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A new view 

 

   The new year is an opportunity to sort out the useless tasks and plan for the important; to  
review the failures and resolve to be successful; to take an inventory of causes and pledge  
life to purpose and service. These being done, the new will truly be new, different and better.  
 

                                                                                                                                                —C. Neil Strait 

January 
 

1 - Happy New Year! 
2 - Office CLOSED! 

2 - Executive Board meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
3 - Commissions meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

8 - Bread & Cup Communion. 
8 - Men’s & Women’s Bible studies at 7:00 p.m. 
9 - Monday morning Bible study at 10:00 a.m. 

11 - Family Night at 7:00 p.m. 
 

15 - Men’s & Women’s Bible studies at 7:00 p.m. 
16 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
18 - Family Night at 7:00 p.m. 

 

22 - Men’s & Women’s Bible studies at 7:00 p.m. 
23 - Monday morning Bible study at 10:00 a.m. 

25 - Family Night at 7:00 p.m. 
 

29 - Men’s & Women’s Bible studies at 7:00 p.m. 
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   Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting together in church. Joel giggled, sang, and 
talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had had enough. "You're not supposed to talk out loud in church."        
   "Why? Who's going to stop me?" Joel asked.  
   Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, "See those two men standing by the door? They're        
hushers." 



From the Pastor’s Pen …            12~23~16 

   Another year? Where does it start? For our church, 
the financial year starts January 1. For the classes, 
we start the new year the first Sunday of September. 
For those serving in elected positions, the year starts 
after the Fall election. The calendar year begins   
January 1. From “Barbed Arrows from the Quiver of 
C.H. Spurgeon” we find it written: 
   IT is only in imagination that there is any close of 
one year and beginning of another: and yet it has 
most fitly all the force of a great fact. When men 
“cross the line,” they find no visible mark: the sea 
bears no trace of an equatorial belt; and yet        
mariners know whereabouts they are, and they take 
notice thereof, so that a man can hardly cross the 
line for the first time without remembering it to the 
day of his death. We are crossing the line now. We 
have sailed into another year of grace; therefore let 
us keep a feast unto the Lord. If Jesus has not made 
us new already, let the new year cause us to think 
about the great and needful change of conversion. 
   The Baltimore Sun conducted a contest, and the 
following poem received a prize for the best answer 
to the question: What would you do if you had one 
more year to live? 

 

“If I had but one year to live; 
One year to help; one year to give; 
One year to love; one year to bless; 
One year of better things to stress; 

One year to sing; one year to smile; 
To brighten earth a little while; 

One year to sing my Maker’s praise; 
One year to fill with work my days; 

One year to strive for a reward 
When I should stand before my Lord, 
I think that I would spend each day, 

In just the very self-same way 
That I do now. For from afar 

The call may come across the bar 
At any time, and I must be 
Prepared to meet eternity 
So if I have a year to live, 

Or just one day in which to give 
A pleasant smile, a helping hand, 
A mind that tries to understand 

A fellow-creature when in need; 
‘Tis one with me—I take no heed. 
But try to live each day He sends 

To serve my gracious Master’s ends.” 
 

—Mary Davis Reed 
 

   Ezekiel 36:25-27  Then I will sprinkle clean water 
on you, and you will be clean. Your filth will be 
washed away, and you will no longer worship idols. 
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  7 - Dave & Lisa Russler          11 years         

 

And I will give you a new heart with new and right 
desires, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will 
take out your stony heart of sin and give you a 
new, obedient heart. And I will put my Spirit in you 
so you will obey my laws and do whatever I     
command. 
   Isaiah 43:18-19 (ESV) Remember not the former 
things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am 
doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. 
   Forget all those silly resolutions we won’t keep 
anyway. What do you expect Got to do for you this 
2017? What will you do for God this 2017? May 
2017 be a deep passionate spiritual year of renewal 
for me, and you, and all the County Line attendees. 
Thank you all for what you contributed to the 
growth of the body of this church. 

 

 

~ Pastor Tom ~ 

  

1 - Doris Samsal 
7 - John Patterson 

 

8 - Chris Ewing 
9 - Leslie McKinley 

10 - Chris Butler  
11 - Pamela Staley 

12 - Tammie Nickles & Maggie Wanamaker 
14 - Sally Boedicker 

 

15 - Alenah Gordon-Hancock & Kierstin Prater 
16 - Katie Jump & Terry Slane 

18 - Joyce Carey 
21 - Peg Garbrecht & Wyatt Ziegler 

 

24 - Sophie McKinley & Dan Thompson 
25 - Debbie Beemer 

28 - Doug Bradley, JoAnn Staley  
& Mary Westphal  

 

29 - Sarah Jackson 
30 - Darrick Clay 

* * * * * * *



From  the  Associate/Youth Pastor …                 12~27~16 
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 “The Wise May Bring Their 
Learning” 

 

   The wise may bring their learning, the rich may 
bring their wealth, 
   And some may bring their greatness, and some 
bring strength and health; 
   We, too, would bring our treasures to offer to the 
King; 
   We have no wealth or learning; what shall we  
children bring? 
 
