God to do so with biblical fidelity, Spiritual power, captivating clarity, and urgent passion!

TENTATIVE FORMAT OF EACH SESSION >>
7.30-9.00PM FRIDAY NIGHTS

7.30-8.25PM   INSTRUCTION/LECTURE
8.25-8.30PM   DESSERT/COFFEE BREAK
8.30-8.50PM   STUDENT SERMON DELIVERY*
8.50-9.00PM   SERMON FEEDBACK FROM THE GROUP*

*One of the men will preach a 20-minute message & the rest of the group will provide helpful feedback/suggestions.
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I. PREACHING & PREPARING THE MAN  [HOLINESS]

You will be able to stand before men because you’ve first kneeled before God.

"The greatest need of my people is my personal holiness." (Robert Murray M’Cheyne)

What makes the man of God successful in ministry?
 How do you know if you’re a success in preaching? In life? In ministry? At home?

Remember — “it is absolutely vital to remember that a ministry is never just shaped 
by knowledge, experience, and skill. It is always also shaped by the true condition of his 
heart. In fact, if one’s heart is not in the right place, all of the knowledge and skill can 
actually function to make a man of God dangerous…. Many problems are problems of 
the heart; a vertical problem… [The problem with many is] the lack of a living, humble, 
needy, celebratory, worshipful, meditative communion with Christ” (Paul Tripp, A 
Dangerous Calling).

“A man of God (minister/pastor/teacher) must be enthralled by, in awe of -- can I say it: 
in love with -- his Redeemer so that everything he thinks, desires, chooses, decides, 
says, and does is propelled by love for Christ and the security of rest in the love of 
Christ. He must be regularly exposed, humbled, assured, and given rest by the grace of 
his Redeemer. His heart needs to be tenderized day after day by his communion with 
Christ so that he becomes a tender, loving, patient, forgiving, encouraging, and giving 
servant leader!  You see, it is only love for Christ that can defend the heart of the pastor 
(=teacher/man of God) against all the other loves that have the potential to kidnap his 
ministry. It is only the worship of Christ that has the power to protect him from all the 
seductive idols of ministry that will whisper in his heart.” (Paul Tripp)

 Preparing the man includes the following realities. He must be...
 
 1) A saved man

• Cf. Richard Baxter, The Reformed Pastor
• Baxter: “God never saved any man for being a preacher, nor because he was 

an able preacher; but because he was a justified, sanctified man, and 
consequently faithful in his Master’s work. Take heed, therefore, to yourselves 
first, that you be that which you persuade your hearers to be, and believe that 
which you persuade them to believe, and heartily entertain that Savior whom 
you offer to them.”

• Foreknowledge
• Predestination
• Regenerated
• Called
• Justified
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• Indwelt 
• “My goal is GOD HIMSELF. Not joy, not peace, not even blessing but 

HIMSELF...my GOD.” (Leonard Ravenhill)
• 1 Timothy 4:16!

 2) A holy man
• Leviticus & Numbers (the priests)
• The most common mistake made by churches that are eager to implement 

leadership is to appoint biblically unqualified men (Alexander Strauch)
• in his heart
• in his walk
• in his talk
• in his reputation
• in his home
• in his finances
• in his sexuality
• Robert Murray M’Cheyne:  “Study universal holiness of life. Your whole 

usefulness depends on this, for your sermons last but an hour or two; your life 
preaches all the week. If Satan can only make a covetous minister a lover of 
praise, of pleasure, of good eating, he has ruined your ministry.”

• Jeremiah 23:11-24!

 3) A sexually pure man
For the most part, evangelical Christianity during this century has focused on the battle 
for doctrinal purity -- and we should -- but we are losing the battle for moral purity 
(John MacArthur). 

• FLEEING temptation
• FOLLOWING Christ
• FORSAKING what is not above reproach
• FREQUENTING accountability 
• FULFILLING his wife
• FERVENT to be above reproach (in all respects)

“This world overflows with sexual sin, and Paul directs the church to find as leaders 
men who have impeccable reputations.  Is the man under consideration without blame 
in that he has been and now is loyal to the woman who is his wife?  Does he have a 
sexual career in his past that has perhaps come to a screeching halt lately, but most 
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everyone around town knows about it?  This is not a man who can stand up and say, 
“Here, beloved, is God’s divine model!”  The issue is moral character” (John 
MacArthur).
 1 Timothy 5:2 & 2 Timothy 2:22

 4) A biblically-saturated man
• *Ezra 7:10
• “I got more true knowledge from reading the Book of God in one month, than I 

could ever have acquired from all the writings of men” (George Whitefield)
• Nothing can replace and you must resolve that nothing will displace the 

preeminence of Scripture in your life.
• Ps 1; Josh 1:8-9; 1 Tim 4:11ff

• Examples: read the Puritans (Thomas Watson, John Bunyan)

 5) A serious man
• M’Cheyne would say: “Lord make me as holy as a pardoned sinner can be.”
• “Entertainment is the devil's substitute for joy. ” (Leonard Ravenhill)
• Be focused! Remain focused! Keep the main thing the main thing.
• “Brethren, I earnestly beseech you, in the name of God, and for the sake of your 

people’s souls, that you will not slightly slubber over this work, but do it 
vigorously, and with all your might; and make it your great and serious 
business.” (Richard Baxter)

 6) A called man
• Spurgeon says: “You must recognize God’s call on you … It is imperative upon 

that man not to enter the ministry until he has made solemn quest and trial of 
himself as to this point.”

