
 

 

 

Growing up, my family had a lot of Christmastime traditions. Every year we would blast Amy Grant’s A Christmas 
Album from the minute Thanksgiving dinner ended until New Year’s Eve. In the weeks preceding the holiday we 
would always make a point to get theater tickets to see A Christmas Carol. On Christmas Eve my two sisters and I 
would open one gift each – always a set of matching pajamas. (As you might imagine, this tradition ranged from 
adorable to comical as we grew older.) And of course, every year we went to candlelight Christmas Eve service at 
church. 
 

That tradition was my dad’s favorite. He liked the quiet aspects of the season: the waiting of Advent, the nights 
spent with eggnog and carols by a fire, the peacefulness of a darkened sanctuary made bright with candlelight. As a 
kid I always liked candlelight service for different reasons, primarily because a later bedtime lessened the hours until 
Christmas morning. But as the years passed I came to appreciate the quiet moments the way my dad did, and 
looked forward to that flickering candlelight as much as anything else.  
 

In the years since my dad died, while I still crave the quiet moments of Christmas, I find myself a little melancholy 
when I find them. It’s not bah-humbug grumpiness about the holidays but a more complex feeling that can be hard 
to pin down when the world won’t stop singing “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year.” Even as I see the 
wonder on my son’s face and feel delight in making this a special time of year for him, still I feel elements of 
sadness, and loneliness, and loss. 
 

I know I’m not the only one who feels this way, and the sharing of these emotions with the people I love has always 
provided me a great comfort. So, if your year has been hard… If Christmastime isn’t all joyousness and light for you… 
Come to HOPE on Thursday, December 21st, at 7 p.m. We will honor and lift up our emotions in safe space in 
community and seek to re-center our emotions on the HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE that is coming in Christ. 

 

Erin Cooley 

HOPE UCC Partner   

12/20/2017 



News & Notes 
 

 

Christmas Carol Sing-Along (9:45 a.m.)  
Join us before Worship at 9:45 a.m. during Advent for a Christmas Carol Sing-Along. 

 

Blue Christmas Service – December 21 (7 p.m.) 
Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the first Christmas without a loved family member 
who has recently died; it may be a time that has always been difficult. The constant refrains on radio 
and television, in shopping malls and churches, about the happiness of the season, about getting 
together with family and friends, reminds many people of what they have lost. The anguish of the death 
of a loved one can make us feel alone in the midst of the celebrating and joy. We need the space and 
time to acknowledge our sadness; we need to know that we are not alone. We need encouragement to 
live the days ahead of us. 

 

Christmas Eve Service @ HOPE UCC (10 a.m.) 
Since Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, we will have our Christmas Eve worship 
service at our normal 10 a.m. time with a Carol Sing beginning at 9:45 a.m. The service will 
include an Instant Christmas pageant and will end with cookies and hot chocolate. Please 
bring some cookies if you have a favorite recipe you'd like to share! 

 

Jesus Has Left the Building and We’re Following Him – 

December 31 
New Year's Eve is on Sunday, December 31 - and is the 5th Sunday of the month.   Therefore, we have a 
Jesus has Left the Building event at Ronald McDonald's in Winfield.   We will be cooking and serving brunch 
to the families staying there while their child is hospitalized at Central DuPage Hospital.   Ronald McDonald 
house provides a place for families to call home so that they can stay close to their hospitalized child.  This 
helps make it easier for families to focus on their child and keeps them all closer together.  Providing food 
for these families is a very humbling and rewarding experience! 

 

We will NEED 10 VOLUNTEERS to help us prep and cook food that morning.  More detailed information to come.  Therefore, 
please sign up at church this Sunday or contact Becky McCabe if you are interested or have questions in serving.   Becky's email 
is becky.mccabe1@gmail.com.     

