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February
1, 8. 15 & 22 - Family Night at 7:00 p.m.
2 - Ground Hog Day.
2, 9, 16 & 23 - Thursday Evening Praise & Worship at 7:00 p.m.
5, 12, 19 & 26 - Men’s & Women’s Bible studies at 7:00 p.m.
6, 13, 20 & 27 - Monday morning Bible study at 10:00 a.m.
7 - Church Board meeting at 7:00 p.m.
14 - Happy Valentine’s Day.
20 - President’s Day.

March
7 - Spring Church Council meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Start digging!
Scripture promises that God has a plan for our lives but also reveals that he wants us to play
an active role in that plan. In 2 Kings 3, three kings band together to defeat Moab but end up in
an 80-mile desert. Amid this dire situation, God commands the people, “Make this valley full
of ditches” (verse 16, KJV) and promises to fill them with water — even though it won’t rain.
Before the people’s need was supplied, they had to trust God and act. The next morning,
water filled every ditch they had dug. Plus, they were victorious in battle.
The takeaway? God will bring the blessing, but we may have to dig first!
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After a church service on Sunday Morning, a young boy suddenly announced to his mother, "Mom, I've
decided to become a minister when I grow up."
"That's okay with us, but what made you decide that?"
"Well," said the little boy, "I have to go to church on Sunday anyway, and I figure it will be more fun to
stand up and yell than to sit and listen."
~2~

From the Pastor’s Pen …

12~23~16

Free Air Fare

important things. We are to come before him with
gladness and joy, not doubting and pouting; to
honor him not just with the praise from our lips,
but from our heart so we have oneness in Spirit.
When we deliberately, consciously, and
individually lift our thoughts, praises, voices to the
Sovereign Lord in the assembly of his people, then
we will hear from heaven and be the lighthouse we
ought to be.
Free air fare? Let’s get on board and allow the
Holy Spirit take us to the destination of his
choosing for his purpose and his glory. Now
boarding at Alpha gate flight 2017.

As it was in the days of Ezekiel
While I was with the Judean exiles beside the
Kebar River in Babylon, the heavens were opened
and I saw visions of God. (The LORD gave this
message to Ezekiel, and he felt the hand of the
LORD take hold of him.) “Stand up, son of man,”
said the voice. “I want to speak with you.” The Spirit
came into me as he spoke, and he set me on my feet.
I listened carefully to his words. “Son of man,” he
said, “I am sending you to the nation of Israel, a
rebellious nation that has rebelled against me. They
and their ancestors have been rebelling against me to
this very day. Ezekiel 8:1 (NLT) 1 Then on
September 17, during the sixth year of King
Jehoiachin’s captivity, while the leaders of Judah
were in my home, the Sovereign LORD took hold of
me. Ezekiel 8:3 (NLT) 3 He reached out what seemed
to be a hand and took me by the hair. Then the Spirit
lifted me up into the sky and transported me to
Jerusalem in a vision from God. I was taken to the
north gate of the inner courtyard of the Temple,
where there is a large idol that has made the LORD
very jealous.
Physically, Ezekiel is still in Babylon, but in the
Spirit, he is now in Jerusalem. What a flight. It
wasn’t by TWA, Pan Am or Southwest, --- and --his air fare was paid in full by the Lord. The point
here is God knows what we are willing to do for
Him and to what extent. He knows rather our efforts
for his glory is going to be 20%, 30%, 75%, or
100%. God’s anger against the Israelites was because of their detestable abominations against him.
Ezekiel 36:22-23 (NLT) 22 “Therefore, give the
people of Israel this message from the Sovereign
LORD: I am bringing you back, but not because you
deserve it. I am doing it to protect my holy name, on
which you brought shame while you were scattered
among the nations. 23 I will show how holy my great
name is—the name on which you brought shame
among the nations. And when I reveal my holiness
through you before their very eyes, says the
Sovereign LORD, then the nations will know that I
am the LORD.
We have had messages shared by the spirit but are
we heeding them? What were those messages and
who were they for? Perhaps you were “turned off” to
them because you doubt they were from the Lord.
Perhaps you were turned off because of who the
messenger was. Before you judge the message or the
messenger, set yourself down – one on one with the
Lord - and discuss your concern with him. Let us
make sure we keep the important things the

~ Pastor Tom ~
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2 - Alta Rayl
6 - Carol Slane
7 - Marion Ballinger & Linda Stoermer
8 - Dorothy Zimmerly
11 - Thad Staley
13 - Bud Long & Bruce Marshall
14 - Melanie McKinley
15 - Tim Amstutz, Lisa Ziegler & Joan Zimmer
16 - Don Wade & Bob Zimmerman
19 - Bruce Clum & Marlene Rhodes
21 - Pastor Tom Dearth & Reed Kloeppel
22 - Jack Williams
23 - Herb Elwood
25 - Lisa Russler
27 - Mike Ballinger

3 - Bruce & Amber Clum
14 - Ken & Paulette Stemen
18 - John & Anita Dearth
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22 years
42 years
51 years