• How do you know if you’re called?  William Blaike (minister in London, 19th c):
• Salvation of your own soul
• Desire to serve
• Desire to live a life conducive to service
• Intellectual ability
• Physical qualifications
• Social elements
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If one is to be considered a true minister of the church, it is necessary that he consider 
the objective or external call of the church and the secret inner call conscious only to 
the minister himself (John Calvin).

How do you know if you’re called?
  C - A - L - L

Call - Is there confirmation by others?
Abilities - Are there abilities in you?
Longing - Are you longing to lead and teach the Word?
Lifestyle - Is there a lifestyle of integrity?

 7) An unstoppable man
  Discouragement/Failures/Hardships/Oppositions cannot stop him!

• “There is a God of awesome grace who meets His children darkness and 
difficulty. He is worth running to. He is worth waiting for. He brings rest when it 
seems like there is no rest to be found” (Paul Tripp)

• Jeremiah 1 (cf. 1 Thess 2:17-20; 3:11-12)
• "No reserves. No retreats. No regrets" (William Borden)

 8) A family man
• 1 Timothy 3 & Titus 1
• Richard Baxter writes to pastors: “You are likely to see no general reformation till 

you procure family reformation. Some little obscure religion there may be in here 
and there one; but while it sticks in single persons, and is not promoted by these 
societies, it doth not prosper, nor promise much for future increase.”

• For most men, the family is the arena in which spiritual leadership can be 
evaluated (John MacArthur)

• Thus: “a man’s ability to oversee his household well is a prerequisite for 
overseeing God’s household” (Alexander Strauch)

• If a man’s family is not his first ministry then he is an unfit man for the ministry. 
Never disqualify yourself for the mistress of ministry. Make absolute certain you 
keep your wife priority and ensure she knows that she is your primary ministry. 
Then your children come next. Then the local church ministry falls into line.

 page 6



 9) A worshiping man
• Study the Word to know God more and more, for the more you know, the more 

you will love Him.
• 2 Thess 2:10 - described as “the love of the truth to be saved…”
• Phil 3:10; Psalm 27
“The more afraid [ministers] are and the more they shrink under the contemplation 
of God‟s majesty and their own weakness, the more likely it is that they are truly 
called of God and appointed for worthy purposes in his church.” (William Perkins).

 10) A meditating man
• “Continue to study, and you will continue to be fresh and interesting. As you 

study, you will find messages springing from your soul like water bubbling from a 
fountain (Jerry Vines and Jim Shaddox).

• My soul breathed after God, in sweet spiritual and longing desires of conformity 
to him, and was brought to rest itself on his rich grace, and felt strength and 
encouragement to do or suffer anything, that divine providence should allot me. 
(David Brainerd)

• Remember, it is not hasty reading—but serious meditating upon holy and 
heavenly truths, that make them prove sweet and profitable to the soul. It is not 
the bee’s touching of the flower, which gathers honey—but her abiding for a time 
upon the flower, which draws out the sweet. It is not he who reads most—but he 
who meditates most, who will prove the choicest, sweetest, wisest and strongest 
Christian. (Thomas Brooks)

• Thomas Manton said: What is the reason there is so much preaching and so little 
practice? For lack of meditation.... Constant thoughts are operative, and musing 
makes the fire burn. Green wood is not kindled by a flash or spark, but by 
constant blowing.

 11) An evangelistic man
• John Knox prayed: “Give me scotland, or I die!”
• George Whitefield; “Give me souls or take my soul!”
• “The bow of God's wrath is bent, and the arrow made ready on the string, and 

justice bends the arrow at your heart, and strains the bow, and it is nothing but the 
mere pleasure of God, and that of an angry God, without any promise or 
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obligation at all, that keeps the arrow one moment from being made drunk with 
your blood.” (Jonathan Edwards in a sermon)

• “To be a soul winner is the happiest thing in the world. And with every soul you 
bring to Jesus Christ, you seem to get a new heaven here upon earth.” (Charles 
Spurgeon)

• “If sinners will be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our bodies. And if 
they will perish, let them perish with our arms about their knees, imploring them 
to stay. If Hell must be filled, at least let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, 
and let not one go there unwarned and unprayed for.” (Charles Spurgeon)

• He obeys Matt 28:18-20 & Luke 14:23 & speaks the good news of salvation!