 

HOPE's Got Talent/Open Mic Night – January 20, 7-9 p.m. 
Calling all singers, dancers, comedians, writers and other great talents!  We are looking to showcase you 
and your gifts. Sign up for your opportunity to perform.  We provide the mic and a piano, you provide 
your preferred media. Performers need to be 8th grade and up. The event will cost $5 per person, or $15 
per family. Snacks, coffee and water will be provided.  Please sign up on the clipboard in the lobby. 
  

HOPE UCC Office Hours during Christmas/New Year’s 
December 19, 20, 21 – Office Open 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 26 – Office Closed 
Wednesday, December 27 – Gail in Office - 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursday, December 28 – Office Closed 
 

Please note that Pastor Lucas will be out of the office December 25 – 28. 
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Sharing Joys & Concerns 

Please keep these people & events in your prayers: 
 

 Please pray for our friend, Will, who just lost his brother to cancer after losing his mom earlier this year, also to 
cancer.  (Lee & Courtney) 

 Pray for Nathan’s Aunt Starla.  This is her first wedding anniversary since her wife, Shelley, died.  (Erin C.) 

 Let us pray for Dean F., as he had his LVAD implanted.  Doing well.  Still in ICU waiting for a donor heart 
transplant.  (Zach J.) 

 Pray for our neighbors in California affected by the devastating fires.  (Sally B.) 

 Prayers for my friend, Paul, who lost his job unexpectedly after 18 years, and six months before retirement.  
(Zach) 

☺ Hugs and Merry Christmas to all!  (Nicole) 

☺ So happy to have Anna back among us!  Yay!  (Everyone at HOPE UCC) 

☺ Thank you all for your prayers, cards, emails, and texts.  You are the best extended “family” anyone could have.  
(Anna) 

☺ Zach and Kaleb, who turned 22 years old on December 14.  Happy Birthday, guys!  (Love, your stepdad, Mark) 

☺ Joy!  Our friend, Shannon, has completed chemo and surgery – no cancer!  She thanks everyone for all of the 
prayers and positive energy sent her way.  (Lela & Tanya) 

 

 

  
On December 23, Dick Anderson, one of the founders of HOPE, will be 80 

years old.  He'd be so thrilled to get a card or two from HOPErs.    
 

Send cards to: 
Dick Anderson, 

9008 Kingston Drive, 
Denton, Texas 76207 



Celebrating Birthdays 
 

12/23 Dick Anderson 
12/24 Julie Hapke 
 

If we’ve missed your birthday, please email 
HOPE’s Office Manager at 
HOPE@shareHOPE.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HOPE’S Leadership 
Pastor Lucas King 
Moderator Becky McCabe 
Des. Moderator Mike Manderino 
Past Moderator Jeanne Smith 
Treasurer Les Pierce 
Secretary Julie Hapke 
Registrar Jane Trotta 
Community Life Shannon Lane 
Education Marie Higgins 
Pastor-Parish Tim Higgins/Jay Hruska 
Marketing & 
Communications 

Jenn Revoldt 

Missions Zach Jarabeck 
Resource & 
Operations 

Nick Dempsey 

Worship Mary Kroening 
Librarians Les & Jackie Pierce 
Photo Archive Anna Ahonen 
Webmaster Jenn Revoldt 

 

 

ADULT QUEST – 9 a.m. @ HOPE UCC 
PLEASE NOTE:  There will be no Adult Quest on December 24, or 

December 31.  Quest will resume on January 7, 2018. 
 

We will watch a short video and then discuss the idea of Science and 
Spirituality. All are welcome to explore who we are and where we think we are 
going.  You may be surprised by what you hear about yourself. 
 

~ Les Pierce - Adult Ed Facilitator 

 

KID’S QUEST – Sundays during Worship 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

HOPE United Church of Christ 

1701 Quincy Avenue, Suite 27 
Naperville, IL  60540-6684 

 

The Reverend Lucas King 
 

Pastor Lucas’ Cell – 720-378-2858 
Pastor Lucas’ Email – pastor@sharehope.org 

 

Office Phone – 630-922-0470 
Office Email – hope@sharehope.org 

Website – www.sharehope.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday - 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

HOPE LIBRARY 

You may reserve items (books, videos 
or tapes) by calling HOPE’s Office 

Manager at (630-922-0470) during 
office hours; by checking them out at 
HOPE UCC any time it is open; or by 

calling Les & Jackie Pierce, HOPE 
Librarians, at (630) 369-0485. 

