Vol. 11, No. 12

The Beacon

December 2016

The Beacon, published monthly by County Line Church of the Brethren, 4227 N. Hardin Rd., Harrod, Ohio 45850-9421 #419-649-5364

December
6 - Church Board meeting at 7:00 p.m.
7 - Family Night at 7:00 p.m.
10 - Glove Project. Meet at the church at 9:30 a.m.
11 - Men’s & Women’s Bible studies at 7:00 p.m.
(Last one this year!)
13 - Deacons meeting at 6:30 p.m.
14 - Women’s Fellowship lunch and meeting at 11:30 a.m.
14 - Family Night at 7:00 p.m.
(Last one this year!)
18 - Christmas Program starts at 9:30 a.m. with
church following. (NO Sunday School.)
21 - First day of Winter.
24 - Christmas Eve.
25 - Merry Christmas!
25 - Church will begin at 10:30 a.m. NO Sunday School.
26 - Office CLOSED!
31 - New Year’s Eve.

Jesus is the Word
To say that Jesus is the Word is another way of saying he is God speaking to us. While we struggle with
our clumsy words, God needs only one Word to perfectly communicate the depth and mystery, the passion
and the overwhelming grace of who he is. By that Word, Light became a living being. Manna became
man. Wisdom became a person. In him, Life came to life; all that God is came to us in that One Final
Word we call Jesus.

—Michael Card, Immanuel: Reflections on the Life of Christ
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Who Is It?
A Sunday school teacher asked her class of kindergarteners to draw pictures of the manger scene at
Bethlehem. The children quickly and eagerly began to color. The teacher walked around the room observing
each picture in progress. She was puzzled by something she saw in one little boy’s picture. In one of its corners
was a very plump, jolly-looking fellow.
“Bobby, who’s this person?” she asked, pointing to the portly character.
“Why, that’s Round John Virgin!” Bobby replied.
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From the Pastor’s Pen …

11~28~16

The late Johnny Carson said there was only one
fruitcake in the world and it keeps getting passed
around. However, a fruitcake is a Christmas tradition
to some families (but not mine I might add). You can
make them on your own or buy them. And of course,
there is the ‘slang’ use referring to someone who you
think is ‘one sandwich short of a picnic.’ Coming
Soon to a church service, I ask you “Who Says God
Doesn’t Like Fruitcake?” Cyber Monday Fruitcake
Special - 2 for $49 + Free Shipping.
Soon we will go to your mail box and among junk
mail and the bills we may be finding some Christmas
Cards. You glance through them and see who sent
them, you open them up, look at the signature and
think—sure enough, that’s who it’s from. And on to
the next card, etc. But wait! Let’s stop and go back
to that first card. What about the sender? Why did
they send a card to you or me? And was that a verse,
at that time, from that person? And prompted by the
Holy Spirit, it was a message we needed.
No! No! Don’t set that card on the shelf yet, or toss
it into that “Christmas Card” basket. They cared
enough to send us the card, can we care enough
about them to take time to pray for them, their
families, their needs? Perhaps you may want to wait
and give each family member a few cards before you
partake of your meal. Allow them to pray for the
sender.
Pause and meditate on your purpose of sending the
cards. Is it to support the postal service, or line the
pockets of the card companies? I think the purpose is
from an indwelling love and caring for others, given
to each of us from the KING of LOVE - Up Above!
To tie this all together, you may just consider our
church service Christmas day - you may like our
fruitcake!

4 - Dana Staley & Sue Umphress
6 - Kelby Butler
10 - Barb Engle
12 - Jim Boedicker
13 - Betty Dumond, Michelle Klingler,
& Jon Umphress
18 - Michelle Clay, Sandy Litton,
& Trudi Vermillion
25 - Rory Sexton
27 - Bob Braun
28 - Betty Lou Fisher
29 - Tom Wilkins
30 - Donella Engle & Jo Williams
31 - Kathy Baldazo

1 - Loren & Toni Cramer
7 - Rory & Kathi Sexton
18 - George & Kim Shaw
26 - Mark & Melanie McKinley

~ Pastor Tom ~
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The Foundation of Hope
Christmas is the foundation of the world’s hope. It
is not man’s best dream, not man reaching up, but
God reaching down. It is the revelation that at the
center of the universe is an undefeatable power of
love on which men can rely and to which they can
join their efforts.
The Christmas faith and hope are all wrapped up in
one word, Immanuel—God with us.
—Halford Luccock in Out Of This W orld
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From the Associate/Youth Pastor …

11~29~16

Lessons from the angels

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen.

To frightened shepherds on the first Christmas
Eve, a host of angels sang, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men” (Luke 2:14, KJV).
Nineteenth-century minister Charles Kingsley
explained how these key words tell the meaning of
Jesus’ birth and give meaning to our lives.
•
Glory. “That little babe, lying in the manger
among the cattle, was showing the very highest glory
of the great God who had made heaven and earth. To
stoop, to condescend, to have mercy, to forgive —
that is the highest glory of God.”
•
Peace. “God is not selfish. He sacrificed
himself for us. Sacrifice yourselves then for each
other! Give up your own pride, your own selfishness,
your own interest for each other, and you will be ...
at peace.”
•
Good will. “God loves you, and he wills to
raise you out of this selfish, quarrelsome life of sin,
into a loving, brotherly, peaceful life of
righteousness. That babe in the manger at Bethlehem
is a sign to you and me that God will freely give us
that spirit of love if we ask for it.”