 12) An earnest man
• A true desire to lead the family of God is always a Spirit-generated desire 

(Alexander Strauch)
• He must be often speaking about matters of eternity
• “A man who is intimate with God is not intimidated by man.” (Leonard 

Ravenhill)
• John Angell James wrote (in his book: An Earnest Ministry): “This is earnestness 

in preaching—when it is evident to the hearer that the preacher feels the truths he 
discusses; when it is manifest to all that he believes what he says, in affirming that 
his hearers are sinking into perdition, and that he is laboring to persuade them to 
forsake their evil courses—when his sermons are full of close, pointed, personal 
addresses; when, in short, through the whole discourse, he is seen moving onward 
from the understanding to a closer and closer approximation to the heart in the 
conclusion, and the hearer feels at length his hand seizing him with a mysterious 
and resistless power, and bearing him away, almost whether he will or not—to 
Christ, salvation, and heaven.”

It was said of William Perkins, a Puritan minister & preacher of the gospel:
“Mr. Perkins was so pious and exemplary in his life, that malice itself was unable to 
reproach his character. As his preaching was a just comment upon his text; so his practice 
was a just comment upon his preaching.”
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II. PREACHING & DESPERATE PRAYER   [PRAYER]

"A man is what he is on his knees before God, and nothing more." (Robert Murray M’Cheyne)

“No man is greater than his prayer life. The pastor who is not praying is playing; the people who 
are not praying are straying. We have many organizers, but few agonizers; many players and 
payers, few pray-ers; many singers, few clingers; lots of pastors, few wrestlers; many fears, few 
tears; much fashion, little passion; many interferers, few intercessors; many writers, but few 
fighters. Failing here, we fail everywhere.” (Leonard Ravenhill)

“A minister may fill his pews, his communion roll, the mouths of the public, but what that 
minister is on his knees in secret before God Almighty, that he is and no more.” (John Owen)

“God’s true preachers have been distinguished by one great feature: they were men of 
prayer” (Leonard Ravenhill).

“The crying sin of the church is her laziness after God.” (Samuel Chadwick)

 WHAT IS PRAYER?
• Prayer is the conversation of a loving soul with God (Thomas Manton)
• “striving with earnest effort of soul” (The Apostle Paul; Rom 15:30)
• Wrestling and prevailing with God (Jacob; Gen 32:24ff)
• “strong crying and tears to God” (Hebrews 5:7)
• Prayer is the mightiest weapon of God’s mightiest soldiers.
• Pouring out the heart to God (David, Ps 62:8 & Hannah, 1 Sam 1:15)
• Pouring out one’s complaint before God & declaring all one’s troubles before Him 

(David, Ps 142:5)
• It is a way of telling God that we have all confidence in Him but no confidence in 

our own native powers. [=just read the entire book of Psalms!]

 WHY PRAYER?
Neglect of prayer is an offense to God, for by it we are saying that we have 
confidence in the flesh and can operate the spiritual life on a do-it-yourself basis. 
Strong men neglect prayer, or sometimes slight or ignore it, and therefore show their 
self-esteem and their near independence of divine help. But weak men cry to God, 
because God’s strength is guaranteed to be made perfect in their weakness. 
• God uses weak men who are strong in prayer.
• “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new 

organizations or more and novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use 
-- men of prayer, men mighty in prayer. The Holy Ghost does not flow through 
methods, but through men. He does not come on machinery, but on men. He does 
not anoint plans, but men -- men of prayer” (Leonard Ravenhill).
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• The preaching man is to be the praying man. Prayer is the preacher’s mightiest 
weapon. An Almighty force in itself, it gives life and force to all!” (Leonard 
Ravenhill)

• No learning can make up for the failure to pray. No earnestness, no diligence, no 
study, no gifts will supply the lack of prayer (Ravenhill).

• Prayer is one of the most noble parts of the believer’s spiritual armour (George 
Whitefield)

 WHAT KIND OF PRAYER?
• Serious, ardent, fervent -- desperate! -- prayer!
• Prayer is...a most serious work of our most serious years. It engages more of time 

and appetite than our longest dinings or richest feasts. The prayer that makes 
much of our peaching must be made much of. The character of our praying will 
determine the character of our preaching. Light praying will make light preaching. 
Prayer makes preaching strong, gives it unction, and makes it stick. In every 
ministry weighty for good, prayer has always been a serious business” (Leonard 
Ravenhill).

• We need serious prayer because we desperately need UNCTION.
• Unction is the one divine enablement by which the preacher accomplishes the 

peculiar and saving lends of preaching. It’s a heavenly anointing.
• Untion is a sweet violence -- a divine power -- that pierceth into the heart and 

affections and comes immediately from the Lord; but if there be any way to 
obtain such a thing, it is by the heavenly disposition of the speaker.

• “If there is to be a divine result from God's Word, the Holy Ghost must go 
forth with it.  As surely as God went before the children of Israel when He 
divided the Red Sea, as surely as He led them through the wilderness by the 
pillar of cloud and fire, so surely must the Lord's powerful presence go with 
His word if there is to be any blessing from it” (Charles Spurgeon).