Deadline for additions or corrections to the next issue of  

HOPE Happenings is December 25, by 2 p.m. 
 

Announcements for Sunday due by Wednesday of each week. 
 

Thanks! 

file:///C:/Users/HOPE%20UCC/Desktop/Documents%20and%20Settings/Gail/Desktop/Happenings%20WORD/2010%2012/HOPE@shareHOPE.org
http://www.sharehope.org/


 

UPCOMING EVENTS @ HOPE UCC 
December 21, Thursday 

 

Women Out to Lunch (Noon) 
Join the women of HOPE on the third Thursday of each month.  Lively conversation, great food & warm 
fellowship is waiting for you at Giordano’s Restaurant at 119 S. Main Street, in downtown Naperville.  
Parking is available in the lot across from the restaurant or the Van Buren Parking Building. 

  December 21, Thursday 

 

Blue Christmas Service @ HOPE UCC (7 p.m.) 
When Christmas hurts…Join us for a service of remembrance of those we’ve lost. 

  December 24, Sunday 

 

Christmas Eve Service @ HOPE UCC (9:45 a.m. Carols / 10 a.m. Service) 
Since Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, we will have our Christmas Eve worship service at our normal 
10 a.m. time with a Carol Sing beginning at 9:45 a.m. The service will include an Instant Christmas pageant 
and will end with cookies and hot chocolate. Please bring some cookies if you have a favorite recipe you'd 
like to share! 

  December 25 – 28 

 

Pastor Lucas – Out of Office 

  December 27, Wednesday 

 

Explore Your Faith Breakfast (7:30 a.m.) 
Meets at Quincy's Restaurant, 1112 E. Ogden Avenue, Naperville. 

  December 31, Sunday 

 

Jesus Has Left the Building and We’re Following Him 
(Work-ship instead of Worship) Please see article for more details. 

  January 2, Tuesday 

 

Evening Explore Your Faith (7 p.m.)  Note: Change of Venue for January & February 
Meets at Hruska’s residence, Naperville, this week. 

  January 3, Wednesday 

 

Explore Your Faith Breakfast (7:30 a.m.) 
Meets at Quincy's Restaurant, 1112 E. Ogden Avenue, Naperville. 

  January 10, Wednesday 

 

Explore Your Faith Breakfast (7:30 a.m.) 
Meets at Quincy's Restaurant, 1112 E. Ogden Avenue, Naperville. 

  January 10, Wednesday 

 

PADS Dinner @ First Congregational, Naperville (6 p.m.) 

  January 16, Tuesday 

 

Evening Explore Your Faith (7 p.m.)  Note: Change of Venue for January & February 
Meets at Hruska’s residence, Naperville, this week. 

  January 17, Wednesday 

 

Explore Your Faith Breakfast (7:30 a.m.) 
Meets at Quincy's Restaurant, 1112 E. Ogden Avenue, Naperville. 

  January 18, Thursday 

 

Women Out to Lunch (Noon) 
Join the women of HOPE on the third Thursday of each month.  Lively conversation, great food & warm 
fellowship is waiting for you at Giordano’s Restaurant at 119 S. Main Street, in downtown Naperville.  
Parking is available in the lot across from the restaurant or the Van Buren Parking Building. 

  January 20, Saturday 

 

Open Mic Night (Details TBA) 

  January 21, Sunday 

 

Quarterly Congregational Meeting (Following Worship) 

 

  



 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(This is the spot to share your personal announcements. 

Submit items to the HOPE UCC Office by Tuesday, 2 p.m.) 

 
 