-Hebrews 11:1 (NASB)
December marks the time that all hope was
revealed through Jesus Christ. For the Jews, the birth
of Jesus Christ was the salvation that would bring the
freedom that they longed for, and is also true for
many today. The birth of Christ began the final
chapters of God’s story of redemption from sin;
however, the birth of Christ not only gave all who
believe freedom from sin but hope for a future.
Faith in Christ is not just a belief that He is the Son
of God, or even, of the resurrection to come. It is not
a hope of eternal life either. Faith is bigger than all
that. It is the assurance of things hoped for. What is
the hope that the Lord placed in your heart? What are
the visions and dreams He has given you? The
prophecies an—d words He has spoken to you? The
promises given? These are the things that truly
establish our faith. The hope of all these things
coming to pass.
December is a time of celebration with
Thanksgiving just over, Christmas parties for every
occasion, and New Year’s Eve to end them all. But
in the midst of all your partying take a moment and
think of what it is you truly hope for. Not just
worldly desires, rather the hope that comes from the
Lord. Then, say a prayer, hold on tight, and ask God
to establish your steps toward that hope and watch
His plan for you unfold before your eyes.
May all of you be blessed and stand firm in your
faith!
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The Wonder of Christmas
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Spiritual Care
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Christmas is Proof

*

Christmas is a time to be happy! ...A time for
celebrating and sharing. For God stoops down to be
one of us, born as a poor baby so that we can be
rich. He does not leave us to get along as best we
can. He joins us where we are. God is committed to
us. Christmas is proof that God cares. That is why
we celebrate — and show our care in turn to those
who need it.
—F. Hebart
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Christians who live only for themselves need to
re-evaluate their thinking. Christian philosopher
Jacques Maritain said it’s wrong for Christians to
aim for piety and holiness while ignoring people
who suffer.
“The care of another — even material, bodily care
— is spiritual in essence,” he wrote. “Bread for
myself is a material question; bread for my neighbor
is a spiritual one.”
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At Christmas, shivers in the spine have nothing to
do with climate. Songs are sung not with lips but
with the heart. And light comes not from utilities but
from the heavens.
—Author unknown
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None of us are entitled to a moral furlough.
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County Line Ministries & Misc.
Children’s Christmas Fund

Where’s your security?

Each year the Deacons give the congregation an
opportunity to ensure that every child has Christmas
gifts to unwrap at Christmas. We are currently
accepting donations. As in the past, a sponsor will
take the parent or guardian shopping with a Walmart
gift card. In order to allow time for shopping,
donations are being accepted until Sunday,
December 11. Place your donation in an envelope
and mark it “Children’s Christmas” and put in the
offering plate.
We would also like your help in identifying
families with children under the age of 18 who need
a little extra help at Christmas. Please contact Bob or
Deb Beer, or any of the deacons with your
suggestions.
Also, if you would like to be a sponsor and take
someone shopping, let Bob or Deb know.

When A Charlie Brown Christmas debuted in
1965, religious references were unheard of on
television. Yet the show’s climax features the
Christmas story verbatim. As Linus begins reciting
Luke 2, he’s clutching his ever-present blue blanket.
Yet, as pastor Jason Soroski points out, Linus drops
it right as he utters the words “fear not” (Luke 2:10).
Soroski believes the timing is intentional and that
“Peanuts” creator Charles M. Schulz sends a simple,
brilliant message. “The birth of Jesus separates us
from our fears,” Soroski writes. It “frees us from the
habits we are unable (or unwilling) to break
ourselves. The birth of Jesus allows us to simply
drop the false security we have been grasping so
tightly, and learn to trust and cling to him instead.”
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Because of his boundless love, Jesus became what
we are that he might make us to be what he is.

*

Clothing Pantry

—Irenaeus, third-century Christian apologist

We are looking good. Metal shelves and totes have
been purchased with money that was donated along
with those who gave of their time working, thanks to
you all. Our back room has been waterproofed and
the electrical wiring is done. It is now so much
brighter. The next step is a sump pump and we
should be good.
We have a drawing each month for fleece blankets
that Jan Dearth has graciously donated. Thanks Jan.
Once Upon a Child has helped us so much with
items for the children - clothes, toys, etc. Thank you
Anna.
We are working on Christmas Projects now.
Family stockings to be filled and also free new
items. Thanks Jerry for the beautiful wooden crosses
you made for us to give away.
Items we need especially now: Christmas
decorations, warm coats, boots, blankets, sheets,
draperies, housewares, etc.
Please stop by, have a cup of coffee or cocoa and a
cookie and see what’s happening.
We have been so very blessed in this ministry.
“God is Good” we couldn’t do this without him and
all of you.
I personally want to thank those people who
volunteer to work on Tuesdays: Karen Kloeppel,
Gloria Kline, Ken & Doris Samsal, Sue Striff and
Sue Hubbell.
Bless you all,
Sue Wilkins
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