•
• Unction pervades and convicts the conscience and breaks the heart.
• Enlargement, freedom, fullness of thought, directness and simplicity of 

utterance are the fruits of this unction.
• Earnestness does not equal unction. Volume and loudness doesn’t either.

• “One bright benison which private prayer brings down upon the ministry is an 
indescribable and inimitable something -- an unction from the Holy One …  
If the anointing which we bear come not from the Lord of hosts, we are 
deceivers, since only in prayer can we obtain it.  Let us continue instant, 
constant, fervent in supplication. Let your fleece lie on the threshing floor of 
supplication till it is wet with the dew of heaven”  (Charles Spurgeon).

• Unction is what makes God’s truth powerful, interesting, and it draws, and 
attracts, edifies, convicts, and saves (Leonard Ravenhill).

• Unction is a thing which you cannot manufacture, and its counterfeits are 
worse than worthless (entertainment/spirit-less preaching) -- yet it is, in itself, 
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priceless, and beyond measure needful if you would edify believers and bring 
sinners to Christ (Leonard Ravenhill).

• “Preaching is not the performance of an hour. It is the outflow of a life. It 
takes twenty years to make a sermon, because it takes twenty years to make 
the man. The true sermon is a thing of life. The sermon grows because the 
man grows. The sermon is forceful because the man is forceful. The sermon is 
holy because the man is holy. The sermon is full of the divine unction because 
the man is full of the divine unction.” (EM Bounds)

• The more that Whitefield prayed, the more powerfully he preached and the more 
sinners were converted to Christ (Steven J Lawson)

 HOW LONG TO PRAY?
One man went to hear Martyn Lloyd Jones preach & came home saying: “that man 
amazed me… for he prayed in the pulpit for almost 15 minutes, and what a range he 
covered!
• “The little estimate we put on prayer is evident from the little time we give to it… 

The men who have most fully illustrated Christ in their character, and have most 
powerfully affected the world for Him, have been men who spent so much time 
with God as to make it a notable feature of their lives.

           [this list is not to give a ‘law’ or ‘guilt trip’; it’s to show that men of God pray & pray long & pursue God b/c there’s no other option!]
• Charles Simeon -- devoted the hours from 4-8AM to God.
• John Wesley -- spent 2 hours daily in prayer
• John Fletcher -- would pray all night on regular occasions
• Martin Luther -- If I fail to spend 2 hours in prayer each morning, the devil 

gets the victory through the day. I have so much business I cannot get on 
without spending 3 hours daily in prayer.

• Archbishop Leighton -- was so much alone with God that he seemed to be 
perpetually meditating.

• Bishop Ken was so much with God that his soul was said to be God 
enamored. Arose before 3AM to be with God every day.

• Bishop Asbury -- I propose to rise at 4AM and spend 2 hours in prayer and 
meditation.

• Samuel Rutherford -- rose at 3AM to meet God in prayer
• Joseph Alleine -- arose at 4AM for his business of praying till 8
• Robert Murray M’Cheyne -- I ought to spend the best hours in communion 

with God. It is my noblest and most fruitful employment, and is not to be 
thrust into a corner. The morning hours, from 6-8AM are the most 
uninterrupted and should be thus employed...When I awake in the night, I 
ought to rise and pray. 

• John Welch -- the Scottish preacher would say to his wife who pleaded with 
him to sleep more: “O woman, I have the souls of 3,000 to answer for, and I 
know not how it is with many of them!”
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• Edward Payson -- wore the hard-wood-boards into grooves where his knees 
pressed in prayer so often and so long.

• David Brainerd -- I love to be alone in my cottage where I can spend much 
time in prayer. 

• Adoniram Judson -- “arrange thy affairs, if possible, so that thou canst 
leisurely devote 2 or 3 hours every day nor merely to devotional exercises but 
to the very act of secret prayer and communion with God. 

• “No man can do a great and enduring work for God who is not a man of prayer, 
and no man can be a man of prayer who does not give much time to 
praying” (Leonard Ravenhill). 

• In prayer, “our acts of friendship and communion must not be rare and 
unfrequent, but constant and often.” (Thomas Manton).

 WHAT TO PRAY?
• Intercede for the people of God (1 Thess 1 & Eph 1 & 3)
• Pray for bold proclamation of the gospel (Eph 6)
• Praise God & worship His majesty (Ps 136 & Ps 145)
• Confess sins & repent specifically of all known sin (James 5 & Ps 51)
• Pray for the spread of the gospel & for the lost to know Christ (Ps 67 & Rom 15)
• Consider this list of questions that Whitefield would often ask himself & guide 

him as to knowing what to pray.
• Have I been fervent in private prayer?
• Have I used stated hours of prayer?
• Have I used prayer every hour?
• Have I after or before every deliberate conversation or action, considered how 

it might tend to God’s glory?
• Have I after any pleasure, immediately given thanks?
• Have I planned business for the day?
• Have I been simple and recollected in everything?
• Have I been zealous in undertaking and active in doing what good I could?
• Have I been meek, cheerful, affable in everything I said or did?
• Have I been proud, vain, unchaste, or enviable of others?
• Have I taken time for giving thanks according to Scripture?
• Have I been diligent in studies?
• Have I thought or spoken unkindly of anyone?
• Have I confessed all of my sins?

