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Prayer for a new beginning 

 

   Dear Lord, touch me with your Spirit of truth so I may be honest about my sins and 

failures. Forgive me for treating your covenant lightly and at times ignoring it 

completely. Help me truly seek and know forgiveness for all the hurts I’ve caused, for 

harboring ill will and for any hardness of heart I may have. Please renew a right 

spirit within me that I may become more Christ-like and that my life may daily     

reveal your love and light. In your name. Amen. 

January 
 

1 - Happy New Year! 
1 & 2 - Office CLOSED! 

3 - Family Night starts back up at 7:00 p.m. 
8 - Monday Morning Bible Study starts back up at 10:00 a.m. 

8 - Executive Board meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
9 - Commissions meetings at 7:00 p.m. 

15 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
28 - Bread & Cup Communion. 

 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Events 
Sunday evenings: Men’s & Women’s Bible studies at 7:00 p.m. 

Monday: Monday Morning Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday evenings: Family Night at 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday evenings: Praise & Worship at 7:00 p.m. 
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Say a Prayer 
 

   Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother’s house. Everyone was seated 
around the table as the food was being served. When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right 
away. “Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer,” said his mother. “I don’t need to,” the boy replied. “Of 
course, you do,” his mother insisted. “We always say a prayer before eating at our house.” “That’s at our 
house,” Johnny explained. “But this is Grandma’s house and she knows how to cook.”  



From the Pastor’s Pen …                   12~20~17 
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   Several years ago during our Community     
Thanksgiving Service, John Patterson and his mom 
Barbara sang a song entitled ‘Life Is Like A     
Mountain Railroad’.  Life is like a mountain railroad 
with an engineer that’s brave; We must make this 
run successful from the cradle to the grave. Heed the 
curves and watch the tunnels, never falter never fail. 
Keep your hand upon the throttle, and your eyes   
upon the rail.  
   We as a body of believers and as individuals 
should evaluate rather our hand is on the throttle 
controlling the pace that we want to go or are we  
allowing God to take us at the pace He wants us to 
go? For a railroad, the rails are set a specific         
distanced apart to guide the train so as not to derail 
and get off ‘track’. Likewise, the word of God is set 
to guide us so we do not derail and get off track, 
Let’s all get aboard the ‘2018 Heaven Bound        
Express’ with our Savior at the throttle to guide us  
through the tunnels and curves of life. For you and 
me, we do not know how close we are to the Union 
depot.  
   I do know that if we decide we are the engineer 
rather than allowing the Savior to guide us along the 
rails, we may reach the wrong depot. Here are some 
questions I ask you to ponder long and deeply: 
 

1. What are you doing to help build up one another 
in this body of Christ at County Line? 

2. Are you just interested in your ‘inner circle’ or 
the entire local body? 

3. Is your agenda more important than God’s    
agenda for us? 

4. Can you name any of the major prophets? 
5. More important, do you know what the message 

was God gave them? 
6. As it was then, as it is today, are you concerned 

more on the messenger rather than on the      
message? 

 

   When we read the Gospel of Luke for example, do 
you dwell upon the fact that Luke penned those 

words or do you focus upon the words he penned?   
Jesus said …….! Does it really matter as to what he 
said?  If so, then why are we not more concerned 

and focused upon the message? Let us keep our eyes 
upon the rails but let the Savior handle the throttle! 

 

~ Pastor Tom ~ 

* * * * * * *

United in diversity 
 

   Although early Christians had much in common, 
they also dwelt in diversity. Each of their leaders 
emphasized certain parts of the gospel and favored 
certain worship styles. They all believed in the    
resurrected Jesus, and they all celebrated the Lord's 
Supper and baptism. But Christians in Corinth had a 
unique approach, as did those in Ephesus, Philippi, 
Galatia, Rome and so on.  
   It might be boring if we all believed and practiced 
completely alike. Variations don’t need to be an  
impediment to Christian unity. As pastor Charles 
Best said, “If we’re going to be in heaven together, 
we might as well get along now.” 

  

1 - Doris Samsal 
4 - Laurie Nichelson 

 

8 - Chris Ewing 
9 - Leslie McKinley 

10 - Chris Butler  
11 - Pamela Staley 

12 - Tammie Nickles & Maggie Wanamaker 
 

14 - Sally Boedicker 
15 - Alenah Gordon-Hancock & Kierstin Prater 

16 - Katie Jump & Terry Slane 
18 - Joyce Carey 

 

21 - Peg Garbrecht & Wyatt Ziegler 
24 - Sophie McKinley & Dan Thompson 

25 - Debbie Beemer 
 

28 - Doug Bradley, JoAnn Staley  
& Mary Westphal  
29 - Sarah Jackson 
30 - Darrick Clay 

 
 