From the Associate/Youth Pastor …

1~30~17

Simplicity. When things are kept simple they go
easy. The more we complicate things the more
opportunity we have to fail. I’m sure this is why the
Lord chose to keep things simple for us. In 1 st John
4:10-12 the author explains the simplicity of eternal
life.
The one who believes in the Son of God has
the testimony in himself; the one who does not
believe God has made Him a liar, because he has
not believed in the testimony that God has given
concerning His Son. And the testimony is this, that
God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. He who has the Son has the life; He who does
not have the Son of God does not have the life.
-1 John 10-12 (NASB)

Humanity has a way of complicating things. It seems
that the easier something is the more we distrust it,
so we make it more complex. The reality is though
God made the path to Himself easy. He made the
path to His Holy Spirit easy. Even hearing the voice
of God has been made easy for us. It’s only by or
impatience and selfishness that it is made difficult.
I remember the day that I began my relationship
with Jesus Christ. Up until that day life seemed
complicated, complex. I remember the difficulty of
understanding who I was and why I was even
created. However, the night I accepted Jesus as my
savior was not difficult. I actually remember saying a
prayer and then thinking that is it. Then as time went
on things got complicated again and again only
because I made them that way, but, every time I
quieted myself and listened for God to speak
simplicity entered my life once again.
I mention this to all of you because we have a
problem of complicating things while the Lord
continues to untangle our messes. As we continue to
push forward down the path that God has laid out for
us let remember KISS (Keep It Simple Stupid). And
has the Lord has us share our stories with those
around us, let’s remember to keep it simple for them
too.
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The cost of hiding our light

*

A Los Angeles restaurant owner recently
discovered that a neon light had been covered —
without being disconnected first — during a construction project 77 years prior. The calculated
electricity cost to run the hidden light all that time
was $17,000!
People don’t intentionally hide light; that would be
counterproductive, not to mention wasteful. Yet
when we shrink back from sharing Jesus’ good
news, we do indeed hide “the light of the
world” (Matthew 5:14) that is in us. When we’re too
modest to use God-given talents such as singing,
playing piano or reading to bring others joy, we hide
our light. When we put our own wants ahead of
meeting someone else’s needs through giving and
serving, we hide the light of God’s love. And at what
cost?
“Let your light shine before others,” Jesus
says, “that they may see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven” (verse 16).

~ PC ~
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County Line Ministries & Misc.
Clothing & Misc.

Take care

What a difference a few years make. Many
changes have been in the pantry and more is being
done to make it nices under God’s guidance.
Let there be light! The old lighting in both rooms
of the pantry were replaced with LED lights and
some wiring was redone.
A much needed door closer for the outside door
entrance to the pantry has been installed. This way
the wind will not throw the door all the way open
and it will close on its own.
Plastic storage totes have replaced the cardboard
boxes and metal shelves are in place. Plus, a wet/dry
vac has been purchased.
The walls have been painted with special
waterproof paint. No more water damage or wet
muddy floors. Praise the Lord!
The sit down area where beverages and cookies
are served have made it possible to fellowship with
those coming in. It has been a great ministry for all.
Gos has truly blessed us.
Thanks to the following people:
~ Jan Dearth for donating the beautiful fleece
blankets. Two are given away in a drawing during
each winter month (Nov. - Feb.).
~ Anna Ewing and Once Upon a Child for items for
the children (clothes, books, and toys, etc.)
~ Jo Williams for the lovely heartfelt cards she
makes for us to give out when needed.
During the months of November through February,
we have new hats, gloves, socks, and thermal ware
available to the people. We also have new Bibles
ready to give away to anyone that needs or wants
one.
This past December, 75 empty Christmas
stockings were presented to every family. Each
family filled their own stockings with items of their
choice. These were purchased with money allotted
by the deacons and your generous donations. This
worked out so well that we are planning on doing it
again this year.
I used Jerry Rayl’s talent and had him make
wooden crosses. We put these on each stocking.
Thank you to all of you who have helped in
anyway. Everyone has an open invitation to visit the
pantry.
Any questions, please see Karen Kloeppel, Doris
Samsal, or myself.
A special thank you to the dedicated volunteers.
God is good!

In Jimmy Fallon’s first monologue as host of
NBC’s The Tonight Show, he expressed thanks to
all past hosts. On an occasion when he might have
said, “And now this stage is mine!” or “I’m
delighted to be counted among such greats,” instead
he stated with deep humility, “I just want to do the
best I can and take care of this show for a while.”
Take care of. That’s language not of ownership
but of stewardship. That’s the language of Genesis
2:15 (NIV) — “The LORD God took the man and
put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take
care of it.”
What have we been called to “take care of for a
little while”? The earth, surely. Perhaps a
congregation, a business, a neighbor in need, a
volunteer or an employee. A child, who may need
less care — or different forms of it — as time goes
on. We don’t own these people and things. God
invites us to be stewards of them, to care for them,
to use wisely and value these precious gifts ... and
someday, to pass them on to others.
*

~ Sue Wilkins
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