• Follow the prayers of Scripture (Dan 9, Ezra 9, Neh 9, Ps 18, Matt 6, Eph 1, 3, 
Phil 1, Col 1, 1 Thess 1, Philemon 1, 1 Tim 2).

 WHEN TO PRAY?
• “Prayer is the first thing, the second thing, the third thing necessary to a minister. 

Pray, then, my dear brother: pray, pray, pray! (Edward Payson).
• For the preacher:
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• before you begin studying
• as you're reading the text
• as you craft the outline / exegete
• just before you preach
• during the preaching
• after the preaching
All earthly things
With earth will fade away
Prayer grasps eternity!
Then pray, always pray! 
! — EH Bickersteth

 URGENT PRAYER
Our laziness after God is our crying sin!   = Note Luke 6:12-16 & Jesus’ praying! esp v.12
• “The preachers who gain mighty results for God are the men who have prevailed 

in their pleadings with God ere (before) venturing to plead with men.  The 
preachers who are the mightiest in their closets with God are the mightiest in their 
pulpits with men” (Leonard Ravenhill)

• “Our praying needs to be pressed and pursued with an energy that never tires, a 
persistency which will not be denied, and a courage that never fails.” (EM 
Bounds)
• wrestling with God: do you wrestle with God? Persistent? Ardent? 

Importunity? Do you take hold of God & not let go till He answers?
• power in preaching: how much are you desperate for God & for His power?
• unction from on High: preaching accomplishes nothing unless divine power 

takes the bow of the sermon & pierces it deep into the human soul. Pray!
• “If we had more sleepless nights in prayer, there would be fewer souls to have a 

sleepless eternal night in hell.” (Leonard Ravenhill)
• You can be much for God only when you are much with God. 

• John Fletcher had a training school and would lecture on different theological 
topics. Then he would conclude the lecture by saying: “As many of you as are 
athirst for the fullness of the Spirit follow me to my room!” On this, many of 
us instantly followed him and continued there till noon for 2 or 3 hours, 
praying for one another till we could bear to kneel no longer (Thomas Bensen 
regarding John Fletcher). 

  The prayer chamber is a mirror reflecting our spiritual condition. (Ravenhill)

 STRENGTH FROM PRAYER
• George Whitefield wrote in his journals: “Oh, what sweet communion had I daily 

vouchsafed with God in prayer …  How often have I been carried out beyond 
myself when sweetly meditating in the fields! How assuredly have I felt that 
Christ dwelt in me and I in Him!”

 page 13



• Psalm 138
• John 17
• 1 Cor 2.1-5
• Eph 6.18-20
• David’s prayers in suffering = Psalm 13, 142
• Mark 1:35 & 6:46; Luke 5:12
• “There is a mysterious rejuvenation in prayer: ‘they that wait upon the Lord shall 

renew their strength’. This Scripture means, I believe, that what we pour out, God 
pours back -- plus much more! I am glad we do not have to be a Hercules in order 
to pray. I am glad prayer is not geared just to the intellect. Prayer is of the Spirit of 
God upon the spirit of man. From musty cells like that of Bunyan’s in Bedford, 
from the confines of the catacombs, from the steaming jungles, prayer has 
ascended and answers have come. In very limited bodies there have been, and still 
are, mighty spirits who have learned that when a hidden ministry is generated in 
prayer, it can do wonders! (Leonard Ravenhill).

“Be much in secret prayer. Converse less with men, and more with God!” (George Whitefield)

“A consciousness of the exceptional responsibility that the eternal God has laid on the 
preacher should so weigh upon his spirit that he cannot attempt to preach without pouring out 
his soul before God in prayer for divine help. No ministerial duty will ever demand more 
prayer than preaching the Word. On occasion the preacher will sense his need so acutely that 
he will feel that he can do nothing except appeal to heaven for mercy. He will pray as he 
prepares to preach; he will pray as he preaches; and he will continue to pray after he has 
preached. To preach parrot fashion is no substitute for a sermon drawn out of the Word and 
delivered with earnest prayer.

Praying and preaching are designed by the glorious Head of the church to be the life work of 
certain men, whom he sovereignly appoints to it. Thus whatever additional duties may require 
their attention, none ought to gain precedence over this. Believing themselves to be called by 
Christ to this solemn work, they will hear him say, ‘Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, 
whither thou goest’ (Eccles. 9:10).