  7 - Dave & Lisa Russler          12 years         
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   Almost 15 years ago I was given my first           
opportunity to lead a small part of a ministry. I     
believe I was 22 years old, not knowing what I was 
doing or where God was truly leading me but knew 
He called me, when I was asked to head up the Teens 
For Christ summer program as a volunteer. I       
honestly shocked, not expecting any of the sorts. I 
remember asking lots of questions and then went on 
a hunt for volunteers to help me knowing my task 
was not only to run a summer program but to also 
give opportunity for other leaders to grow. In one 
meeting we had the entire summer program planned 
out with a theme, teachings and who was doing what 
on each week. As the summer advanced we stayed to 
that plan for the most part except when God would 
lay it on our hearts to make the necessary changes. 
From the first true leadership experience I saw the 
importance of a theme, or goal, on what God desired 
us to teach and I have established a theme every year 
for the ministries I have been given charge over. 
   Themes are great! Instead of looking at the entire 
Word of God and asking Him every week what it is 
He wants me to teach I have the end result and I 
work back words. With a theme, I can plan out 
weeks to come and then solely focus on what the 
Lord truly wants. This first half of the school year, 
The Lord has pressed upon me to teach the youth 
about creation. For them to see God every day in His 
creation and to realize science and scripture are not 
that far apart. The second part of this year we are  
going to be focusing once again on Living Life Out 
Loud, focusing on actively living out your faith. 
   I believe this is a theme, or goal, that our entire 
church could look toward. In the book of Acts, we 
know that the disciples went and waited for Jesus to 
send the Holy Spirit to them. In chapter 2, we see 
that the Holy Spirit came mightily on the day of  
Pentecost. When some began to mock the disciples 
and the movement of the Holy Spirit saying they 
were drunk, Peter stood up and addressed the people. 
After his address, Acts 2:37-42 records: Now when 
they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and 
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, 
what shall we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and 
each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is 
for you and your children and for all who are far off, 
as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.” 
And with many other words he solemnly testified and 
kept on exhorting them saying, “Be saved from this 
perverse generation!” So then, those who had      
received his word were baptized; and that day there 
were added about three thousand souls. They were 

continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer. It was through their interaction with 
the God that lead to people questioning what was 
going on and it was Peter’s choice to live life out 
loud that lead him to give an account of what was 
happening which lead to thousands coming to know 
Jesus.  
   The question is not whether you haven been living 
life out loud for Christ, rather, will you when the 
opportunity comes. Because, sometimes it’s easy 
and sometimes it’s difficult. At times I have         
succeeded and I have seen God do some amazing 
things, and other times I have failed wondering what 
the Lord might have done. If the youth could grasp 
this and begin to live life loud when the opportunity 
arises they will accomplish much for the kingdom of 
God and if we, as a congregation, can do the same… 
What will the impact look like?  

 
 
 
 

   ~ PC ~ 

 

* * * * * * *

The freedom of forgiveness 
 

   Martin Luther King Jr. called forgiveness “a     
permanent attitude,” as opposed to “an occasional 
act.” Maintaining a forgiveness mind-set leads to 
peace and freedom. 
   Author and pastor Max Anders experienced that 
freedom in seminary. After cheating on a Hebrew 
final, he was distraught and confessed his sin to God 
and the professor. “I felt deeply cleaned. Pure.     
Holy,” Anders writes in 21 Unbreakable Laws of 
Life. “I wanted to laugh and cry at the same time. I 
wanted to run and jump and dance. The burden was 
lifted. … I was free!” 
   By contrast, he writes, “If we don’t ask for        
forgiveness when we wrong someone, we lose our 
moral authority; the debris of sin begins to           
accumulate in our hearts, choking our conscience …. 
Others know when we sin against them, and if we 
don’t make it right, it hurts our reputation as well as 
God’s.” 

* * * * * * *

   Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light 
can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love 
can do that.                                                 

                                                             —Martin Luther King Jr. 
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County Line Ministries & Misc. 

* * * * * * *

* * * * * * *

Winter gift 
 

   “God … does great things beyond our knowing. 
He says to the snow, ‘Fall to the earth’; likewise to 
his heavy, drenching rain. He shuts up all            
humankind indoors, so that all people may know his 
work” (Job 37:5-7, NABRE). 
   Snow, ice and cold can make winter a hassle. 
“Snow days” due to a blizzard may thrill students 
but usually inconvenience parents. But now and 
then, winter blankets the earth so heavily that it 
seems to quiet everything. We’re granted            
permission to hunker down at home, snuggle close 
with family or pets, enjoy a book or movie, make 
cocoa or cookies, and rest. It’s like a surprise      
sabbath — the gift of grace-time — when no one’s 
expected to get out the door or the driveway.  
   Perhaps indeed, as Job declared, God sees fit on 
such days to put our busyness on hold and shut us 
all indoors so we pause and remember his work — 
his place — in our lives. Praise God for snow days! 
 

—Heidi Mann 
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