   We’ll bring him hearts that love him; we’ll bring 
him thankful praise, 
   And young souls meekly striving to walk in holy 
ways; 
   And these shall be the treasures we offer to the 
King, 
   And these are gifts that even the poorest child may 
bring. 
 
   We’ll bring the little duties we have to do each 
day; 
   We’ll try our best to please him, at home, at 
school, at play; 
   And better are these treasures to offer to our King; 
   Than richest gifts without them — yet these a child 
may bring. 

—Anonymous  

* * * * * * *

   Happy New Year! The month of December was 
filled with Christmas decorations, gifts, and the    
reflection over 2016. Facebook was filled with those 
short videos of everyone’s year in review           
highlighting pictures and posts that was made over 
the course of the year. Now, it is time to look to the 
future rather than the past. 
   While the rest of the world is making their New 
Year resolution and signing up for the latest gym 
membership, I would like each of us to think of    
Jesus. This should not be too difficult since we just 
celebrated His birth. Think about where you want 
your relationship to be with Jesus in one year. What 
impact do you want to have for the kingdom of God 
in 2017? This is a question that I have been asking 
myself the last couple of weeks. 
   By asking this question, my mind fills with many 
possibilities and my true heart’s desire begins to 
come out. If I ask the Lord to speak to me through 
this question I’m amazed by how His and my desires 
begin to line up. Asking such a question is not to find 
the answer, rather, it is to begin to move forward. By 
asking and allowing our minds to think of all the 
possibilities and to allow God to guide us we can 
begin to set goals and make plans to proactively   
pursue the Lord, 
   So, take a minute and dream the big dream. Ask 
yourself, “What impact do you want to have for the 
kingdom of God in 2017?” Then begin to write down 
all the possibilities. Next, pray fully and make a plan 
to move yourself toward those goals. And then watch 
the blessing of God flow and lives change around 
you. 
   Lastly, ask this same question for our church. Pray. 
Have conversations with others to see where God 
wants County Line to be in one year. How many 
people can we lead to Christ? How can we impact 
this world for the Kingdom of God? The possibilities 
are endless. 
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Undaunted 
 

   The year just past was wracked with violence,   
racism and political rancor. We long to fix these 
problems, but how? We may feel as frustrated as the 
church board member who spouted, “We’ve already 
tried prayer. It didn’t work!” 
   Those words might resonate today, yet things 
aren’t always what they seem. We can’t see God  
behind the scenes crafting a new reality, but     
Scripture promises it. And though our prayers won’t 
undo earthly death, they surround the grieving with 
strength and love. We can’t “solve” sin, but our 
prayers can bring communities together and spur us 
to look out for one another.  
   The Jewish Talmud states, “Do not be daunted by 
the enormity of the world’s grief. Do justly now. 
Love mercy now. Walk humbly now. You are not 
obligated to complete the work, but neither are you 
free to abandon it.” In this new year, may we be    
undaunted in doing what we can. It might not seem 
like much, but things aren’t always what they seem. 
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County Line Ministries & Misc. 

Children’s Christmas Fund 
 

   Thank you to all who donated to the Children’s 
Christmas Fund administered by the Deacons. 
Thanks to your generosity 11 families were selected 
to go shopping with a Walmart gift card to spend 
$50 on each child. A total of 29 children received 
Christmas presents through this fund. A special 
thank you to the 5 people (other than the deacons) 
who were willing to assist the families with their 
shopping. They received a blessing as well as the 
children and their families. 

* * * * * * *

* * * * * * *

Free refills 
 

   God’s kingdom is like free refills at a restaurant. 
Wait — what?! 
   Jesus used common, everyday items to explain the 
kingdom of God; we can too! The kingdom is like 
free refills. Still thirsty after one soda or coffee? Get 
another — no charge. In fact, the kingdom of God is 
better than free refills because you don’t even have 
to pay for the first glass.  
   It’s like having a parent buy you a favorite meal 
when you’re young. You sit back and savor it    
without the price crossing your mind. That’s okay, 
because the generous giver loves you and wants to 
be with you. 
   Sure, that’s simplistic, but so are Jesus’ parables. 
Overanalyze them and they may fall apart. But    
ponder the single point each makes, maybe get a 
chuckle and an a-ha! out of it, and that parable has 
done its job. So grab another free refill — of your 
beverage and of God’s love! 

—Heidi Mann  
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