The Lord’s praying people need to plead with God to give the church, not just able preachers, 
but praying preachers. This generation needs preachers who, by grace, can testify, ‘My 
preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power’ (1 Cor. 2:4). The men who preached by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, as 
recorded in the Book of Acts, were men who went from prayer to preaching (Acts 1:14; 2:4). 
Following his Damascus-road experience, Saul of Tarsus commenced to preach (Acts 9:20), 
but prior to this the Lord said of him, ‘Behold, he prayeth’ (Acts 9:11). He prayed before he 
preached. As it was then, so it is still. Christ never sends men to preach his gospel until they 
have learned to pray. May it please God in his infinite mercy to send such men into the pulpits 
of this land!” (George Hutton)
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III.  PREACHING & PROPER HERMENEUTICS   
[HERMENEUTICS]

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, as a workman rightly handling the Word of 
Truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).
 “Rightly handling” — precise, accurate, cutting and dividing it correctly and properly

A gap of crisis proportions exists between the steps generally outlined in most seminary or 
biblical training classes in exegesis and the hard realities most pastors face every week as they 
prepare their sermons. Nowhere in the total curriculum of theological studies has the student 
been more deserted and left to his own devices than in bridging the yawning chasm between 
understanding the content of Scripture as it was given in the past and proclaiming it with such 
relevance in the present as to produce faith, life, and bona fide works… 
At the heart of much of the debate nowadays is the problem of how the interpreter can relate 
‘what the text meant in its historical context’ to ‘what the same text means to me.’

The point of hermeneutics: to understand what the A/author meant by what is written in the 
biblical text.

HERMENEUTICS defined — “The science, principles & art by which the 
meaning of the biblical text is determined.”

Hermeneutics determines the methods, techniques, rules, or principles which will best serve in 
getting at the proper interpretation of any part of the Bible. (James Rosscup)

*Be warned: meaning does not change. “The issue must be put bluntly: is there meaning of a text 
to be defined solely in terms of the verbal meaning of that text as those words were used by the 
Scriptural author?  Or should the meaning of a text be partly understood in terms of ‘what it 
NOW means to me’ -- the reader and interpreter?
 [Note how this entire hermeneutical question is directly linked to the doctrine of the authority of Scripture.]

This is the study of exegesis -- the practice of bringing out the author’s intended meaning by 
what he wrote in the text.

Hermeneutics -- the theory that guides exegesis. How do we understand the text and bring out 
the author’s meaning? So, hermeneutics carries exegesis. If you have bad hermeneutics you’ll 
have bad exegesis and, thus, bad homiletics [preaching].

Schools of Hermeneutics:
1. Allegorical school [=finding/seeking/eisegeting ‘hidden/secret’ meaning into texts]
2. Devotional school  [=reading the BIble for me and my Christian life]
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3. Liberal school [=rationalism; Baruch Spinoza; reading the Bible and questioning its validity]
4. Neo-orthodox school [=Karl Barth; God doesn’t reveal facts/propositions about Himself; only 

Himself]
5. Literal school [=believes the normal, plain, grammatical-historical-contextual approach to 

interpretation is best.]
It accentuated the plain, natural meaning of a text according to the use of a language and the setting of the 
writer, and did justice to the human factors. It acknowledged the spiritual sense of a text, of course, but made 
this flow out of the historical-grammatical meaning which was the basis.
This was one of the great results of the Reformation -- back to the normal interpretation of Scripture.

 The INERRANCY of the text
“All of this understanding of bibliology matters because it means the authority of God’s 
word resides in the written text -- the words, the sentences, the paragraphs -- of 
Scripture, not merely in our existential experience of the truth in our hearts!” (Kevin 
DeYoung)

We must come to the Bible with a reverence that exists only when we are convinced 
that God speaks to us, and not mortal men (John Calvin).

Psalm 12:6 — “The words of the LORD are pure words…”
Psalm 19:9 — “The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether”
Psalm 119:142 — “Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, & your Law is 
Truth” (cf. v.138, 151, 160)
Psalm 119:160 — “The sum of your Word is truth…”

Inerrancy means the word of God always stands over us and we never stand over the 
word of God. If it is God’s Word then it must all be true, for in Him there can be no 
error or deceit …. When we reject inerrancy we put ourselves in judgment over God’s 
Word (Kevin DeYoung).

The trueness of God [God’s character] is inextricably bound with the trueness of 
His Word [God’s revelation]. If there are errors in God’s words then there are errors 
in God’s character. 
The Bible is TRUE because God Himself is True, truthful, reliable & faithful.

 The PERSPICUITY [clarity] of the text
It CAN be understood. Martin Luther said: “There is not on earth a book more lucidly 
written than the Holy Scripture!”

This doctrine of the “clarity of Scripture is not a wild assertion that the meaning of 
every verse in the Bible will be patently obvious to everyone. Rather, the perspicuity of 
Scripture upholds the notion that ordinary people using ordinary means can accurately 
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understand enough of what must be known, believed, and observed for them to be 
faithful Christians” (Kevin DeYoung). 

Psalm 19:7 - the Scripture/revelation of God is clear
   And -- remember 1 Corinthians 2:14

Martin Luther said: “The unregenerate can understand the grammar of John 3:16, but 
they do not act on those facts.”

H. Moule wrote: “The blessed Spirit is not only the true Author of the written Word but 
also its supreme and true Expositor”

John 16:13 - the Spirit guides into all truth.

Progressive Revelation — God has not intended to give us all truth at one time, but 
gradually over the course of history

 The MEANING of the text**
William Ames (Puritan preacher, 1576-1633) said: “...There is only one meaning for 
every place in Scripture. Otherwise the meaning of Scripture would not only be unclear 
and uncertain, but there would be no meaning at all -- for anything which does not 
mean one thing surely means nothing.”

William Tyndale said: “Scripture has but one sense, which is the literal sense”

A great problem exists when interpreters often think they (interpreters) can understand 
biblical authors better than they understood themselves!

John Calvin said: “We must let the author say what he does say, instead of attributing to 
him what we think he ought to say.”

     We must guard against reading a Christological meaning into every text.
      Example (of what not) to do:

"If the biblical story is true, Christ is the only saviour for humankind and there is room for no other 
way to God. If the story is true, Jesus Christ is the interpretative key to every fact in the universe 
and, of course, the Bible is one such fact. He is thus the hermeneutic principle that applies first to 
the Bible as the ground for understanding, and also to the whole of reality. Interpreting reality 
correctly is a by-product of salvation. Thus we must assert that the person and work of Jesus 
Christ are foundational for evangelical hermeneutics . . . Christ interprets all facts, since all things 
were created in him, through him and for him (Col. 1:16). As the one mediator between God and 
man (1 Tim. 2:5), Christ mediates the ultimate truth about God in all things and thus about the 
meaning of the Bible" (Graeme Goldsworthy, Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics, p.48).
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Single-Meaning of Scripture!
This principle of “single-meaning” means that a biblical text has one basic proper 
meaning or interpretation, not two or three.  There is one correct interpretation, but after 
it is ascertained we may make several legitimate applications of its relevance to our 
own lives or the lives and situations of other people.
   The interpretation is one basic meaning; the applications may be many.

  Meaning is SINGLE; Applications are MANIFOLD.
  Example: Hosea 11:1 & Matt 2:15

 The GENRES of the text
An awareness of the literary genre or kind of literature of a given Bible book 
helps give a sense of the overall thrust of the Bible book, so that verses and 
paragraphs can be seen in light of the whole. This helps prevent the problem of 
taking verses out of context (Roy Zuck).

1. Legal/Law -- body of material that includes commandments for God’s people 
(Israel). Note there’s also casuistic law (case-by-case law)

2. Narrative -- a story for the purpose of conveying a message through people and their 
problems and situations. Narratives in Scripture always are selective and illustrative.

3. Poetry -- a more colorful genre that paints an image in the reader’s mind and it often 
includes a few lines (2 or more) that are often stated in parallel form (parallelism)

4. Wisdom -- proverbs or maxims are general truths based on broad experience and 
observation

5. Gospels (historical narratives) -- doctrine and narrative, presented selectively and 
intentionally to set forth information on the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

6. Epistolary (logical discourse/didactic) -- the letters/epistles of the NT. This 
includes expository discourse expounding certain truths and doctrines and also 
hortatory discourse which includes exhortations in light of the truths presented in the 
expository discourse material (cf. Hebrews 1:1-10:18 [expository discourse] & 
Hebrews 10:19-13:25 [hortatory discourse]).

7. Prophetic -- includes predictions of the future at the time of writing and also clear 
words from God’s messenger to God’s people. Included as a sub-category of 
prophecy may be apocalyptic. 

 The OBSERVING of the text
Good observations begins with the context. 

Unless the exegesis knows whether the thought of the text begins and how that patterns 
develops, all the intricate details may be of little or no worth!

Observe connecting words (and, but, therefore, like, as), verbs, patterns/repeated words/
phrases, words that a writer/author uses frequently, contrasts, comparisons, extremes, 
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definite articles (the), commands, adjectives, repetition, what might not be there, 
geographical locations, customs, other people in the story, etc.

Discourse analysis: the ability to state what each section of a book is about and how 
the paragraphs (pericope units) in each section contribute to that argument. How do the 
small words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs fit and contribute to the entire surrounding 
discourse.

This [observation] has been called "the art of awareness". Here, the Christian must 
learn to relate to the Scripture and respond to the question, "What does it say?"  He 
engages in the fine art of being all eyes and all ears.  He is a detective seeking to 
uncover every clue; he probes deeply into the passage for the what, the who, the when, 
the why, the where, the how, the so what, and also what does not matter. (James 
Rosscup)

The Christian who walks in the Spirit (Eph.6:18, Jude 20; Gal. 5:16,17) may combine 
the two types of observation in his exploration of the Word.  On the one hand, there is 
hard work in disciplining himself along many different lines on natural observation so 
that he can seize full advantage of the potential within him to see and to make 
associations and judgments with a keen mind.  This may involve blood, sweat, and 
tears, so to speak.  On the other hand, there is the enablement of the Spirit of God so as 
to see and appreciate with spiritual perception what the man unaided by the Spirit 
would gloss over in his spiritual blindness.

 The INTERPRETING of the text
“The Bible is the Word of God in such a way that when the Bible speaks, God 
speaks!” (BB Warfield)

The great key in properly attaining the correct interpretation of the biblical text is 
keeping the most important factor in mind: context, context context!

Some keys for properly interpreting the text:
1. Use the context & understand the paragraph at hand in light of what precedes it and 

follows after it. 
2. Compare multiple translations. How have godly interpreters (bible-translation 

committees) through the centuries understood and translated certain texts/words/
phrases (KJV, ESV, NASB, NIV, NLT, NET)

3. Look up key words (‘justified,’ ‘faith,’ ‘world,’ ‘heart,’ ‘love’, ‘Sea of Galilee,’ 
‘millstone,’  [www.biblestudytools.net]

4. Study cross-references. In your Bible, follow the cross-references in the margin to 
other Scriptures.
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5. Look up background information -- culture, context, geography, etc.  A superb 
resource is the ISBE: international standard bible encyclopedia online for free. 

Martin Luther stressed the literal sense (sensus literalis) of the Bible. He wrote: “the 
Scriptures are to be retained in their simplest meaning ever possible, and to be 
understood in their grammatical and literal sense unless the context plainly 
forbids” (Luther’s Works, 6:509). 

This all points to the literal method of interpretation / grammatical-historical 
hermeneutic.
The method can be called the historical, grammatical, or historico-grammatical method; 
it can also be called the literal method.
We secure the natural, usual, customary sense of the terms, i.e. the ordinary idea the 
terms have in that culture, or the most sensible meaning that is natural.
 Example:  Micah 5:1-5 & Micah 4 & Zech 14:4-5, 9-11, 16-19

 The SUPPORTING of the text
The Analogy of Faith -- this is comparing Scripture with Scripture. The obscure 
passages are to be understood in light of clear(er) passages. 

Luther said: “Scripture is its own interpreter … This is the true method of interpretation 
which puts Scripture alongside of Scripture in a right and proper way.” 

This is why preaching must include the support of other Scriptures that solidify 
and prove the meaning of the Scripture being presented.
 Example: John 3:5 - born of water & the Spirit?

 The THEOLOGICAL ramifications of the text
Remember a few important axioms that must be remembered (from Roy Zuck):
1. The Bible is a HUMAN BOOK

Communication: (1) the speaker, (2) the message, given in intelligible audible sounds 
or written symbols we call words, (3) the hearer/reader.
The purpose of communication: to convey an idea from the speaker through the 
message to the recipient. God is the ultimate Author communicates His message to 
recipients. 

2. The Bible is a DIVINE BOOK
All Scripture is God-breathed (2 Tim 3:16)
Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet 1:21)
This Divine book is: inerrant, it is authoritative, it has unity, and it has mystery!

This links with the Analogy of Faith -- Analogy of the Faith says there is one unified, 
consistent, harmonious system of faith (belief) in the Bible.  That is, to put it in negative 
terms, no point when correctly understood will contradict another.
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  Example:  James 2:14-26 (justified by works) & Romans 3:28 & 4:1-5 (justified by faith)

 The APPLICATION of the text
Tragically —  People use the Bible to find out the will of God by turning to it at 
random when a problem arises and seeking the answer to their difficulties in the first 
section that they read.  Sometimes they even let the Bible fall open "at will" and then 
blindly put their finger on a verse and, having read it, force it into a plausible meaning 
for their particular difficulty.

Proper application means that a person makes sure that his application arises out of a 
solid and sound set of observations and a right use of principles for interpretation.  It 
means that he avoids angling for a blessing or a "message from God" at the expense of 
the literal thought in a passage.
 APPLICATION = What is this text telling me to do?
 IMPLEMENTATION = How do I go about implementing/putting to practice 
 those application points?

Some helpful tips a!er you arrive at the meaning of the text in its context:
✓Is there something to worship or thank God for in this text?
✓Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe (about God, Christ, myself, 
others, life, suffering)
✓Is there something that I’m convicted about that I must repent of? Or, is there something 
here that I’m not doing that I must start doing?
✓Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week?
✓Is there any relationship that I must work on this week?

 The IMPLEMENTATION of the text
Arriving at proper applications (what must I do) is necessary but not totally sufficient 
for preaching. We must help our people understand the duty of implementation -- how 
do I go about implementing this in my life?

Concluding Word on Luke 24 —
The word hermeneuo, meaning "to explain, interpret", is the root word in Luke 24:27, 
where the compound term diermeneuo is found.  

Christ, the greatest interpreter or master of hermeneutics, is in action here, talking to the 
two disciples on the Emmaus Road.  As He interprets from the Old Testament the things 
concerning Himself, their hearts burn within them (v. 32).  

Mark it! Hermeneutics can lead to burning hearts! If used properly with sensitivity by 
a Spirit-led Christian, it does not concern dead methods but can be vital and thrilling in 
opening up the things of Christ.
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